
SUBAWARD VS. VENDOR 

Subaward Vendor  

Subawardee services are uniquely designed in 
response to each project,  
and not provided commercially 

Vendor provides the goods or services 
commercially 

Subawardee technical lead is usually a 
scientific collaborator, or even a co-PI on the BC 
project 

Vendor operates in a competitive 
environment 

Subawardee retains rights to intellectual property Vendor retains no rights to intellectual 
property 

Subawardee participates in development and 
execution of statement of work. 

Vendor provides the goods or services 
ancillary to the operation of the federal program 

Subawardee results are likely to be 
published in the scientific literature and/or 
subawardee is likely to be a 
co-author on a BC publication 

Vendor not likely to publish or contribute to BC 
publication 
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