FIRCHENEAMPF and HOLOCALST

Conference address by Ir. Franklin H. Littell,
Professor at Temple University, at the Inter-
national Conference sponsored by Wayne State
University: March 15, 1970.

In & real sense this Imternational Conference expresses the
first major fmerican initiative in an area Lo which Eurepean scholars,
especially Germans, have directed diligent effort for some time.

The EKiD Fommission gur Geschichte des Kirchenk=mpfes im nationnl-

gopipliatischen Feitalter has for well over a decade planned and

fostered research of high level, publishing an impressive series

1
of monographs in cooperation with Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht. Among
other German efforts st preserving and interpreting the decumen-

tation, the work of the Bundeszentrale Dlr Heimatdienst (Bomn) and

the Institut flir Peitgeschichte [Munich) should alse be mentioned.

There was even for three years an fmerican Committee, founded ot

the 1959 Scholars' Conference called by the Kommission at Tutzing,
with a mimeographed Newsletter containing schelarly papers, biblio-
graphical and research nuL:ﬂ.E In the meantime, the volume of beoks
and erticles produced by private scholars--usually working without

subvention of any kind--has continued to mount. D. Wilhelm HiemSller,

eollector of the greatest independent archive on the Kirchenkampl

and himself a diligent writer, deserves special note. The histori-

sgraphy of the Kirchenkampf has gone through several stages in the

3 : .
last guarter century, and this Conference can be said to meet in the

fullness of Gime. e are all grateful to Wayne State University for



bringing together representatives of zo many different centers and
disciplines, and for proposing to help bring order to a field of
gtudy which threatens Lo expand beyond the possibility that any

one of us can by private initiative even keep contact with the
proving number vorking in its  Moreover, vwilhout a synopbtical effort
on anyone's part, the volume of specialized research by isolates can
miss the main point of the tragedy: the self-destructive bent of
alienated and de-husnanized man ino the 20th century.

The recenl work on the Church Struggle is not only of greater
volume: it alseo makes use of critically fmportant materials out-
side the church's own documentation, such as the captured Nazi Party
Tiles, the microlfilmed documents of the Sicherheitsdienst, ete.

The recent publication of John Conway's The Wazi Persecution of the

Churches and Ebérhard Bethge's biopraphy of Dietrich BonhoefTer seem
to me to indicate how muach Durther alonr wWe are oow, both in breadth
and depth, in understanding the various ways and contexts in which
the Church Struggle has mesning for us.

One of the participants in the 1999 Tutzing Confercnce was the
lete Alfred Wiener of London. Thne fliener [ibrory was slyeady on
its way Lo become a major center and resource for the documentation
of the Wazi "Final Solution to the Problem of the Jews" {Endl8sung)--
2 dimension of the problematic of religion and the Third Reich of
¥hich most Chriztian zeholars were still poly dimly aware. In
recent years we hawve had the development of the great ofTieianl
center memorializing the Holocausbt: Tod Veshem in Jerusalem. Yaod
Vashem is a memorial, a file of 4,000,000 murdered persons, and a

team of research scholars who--amonz other things--put out a
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scholarly quarterly on the Holocaust. The present lack of coor-

dinated effort, or even of awareness of comnectlion, belween the two
foei of our Conference is signalized by the fact that--althoush the
first million who perished in the concentration camps wWere non-Jews,
and their records are available at Yad Vashem--ne group of Christian

scholars, or even a university-sponsored group from ihe Bundesrepublilk,

has made any use of the materials.

The Jews have been writing their chronicles and histories--for
Jews, Some Christian scholars have been writing about the Church
Strugsle--for Christians. The deeper meaning of the Holocaust and

Kirchenkampf has scarcely penebrated the American scene at all.

Jewish leaders assure me that the imerican Jewish community has not
yet come to terms with the Holoceust--for renasons vhich are certainly
casy enough even for an cutgrouper to understand. [ess understand-
able, however--and especially in view of the rising power af the
Radical Right in America, ls the Tailure of the Americon churches

to work through the lessons of Lhe German church struggle. Even

the theological scheols give it only a passing glonce==chiefly,

I think, becuase 1t does not £it the kind of gelf=understanding

which fmerican Christendom has of itself., Thirty years ago, as

the Confessing Church was golng to its Synod at Bad Oeynhousen or

the Cerman Jews were Cacing the dresdful portent of the Fristalnacht,

there wore only bwe lending churchmen in fmerica who repeatedly and
clearly--and with interpretations which still stand the test of
Lime--warned of the true import of Maziam's war against the Jews
and the Christians: Beinhold Wiebuhr snd George Shuster. Today,

so far oo the churches nre concerned, it 1s only among the students



and younger theologlans that the questions constantly arlse which

the Kirchenkampf and the Holocaust put to traditional religious

ipstitutionsz, oven troditicnal rellplous lasmruame,

t 1s therefore with great anticipetion and gratitude that I
weloeome Wayne State Undversity's undertaking Lo develep a major
documentation and rescarch center on the Church Strugmle, and a
Horlh fmerican conter on the Holocaust. I am sure that I express
the sentiments of this whole company of scholers in uttering this
salutation. The Hayne Project signaliges, smong other things, the
way energetic concern Tor Belipgion ms an intelleectunl dizeipline
iz movinz out of the church ghetios into the state universities.

It also gives promise thet the most important events of recent gener-
abions of religious histery may at last gpet the peneral atbention
they descrve. It 1s not too much to say that the vigorous intel-
lectual and practical worls of the Duteh churches, both Catholic and
frotestant, and of o substantial sector ol the churches in Germany,
ig & result in pood part of thelr mastery of the lessons of the
Church Struggle and the Holocaust. And the confusion on the fmer-
ican religious scene, in spite of fleeting reference to ecumenism
and church renewal and inter-faith dinlogue Trom time to time, seems
to document that we are still working very lareely with the concepts
and assumptions ol 19th century cullurc-religion, of the happor
Lime before the flood waters covered the earth.

Most encouraging is the exteont to whiech various aspects of the
problematic have cought the atbention ond incpired the hard work
of scholars outside the theologleal riceld: historians, political

ecientists; sociclogists, socinl psychologists, experts in Fducation



and in Jurisprudence, psychologists. Since a fotalitarian system
by definition secks to conmguer all aspects of 1ife from Architecture
to Zoology, such a broad swecp of ocodemic concern is mpprﬂpriﬂtﬂ.E
Tt also signifies another very important theoretical consideration:
that the major theologicnl problems may often be illuminated not
by professionals--vho dig like meles cver deepoer Into the old and
proven veins of sustcnance--but by so-called "laymen” working in
so=called "scculnr" disciplines and idioms. The mounting of this
major Project, and the response of such an array of scholars with
no specific stake in orgonized relizion or official Theology, may
help to move Theology in fmerica out of the monolegue which still
commands its dally work.

The Theologlieal Meaning of National Socialism

In thooclogical fTerms, Hazism was the troe--if illegitimate--
offsprings of a Calse relationship beloccn the Christian church and
the cthnic bloe or nation {Volk). And it has its analogucs today
in plaeecs s distant from cach other as Alaboma and South Africa,
Belfaest and Beirut. Vhon cthnie history is infused writh “spirit-
uality"”, and a politienl program is mounted on disciplined cadres
to return a people to o mythicel mopism of the past, a4 Troptal chal=-
lenge to the Trus Church--on pilprimaze and supra-national--is
thrown dévm. The situation is confused, howewver, because most of

the baptized will sccomodate--c.g.; in Kirchenmusschilzse, or aposta-

tigg==c.7., in Vhite Citizens' Counecils, rather thon give the Bead
of the Church the undivided loyalty the onoes promised Him.,
It wae the glory of the Copfessing Church Lo have pereelved

that a frontal confrontation wvas invoelved, and no more izsuc of



oyerydey politics in p diszaster orea. The Toct that some saw the
swzeping dimensicns of the strugole sooncer than others; ond that

cvon the Bekenncnde Hirchoe did not immediately understand the

meaning of hatred of the Joews 23 hatred of the Jow, Jesus of Nazareth,
docs not detract one ioto from thoe debt the vhole church owes the
met of Barmen and whet they did.  HEart Barth pot it directly:

"National Socialism, sccording to its own revelation
of vhat is ig--a self-rovelation to which it has
devoted sll the time ond chenee £ill pow allowed-—-
is az well without any doubi sooothing quite differ-
ent from a political cxperiment. It iz, namely, o
relipions institulion of salvebion.

"It is impossible to understand Hatlonal Socialism
unless we sce it in fact as 2 new Islam. ™

And the men who prosented the Memorandum of Moy, 1935 to the Fihrer

of the Third Reich rightly ideptificd the offonce to the True

Church:

"Then blood, roce, netionality, and honour are rogarded
as ctoronl valucs the Tirst commondoont oblizes the
Chriztian to refuse this cvalustion. Uhen the Aryon iz
glorificd, the Word of God tcaches that all men are
sinful. I the Christlon iz Cfaced by Lhe Anti-Semitism
of the Naozi Weltanschauung to bate the Jows, he is, on
the contrary, bidden by the Christian Commandment to
love his neighbor.’

IMetrich BonhoofTor, martyred as Lhe war was ending, drew onc cofb=
erele conclusion--but o conclusion on which there iz still 1ittle
muidance in Christian Sheolopical literalure:

If we elaim to be Christians there is no room Tor

cxpedicney. Hitler is the fmtl=Christ. Therefore

we mast o on writh our work and eliminate him

vhether he is successiful or not."

The problem of discerning and defining the Christien cbligation

and style to resist illegitimate anthority, not to mention illegi-

timate action by logitimate aouthority, romains one of the most



excruciating agonies of Christisns today. The word "Anti-Christ”
iz the clue: for the Anti-Christ is not the honest and open ad-
versary, but the one who was once numbered within and has now gone
ever to the opposition. The misery of the Chureh Btruggle is nob
in the Tirst place battle with an cpen oppositiom: 1t 1% tho
aposiasy of the baptized, the convulsden ol Christendom.

Before the Church Strugsle with WNazism, the Christian corpus
gave very little guidance on the matter of resistance.” Eepresen-
tative govermment, in which each ¢itizen shares the resvonslibility
(and on oceasion the guilt) for policics implemonted by heads of
state, iz too new 4 thing in human history lor any large body of
interprotation to have emerped. But the cxpericnces of the Third
Reich remind us that not just absolutc monarchs who rule by divine
right must be warned and confronted on oceasion, but perhaps cspec-
inlly those govermments which elaim to have substontial--if some-
times Bilent"--#ajoritics acquicseing in their actions. In 3
rolice-state, without free acecss or epgross, the moral burden of
notional wrong-deine 1s corteinly no greater than in a socicty
which still hos some room for orpanizing public opinion and
prossure.

Bvenn in the most stricl Marxist areas, howewver, Lhe lessons
of the Church Struzgle are bearing fruit. The influence of Bon-
hoeTfor is markod. Vestern leaders have sometimes eritieized
Christliens 1n East Germany because they did not denounce Marxism
too ns 2 Mnow Islam" and doclarc ungualilicd resistance. In this
struggle tet, however, the first concern has been for the integrity

and authenticity of the church--not to defend an ideclogical



christondem. thot is at stake is not Christendom vs. o Marxist
state=church, but the freedom of a True Church to scrve the human
person.  To this ond, the state must be seculariged, not re-Chris-
tianiged--1.0., rendered modest, problem-solving, theologically
speaking "ercaturcly”. In Lhis respect, the existence-problem of
Christianz in a Marxist state is not strikingly different from their
problem in o seciety retrogressively commitced to "Christendom M
or, for that matter, different Irom that of Christians living under
gacral govermments in the Arab ILeamue.

Secularization vs, "Spirituality”

Tt ig quito wrong to assume that the Church Strugsle was a
battle to defend Christian Germany amainst the false teaching of
neo=barborians, just os wrong as it 1s o assume that the tragedy
of this ape is the arrival of a second greal age of the persecutions.
The tragedy is the wholesale apestasy of the baptized--thelir cager-
nessy in the name of "saving the world Crom atheistic Communism” and
"re-establishing lav and order”™ (and let us not Torget that Hitler
camo Lo populsr support and power on these two slogans!), to
eountonance the most brutal ond asti-Chrlstian of political measurcs

' net

to reconstitute o lost ege of religious monism. “hApostasy,’
"nergocution,” is the key word. And procisely for this reason the
question which comes to us out of the Church Struggle coneccrns the
pature of the Church, the measure of luman liberty, the Tuture of
the human porson.

IT wo po forward into liberty, wo must accopt pluralism and

voluntarylism and the dialogue as the gquelities of religious maturity.

Consonant to that is accephbance of tho sccularization process in



significant scctors of socickty: pgovermment, social vellare, public
- re ) Sy ;
odueation, hisher cducetion, the family. Bolicwing Jows and Chris-
tians must learn to distinmuish "religion-in-gencral®™ (positives
Christentum, to use the Hazi phrasc) and a formless "spirituality”
(Geistigkeit ), apd herc any eritical mind can joln them, from o
faith cormitment authonticated by 1ilfe in bhistory--carthy, concrete.
Az Hans Puchheim put. it in o finc study,
The elaim of the Fational Socinlists that therc hasz
nover boen for & long timo so much "belicving® as inm
zome Bonse in the yeor 1933 or the time of tho war,
iz not Talse; yol 1t wes in cvery rospect 8n ompticd
I : ; e p nll
faith, o faith false in content, intention and style.
For the Christian, at least, the anchor by which o vapue"raith" or
"ove of hmanity" or "spiritunliby™ can be prevented from fleating
inte the maclstrom of demonie ethnic religion {Teutonle, Arab,
fnglo-Saxon, Africon, or pan-3lav!) is precizsely his identification

with the Isracl of God. For him the ©final wversion is not Yolks-

pemeinschalt but the Kingdom of God, in which the peooples and

tribes of the farthest corBors of the carth shall gather about the
Mill of tho Lord and heoar His voico and do His will,

The Gentiles, however, con apostatizo:  they can toke on theo
proteciive coloration of thelr pro-bapbismal 1dentity and disappasr
back into the tribe and pre-history. 'nd vhen they do they leave
expoged the Jow, the ono who--whether he 1s personclly & belicwver
or not-=i% a sipn to the God of forshem, Issac; and Jecob. Ino a
vay mysterious and awosome, the Jows who perished in Hitler's Durope
porished for a truth which the Christians--execopt for those who
stayed Christian and were also bated and persecuted--betrayed: that

thoe Mithor and Judrme of history vwos made manifest to us oul of the Jews.



The tragic truth, a truth which the Christian culture - religionists
have not begun to grasp cven yct, is the truth that most of the
martyrs for Christ in the 20th century were Jews.

The moral claims of "religion-in-gencral" died at Auschwitz and
Theresienstadt. The pretensions of the Christian intellectuals to
a love for humanity--quite divorced from love, cven compassion,
toward spccific persons and groups--foundered on the mechanical
precision of the Nazi extcrmination of Furopean Jewry. The German
intellectual, overcome by a kind of spiritual vertigo as he contem-
plated the vast stretch of humanity, scttled for national we-fecling,
for ethnic (Teutonic) identity which automatically excluded the Jews,
And, as Koppcl Pinson showed in a fine study thirty-five years ago,l2
the prevailing combination of Protestant Liberalism and Pictism
preparcd him for that submission to a false particularity. The truc
particularity, which points at the cnd to a true humanism, is the
truth stated by Pope Pius XI: '"we arc spiritual Semites",
and by Krister Stendahl, "Christians arc a special kind of Jews."
In a mysterious way, the very particularity of the Jews is the
speeific against a genocidal folk-identity which follows on regres-
sion into cthnicity infused with picty. 1In this stage of history,
the particularity of the Jews is a testimony to universalism; it
is the scandal on vhich all Gentilc racism breaks its tecth. The
frenetic offort artifically to rcconstitute a religious monolith
alter the gods have dicd--vhether that monolith be the deutsche
Glaube or "Christian Amcrica" or Islam--invariably lcads from

hatred of the Jews to the overt forms ol attack.
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For those who will join me in repudistion of "religion-in-
general”™ and "splrituality” without content or integrity, but.arc
net preparcd to aceept the Christian Lheologicel Tormulation, let
moe state it this way: we are so situsted, in our various national
and racial contexts, that we caanot in fact love humanity without
loving comcrote, carthy, historie persons and groups. Under
prossure, wo shall cither retrogress to a Tirst love of the Gentile
tribve or nation, or we shell love that Isracl whose prophets and
scors point us toward 2 day of universal justice and pightoousness,
mercy and peace. Hatred of the Jows is often the first seiamo-
araphic reading of the covert emergence of a false partleulariam,
and we must learmn to recognize it as such.

Procisely for this reason we bring together Kirchenbkampl and

Holocaust at this Internationsl Confercence. For Christians--and
not just for the Jowish people!--the Holocaust is the most impor-
tant event in reeent Church Histery. For working theologians, it
has ealled into question the whole Tabric of Christendom, indecd
the wery language of traditiomal religion, just as among youth

and students 1t has rondercd the churches incredible. For scholars
of other disciplincs and vernaculars, political Anti-Semitism is 2
code Lo identify the totalitarian fdeolegies and systoms which arc
the curse of the 20th centyryr--whother our eyoes arc turncd toward
Mihe Jows of silence™ of Soviet Russie, the Jews ofstatchood which
Wasser promiscd in a public sddress on May 2%, 1957 Lo cxterminate,
or the Jows our fellow-citizens whe nre the specisl target of the

Radical Right.
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Reforence was made to the Ffalse "spirituality” which was so
strong in the Third Reich, and against which the men ol Barmoen
and the Confessing Church made their particular stand. In pracs-
tical termsz, bthe intorchangeability of this base ore of devotion
was recognized by Hitler himself. He told Bauschnlng on omng
ococaslon:

"Thore is more that binds uz to Bolshovism than separates

us Irom it.... I have always made allowance for thls

alreumstancee and hawve given Drﬂtrsl%hﬂt Tormer Jommuni 5Ls
be admitted to the Party at once."”-
For & Fruc belicver” of totalitarian type, one ¢lescd system i3
a8 good as anothor!

The Treazon of the Intellectunls

In theological terms, it is this interchangeability which
gives special pethoes of the irresponsibility of the German intel-
loetuals. For while the common [olk wore laft to the credulity and
gulck switch of the "true belicwer™, the liberal acagemics had
becn very largely rendered incepable of any ungualilfied loyalties—-
aspacially te institutional religion! Yot in the end thoey proved

as unable to stand egainst the clalms of the Volksgomelinschaft as

the most unlottered farmer or laborer. Leoking on Trom the balcony,
the men of the universitics and professions were quite able to
perceive the nadve and faulty charscter of unquestioned obodicnee

to amy party or sroup. Bui agein, when the day ol reckoning came
they were without moorings to withstand the cverpowering demands of
the ideological onc-party state. A8 Alberi Einstein noted in a
famous statoment, rosistance come fiot from the undiversiticas but

primarily from simple Christian laymon and thoir pastors.  The
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people of fhe congregetions who roemained Taithiul, and the pastors
who held true to the covopant, woere liviog ot 2 lowvel of trust
which men who lived from the Pell, from Tochne, could neither
understand mor identify with.

A "spirituality” which has no rolation to a known tradition,
a "religious moment” which invelves no loynltics to a known alter-
native, is what contomporary politicanl gnostielsm offers us. But
the gnosticism--the closcd systom of scerct koowledge--of the 20th
pentury corrics political forece oot noted in the Gnoatic heoresics
which tormentad the Barly L:]mr-::]mlII "Faith" which is divorced
from Judaism or Christianity, the "faith in faith" of which Will
Herbergz wrote in His elassic review of the Mmerican Reoligion—-

Rrotestant/Catholic/Jew (195%), in our day sconer or later finds

o political channel.

Let our view ol the haturc, thon--and it is precisely the
hope of things to come which gives history its mesning =nd shapo--
be governed by o clear wvislon. As Moltmann baz writicen in his

Theology of Hope, in criticism of the vague perspectives which

mar the econtomporary neo=-Liberalism, thoe transposcd cschatology of
the Greek momenl, the Mun, of cxlstentisdism, is far dd Plferent
from the promisc gmivoan Isracl.

Tt is ono thing to ask: where and whon does an cpiphany

off the divine, ctornal, immutable snd primordinl teko

place in the realm of the human, bemporsl and Eransicnt?

fnd it is another thines ©o ask: whon and vhere does the

God of the promise reveal his faithfulness smd in it

himzelf and his proscnco?’ -

We arc thrust back upon the csseptial Jewishness of our Hoilsge-

schichte--in spite of oll awercincss of the doogers of o lincar
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viow of history, polnted out by contextual cthicists and illuminated
by linguistic analysis, The troth iz that we shall as a people
elther lock for an epiphany in the Mmerican religion, which George
Wallacoe has a botter chance Lo declare than Horvey Oox or Polor
Berger or Martin Merly, or we shnil confess--howover haltingly--

the vision of Taainh for the time to come. The ifrony of our

recent decades 48 men of oducallion 15 severe: those who have

found the particularity of"Jewish folklorce and fable™ too confining,
too carthy, too finite, have epded in the pltiful widgarisms of
Toutonic or Anglo-Soxon or other Gontile ethniolby.

Oandhi was onee askod be astnte his prosptest grief, ond he
answerced, "the hardness of heart of the cducated.” Tt may be that
S¢ren Kierkegnord's iconoclastic word can fix the point: “...the
graator o oman’s equipment of lknowledge and culturo, the more
diffieull It ls for him to bocome o L:'n'r'i:r.f.[nn,"l’f' a=tinywny, [or
the purposcs of this discassion, the barder 1t is for him to
accopt inwolvement, commitment. Homodin Rolland telographed an
internationnl congrass of philosophers just bafore the opening of
World Wer I: "Think ac men of action. Act Az ooen ol thought."
This has not been the rocord: in the foce of one fotalitorinn
Lhreat after ancthor, the moen of fThe universitics have coppod out.
Sfren Kicrkemasrd's presontation of "the Professor” coerteiniy
remains the most porcoptive cxposuro of that permanent tentative-
ness, bheb spectator's stanco, wheroin thoe confusion of the selepkific
objoetivity of accurate roeporbtine and the moral objectivity of thoe
irresponsible has roduced iechniczl progress to Trivelity and

solf-destruction. You may reeall "the Professor”™: the professor,



if he eould have scen the crucifixion, would have asked 1f possible
tg have it repeonted, that he could be sure to hawe an accurato
report of all the dotadls! My hope is that at this Conferonce,
ond in bhoe Wayno Project, v shall not hesitate to drawr some of
the neccgsary, if pninful. concluziona to be drawn by study of
the Church Strugmloe and the Holocaust--oven when Lhose conclu-
glons ceme closc to home; oven when the lessons cast long shodows
nersss Lhe progent stabte of roaligion ond politics in the United
Stateal

Bovhooffor, of course, iy Lhe peodemic world well.  And he
know the Lerrible prejudice bpainst involvanonh fﬁmmw: cnt) in
conflict, csoeelally"politicnl" conflict. Many of the opponcnts

of the Gleichschaltung of the universitics, and of Lhe Dozent-

fihrer installed by the Party, tool Lhe conservative ground: the
university, as a rescrvotion for objoctivo scholarship and rescarch,
mast be kept froe of turmoil and conflict. (e hear the same
clitist armuments now, from these who eriticizme in Faculty mecting
the involwvement of thoir faculty colleaguce in anti-Victnam protests
and stop by the office afterwards to pick up their cheeks for
deTence »ocaenrch, ] The conservativen of the Qerman universitics
teorned Lhe walgarization of tho Nagi ¢ffect, which dishonorcd the
clagsicnl sinndards which had made the Soernan universitices and
seholarship the cenbcer of the literabe world. Yhat o difficult
decision 16 was Tor Bophooffor, who koow and loved thiz Acodomos-
ard could heve swevivod the war in o theological foculty in Amerios
(whilc carrying on schelarly work, of coursc!)--to deeide to go

back homs. Morally, ib mcant to re-ndTim involwement in that
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most ambiguous of ¢ivil acts: tyramnicide. Professionally, ik
monnt o adapdon Torever any chanee of enjoying the nendemic
preserve of Yebjectivity", of non-complicitys. The decision to
opposc Nazism was long since moade: the decision to eut off the
world of Liberel scholarship, snd those who defend its salocofness
with such felipo passion, wos the last and hardest step.

In discussing the lessons of Elrchenkampf snd Holognust Tor

the mon of the uniwvoersity we are nol only speaking, of course, of
university-trained mochanics--toechnicinns vwith university degreos
who were as copby ol humsne cdocation ne the bookkoepor at Dechou
or the plumber ob Bergen-Belzen, ond Juslh os reody Lo Tollos
prders. e arve refoerring to university men of Hmanisbie training.
TTherein was Lhe froason of the Intellectunls?

If we twn to o specific oloment, Lo Lhe professors amd
vriters of Gomoan Tiberal Protestonbism, poerhops we shell learn
somobhing aboul the peculiag porils of our vocoilion, mmd also goin
a clue as bo why Liberal Protostontiam in Mmorica today 1z so
cndomically-—if ususnlly covertly--fntl=Semilic. [For the teath is,
and this is tho tragedy of the intelloctunla in many places during
tho cenluary, that vhe acodemics bove proven inceffectuzl in the Toco
of tobtnlitarian thrusts Tor power and shobicringly conlased Lp the
Taes of the most ininmone of all godern irpntionalitics: hobred
of thoe Jows.

Looking bock on Lhe Church Strugele; in which he plaged such
an important fratornal part, Josef L. Hromodks onec wrobte:

"The liberal theology in Gormany ond in hor orbit

ubterly Tailed. Tt was willing Lo compromise on the
posential points of diving 1o and of "the law of

4
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nature'; to disposc of the 01d Testamept and to

acecpl the lmw of the ¥Nordie race instond; and to

roplece the "Jewish' low of the Old Testament by

the auntencmous lew of cach roce and pation rosooo-

tively., It had made nll the necessary proparsation

for the ‘I’;:.-m*_m};zl;n.ticn of Christionity " and Yor a

racinl Church.”™
Nor iz the preblom yot resolved in Gormon Protestontism, in spite
of the teatimony of the Confeossing Church. Az Samucl Grndmel
pointed out in a epitical cgsny on Rudelt Bultmonn's troatmont of
Judinsm, the dangor point romnine cxposed.  In contrasht to the
Fnrly Church, whorp--crxeopt lor Marclon-—-Josus nnd His messsgo
were understood 4o be n continuntlon of Judalsm, Professor Bultmann
presses Judnism Inbe bhe cramped mold of o distorted view of the
Law: he doseribes "nodudeizm thoet never exlsted so thot b ean

- P - - IIJ-'!jl

sob o ospeelal view of Jesus pver ogainst It The pranllcel to
frnold Toynbee's rvejectlion of the Jows as a foemitio Tossil" is

13 Bath rovenl the eoviort Anti-Scemitiom eof liborael

ztriking.
culturo-relipion. fAnd the roforences oxplein why they nnd thoir
collesmics and Tollowers inotinetively rogpond in oppositicn to
the eurrent moniCostebions of religious ond eulbural Fenniesonec
in vorld Jowreor.

The probles of Liberal jnti-Semitism is far more dapgorous
in fmerien, however, Tor we hove hore bhe last major scebor of
(hristendon which 6111 Yives relatively undi sturbed In thae baliy
doye of 19th contury cullurc-rol igion. The lessons to be lenrned

Prom KirchonkannD and Beloesust hove hordly ponctratoed our Protostant

sominnries, our liveral Protestani press, our church liternturc,
the Lhinking nnd seiting of ewen our ablest older theolomlans.
Lot me illuctrate. There wns econstituted o Uew monthe ogo,

under the auspices off the Noational Council of Churches and tho
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Eetlonal Conferonce of Catholic BLshond, 2 TMorking Porty ol twenty

eminent theologions to deal with the probleomatic: "Isracl: the

People, the Land, the gtate, " Firet ottention was Clxed, in

an effort to got behind cveryday politles snd humanilarian conccrns,
upon these theological issucs:
™. The Pramised Land and Our Responsiblllitics;

2. Our Besponsibillty for the Holocoust
o, Thoe Blgmificanco of Hatred of tho Jows in the
Hiztory of Christianity,
b. The Signiflesnec of Hatred of the Jews in Islam,
o, The Uniquencss of the lolocnust;

3. (ir Christicn Roaponsibility Tor Fooconciliation. Hid

Letters wore sent to hends of seminorics and gradunte departments
of Religicn, on the chance thet somevhore Biblical and church
historicnl sztudics might be geing forvnrd vhich weould widen ond
decpen the disrussion. Shortly thercalber o Letter arrived from
the doan of o seminary which censiders itsell the bulwark of
Mmerican Liberal Protestonmtism. The rolovant gepntoncts apd a8
Tollovws:
"o fter roading the Lopics T must say bhat I om dismayed
and wish to register my strongest protest. IT the Chris=-
tion Chureh iz really concerned for- reconcilintion in the
world, not least in the Middle Esst, T con bhink of many
nore Cruitlil opproeches Lhan this kind of gquesticn boggEing
nnd speecinl plesding effort. The Lopies ave so loaded as
+o be hardly nore than onc more propoganda effort to put
Amoricnn Christisn support behind prescnt Iasrvaell polieles.
I ponce apd reconciliation In the Middle Dast iz onc of
our Fundamental concerns why sek up programs thet tic in
the word like "resvensibility” to what iz a patently
rionist line of Yhoupnt. The C‘hr_ii.:tlz:_u rosponse te anbi-
Gamitiom is surely not Somitiam.™
Probably the loslt sentonce is bhe most revealing. 1 have appended
my reply te this paper, Tor such af noy carc to tale thoe time Eo

read it. For the purpose of this argument the sillont points orc thesc:
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1. "objectivity" has led to o rojection of overt invelvement
in this carthy conflict ond the debato which attends 1t

2. "hrmanity” has become the cnepy of nny avowed conercte
ptiachments;

3. A peneral religious snd othical fromework has led to rejoe-
tion of any opecial hely history, especially eny that hos to do
srith the Jows. In eonsequence, ¥hen push comos to showve, Lhe

covert ¥ulturantismitisnus crupts into implied charges thal

tchind the theolngicad study of a group ol troubled theolosinns
must 1ic o sinister Rlonist Inflacnoec.

Amoricnn Liberal Protestoantism is sick, and the theolosical
form of 1ts sicknous can be smmarized by saying thal It stands

golidly on tho ground bul lately wacabed by the Joutscohe Chrdston,

The Germon Chrlstisng (Doutsche Christen)

The inevitnble reoult of such scadomic nloofness and doctrinal
uneortningy in the Gormon unfversilics and churches was Lhe ratal
weakening of the tsmo cenkers which might have boon $he chiel
barricrs to the Fozi syctom. More thon that, they predictably
produced o gencration vhich camc to powor amiably inclined toward
H5pj_rl|..l_l_:_'|.'|.{‘|;..1,-"" and "rolision-in=gonsral T us ill-intormed 88 &0
the particular claims of the Chrictian falths

Althoush there were in fact groat dilferences of opinion
smong; Lhe Hazi leaders concerning the churen, the result of the
oarty's cophosis wns bthat an ipcrcasing mumber ol membors leTE the
churches and registered themselves ne "bolievers” without affiliation

(gottgifiibls}, The leadors whe werc not hostile appear to have boon

soorly informed an to Christinn doctrine. Many digplayed that
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cancipation voward bistorice communivy and confossion of Calth
which frtlele &% of the HSDAP Platform encouraged: "'The party as
such reprosenbs Bhe point of viow of o positive Christionitiy with-
ot binding itsell bo any poarbiculne copfession, TR fights the
gpirit of Jowish molerialism...." Goering's statement during the
trial ot Nirnbers oeoms to hove becn tyomicnl:
"I mysalf om not what you might eall o churchgoer, but
I hove sone now and theh, nnd heond nlvoys copsidercd T
beloenged Lo the Jareh nnd bhove o olwnys hod bhose Dung-
tions over which the Churel presides--morrioge, chris=
tepdng, bturinl, ¢t cotoero--ecarvied out in my house by
she Church.™ ™"
Thiz 1z obous s elear o stobemont bosed on culturo-relipion ns
ona is likely to find: it implics the privotizatien of religiom,
ond loayves no doubk g Lo bogic loyslty should conflict arisc
between siote snd chureh.

The most complets fomulation of o Christianity which accomo-

doted doctri Ly wns modo oy bhe Doutsche Christon, and the best

yritten statoment of Lhat position would scem to he Cajus Fabrieius'

Pogitive Christianity in.the Third Reich (1937). Basing his rajec-

tion of any objecbdive Semitle basis or unnssimilatable dommotic
formuloe vpon the 19th centory Tiboprel tendition of :_-_}:]'mr'l ential
aml noa-dominkie relizion,. Febricius el oub Lo define the now
relirlon of Gommony "in occordanee with the basic principleos of
Rzational Socialime," o io sure that Christinnity and Natfonal
Gocialism hawve The anme basic principles beeauss Chey both hose
"provm and beeome A ene wilh the spirit of the German nation
throughout. the history of conturics.” "the living rellgion of the

a S 3
Yol ecznnot bo conlined wrmthin o narvow scheme.. .. 3 Suel
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Mo aehome ' wonld be historiesl or doctrinal definition wwhich

challonged. the aystical basc of the Volkagemoeinschalt--an ontity

which Hitler said would be the Nezig" preatest conbrioution,

The mon of the Christien resistonco did nob viey holy history
or doctrine so lipht-heartedly, oslbboush they did nob alwpys spook
as bluntly az Hormann Sasso:

Mhe Trnnoalicnl Chured has Looslzel overy discuasion

wilbk Lhe avorrnl thoat ks dochrine is o permancnt :LI'J.'r-::-nt.El,

to Lhe morality mnd othieal foeling of the Germen race, ™ .
Hovertheleas, they spole plainly cnoush Lo be accused constantly of
"meddiines i politlies”, to be chorged vith “fundamentolism” for
nrzerding doctrines nob acgoetinble, and to be onswored by a Swoorm
of patphlets 1ike the ncd-Tatheran "Ansbzeh Counsel" (June 13, 1934)
which affirmed o poondral pevelabion mode monifest in the nation and
its divinely apnointod Fdhrer,

fme Ls inevltobly remindsd of the ecatatic alfirmation of
"non~soctarion religion®™ to be Ffound in fobort Heloh's The Blue
Dawniis

"T bBelieve thore iz o broodey pnd more gueorpassing faith

to which we cin a2kl subSeribé....dnd I bodiéwvs 11 1 an

ermobling concaption, equally acceptable to the most

Pundosmentalist Cheistian or the meoat roticonnlist idealist,

bocouse its vwhole purpost iz Lo sirencthen ond synthoslzc

the conoebling charaotorictlices of ooch men ond the onnobling

impulses of hisg own personnl religion.”

"I is hard Tor man to realize thot the Imfinite ptill remains

inTinite, untouchoed in Ifs romofconess and unroduced in Ths

infinity by man's most ambitious approaches or that 21l of man's
increasing knowledge leaves Dhe Unlmownble just s complotoly
unknoyble e bhefore, Bt T fhink thet; being allowed now Lo
grasp thisz truth, yo should coase Lo guarrel and disagree over

boy elooe s are o God.  PPor wolopro using & torm ghich, in o
literal context, or sbjectively, has no meening. '™



This ig, from a Biblical point of vicw, the lanmuage of atheism.
From the point of view of foaseiats, it svoids the roproach of
outright atheism by appearing tolerant and got l.Glﬂuerf:.

The Demveche Christopn were ot least logical cnoupgh Lo press

the religlon of the cthnic base, infused with "spiritunlity", through
to its logicnl conclusion: Anti-Bomitiom. Irn their 1932 Platform
they appealed te nll Christians “of Germon type’ and affimed
"herole plety". Repudiating all conTessiopal partics, thoy eited
the exporicnec of Gormon forelen missions which "hawve Tor o lons
time called to the Germonm nation:  fEeep yoursell rocinlly pure. '™
They then wonl obf Lo condonn sasocistion vith Jows, ospeoially
intor-marrinse, md cven missions Lo Lhe Joweg=="the ontrweay lor
forcimn blood into cur pational |-.r_ucj,‘1,r.":l"":I
Conclusion

rr

o oo rebwned Lo Lo origioal guestion: Ghe relatioaship of

Kirchonkempl mnd Holecoust. Yhen op effort iz made o ont Chrdstian=

ity from its pesontinlly Somitic basc, whon oo rebificinl effort i
mode to ro-cstablish Lhe myth of Christendom, when bthe culbure-
religton of n Goptile rooo or notlion bocomes infused with spirit-
aality ond historic destiny, we are foce $o0 Tece with the Adversary.
Those vno attempt to domesticofc the church, to malte 1t in corrupted
Torm oomere creature of the shbate, were of nocessity compellsd o
dostwe thiops of greavs Lheolofpicenl import. Foroone thiog, they
wora dyiven to oppoce internotional contactz, to close off 211

copmunication with the Eoumens, The importonee of bhe Kirchenkompd

and the ualversal Chreigtian fellowship Lo cdaeh obther 1o on exben-
; 31
sive thomo, breoated on onobhor aeeasion,” Martin Boimenn™ s medlel

£

program Tor the "Tinnl solution to the chureh problem”, subsequently
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publiched and ably oeplyeod in Ghe Germon Hommiszion's wolume on

i l_.’:".':tl‘.l:!.'_'.ﬂi.l,.:il;l rives further evideéence on how important Bormann--
the oblest and moot Implocable of Christlenity’s enemics in the
Hozi imer c¢ircle--thoyght cutting ofT contaects with the world
Christion fellorship to be. Oa the second mabior, the "CMlasl zolu=
tion to the Jowrdich problem™, the ohureh-=-ovon Lhe hard core of the
Confosaing Churrh==did less well; ond the elimination of Buropoon
Jewry 1o the one plank of Titler's platfoim in which he could count
O major suocess.

Tn the Tinel peroxyms of "Christendom", ns anxious powers
gtrive Lo resish the procosi of scculnrization and the pattera of
plorniism which modernity hris Ehruct apon 11, Jows dnd Chrigtinns
of tho pilgrim church hove nlike boen Sperlficed to bad politics
end lowprade Gentlle religion. The erisiz in eredibility Cheed
by Lhe churches, which hes nlicpoted the youbh and students ond
driven the younger theologisns to seell o new form of words, has
croated o waatelond whore only o 'ow [lowors of ronewal give color
and bring hope. One 15 reminded of o child's poem which survived
from the cxtormination centor al Thoresionstadt, where 15,000
Jowish children weoro murdercd.

"Then,

&owpek ofter Lheond,

Bverythines will be cmpbty hero.

Ao Tuanory dove will peck Por bresd.

In the @middle of the strect w11l stond

hn -:m;‘.:L;-.rj_‘LlirL:.r
Hearse, " 33

mven Lo fmeries, bebind the Toende of stotisticnl ond Institutional

success arc heard the rumblings of' She preoliminsyy stopes of o

Church sbragsle wvhich olffectszs oven the budsebs of Lhe booprds and
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agencles. Pathologienl study of the Gérman Fivchenkane con toench

na o great deal about the politiend and theological roealitics of
the 20th consury. (ne of thesce realities is the Taet that retro-
gression Lo sseral socicty, to a mythical and thercfore Calse har-
mony, iu nccomponicd hy outbursts ngoinst the historicnl people the
Jowg--cven bolore "the strugele of the clurch against the church for
the church n2H sots ip. The Jow, vho cnmmot disappear into pro-
history, 1s o carrogate for the Christian, who con.

T hewe not sousht to deprecisic the witness of those nendemies
or patriots vhe &5 men whoe loved culture or Lheir country, oF both,
hove Tought fnti-Scmitism. T was profoundly movixd to rond Yovgend
Yovbushenko's poom "Bobi ¥ar", to vwhich Elic Wiescl enlled my

~ttention in his boolk, The Jows of Silonce. A Genkile, Yewtushenko

has borne politicndl apd socinl cpprobrium Tor o patrictism which is
humanc==n rore thing in any port ol the world those daysl

"Lt the "Intornotionsde’ ring oul

When tho lazt anti-Semitc on corth i3 buricd.

Thore Ls po Joewlish blood in ming,

But T om hated by every anbi-Bemite as o Jons,

fnd for this ronson,

I am a true Bussion, " 72
I om personally convinecd, howewver, thob fnti-S8emitiam con no longer
te handled =5 » humonitoarisn fssue., The vory term"Anbi-Scemitism™,
which we use beeause it hrs bocome part of the langunge since Lhe
19th century humanitsrian plers, L@ inoccurste ond mislending--
among other things berouse one of its mest viclent cxpressions is
mounted in recent deendes by "Somites™, by Arabs Lo whom the Holy

War {jihnd} apninst the Jews of Isrecl is o religious obligation,

Islom, in disselution, ia producing mony of the same frontie
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respomscs oa Christendom in deesy. OF these the most blosphomous
is hotrcd of the Jowa.

For mc, the problim is bosicnlly theologlenl: 1t coocerps
the moture of man, his ultimote loynlty, his flnsl Sdentity, his
cond-time {eschnton), The aature of the historicol process 1s Itself
at stoke ag well s 1ts consummation. Such affinsations connot be
proved induetively, thoy sre not objeets of "the historical method, ™
and I do not oxpect that they will cosmond themsclves immedistely
to all scholars here assembled. e com, howewver, cstablish in
negative torms and criticnl smadyses the indisszolublo relation-

ship of Kirchenkmnpf and Holoemst. Ao for the question whothor

Jows anfl Christions shore a conmon future, which may move n theologian
to read and think sbout the cvidence=-each of us must usc his own
vernecalnr, and iT'we achleve st loast o anrtinl pehtecost ol this
Inmternationnl Confercoec s shnll ndso begin to undorstand each
other's languages in the uwndversity nnd to do something for inter-
disciplinary cooporation. A&s we do that, we shall arain bogin to
spetk for mop--and not contivne to eontribute to hig frogmentstion,
aliemition nnd do-humanigation at the honds of political apd
oeodowie machines,  We ghall alss porcelss thet the most owfal
figae of this cenlury is the techniently compotont barbarion--
espreially whon he claims the sanction of reliplon for his

politics af pride.
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AE&'ndi:{

Fobruary 10, 1270

I hawve your leotter of Fobrusry Sth, and--frankly--T am
shocked more thon I shaldl be able ndequotely to convey in
writing.

The Study Project wns constituted under the Notiomnd Council
of hurchos rad She Metional Conforconce of Cotholic Bisheps. Ifs
prioritices warce fixed by wote of o group of theologicns of front
rank (both Catholic and Protestant ), in an effort to get behind
mabters of ovepydny politics pnd hmanitnrisn conecern Lo 4 gZemi-
ipely theological study of Chrizstion ond Jewish holy history.

In the theolesienl seasc, de Jows and Christinns share ncommon
future? Are Christisns "» spocinl kind of Joews'? Did God's pur=
poge for the Jews ond with the appecrance of Jesus of HNngorceth?

Does Christinnity hove = place in Jowiph ezchatoleogy? What iz the
meaning of the Holocsust in Chriction (ond not just Jewish) history?
In the breckup of Christendom nnd Islom, what 18 the significance
of hatred of the Jews [whot 19th eentury huwanitnrions callod
"Anti-Semitisn")? What is the role of Christians in inter-falth
recancilinbkion?

To cnll this theologicnl concern "guestlon begging ond special
pleading™ and "a patently Zionist line of thought”™ is to revenl =
povart Anbi-Somitism which is shockins--in ftho most proclse sSenss
of the word. Parthommore, it rovesls proecisely the Bind of Antl-
Gemitism which infeoted and neuwbralized Germon Liboral Protestantism.
Tho mon of the dnd edition of the BEG hoelped to prepare the wogr
for Auzschwitz and Thercsicnstadt, and when the Doy of Reckonipg
ceme in the Third Reich liberala like Sccberg, Hirsch, Hornecl:
flunked their cxems. Why?--in good part boconso they were Marciondite
heretics in their repudinbion of o specinl reloticonship of Chris=
tians Lo the poople and seripturcs of Isracl;

I think by now woe should prefer to tole cur stond with the men
of tho Confeassing Church, who witnessed ngninst (Teutonde) culbure-
relipion, and with Fius X1, whe declooed the trath thet Chrizstinns
sre "spiritunl Semites".

in sy onse, to view o serious theological study of siuch motters
ne port of "the Zilonist conspirney’—-—thonk honvons you didn 't use
that phrase, althoush your protest bos (hod avertonel-=simply indi=
eates the extent Lo which Amerlepn Liberal PFroteostontism occupics
the pround but Lataly wvoentod by the Idubseche Chreistcn. Hor is this
o upiguely Protestasnt phenomenon:  Ootholic culburc-relipion is
endemicnlly Anti-Somitic foo.  Reod Jesterrcicher's execllient and
detailed description of Lthe ¢fforbts mode ol Voddleon IT Lo prevent
declerations rectilvios Lhe wronrs opeinsl Lhe Jows=-=-ineluding oven
regigtonce to climinstion of the deicide enlumny [Vorgimler, wol.
TII.)! Rend the Anti-Semitic propogands, complete with walgnr cop-
toonz, which now isgues from the Belrot "Christinan” contors!

The truth is thol Cheistendom is sick, sick with so wicked n
mrlnige that the baphbized destroyed 5.000,000 Jows in Hitler's
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Appendix--poge 2

Eurcpe, so sick that mony "Christian" lenders were prepared Lo
lock oo from the baleooy while Hasser trled to eorry oub his threot
of o Second Holecrast in Junc, 1957,

My cornest plen is €hot before you joln the Neg-Nozis, Commu-
nists, nnd blnck cthnies (not to mention the American Hadicnl Right!)
in autometicnlly congidering the cssontinl affinity of Judaism snd
Christionity "patently Zionist", you examine your owm theologicnl
commitments.  The Joews are nobt Cherckecs, nnd the wrong done them
by Thithless baptizged is not the some bhing ne the whiteo man's 1njus=
tige to the Amcricnn Indisns. Thore Is o demople guality to hatred
of the Jews which molwes It more Lhon bumen eruedty: it is bloaaphemy.
By the amme tokeon, the guilt of Christians and the obligntion to
repent and right the ancicont wromg i= for heavior upon uz.

I refuse to admit, persooally, that thoe oot thet I love my
wife commits me to “speci~l pleading”--or thot it diminishes to any
dogroe the love which T owe nll womsnkind. I also dony that the
lowe o Christion owes the Jows fa o donial of his duty to hamonity.
Gulte the cantrary: T deny vhat smyone enn love ot pll unless ho
loves econcrotc, enrthy, histerienl persons ond peoples.

Sincorely yours

Franklin H, Littell
Profiesgor
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