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 Sustainability can be embraced in a variety of ways, and decisions made by local
communities can set an example for the wider integration of environmentally-friendly
practices. Pastor Mike Laird of the New England Chapel demonstrates just how creative you
can get when thinking sustainably in his project to remodel an abandoned site.
 For over seventy-five years, Ficco’s Bowladrome had been a favorite spot for the local
community. It was shut down in 2015 after being bought out with plans to convert it to a
shopping mall. However, that changed when it caught the eye of Pastor Mike Laird a few
years later.

A Perfect 300 Makeover
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Grace Healy contributed to this story

March/April 
 Edition

Featured

Our Team

Connect

Questions about our content?
Contact us at ecopledge@gmail.com

A Perfect 300 Makeover
 

EcoPledge Volunteers To Clear
Invasive Species From Webster

Woods
 

BC's Environmental Eats
 

EcoPledge and the Gavel: A
Dialogue on the Environment

 
Events Look-Through in Photos

Invasive species. The term can evoke entirely different meanings depending on the person.
For some, extraterrestrial invaders like Invader Zim, Teletubbies, and E.T. come to mind.
The definition for environmentalists is more rooted in reality, but is still equally as sinister.
Invasive species are non-native organisms who wreak havoc on the fragile equilibrium of
ecosystems in various covert ways. For example, bittersweet vines wrap around trees,
weighing them down until they eventually wither and collapse. Bushes of honeysuckle act
like parasites out of a science fiction movie, smothering native species by outcompeting them
for nutrients, sunlight, and moisture. With such formidable invaders, who would stop them
in the Greater Boston area?

EcoPledge Volunteers To Clear Invasive Species From
Webster Woods
By: Thomas Lee

See "Bowling Alley Church" 
on page 2

The New England Chapel fosters community in their new space.
Photo courtesy of Pastor Mike Laird 

See "Invasive Species Efforts" 
on page 2



However, Laird was able to see past the
initial roadblocks and create a design that
incorporated extremely sustainable
methods!
 Not only did he and his parish repurpose
the outer structure, they were able to
recycle and reuse many of its interior
elements as well. They made a point to
incorporate the original bowling lanes in
as many spaces as possible, including the
check-in desk, window bar, coffee bar,
conference area, and “kid zone.”
In addition to the recycled bowling lanes,
Laird worked with a project demolishing
company in Boston, and they were able to
take and repurpose all the carpeting,
cabinetry, and LED light fixtures of the
old building for the renovation of the
alley. This cut down on costs for the
parish while repurposing materials that
would otherwise be destined for a landfill. 
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Pastor Laird immediately saw the
potential of the building as a new home
for his congregation, the New England
Chapel. Located on one of the main
roads of Franklin, MA the alley would
provide higher visibility to the
community and thus better publicity
for the church. Laird knew there were
plans to demolish the building
structure, and he was aware of the
sentimental value it held. After taking a
closer look, he realized that the
structure could be preserved. “Many
townspeople and parishioners used to
bowl here,” Laird said, explaining his
desire to keep that history and sense of
tradition preserved in the new life of
the building.
At first, it was difficult to envision how
the space could be redesigned to fit the
requirements of a church setting.

Although Pastor Laird had no prior
experience with working sustainably, his
endeavor has been wildly successful.
From his original hopes of greater
visibility and more space, he and the
New England Chapel have picked up
over fifty new regular attendees. The
location on a main street has allowed the
parish to integrate into the community
and brought in numerous curious
townspeople. For a parish whose goal is
to “break down boundaries and
barriers,” this bowling alley reboot has
proved to be an extremely successful
endeavor and can hopefully serve as an
example of just how creative you can get
with sustainability. 

Repurposing a bowling alley and returning the space back to the community 
Photos courtesy of Pastor Mike Laird 

Bowling Alley Church Demonstrates Sustainability at the Local Level

Conditions were harsh, with thorns and
heavy lifting a source of anguish and sore
muscles. 
The volunteers banded together to face
these challenges through the power of
collective action and camaraderie,
dutifully clearing the biggest obstacles one
by one one. Once their mission was
complete, our brave volunteers reveled in
the satisfaction of removing these species,
and enjoyed a lovely afternoon out in
Newton Center to celebrate.
 Fighting invasive species is a never-ending
battle, so the EcoPledge Volunteers look
forward to the next opportunity to make
a difference in restoring the balance of
our ecosystems, while having a lot of fun
on the side.

 EcoPledge’s Volunteer Corp answered
the call to tackle this grave problem, for
the benefit of all Boston College Eagles
and alumni alike. Operatives from all
corners of the BC student body
mobilized on Saturday, February 12th
to run a cleanup focused on the
identification and removal of certain
invasive species from Webster Woods.
Aided by the wonderful Newton
Conservators who generously supplied
participants with equipment, members
split into groups in order to take down
the imminent threats – a few bushes of
honeysuckle and numerous bittersweet
vines dotted around the thick brush.

EcoPledge volunteers hunting for local invasive species
Photos courtesy of EcoPledge Volunteer Committee

Invasive Species Efforts at BC

 "Bowling Alley Church" 
from page 1

 "Invasive Species Efforts"  from page 1
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"power of collective action and camaraderie" in the Webster Woods
Photos courtesy of EcoPledge Volunteer Committee

The new renovations at Carney’s dining hall, commonly
referred to as “Mac”, have caught the attention of many
hungry Boston College students intrigued by new dining
options. Renovations include the space being split into
four stations – BC Fresh, Carney Kitchen, Eagle Oven, and
Upper Grill. The seating plan has also been transformed to
better accommodate the space to be more than a place to
eat, but a place to meet as well. With all of these exciting
changes, it is easy to lose sight of the sustainability
programs that BC Dining has in place. I had the
opportunity to speak with Megan O’Neill, Associate
Director of BC Dining Services, and Sharyl Thompson,
Mac Dining Hall General Manager, in order to learn more.

BC's Environmental Eats
By: Lily Harden

BC Dining has many sustainability initiatives that fall
under the umbrella of their Choose2Reuse program. One
of the latest initiatives is the new partnership with Fill it
Forward. Fill it Forward makes donations to third-party
organizations that focus on water-based projects, such as
planting trees to promote moisture retention in crops and
providing resources for job training. The donations are
based off of users’ scanning a sticker each time they fill
their reusable cup or bottle, which tracks users’
environmental impact in the Fill it Forward app. BC
Dining sells their own reusable water bottles that come
with the barcode sticker for the program, offering both a
stainless steel bottle and a reusable plastic bottle.

EcoPledge and the Gavel: A Dialogue on the Environment
By: Sebastian Haedelt

 On February 18th, 2022, The Gavel
and Ecopledge jointly held an
environmental panel open to attendance
for the Boston College student and
faculty. The panel was moderated by the
Editor in Chief and Manager of The
Gavel, with four panelists. Two of the
panelists were from Ecopledge, and the
other two were from The Gavel, and
each one brought their own unique
perspectives enhanced by their class
years, hometowns, majors, interests, and
the classes they have taken at Boston
College. The moderators started off by
asking the panelists about
“Intersectional Environmentalism” and
the role they feel it should play in
current discussions on
environmentalism. One panelist
answered by describing 

intersectional environmentalism as
“putting out different information on
topics under the umbrella of
environmentalism” and arguing that it
highlights the connections between
people, the planet, and the local and
global issues that influence them both.
She also discussed how Boston College
is a predominantly white institution,
and as a result, we as a student body
need to do more to highlight the
struggles faced by black people,
indigenous people, and people of color
globally and in the Boston College and
Boston communities. She highlighted
her involvement in “The Food Project,”
a teen program for students in Boston
that focuses on sustainable agriculture,
health, and their communities through
the development of urban gardens.

In addition, The Food Project hires over
100 young people each year to grow
over 200,000 pounds of fresh produce
and distribute them within Boston. The
other panelists highlighted other aspects
of “Intersectional Environmentalism,”
such as the influence of race, class, and
gender in how one perceives and
interacts with the environment.
Intersectional Environmentalism also
requires the acknowledgement that we
are on stolen land belonging to
indigenous peoples, and we need to
incorporate indigenous peoples in
discussions of the environment and
sustainability and listen to their unique
insights on the effects of certain
practices.

See "Sustainability in Dining" 
on page 4

See "Gaining New Insights" 
on page 5



Another program is Green2Go, which
has been implemented at BC for five
years now. Have you seen those bright
green to-go containers around the
dining hall? That’s Green2Go! It’s very
easy to join. To receive your green
reusable meal container, all you have to
do is pay a one-time $9 fee (which you
can pay using your Residential Meal
Plan) and download the Fill It Forward
app. When you go to any of the 3
major dining halls on campus (Mac,
Lower, or Stuart) with your container,
dining staff can replace it for your next
meal, and the app tracks whether you
have returned your container. Each
container has its own barcode sticker
for tracking. 
“[Using the Fill it Forward app] tracks
how much water you are drinking and
whether you have returned your
Green2Go containers,” said Megan
O’Neill, Associate Director of BC
Dining Services. “That way you don’t
have to think ‘Hey, did I return my
container?’ It tracks it for you.”

BC Dining also has programs in place
to tackle food waste. In 2012, BC
Dining began a student-run
organization called Every Bite Counts.
Starting with just three students, there
are now around 150 volunteers who
take part in the program. Any food left
on the serving lines is donated to local
organizations that distribute meals to
families in need. 
“They help a lot of people,” said Sharyl
Thompson, Mac Dining Hall General
Manager. “Whether it’s a women’s
center, a student group, or anyone in
the Greater Boston area.”
For food that has already been
purchased and not finished, students
can choose to compost. BC Custodial
Services has a contract with a company
called Save That Stuff for the entire
campus and all of its recycling,
compost, and trash pickup.
The dining hall itself also has
environmentally conscious features
that may go unnoticed by students. 

For example, new warmer wells used
for temperature control were integrated
into the system in the past few years.
This means that water is not used to
heat food, which not only conserves
water, but is also more time efficient.
The water refill stations have also been
upgraded to match the ones students
see all over campus.
For weekly updates and fun facts on
sustainability in BC Dining, follow
@bc_dining on Instagram! If you are
interested in volunteering with Every
Bite Counts you can reach out to
student leaders Ryan Bates and Sophia
Whalen or the head of the group Sharyl
Thompson.

Incorporating Sustainability in Dining Initiatives at BC 

This Month on the Heights...

 "Sustainability in Dining" from page 3

EcoPledge's tote bag decorating event!
Students display their creativity on "blank
canvas" tote bags on a beautiful spring day.
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EcoPledge's tote bag decorating event!
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EcoPledge beyond the

Heights...

EcoPledge Activism Committee presence at a
global climate strike in Boston Commons
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EcoPledge volunteers clear up the piling
waste on beach front.  

The panel addressed issues such as the interplay between
environmental issues and social issues, how Boston College can make
a meaningful impact on the climate crisis, and how to educate those
who do not believe in climate change, and more. The panel was an
hour and a half long, and I left the panel feeling more educated and
with more questions than I had when I arrived. As a student at
Boston College and a member of EcoPledge, it was heartening to see
my peers work together with other clubs to discuss these important
issues and give their unique perspectives on the potential solutions.
This panel helped to showcase how regardless of your major or career
interest, the environment is important and relevant for everybody.
The interdisciplinary connections between fields like political
science, economics, psychology, education, and biology were on
display as the four panelists answered questions and discussed their
views. I thought the questions on intersectionality in
environmentalism were fascinating and very educational, as I had
never heard that terminology before.
 It was refreshing when discussing the environment to not stick to
the same questions everyone always asks, but instead to cut deep and
talk about waste management, deferring to indigenous people, and
how urban design contributes to increased emissions. Panels like this
are an important way for environmentalists and people passionate
about climate change to educate themselves and those around them.
I hope that EcoPledge and The Gavel host more of these panels and
incorporate other organizations to hear even more perspectives.

Gaining New Insights from Fellow
Environmentalists 

 "Gaining New Insights" from page 3

EcoPledge volunteers hunting for
invasive species 


