A Methodology for the Analysis of Texts

Used in "Displacement Theologies"
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I. Preliminary Observations

This presentation will outlipe an approach. be desire
to deal with every New Testament text which might be used to
support some form of “displacement theology"™ (i.e., that the
church has displaced Israel from the position of God;s choseny
that the church has replaced Israel as the true people of Uod
in history; that Israel no leonger has a functional or wvital
position in the divine economy; that God has rejected the Jews
and given their portfolio to the Christians).

Qur initial step will be a detailed dissection of the
gospel of Matthew, We will try to establish categories for
the various texts which might be germane. EBach category will
include texts which ¢an be understood or explained from a
particular historical and/or theological persnective. From the
breakdown ¢f these texts we hope to come to some conclusions
about the number and kinds of texts which might be used to
support "displacement theologies™, search for appropriate modes
for interpreting those texts, and establish a model which can
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be used for the other books of the New Testament {perhaps

other early Christian literature).



II.

Caterorie=z for the Texts:

Contmuby , Dndrh
1) Symonymouss texts in which the perspective can be

seen as identical with or in tune with at least one ime
portant facet or sector of first century Jewish attitudes.

2} Fulfillment: texts in which the Christian phenomenon

or experience would be understood as the fulfillment, the
realiéation, or the flowering of a process, an expactation,
or a hope within Judaism, This would not a priori separate
the Christian reality from Jewlsh experience.

3) Conflict wiith Judaism: texts in which conflict or

contest with Jewish individuals or groups is apparent,
The struggle, even when internecine, is essentially intra-
Jewish,

L} Allocation of Guilt or {desponsibilitv: texts in which

some form of moral/juridical responsibility or culpability
is attributed to Jewish individuals or groups. Again, this
would not a priori indicate an un-Jewish or non-Jewish

perspective,

5) Inclusion of Gentiles: texts indicating that in soms

way Israel's role as Mlight to the nations™ is being realized
or consummated in the mission of Jesus or in Christian
experience.

6) Displacsment: texts which might be used to support

“displacement” theologles. These break down intc certain
sub-categories:

a) Gentiles will take the place of Jews

b) The Jews are insufficiently righteous

¢) Jesus?® authority is greater, or of a different
order than the autheority found within Judaism.

d) The Jews are no longer productive for God, either



intrinsically or as evidenced in punishments
they received.

I1T. Classification of Texts:

These texts have not been classified according to form=-
eritical or redaction-critical criteria., That distinction would
rarely be made by those who would wish to use them in "displace-
ment® theolopies, The question of whether the sayings of the
historical Jesus would have greater authority than the sayings
of the risen Christ (which could be shown by rpdaction—critical

= —ree u"‘LEﬂ'MtCG: o,
methods to have been mediated through the early community) is teo fsen of,

one which will need to be discussed. In the search for appro-
priate modes of interpreting texts particularly prone to being
handled in negative, anti~Jjewish ways, these critical method-

ologies would provide one important tool.

Another important tool, which can only be used in =a
limited way in one book, is the necessity for considering the
'"total witness"; i.e. that a particular passage be balanced, or
“"loveraged" with or against other texts in the same book or
elsewhere in the New Testament.

A number of passages which have been or could be inter-
pretad as "displacement” texts may properly be placed in ofther
categories, thusg substantially reducing the number of texts
which muzt be grappled with in the "displacement" category.
These have been marked with an asterisk.

1) Synonymous




Matthew 12 == %"thig is the law and the prophets"
' L e~ Yoffer the gift that Moses commanded"
for healing of leprosy)
9:14-15 ~~ fasting
10:5 «=~ "go to the lost sheep of the house of Israell
{also 10:273) '
#1238 == Y"the Son of lan is Lord of the Sabbath®
12:1=«5 arguments from scriptural precedent
12:9~1Lk argument from rabbinical example
*13:52 -~ “"Therefore every scribe who has been
trained for the kingdom of heaven is like
a houssholder who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is ola'
13:57 -~ "a prophet is not without honor except in
his own country and his ocwn house."
15:24 - "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel?
favan the dogs eat the ecrumbs that fall
from their master®s table®
18:17 « "If he refuses to listen to them, tell it
to the churchj and if he refusss to listen
‘even to ths church, let him bs to you asgs a
Gentile and a tax collector"
19:17 ~ "If you would enter 1ife, keep the command-
ments?
20:19 ~ ",,, deliver him to the Gentiles to be
macked and scoursgsed and crucifiea®
20:25 - ¥#the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them"
*¥22:12,13 man without a wedding garment cast out
22:31-32 contreversy with Sadducees over resurrection
using Pharissalc argument
22:34~40 answer to Pharisees =~ the "great
commandment®
23:2-3 VYThe scribes and Pharisees sit on Hoses seat,
50 practice and observe whatever they tell
you, but not what they do «.."
#23:13-36 woes upon the scribes and Phariseses
%*23:37-38 ¥ 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem!
killing the prophets and stoning those
who ara sent to you,n

2L:2 —-~ prophecy of the destruction of the temple.
#2L:51 - the wicked servant will be punished.

{25:303 25:46)

26:57+68 examination by chief priests and council
(27 :1=2)

27:9 w~= price set by Ysome 0of the sons® of Israel
{cfe Zzschariah 11)

2) ¥ulfillment (not fulfillment of prophecy per se)

e —

siatthew 151=l1l7 «w« genealogy



*datthew 2: 13«15

3315

¥5:17.18
Q27

*10:1
11:2-6

X300
11:14
12:23
12:39-41
13:37,41

15:22
®*16:1h

16:27-28
1751173

17:23
17:25
20:17-19

*20:23

20:28

20:30,31
21:5

21:9
*21:33-041

*21:42

2230344
2L :3-14

2h:21

we= flight into Egypt
"out of Zgypt I have called my son®

-~ fulfill all righteousness

we fUulfill law and prophets, not abolish

w= "have mercy on us, Son of David¥

== 12 disciples

==~ "are you he who is to come? ..."
"Go and tell John what you hear
and see o040

-= "Behold, I send my messengers before
thy face®

-= "he is Elljah who is to come.?

w= Yecan this be the Son of David?®

~= "sign of Jonah"

-~ "he who sows the good seed is the Son
of ian"

== Son of David

-= M"yho do men say the Son of lMan is?"
John the Baptist? £Zlijah? Jeremiah
or one ¢of the prophets?
"You are the Christ, the Son ¢f the
living God."

-= Son of Man will come in glory

~= Transfiguration (Moses and Elijah)
John the Baptist as Elljah

-~ Son of ian to be raised on third day

~= Sons of the HKing of the earth

w= Son of Man will be raised on the third
day

~="to sit at my right hand and my left
eee i3 for those for whom it has besen
prepared by my father™

~= Sogn of Man come to serve and give his
1ife as a ransom for many.

-- 30n of David

--"your king is coming to vou, mounted
on an ass " , ')

~~"Hosanna to the Son of David

-= son of the housceholder killed X
2llersorical

owner will seek revenge
-="the very stone which the buildesrs
rejected has become the head of the
corner.” -
~=- David e¢alls the Son of David "iord®
~wwhat will be sign of your coming and
close of the age?”.., he who endures
to the end will be saved —~ gospel
preached to whole world.
=« the great tribulation



tiatthew 24:30 ~=~ Son of Xan coming on the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory
24:33-34 -« he is near
this generation shall not pass away
till all these things take place

2Ll -~ the Son of Man is coming at an hour
you do not eaxpect

25131 wew Son of Man will sit on his glorious
throne to judge

26:2 we Son of Man will be delivered up to be
crucified

26312 ~w "in pouring this ointment on my body

she has done it to prepare me for burial."
a ~w= "the Teacher says, 'my time is at hand'*®
L -= %the 3on of Man goes as it is written of
hi.m on-"
65:29 —e until that day when I drink 1t with
vou new in my father's kingdom.?
5] -~ "not as I will, but as thou wilt.”
5 == M"the Son of ¥Man in betrayed into the
hands ¢f sinners.
:53-54 == "I can appeal to my Father ... but
how then shall the scriptures be ful-

filled &ea™ {and v. 56)

26: 64 == Yyou will see the S5on of dan seated at
the right hand of power.®

27 s 11 - Y"Hing of the Jews®

{also vv. 29,37, 42)
27:51~=53 == curtain of temple rent
earthguake
tombs opened
resurrections of the saints
¥"he is risen, as hes said,"
0 - "lg, I am with you always, to the
close of the age.
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3) Conflict with Judaism

*MMatthew 3: 7«10 «« Pharisees and 5Sadducees as "brood of
vipers"
5:11-12 ««~ revile you and persecute vou
5:1=2 -~ practicing piety in the open
{other contrasts in Sermon on »ount)
6156 -= Ppraying in open
(note vve. 7=8 «~ Gentiles also
included} c¢f. also 5:47 and 6332
6:16 ~w fasting
9:6 ~= Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins.
(accusation of blasphemy)
Q91 -~ eatins with tax collectors and sinners
9:14-15 ==~ disciples not fast now



Matthew

9:30
10:17

10:26
11312

11:18~19
11:20-20
i2:1=~5

" 12:9-14

*12320-30
*12:38-39

16:21
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*21:31
22:15-22

22:23-33

~w Pharisess YYhes casts out demons by the
prince of demons" (also 10:25)
—~=~ they will deliver you up tec councils
and flog you in their synagogues"
-= "have no fear of them ..."
-- "men of violence take it by force"
(Zealots)
~w= conflict with John and with Son of Man
-~ woeas to Chorazin, Bethsaida, Capesrnaum
-- grainfield --—- profanation of the sabbath
(arguments from scriptural
precedent )
= man with withered hand
(arguments from rabbinical
example) :
~= Pharisees/brood of vipers
-~ request for sign/evil and adulterous
generation
-~/ithis people?!s heart has grown dull and
their ears are heavy of hearing’
~~"a prophet is not without honor except
in his own country and his own home¥
=« washing hands when eating
"they are blind guides?®

*  Pywhy do you transgress the commandment
of God for the sake of your tradition?®
# MWfor the sake of your tradition you have

made void the word of God.*"

~~ Pharisees request a sign
"take heed and beware of the leaven of
the Pharisees and 3adducees." (teaching)

-= passion prediction
suffer many things from elders, chief
priests, scribes

-~ payment of half shekel tax

-~ controversy over divorce with Pharisees

-~ disapprcval over his being called Son
of David .

-~ "by what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?¥
LN
is baptism of John from heaven or-from
man? ... " we do not know!

-~ "the tax collectors and the harlots go
into the kingdom of God before you.?

~= controversy over payment of taxes to
Caesar

-~ controversy with Sadducees over the
resurrection :



Matthew 22:41-4

26347

2625758

L) Allocation of

ww with Pharisees over fact that Son of
David is also Lord .+«

wee criticism of scribes and Pharisees f{or
their practices

~= woes upon the scribes and Pharisees

~w chief priests and elders take counsel
to arrest and kill him

26215 =~ thirty pieces of silver

-= Jesus' capture by crowd from priests
and elders .

- examination by chief priests and council

27:1-2
27:3
ww "out of envy .. they had delivered
him up!

~= Ypersuaded the people to ask for Barabbas
and destroy Jesus."

-~ chief priests, scribes and elders mocked
him

~= chief priests and Pharisees protect
against resurraction fraud.

~=- chiefl priests and elders bribe guard to
tell lies.

Guilt or Resvonsibility:

Matthew 23:31-732

*23:35

¥27 325

-= "Thus you witness against yourselves
that you are sons of those who murdered
the prophets, Fill up, then, the measure
of your fathers"
-wthat upon you may come all the righteous
blood shed on earth.” {(g¢f. II Chron. 24:21)
-w=fi43nd all the people answered: "His blood
be on us and on cur children.”

5) Inclusion of CGentiles:

Matthew L:12-17

12:18-21

2:h1
lgz4y2
15827

*19:39

%3
I,

we Galilee of the Gentiles
people who sit in darkness have seen
a great light

-- "he shall proclaim justice tco the Gentiles
eoo and in his name will The Gentiles
hone

-~ men of Nineveh repented

-=. Queen of the S5outh came to hear wisdom

w= "even the dops eat the crumbs that fall
from their master®s table

mwe Pbut many that are first will be last,
and the last first."



*Matthew

20:14

24310

*2L:27-28

#20291

27354
28:10

*28:19

6) Diszplacement:

{(a) Matthew

(b)
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uwﬁl choose tohgive to this last as I
give to you,so the last will be first
and the first last

~= And this gospel of the kingdom will
be preached throughout the whole world,
as a testimony to all nationsj; and thus
the end will come."

-= "Por as the lightning comes from the
Bast and shines as far as the west, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man,
Yherever the body is, there the eagles
{vulture=z?) will be gathered together."

-= {Son of Man) will gather his elect from
the four winds ~= from one end of heaven
to the other. '

-= centurion: Ytruly this was the Son of
God.." ;

ww Eell My brethren to go to Galilee, there
they will sge me.! (also 28:7 and 28:16)

we VMoo therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that
I have commanded you.,"

~= "God iz able from these stones to raise
up children to Abraham."

—w Munless your vighteousness excesds scribes
and Pharisees?

e B fpr he taught them as one who had

authority, and not as their scribes."”

«w "not even in Israel have I found such
faith."
Ymany will come from east and west ...
while the sons of the kingdom will be
thrown into outer darkness?

w= fsomething greater than the temple is
here"

wwsomething greater than Jonah is her

~~something greater than Solomon is here”

wm#if you would be perfect, go sell vwhat
you possess and give to the poor ...
and come, follow me.!

~= "in the new world whan the Son of Man
shall sit on his glorious throne, vou who
have Tollowed me will also sit on twelwve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.®
“"every one who has left ... many that
are first will be last and the last first.
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{¢c) Matthew 21:12 -= Ydrove out all who sold and bought in

Iv.

the templel

{d) 21:19 -w (fig tree) M"may no fruit ever come from
_ you again"
(d) 21:43 «~ "Therefore, I tell you, the kingdom of
(a) _ God will be taken away from you, and given

to a nation producing the fruits of it."
d) 22:1~10 ~-~ parable of marriage feast
) the king was angry and he sent his troops
and destroyed those murderers and burned
their city." '
"the wedding is ready, but those invited
were not worthy. Go therefore to the
thorouzhfares, and invite to the marriage
ww feast as many as you find." '

fd) 23:37=38 == "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem”

"Behold your house is forsaken and desolate”
{a) 27:9~10 ~- "a price had been set by some of the sons

(b) of Israel" cf. Zech. 11:13~14 == for

thirty pieces of silver the second staff
Union was broken, annulling the brotherhood
between Judah and Israel. (covenant with
all the peoples annulled 11:10), This was
the result of the work of the bad shepherd.
Ve 17 == "wyoe to my worthless shepherd"

(c) 28:18 ww "all authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me."

Possible Modes of Approach to the Displacement Texts

a) inclusion of Gentiles does not necessarily imply
rejection of all Jews. That some Jews would be punished
was always a part of Hebrew and Jewish theological
perspectives, Covenant with all peoples neaded to be
affirmed. 2Radical challenge tends to be presented in
polemical terms.

b) ecall . tp extraordinary virtue is a sectarian
heightening of an ethical thrust already present in
Judaism.

c) overception of Jesus is in tune with Jewish
eschatological imagery -~ Son of lan, Messiah.

d) fig tree episode a symbolic act of judgment
resnonding to events occurring in a particular instance.
Destruction of the city simply a punishment for wrong-
doing.
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