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Academic Resources & Technology

John J. Burns Library of
Rare Books and Special Collections
The University’s special collections, including the University’s
Archives, are housed in the Honorable John J. Burns Library,
located in the Bapst Library Building, north entrance. These
distinguished and varied collections speak eloquently of the
University’s commitment to the preservation and
dissemination of human knowledge. The Burns Library is
home to more than 150,000 volumes, some 15,000,000
manuscripts, and important collections of architectural
records, maps, art works, photographs, films, prints, artifacts,
and ephemera. These materials are housed in the climatecontrolled, secure environment of Burns either because of their
rarity or because of their importance as part of a special
collection. While treated with special care, these resources are
available for use at Burns to all qualified students, faculty, and
researchers. Indeed, their use is strongly encouraged, and
visitors to Burns are always welcome, either simply to browse
or to make use of the collections.
Though its collections cover virtually the entire spectrum of
human knowledge, the Burns Library has achieved
international recognition in several specific areas of research,
most notably: Irish studies; British Catholic authors; Jesuitana;
Fine Print; Catholic liturgy and life in America, 1925-1975;
Boston history; the Caribbean, especially Jamaica; Balkan
studies; Nursing; and Congressional archives. It has also won
acclaim for significant holdings on American detective fiction,
Thomas Merton, Japanese prints, Colonial and early Republic
Protestantism, and banking. To learn more about specific
holdings in Burns, please see www.bc.edu/burns
The John J Burns Library is open Monday through Friday, 9:00
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. The Library is closed on all University
holidays. Visitors are always welcome and are encouraged to
view the permanent exhibition areas of the Library. Guided
tours are also available upon request. Patrons using the
collections must do so in the Burns Reading Room where
specialized reference and copy services are provided. Burns
sponsors an active exhibits and lecture series program.
Source: Burns Librarian

The Language Laboratory
The Boston College Language Laboratory, serving all the
language departments, students of English as a foreign
language, and the Boston College community at large, is
located in Lyons 313. In addition to its 32 listening/recording
stations and teacher console, the facility includes 20
workstations (16 Macs, 2 Dell desktops, 2 Dell wireless
laptops), 4 Mac wireless laptops, 2 laser printers, a Web server,
a materials development workstation, 2 TV/video/DVD
viewing rooms, 2 individual

carrels for TV/videocassette/DVD viewing, a CD listening
station, and portable audio and video equipment. The Lab's
media collection and print materials directly support and/or
supplement the curriculum requirements in international
language, literature, and music.
The Lab's collection is designed to assist users in the
acquisition and maintenance of aural comprehension, oral and
written proficiency, and cultural awareness. Prominent among
the Lab's offerings that directly address these goals are
international news broadcasts and other television
programming available through the Boston College cable
television network and made accessible to lab users via
EagleNET connections and/or via videotaped off-air
recordings. These live or near-live broadcasts from around the
world provide a timely resource for linguistic and cultural
information in a wide variety of languages.
Students (undergraduate and graduate), faculty and B.C.
community members who wish to use the Language
Laboratory facility and its collection will find the Laboratory
staff available during the day, in the evening, and on
weekends to assist them in the operation of equipment and in
the selection of appropriate materials for their course-related
or personal language needs. Digitized audio programs from
the Lab's collection are also available on the Boston College
network 24 hours/day, 7 days/week to students officially
enrolled in courses in which these programs have been
adopted as curricular material. For more information about
the Language Laboratory, visit its Web site at
http://www.bc.edu/langlab.
Source: Language Laboratory

University Archives
Archives are the official non-current papers and records of an
institution that are retained permanently for their legal, fiscal,
or historical values. The University Archives, a department
within the John J. Burns Library, contains: the office records
and documents of the various University offices, academic and
other; copies of all University publications, including student
publications; movie footage of Boston College football; some
audiovisual materials; and tape recordings of the University
Lecture Series and other significant events. A significant
collection of photographs documents the pictorial history of
Boston College. Alumni, faculty, and Jesuit records are also
preserved. In addition, the University Archives is the
repository for the records of Newton College of the Sacred
Heart (1946-1975) and the documents of the Jesuit Community
of Boston College (1863-).
Source: University Archivist

