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Four Boston College alumni appointed 
leaders of  

Massachusetts Bar Association sections  

BOSTON, MA -- Boston College alumni Margaret J. Hurley,’86, Kimberly Y. Jones, 
’89, Frank J. Riccio, ’73 and James T. Van Buren, ’69 have been appointed by 
Massachusetts Bar Association President Edward W. McIntyre as leaders of MBA 
sections. Hurley is co-chair of the Public Law Section, Jones is chair of the Civil 
Litigation Section, Riccio is co-chair of the Health Law Section and Van Buren chairs the 
Access to Justice Section. 

Hurley went on to earn her law degree from Boston College Law School in 1991. She is 
Chief of the Attorney General’s Central Massachusetts Regional Office and Director of 
the Attorney General’s Municipal Law Unit in Worcester. Hurley is a Fellow of the 
Massachusetts Bar Foundation and a Hearing Committee member of the Board of Bar 
Overseers. She has served on the Grafton Town Planning Board and Town Administrator 
Screening Committee and on the Executive Committees of both the City Solicitor and 
Town Counsel Association and the Worcester County Bar Association. 

Jones earned her law degree at Albany Law School of Union University in New York. 
She is an employment and labor attorney in the Boston office of Foley Hoag LLP, where 
she counsels, represents and defends employers, senior executives and human resource 
professionals on employment-related and personnel management matters. Jones is also a 
member of the Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination Advisory Board, is on 
the Boston Bar Journal board of editors and is a former vice president of the 
Massachusetts Black Lawyers Association. 



Riccio went on to earn his Doctor of Dental Medicine from the Boston University School 
of Graduate Dentistry and his law degree from Suffolk University Law School in Boston. 
He currently practices at the Law Office of Frank J. Riccio in Braintree, where he 
concentrates on a variety of areas, including medical and dental malpractice, product 
liability, liquor liability, general negligence and insurance law. Riccio is also a member 
of the part-time faculty at Harvard Dental School. 

Van Buren earned his law degree from Boston University School of Law in 1975. Van 
Buren has been a solo practitioner for 28 years and has practiced in Fitchburg for 33 
years, where he volunteers extensively. A longtime member of both the MBA and the 
Worcester County Bar Association, he is chairing the Access to Justice Section for the 
second time. In 2005, Van Buren was one of 21 statewide representatives appointed to 
the Massachusetts Access to Justice Commission, and is now vice chair of the committee.  

The Massachusetts Bar Association Civil Litigation Section’s continuing goals are to 
provide information, contacts and resources to its members through legal education 
seminars and informative publications; to promote dialogue and collaboration among the 
Bench and Bar; and to provide a forum for the discussion of matters of interest to its 
members. 

The Massachusetts Bar Association’s Health Law Section is designed to improve the 
professional competence of attorneys dealing with health care issues through seminars 
and publications. It strives to bring together all members interested in the practice and 
delivery of health care. 

The MBA’s Access to Justice Section serves to support lawyers who provide 
representation through legal service organizations, court-appointed criminal defense or 
other pro-bono activities. 

The MBA’s 17 sections and Young Lawyers Division provide lawyers with up-to-date 
information on specific areas of law, monitor law-related legislation, sponsor professional 
education programs and provide information on the law for the general public. 

Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization 
that serves the legal profession and the public by promoting the administration of justice, 
legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The MBA represents a 
diverse group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth.  
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