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Kyle DeMeo Cook

Program:  Applied Developmental & Educational Psychology
Academic Advisor: Dr. Eric Dearing
Assistantship Assignment: Dr. Rebekah Levine Coley

Describe your academic background and professional experiences.
  
After graduating from Boston College’s Lynch School of Education with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Human Development and a Master’s degree in Educational Research, Measurement and Evalua-
tion, my professional work has been focused on education policy and applied research. As the Early 
Childhood Field Director for Strategies for Children’s Early Education for All Campaign, I worked 
directly with early educators to support their participation in the legislative process and advocacy 
efforts for funding high-quality early education in Massachusetts. 

Most recently, I worked as a Research Associate at the Education Development Center (EDC). At 
EDC I managed the Early Childhood Education Research Alliance for the Regional Educational Labo-
ratory. Through this work, I helped build an alliance of state-level early education policy makers from 
New England and New York who created a research agenda focused on their collective research 
needs. As a researcher for the alliance I have also been involved in research projects to address this 
research agenda.  Research and policy topics I have worked on in the past have included: universal 
pre-kindergarten, full-day kindergarten, early educator workforce development, implementation of 
state early learning standards, and comprehensive early childhood assessment systems. Although 
my primary interests are focused on early childhood education, I have also worked on research 
projects focused on K-12 issues such as secondary grading policies and performance-based teacher 
evaluation systems.  

Why did you select Boston College for your doctoral studies? 

My search for the right doctoral program primarily focused on places where I could study child 
development within the context of education, receive strong research methods training, and 
work directly with faculty on early childhood education research. The Applied Developmental and 
Educational Psychology program at BC fit my criteria perfectly. Dr. Rebekah Levine Coley’s work on 
early childhood directly aligns with my research interests and solidified my decision to return to BC 
for doctoral studies. As a Lynch School of Education alumnus, I know first-hand that its faculty and 
students are committed to social justice and making a real impact on the field of education. 

Describe your research interests.

My research interests focus on how early childhood education policies and practices (specifically 
related to preschool and kindergarten) impact young children and families.  

I am also interested in ensuring a closer bidirectional relationship between research and policy.  
Research questions that come directly from policymakers and practitioners are of particular interest 
to me, as is exploring ways to ensure that research is used by those making decisions in education. 

What are your interests outside of academia?

I love long very slow runs, cooking and eating Italian food, reading non-electronic books, magazines 
and newspapers, and that after nearly ten years here, Boston feels like home. 
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Jennifer Fauci 

Program: Counseling Psychology 
Academic Advisor: Dr. Lisa Goodman 
Assistantship Assignment: Dr. Lisa Goodman and 
         Dr. Belle Liang

Describe your academic background and professional experiences.
  
My life prior to Boston College has been primarily in the field of education as a teacher, researcher, 
and advocate. As an undergraduate at Harvard College, I majored in Social Studies and spent much 
of my time teaching in prisons, re-entry programs, and summer enrichment programs. My senior 
thesis focused on understanding the experiences behind increasing involvement of young women in 
the juvenile justice system. After college, I worked as a middle school teacher in Brooklyn, NY and, 
my hometown, Washington, D.C., teaching primarily 6th grade science. My experiences in the class-
room led me to pursue a M.A. in Developmental Psychology at Teachers College where I have spent 
the last two years focused primarily on understanding the relationship between risk and resilience in 
childhood and adolescence, the intersection between mental health and schooling, and the potential 
of Participatory Action Research for young people. The combination of my experiences with students 
and my work at TC has helped me to discover my interest in counseling practice and research. 

Why did you select Boston College for your doctoral studies? 

I applied to Boston College because I was drawn to the guiding philosophy of the counseling 
program. The faculty, social justice foundation, and program design all reflect the idea that mental 
health work must be rooted in social contexts, relationships, histories, and a strong connection to 
community welfare. When I visited and had the opportunity to speak with students and faculty, it 
became clear that these ideas and values were deep and genuine to the people who make up the 
program. I want to be able to learn and grow as a psychologist, researcher, and person in a place like 
this.  

Describe your research interests.

I’m interested in studying the effects of chronic stress and trauma in young people and their 
families, particularly as they relate to poverty, relational abuse, and interpersonal violence. I’m also 
interested in better understanding how research, including participatory action research, can better 
inform mental health practice, interventions, and dialogue in schools and families. 

What are your interests outside of academia?

Rock climbing, cooking for friends, wandering in parks with my dog, and being outside are all things 
that make me very happy. I love running and biking; I sometimes find myself involved in random 
art projects; I have a soft spot for young adult novels and radio stories; and I’m looking forward to 
getting to know the people and places of Boston all over again. 



Kevin Ferreira

Program: Applied Developmental & Educational Psychology
Academic Advisor: Dr. Marina Vasilyeva 
Assistantship Assignment: Dr. M.Brinton Lykes, 
         Diversity Fellowship

Describe your academic background and professional experiences.
  
My professional and academic experiences have been built upon a deep commitment to the prin-
ciples of civic leadership, cross-cultural communication and social justice. As an undergraduate at 
Wagner College I received a BA in Interdisciplinary Studies with a concentration in Global Conflict 
Studies. Working with Wagner College’s Center for Leadership and Engagement as a Research Asso-
ciate for Civic Engagement and Immigration Policies, I engaged in research on the relationship be-
tween civic engagement courses and civic thinking for first year students. Furthermore, I assisted in 
the development of the Port Richmond Partnership; the partnership is a bidirectional commitment 
Wagner College has with a nearby neighborhood that aims to address quality of life issues within the 
community. Outside of the college, I worked for three years as a community organizer at El Centro 
del Inmigrante, addressing issues of access to education for new immigrant communities. In this 
role, I worked within a collaborative that successfully passed policy to increase educational access 
within New York City. Last year, I transitioned to working with New World Preparatory Charter School 
to oversee the creation of a parent education and empowerment program as well as support family 
engagement. I have been a member of a number of community associations and committees that 
aim to address educational access, violence and community development on Staten Island. Much of 
my work has been centered at the intersections of conflict resolution, educational access, and policy 
advocacy with immigrant communities. 

Why did you select Boston College for your doctoral studies? 

I selected Boston College for the strong research of the faculty as well as the commitment to social 
justice. The multi-mentor model and expertise across both quantitative and qualitative research 
methods will give me the opportunity to develop multiple methodological skills to address my 
research interests. Having heard what social justice means to each of the faculty, the opportunity to 
engage in research in such an intentional social justice oriented environment seemed a perfect fit. 

Describe your research interests.

I am interested in research on what types of educational programs account for the unique chal-
lenges of immigrant communities, and what types of programs best integrate new immigrants into 
society – both civically and in the workforce. 

What are your interests outside of academia?

Outside of academia, I enjoy time with family and friends, particularly over coffee. I also enjoy com-
munity gardening, poetry, baking, volunteering and opportunities to dialogue on different issues. 
Furthermore, I enjoy running and seeing new places, although it seems there isn’t always enough 
time in the day for everything. 
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Chad Olle

Program: Counseling Psychology 
Academic Advisor: Dr. David Blustein
Assistantship Assignment: Dr. David Blustein and
         Dr. Maureen Kenny 

Describe your academic background and professional experiences.
  
I received my BA in English Literature from the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire in 2008. My 
concentration on the work of marginalized authors and Marxist literary criticism helped foster the 
growth of my critical thinking skills as well as the development of a critical worldview. After gradu-
ation I volunteered for a year with Americorps VISTA building sustainable programs in Milwaukee 
to engage impoverished families in the educational lives of their children. Fortunately I was able to 
parlay that experience into a job doing fundraising and media for an education-oriented nonprofit in 
Milwaukee. I worked there for two years but didn’t feel like my work fully capitalized on my potential. 
After doing some research and soul searching, I enrolled in the community counseling program 
at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee with the intention of eventually pursuing a PhD in coun-
seling psychology. I thought that my temperament, sensibilities, and psychological mindedness 
combined with my pursuit of social justice made the field a fine fit. The last two years of graduate 
work have validated my decision and helped me to further clarify my research interests.   

Why did you select Boston College for your doctoral studies? 

Boston College was my first choice because of the department’s commitment to social justice and 
because Dr. Blustein, as well as other faculty, are a great fit for my research interests.

Describe your research interests.

Exploring the factors in adolescence that lead to individuals reaching their academic and career 
potentials. Specifically I am interested in inner city, underprivileged populations and ways to reduce 
poverty through interventions at all levels including the systemic.

What are your interests outside of academia?

I love to play and watch basketball. I enjoy almost anything outside with friends on a nice day—sun-
shine is therapeutic for me. I have always been something of a movie critic (or snob depending on 
who you ask) and even though I don’t have as much time to keep up anymore, I always like to stay 
connected to the world of film. I also enjoy any excuse to listen to some good music.  



Maggi Price 

Program: Counseling Psychology 
Academic Advisor: Dr. Janet Helms
Assistantship Assignment: Dr. Janet Helms and   
         Dr. Belle Liang

Describe your academic background and professional experiences.
  
As an undergraduate at the University of Oregon I worked as a research assistant on several 
psychology and sociology projects. My duties ranged from data entry and consenting to psycho-
social, EEG, MRI, and intellectual assessment testing. Most of the projects I worked on examined 
the effectiveness of various interventions for youth with developmental disabilities, foster children, 
and economically disadvantaged families. While getting my master’s in counseling psychology 
at the University of Hawaii, I completed a thesis and two separate research projects focused on 
developmental psychopathology in ethnically diverse youth. Each of these projects culminated in 
first-authored manuscripts, and two of them have been accepted for publication. I’ve also had the 
fortune of presenting five of my research projects at academic conferences. Currently, I coordinate 
and assist in three clinical research trials aimed at investigating effective treatments for veterans 
and civilians with PTSD at the National Center for PTSD Pacific Islands Division. I also administer 
intellectual and diagnostic assessments for these projects. 

In addition to my experiences in research, I have had wonderful clinical and teaching opportunities. 
As an undergraduate I was a teaching assistant for two of my favorite courses, “Culture and Mental 
Health” and “Psychopathology,” and worked as a peer advisor for the sociology department. While 
earning my master’s degree, I assisted in teaching three psychology courses at a local high school 
and worked as a school behavioral health specialist intern and a school counseling intern for K-12 
schools in Hawaii. 

Why did you select Boston College for your doctoral studies? 

First and foremost, I chose Boston College because of its emphasis on social justice and multicul-
tural psychology. My hope is to someday make meaningful contributions to the field that will im-
prove care and/or increase access to care for diverse and disadvantaged populations, and I believe 
that BC can give me the opportunities that will allow me to reach this goal. Additionally, BC provides 
research opportunities that match my interests, and clinical opportunities that will allow me to work 
with ethnically diverse and underprivileged populations. 

Describe your research interests.

Broadly speaking, I am interested in how sociocultural context intersects with trauma and recovery 
in youth.

What are your interests outside of academia?

I enjoy staying active and exercising, particularly hiking, playing tennis, and spinning. I love music, 
attending concerts, finding new artists, and singing along to my favorites. I also enjoy reading, 
thrifting, exploring new places, and trying new foods.  
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Chen Shen

Program: Applied Developmental & Educational Psychology
Academic Advisor: Dr. Jacqueline Lerner
Assistantship Assignment: Dr. Marina Vasilyeva and 
         Dr. David Miele

Describe your academic background and professional experiences.

I had my Bachelor in Education in Beijing, China and went to Denmark for two years doing research 
on immigrants. Being interested in immigrants and psychology, I came to the US in 2011 and got a 
Master’s degree at Harvard Graduate School of Education. 

As an educator, I worked with lots of international students and enjoyed exploring cultural differenc-
es. When I was in Beijing, I worked with British and American students; when I was in Denmark, I 
worked with students from the Middle East; and before coming to Boston College, I was working at 
Northeastern University, doing international student advising.

Why did you select Boston College for your doctoral studies? 

Interested in numeric development of children across different countries, I found that several faculty 
members in Boston College share similar research interests with me. Meanwhile, answering “what” 
questions is not the ultimate goal of my research. To educate means to change and cultivate, and 
I am impressed that professors here are trying hard to bridge research and educational practice 
together. 

Describe your research interests.

The role language plays in children’s numeric development.

What are your interests outside of academia?

Exploring all kinds of food and sports.
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Gabriela Tavara Vasquez

Program: Applied Developmental & Educational Psychology
Academic Advisor: Dr. Elida Laski
Assistantship Assignment: Dr. M. Brinton Lykes

Describe your academic background and professional experiences.

I received my undergraduate degree in Clinical Psychology at the Pontificia Universidad Catolica del 
Peru. For my undergraduate thesis, I studied the effects that political violence had on the inter-
personal relationships of people from two communities in the highlands of Peru. This research 
started to shift my interest from the clinical to the community field. After graduating I worked in a 
NGO that defended women´s rights, specifically in a mental health project with women from rural 
communities of the highlands. With them we developed workshops and organized advocacy cam-
paigns of Community Mental Health Promotion and Violence against Women Prevention. After this 
experience I started working as a clinical psychologist in a mental health center while volunteering in 
a NGO that worked with impoverished neighborhoods in the outskirts of Lima. This experience led 
me to enroll in the master’s program in Community Psychology at the same university. As a gradu-
ate student I had the opportunity to serve as a tutor within a program that coached mental health 
workers for the prevention of social violence. To obtain my master’s degree I presented a thesis 
where I studied the sense of community in a shantytown where many street gangs were involved in 
diverse forms of violence. 

Why did you select Boston College for your doctoral studies? 

What I value most about Boston College and the Lynch School of Education is not only the academic 
excellence, but also their deep commitment to social justice. I like the way the ADEP program 
works directly with a variety of groups and communities from the Boston area, especially with those 
that have less access to resources for their development. I believe that this close relationship and 
involvement in these community settings will allow me to get a better understanding of complex 
social problems and contrast them with the experiences I have from my country.  

Describe your research interests.

I am interested in studying and addressing the effects that diverse types of violence have on com-
munities, especially on those where the social and political context does not provide resources that 
will enable them to develop their full potential. I am also interested in community based interven-
tions, as in Participative Action Research.

What are your interests outside of academia?

I think I´m a very sociable person, so I´m excited about meeting new people and friends at Boston 
College. I like outdoor sports like running. Also I´m recently into cooking and checking out food 
blogs.   



Maria Theodorakakis

Program: Counseling Psychology
Academic Advisor: Dr. Mary Walsh
Assistantship Assignment: Dr. Mary Walsh, 
                           City Connects

Describe your academic background and professional experiences.
  
After earning both a B.A. in Human Development and an M.A. in Counseling Psychology-School 
Counseling from Boston College, I was excited to apply the skills and knowledge I had learned 
through my involvement with the Lynch School. My work as a research assistant with the City Con-
nects intervention at BC helped me understand how to address in-school and out-of-school factors 
that impact children’s success. Upon graduating, I took on the role of College Counselor at Cristo 
Rey Boston High School in Dorchester, Massachusetts. This is a unique high school that serves 
low-income students of color, who pay for their tuition through internship positions in a Corporate 
Work Study Program. For the last two years, it has been my responsibility to help all juniors and 
seniors at this school navigate the college application and enrollment processes. I was able to de-
velop meaningful relationships with my students and their families, and engage in socio-emotional, 
academic, college, and career counseling. This experience influenced my desire to continue my own 
education, in order to provide more holistic and systemic support to students. 

Why did you select Boston College for your doctoral studies? 

The prospect of returning to Boston College for my doctoral studies and becoming a “Triple Eagle” 
was exciting. Like many others, I have a profound respect for Boston College’s social justice focus 
and institutional mission; however, my passion for and commitment to the Lynch School of Educa-
tion extend beyond this. I am thrilled to have the opportunity to return to an intellectual community 
that supports me unconditionally while challenging me to reach my full potential, on both personal 
and professional levels. I am eager to begin my doctoral studies at Boston College because I know I 
will be pushed to become the best possible version of myself. 

Describe your research interests.

I am interested in studying the impact of role models on low-income children and adolescents of 
color. My experience as a high school counselor in an urban setting has made me curious about the 
positive effect that parents, siblings, teachers, counselors, coaches, and supervisors can have on 
students.

What are your interests outside of academia?

Outside of the field, my interests are centered on cooking and eating – my cookbook and apron 
collections are admittedly excessive. I see cooking as a creative outlet and eating as a social event, 
so I try to coordinate elaborate meals with my friends and family in my free time. I also love to read 
about current events and politics, and I am working diligently to improve my crossword puzzle 
skills. 
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Dana Thompson

Program:  Applied Developmental & Educational Psychology
Academic Advisor: Dr. Penny Hauser-Cram
Assistantship Assignment: Dr. Rebekah L. Coley and 
         Dr. Eric Dearing 

Describe your academic background and professional experiences.
  
After receiving a BA in Philosophy from Carleton College, I was invited to design and teach, over 
the course of four summers, an introductory philosophy course for gifted 4th-6th graders in the 
Center for Talent Development’s Summer Apogee program at Northwestern University.  This 
intensive experience – in which I found myself passionate about providing my students not just 
with a background in philosophy but also an opportunity to struggle and grow both academically 
and personally – opened my eyes to the multidimensionality and importance of the field of edu-
cation. I went on to complete a Masters of Science in Education at Northwestern University while 
I continued to work in a variety of capacities for the Center for Talent Development, an accredited 
learning center and research facility that identifies, educates and supports gifted students and their 
families.  Most recently, I have served as the Director of Research, as well as Assistant Editor for two 
well-regarded research journals in the field of gifted education.  Through these positions, my desire 
to better understand the many and complex needs of gifted students (and, indeed, all students) 
found gratification in the critical examination, through both quantitative and qualitative research, of 
the assumptions and theories currently being discussed in the field.  In particular, my research and 
program development work has supported a shift in the field from a view of giftedness as a more-or-
less static trait to a developmental view that emphasizes the deep influence of environmental and 
psychosocial factors in talent development.

Why did you select Boston College for your doctoral studies? 

My goal, in pursuing a PhD at BC, is to gain a more solid and interdisciplinary foundation in devel-
opmental psychology so as to better understand the myriad of ways in which family/environment 
and psychosocial factors interact with child development, and more specifically, to investigate the 
factors that help children overcome situational adversity and thrive.  I was immediately attracted to 
BC’s program, where the faculty’s research interests both fit exceptionally well with, and also stretch, 
my own.  The opportunities to collaborate with faculty on their own stimulating research projects 
and the applied focus of the department as a whole won me over.

Describe your research interests.

My research interests center around the effects of family and social environments on children’s 
development and ability to flourish in the face of challenges and/or situational adversity.  More spe-
cifically, I am interested in factors (such as locus of control, self-esteem, interpersonal skills, “grit”, 
and a sense of purpose) that may help children cope with and overcome high-risk environments and 
promote overall resilience.

What are your interests outside of academia?

I enjoy hiking and exploring, playing tag, building forts, flying kites and pretty much anything else 
my two young kids dream up to do out in the fresh air and sunshine.  I’m a little too attached to my 
morning cup of tea, I love getting lost in a good book (or for that matter, good theater, music, or 
ballets), and I aspire to some day climb Mt. Kilimanjaro and show my children the country in which 
I was born (Botswana).



Joshua Wilson

Program: Counseling Psychology
Academic Advisor: Dr. Lisa Goodman
Assistantship Assignment: Dr. Lisa Goodman and
         Dr. Julie MacEvoy,
         Diversity Fellowship
   

Describe your academic background and professional experiences.
  
I received my undergraduate education at Williams College, where I double majored in Psychology 
and Philosophy. During my time at Williams College, my academic interests were shaped in part 
by my professional experiences working with different populations of children at summer camps 
and after school programs, as well as working in the labs of several psychology professors. My two 
greatest mentors, Laurie Heatherington and Marlene Sandstrom, helped me discover a passion for 
psychology that culminated in a senior honors thesis on rumination, negative attribution, and con-
tingent self-esteem in romantic relationships. Leaving Williams, I had a strong interest in treatment 
for depression, especially as they develop from the social contexts of children and their parents. 

After graduating from Williams with honors, I began work at UMass Boston with fellow Williams 
alumnus Abbey Eisenhower on a multi-wave longitudinal study of the transition to school for 
young children with autism. I coordinated every aspect of the study while also developing a poster 
project that looked at loneliness in our sample. Here, I gained skills for various child assessments 
ranging from language and literacy skills to diagnostic assessments, as well as skills for interviewing 
parents about their adjustment to this challenging period in their children’s lives. My work at UMass 
cemented my interest in the development and treatment of mental health problems in parents and 
children, with the added focus on underserved populations, after I had seen the unique challenges 
families dealing with autism faced. 

Why did you select Boston College for your doctoral studies? 

Of the many reasons I selected Boston College, the primary focus is on its willingness to bring 
psychology out of its traditional contexts and directly into the lives and communities of the people 
whose mission it is to serve. To me, counseling psychology and social justice are inextricable. 
Furthermore, as the recipient of the Boston College Diversity Fellowship, I knew that at BC, I would 
have a unique level of flexibility and support to pursue the research I found most important. 

Describe your research interests.

I am devoted to understanding how mood and anxiety disorders develop in dynamic relationship 
with specific social contexts, primarily in parent-child relationships and within the context of poverty, 
and ways to treat these problems that are effective in and sensitive to those contexts. I am also 
interested in the peer relationships of children and how they might contribute to mood and anxiety 
disorders. 

What are your interests outside of academia?

I am an avid dancer, regularly practicing Lindy Hop (a form of swing dance), Blues dance, and solo 
jazz/Charleston. In addition to dancing, I love staying fit through running, hiking, and other outdoor 
activities! I’m also a voracious consumer of stories in any form—books, movies, TV—anything with 
a sci-fi or fantasy setting and strong characters has already caught my eye. I’wm usually working on 
several short stories at once. I love listening to music, especially indie rock and heavy metal, and am 
learning to play guitar myself. I also enjoy cooking and baking, especially pancakes, and I invite you 
to join me on my quest to find the ultimate cheeseburger. 
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