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Resume of the  Actions of the Christian Study Group's Committee *.'3g;qe
on Passion Plays Sct. 4, 1985 Ablusponha

1. Achievements to date
a. Decision to protest Oberammergau, made at Newark April 7

b. Background statement with bibliography 1984
released to our members May 7, 1984
c. Letter released to the press May 7, 1984

d. Statement from the office of the President of NCCJ
/ August 20,1984
e. Aformal decision was made by the CSG to cooperate
with the NCCJ in pursuit of research and publications
on passion plays Sept. 14,1984
f. Publication of revision of John Townsend's YA Yituregicel
Interpretation of our Lord's Passion in Narrative Form"
g. John Pawlikowski's contributions
1. His article in the Los Angeles Tidings April 5,1985
2, His participation in the signed statement of the

American-Polish and American-Jewish May 17,1985
National Dialogue (report released June 15,1985)

H. Ed Horstmann'sReport on roles of travel July 8,1985
agencies :
i. Gene Fisher's contributions
1. Article on Patrish Passion Plays Feb. 1985
5. Circulation of "Emerging Christian Strategy on
Pagssion Plays" to select list July 19, 1985

j. Elliott Wright's contributions
1. Protest statement with bibliography May 7, 1984
0. Article in Journal of Ecumenical Studies
citing my Report Summer 1984
k. Agreement of Gregory Baum to run "Emerging Christian
Strategy on Passion Plays" in TheEcumenist July 30,1985

2., Committee actions
The Committee consists of Celia Deutsch, Gene Fisher and
Jack Kelley. They have met January 15, May 26, and Sept.1l6
They have designed a strategy and.revised it  May 26, 1985

3. Several new insights have been formulated:

a. The Committee has shifted its priorities and objectives to
a larger view and, for the present, to focus on the American
scene;

b. The Committee recognizes that change in art form must come
from the people who produce the art form: this means that
outsiders cannot be more than instrumental in getting a
profound change in passion plays; :

c. The Christian strategy on passion plays is evolving without
direction from us, but many of our members are playing
important roles in this development.

L, Recommended actions:

a. Continue to send data to me as Chairman of this Committee;

b. Be sure that your local libraries have copies of:
Friedman's The Lance against Civilization
De Vinck's A Passion Play, Alleluia Press
Swidler"s Recommendations for the Oberammergau

Passionspiel ADL 1984
The Passion of the Jew Jesus ADL 1984

Respectfully submitted, John J. Kelley,S.M.



Additional Biﬁiiography on the Passion Play
to be added to your May 7, 1984 bibliography

Ages, Arnold. "Focus on Issues 1984: Oberammergau Play under Fire,"
Daily News Bulletin (April 16,84 Toronto) 2.

American Jewish Committee and Anti Defamation League press releases
over seasons after 1970.

Antrobus, Edmund. "Oberammer%au Seminar Addresses Alleged Anti-
Semitism in Passion Play," The Travel Agent (Oct.1,84) 6-32.

Bentley, James. Oberammergau and the Passion Play. A Guide and a
History to mark the 350th Anniversary. New York: Penguin,198.4.

Bishop, James. The Day Christ Died. New York: Harper, 1957.

Brophy, Hope. "Oberammergau Passion Play Anti-Semitic?" The Michigan
Catholic (Feb. 23, 84) Guest column.

----- Charges of Anti-Semitism at Oberammergau," America (March 23,
85) 234-235. Cf. "The Passion Play" letter to the editor by John
J..-Kelley.on April 27,352.

"Catholic-Jewish Council Will Disuuss the Problems of the 'Passion
Play,!" The Wave (March 2, 85) 22.

Davis, Robert Gorham. "Observer at Oberammergau," Commentary (1960)
29: 198-204.

————— "Oberammergau Play: Deeply Rooted Offense...." Letter to the
Editor of the New York Times (June 10, ".84).

Deutsch, Celia. "Oberammergau Plays with Problems," The Tablet
(Brooklyn. May 25, 85) 30.

De Vinck, Catherine. A Passion Play. Allentown, N.J.:Alleluia Press,
1975. Sixty pages. Highly commended.

Di Veroli, Robert. "Oberammergau Passion Play Marks Jubilee,"
The Tablet (June 9, 85) 33.

Dugas, Robert L. "Who's Who in the Passion Narratives," Warren,
Michigan, 48091. Privately circulated.

Fisher, Eugene. Cited extensively in AJC Press Release of May 3,84.
----- and Klenicki, Leon. "Parish Passion Plays: What Do They Teach?"
Pace 15. Winona, Minn.: St. Mary Press, February 1985.

Fleischner, Eva. "Catholic Professor says,'Improved Passion Play
Still Anti-Jewish,!" Religious News Service (May 21,84% 3.

----- and William Harter cited in AJC release of May 22, 34,

----- "The Same 01d Tune," a review of Friedman's book. Present
Tense (February 85) 61-62.

Gaspar, Karl. "A Passion for Hope," The Other Side (March 85) 28-31

Geehern, Christopher. "Passion Plays and the Charge of Anti-Semi-
tism," Catholic Observer (Springfield, Mass. July 8,84) 4-5.
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"The Guidelines and the Passion Play," The Dialogue (June 1967)
National Conference of Christians and Jews.

(Hartmann, Jurgen) "mravel Editors'Group Complains Passion Play
Anti-Semitic," (Jan. 20,84) N.C. news service.

Higgins, George G. "Should We Go to Oberammergau?" Catholic Tele-
graph (Cincinnati, July 20, 84). .
----- Spiritual Meditation," The Beacon (Oct.l4, 84).

Horstmann, Ed. "Student Intern's Report on the Oberammergau
Passion Play," circulated by the NCCJ to members' of the CSG.
Eight sides.(July 8, 84). '

Kaltenegger, Roland. Oberammergau und die Passionsspiele 1634-
1984. Munich: Langen Mueller, 198L. Excellent bibliography.

Kelley, John J. "Probing Passion Play," The Wave (June 2, Sy o)
————- 'The Trouble with Oberammergau:...Dramatic Anti-Judaism,"
(July 23, 84) Privately circulated. Four pages.

----- "Passion Play Leaders Won't Change," The Wave (Jan. 26, 85)
T =15,

----- "mhe Problem of the Passion Play," (March 85) Privately cir-
culated. Three pages with selective bibliography.

uuuuu "Father Jack Kelley Directs Attention to 'Problem of the
Passion Play,'" The Wave (March 23, 85) 10 - 28.

————— "Phe Passion Play, letter in America (April o7:85):352.

Klein, Charlotte. "The Gospel and the Oberammergau Passion Play,
Catholic World (April 70) 211 - 217.

Lamm, Hans. Und Wieder: Traditionsreiches Oberammergau...Neuer
Burgermeister und neuer Geist?" Minchner Jidisches Gemeinde-
Zeitung (June 84) 28:57 --13-14. English translation by Robert
W. Bingham distributed by Oberammergau PR office, "Once again:
"yraditional Oberammergau...A new mayor -- a new spirit?

Leddy, Mary Jo. "Don't Go to Oberammergau," The Toronto Star
(April 16,84).

Levin. Nora. "The Oberammergau Passion Play," America (March 23,
853 ol1-243, Review of Friedman's book.

Levy, Alan'Oberammergau's Passion Play Marks 1ts 350th Year," The
New York Times (September 2, 84) H3. -

Mork, Gordon R. "Oberammer%a? Passion Play and Modern Anti-Semitism,"
5

Shofar (Purdue. Winter 52 - 61.
----- The Oberammergau Passion Play in Historical Perspective,:Face
to Face (Winter 85) 15 -20.
Mussner, Franz. Passion in Oberammergau. Patmos Verlag, 1980.
"Notebook: Passion Play' Editorial in The Tablet (June 23,84) 597.

Oberammergau: Christian Folk Religion and Anti-Judaism.Articles by
D. Dietrich, D. Kissel, Saul Friedman, L. Swidler and G. Sloyan
in Face to Face (Winter 85). Thirty six pages. i

"Oberammergau in Union City," Editorial in Ave Maria(April 15,67).

The Oberammergau Psssion Play 1634-198l, The Text. Weixler Gmbh,
19804, Pages 110.
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Oesterreicher, John M. "What Hitler Liked about the Oberammergau
Play," Letter to the editor, New York Times (June 15,84).

—---éXObergmmergau: Tampering with History, America (May 11, 85)
364 - 305. : :

Pawlikowski, John T. "Oberammergau Play: Jarring Experience,"
(Los Angeles, April 5,85) The Tidings, 7.

Ratzinger, Joseph Kardinal. "Hoffnung inmitten der Herrschaft des
Todes," preached at May opening of Play in 1980. Eight sides.

"Religious Leaders Hail Decision on Oberammergau Passion Play,"
The Tablet (Brooklyn. Feb. 23, 1978) :

Rippley, La Vern J. "A Ticket to the Oberammergau Passion Play,"
The People's Almanac.New York: Doubleday, 1975. 1296-1298.

Rodgers-Meinick, Ann. Unsettling Passions,' Fort Myers News-Press

March 23, 85) 1D-3D.

Rudin, A. James, "Oberammergau Play: Still Anti-Semitic," New York

.Times (May 26,84). i

Sachser, Fredo. "Play Stirs Passion," Jewish Chronicle (London.
Sept. 28, 84) :

----- 'Passion Play Mayor attacks US groups," Jewish Chronicle
(London. Oct. 13?84

Schaeffer, Pamela. 'Interfaith Panel Calls Passion Play Bigoted,"
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Oct. 20, 84) 11 A.

Schaller, Stephan. Buthor of German and English historical intro-

" ductions to Oberammergau in Offizielle Bildband, 1984, He has
also authored six other (German) works on the Play.

Simpson, David E. "The Passion Narrative and Relations with the
Jewish People," (Lent 85) mailed from the office of C-JR of the
National Conference of Churches of Christ.

Swidler, Leonard. and Sloyan, Gerard. Recommendations for the Ober-
ammergau Passionsspiel.ADL,1984., One hundred pages. -

————— The Passion of the Jew Jesus. Recommended Changes in the Ober-
mmmergau Passion Play after 1984. ADL, 1984. Forty eight pages.

Weintraub, Samuel. "Passion Plays in the United States," Interre-
ligious Affairs Department, American Jewish Committee (May 84).

Wetter, Friedrich (Archbishopj. "Die grossere Liebe Gottes," given
at May opening of 1984 season (May 19,84). Three sides.

Wolfe, Alfred. "A Play of Passions," letter to the editor America
(July-13; 85) -20.

Wright, Elliott."Report on a Visit to Oberammergau,' Journal of
Ecumenical Studies (Summer 84) 635-636. A page from the report
given to the CSG by John J. Kelley.
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Kelley, John J. "Emerging Christian Strategy on the Passion Play,"
Draft of article to be printed. (July 30,85) Nine pages.

---=!Christian Strategy on the Passion Play," Revised draft of state-

ment on appropriate actions and goals for Christian strategy.
Three pages.

Neuhaus, Richard John."Reflections on Oberammergau Passion Play," The

Center on Religion and Society (October 84). Two sides.

JJK September 26,85
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Lowe, Malcolm and David Flusser, "Evidence Corroborating a Modified
Proto-Matthean Synoptic Theory," in New Testament Studies,
Vol. 29, No, 1, January 1983, pp. 25-47,

Maimonides, Moses, The Guide of the Perplexed. Trans. by Shlomo
Pines. Chicago: University of Chicago, 1963.

Petuchowski, Jacob J., "The Theological Significance of the
Parable in Rabbinic Literature and the New Testament," in
Christian News From Israel, Vol, XXIII, No. 2(10) 1972,
PP. 76—860

Scott, Bernard Brandon., Jesus, Symbol-Maker for the Kingdom.
Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1981.

Townsend, John, "Does the Study of Late Jewish Midrashim Have
Any Place in the Study of the New Testament?" Unpublished
paper for the SBL New England Region Meeting, March 22, 1985,

Vermes, Geza,., "Jewish Studies and New Testament Interpretation,”
in Journal of Jewish Studies, Vol. XXXI, No. 1, Spring 1980,
pp- 1“17. <

Wild, Robert A. "The Encounter Between Pharisaic and Christian
Judaism: Some Early Gospel Evidence," in Novum Testamentum,




