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by Joanna Choe

 After the reluctant decision to 
cancel the 2020 Conference of the 
Parties (COP), representatives from 
the Parties of the Convention eager-
ly convened in Glasgow, Scotland on 
October 31st to resume and make 
strides in the global effort to con-
front the climate crisis. The United 
Kingdom and Italy took the lead in 
the UK-Italy Presidency Partnership 
and detailed the expectations that 
would reinforce the Paris Agree-
ment that finalized COP21 in 2015. 
A fundamental goal for this year’s 
meeting was to achieve unanimous 
compliance to net zero carbon emis-
sions in order to limit average global 
warming to 1.5C above pre-indus-
trial levels. In addition to renewed 
commitments to emissions-reduc-
tion targets, participating countries 
were expected to bolster these pledg-
es by phasing out coal energy. 
 Equally essential goals for the 
COP26 were materializing adapta-
tion strategies for those already con-
fronting climate change effects — a 
burden disproportionately felt by 
developing countries — and finan-
cial resources to aid these efforts by 
developed countries and the private 
sector. An important factor in this 
was inviting indigenous peoples and 
other marginalized communities to 
the conversation so that strategies 
reflect the most pressing issues. Ul-
timately the culminating aspiration 
was that these efforts would shelve 
any strained relations and invigo-
rate a global alliance that prioritizes 
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witness negotiations and contribute 
to discussions on environmental re-
search and policy. As observers from 
a leading research university, the BC 
team could directly see how leaders 
of state construct evidence-informed 
policy decisions.
 Among the attendees was 
Schiller Institute Visiting Professor 

action and cooperation. 
  Their enthusiasm was echoed 
by the advocacy groups, environ-
mental experts, businesses, non-gov-
ernmental organizations, and news 
and media who looked to expand 
the dialogue amongst the observer 
parties. Among these participants 
was Boston College’s first delegation 
of faculty and students from various 
fields of study, who were invited to 

Boston College Delagates Attend COP26 in Glasglow, Scotland.  Pictured from left 
to right: Associate Professor of the Practice of Philosophy David Storey, Morrissey 
College senior Diana Bunge, Environmental Studies Program Director Tara Pisani 
Gareau, Morrissey College junior Julia Horchos, Schiller Institute Visiting Profes-
sor Kurt Straif, Rappaport Center for Law and Public Policy staff member Cindy 
Nguyen, and Visiting  Associate Professor of Computer Science Rafael Ubal Tena 
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“COP26” from page 1

Collective Objectives for the Planet: Boston College’s First Delagation to COP26

Kurt Straif, a physician and epide-
miologist with a broad background 
in oncology and former head of 
the Monographs Program and the 
Section of Evidence Synthesis and 
Classification at the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer 
(IARC). Of notable importance to 
Professor Straif and the BC team was 
shifting the focus of the conference 
to include the devastating potential 
of climate change on human health. 
 In an interview with Professor 
Straif, he noted that a well-estab-
lished association between the crisis 
at hand and air pollution, which 
takes the lives of millions per year, 
is modern industrial activities and 
their emissions. One of the grim 
outcomes of breathing toxic air is 
cancer. Other forms of pollution 
such as ocean and land pollution are 
derived from anthropogenic sourc-
es as well, amplifying the disease 
burden of current industry conven-
tions. Human right to health is en-
dangered, and this reality could be a 
powerful reason for radical changes 
in policy and behavior.
 The World Health Organiza-
tion sought to advance these ideas 
in their “COP26 Special Report 
on Climate Change and Health” 
and the programs led on site at the 
Health Pavilion. In a press briefing 
for the report, Dr. Maria Neira, di-
rector of the WHO Department of 
Public Health and the Environment, 
remarked that COP26 would be an 
important platform to recognize 
“that climate change is affecting the 
pillars of our health: food, water, 
quality of air, and shelter… the posi-
tive message on the health argument 
is that whatever you do to tackle the 
causes of climate will have enormous 
benefits for the health of the people.”
 Despite hopeful prospects, ef-
forts to use this health argument to 
change the course of climate change 
discussions were insufficient. The 
ideas brought forward at the Health 
Pavilion remained at the outskirts 
and were not actively applied in the 
deliberations among state leaders. 
While building resilience and reduc-
ing emissions in healthcare systems 

 

Pictured from left  to r ight :  School of  Social  Work Assistant Professor Praveen Kumar,  Professor 
of  Polit ical  Science David Deese ,  Lynch School senior Ginny A lex ,  Connel l  School senior Nicola 
Roux ,  Morrissey College senior Cynthia Ma,  and International  Studies Program Director Erik Owens.

 Photo courtesy of Cynthia Ma  

is an important goal, human health 
should be a reason and a motivation 
for aggressive measures in climate 
action.
  Although COP26 concluded 
with several key accomplishments 
including the Glasgow Climate 
Pact that made strides in the global 
commitments to dispense with the 
dependence on fossil fuels, it was a 
dampened outcome in comparison 
to the anticipations of many. Profes-
sor Straif, however, remains hopeful. 
As noted in his remarks in the Global 
Public Health and the Common 
Good newsletter, in “bring[ing] back 
our rich experience from COP26 to 
Boston College, to the classrooms, to 
student-led NGOs and local actions 
for the global goal of mitigation of 
the climate crisis,” BC can also lead 
the discussions on the interconnec-
tions between climate and health. 

An Empowering Message from the Youth
 Photo courtesy of Dr. Straif
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City of Boston to Divest from Fossil Fuels Under Newly Elected Mayor Michelle Wu

The Silencing of the Manatees’ Song: Manatees Are Facing Mounting Dangers in Florida

by Alex Capozziello

 Newly-elected Boston 
Mayor Michelle Wu signed an 
ordinance on November 22 that 
requires the City of Boston to 
divest from fossil fuels by the end 
of 2025. According to the City of 
Boston, the ordinance will pro-
hibit the use of public funds from 
investment in the stocks, securi-
ties, and other commitments of 
companies that derive more than 
15 percent of their revenue from 
fossil fuels, tobacco products, or 
carceral facilities.

 “In this closing window 
of time to act, Boston must lead 
by taking every possible step for 
climate justice,” Mayor Michelle 
Wu said at the signing ceremo-
ny. “Divesting from harmful in-
dustries to invest in sustainable 
and healthy jobs is not only the 
pathway to a green and resilient 
future; it’s also the most respon-
sible stewardship of taxpayer dol-
lars.”
 The ordinance, which was 
co-sponsored by City Councilors 
Lydia Edwards and Matt O’Mal-
ley alongside Wu, was unani-

by Sebastian Haedelt

 When I was younger, my 
dad and I used to go to this little 
cove on Marco Island during the 
winter. It was relatively tiny, a 
natural relic of a time before the 
commotion of suburban develop-
ment. Most of the year the cove 
was empty besides a handful of 
fish and some coconuts drifting 
in the water. But from November 
to January, it teemed with life 
and exploded with squeaks and 
chirps. The culprit? Dozens of 
West Indian Manatees.
 The manatee is omnipres-
ent in my town. The elementary 
school I went to had a manatee 
as its mascot. There are special 
mailboxes that people ranging 
from elderly couples to single par-
ents would use that looked exactly 
like a standing manatee. Even the 
local pizza place had a logo of a 
manatee in a chef ’s hat slinging 
a hot pizza. If you asked anyone 
their favorite animal, the majori-
ty would say the manatee, and it’s 
not hard to see why. Manatees can 
grow up to 13 feet long and weigh 
over 3000 pounds. Most manatees 
live for over 50 years in the wild, 
making them one of the longest 
living marine mammals. Their 
coloration, fins and tail look like 
what a child would draw in their 
“Make An Animal” second grade 

art class. And their peaceful na-
tures allow them to f loat in the 
water without worries, grazing on 
seagrass and rearing their young.  
The relatively carefree lives of 
the manatees have been severely 
impacted in recent years. Boating 
incidents result in over 20 percent 
of manatee casualties per year 
and 96 percent of manatees have 
scars on their bodies from ten 
or more boat collisions accord-
ing to research from the Endan-
gered Species Research Journal. 
Ingestion of fishing nets, fishing 
hooks, and other debris can cause 
manatees to starve or choke. If a 
manatee gets tangled in fishing 
nets, it can lead to loss of f lippers 
and suffocation. It is not only 
boating incidents that are posing 
a threat though. This year over 
1000 manatees have died from 
algae blooms. 
 Algae blooms are a mas-
sive issue for Gulf Coast states. 
In South Florida, sugarcane and 
orange farmers allow their agri-
cultural runoff to f low into Lake 
Okeechobee in the central part of 
the state. During the rainy season 
the lake f loods, and the army 
corp of engineers has to release 
the water to prevent dangerous 
f looding. This water contains 
chemicals, fertilizer and micro-
plastics which all f lows down the 
Caloosahatchee river and into the 

Gulf of Mexico. The water causes 
nutrient levels to spike, resulting 
in mass algae growth.  When 
the algae dies it sucks up all of 
the oxygen in the water through 
its decomposition, and  without 
oxygen, most living organisms in 
the water will die. Some algae is 
also toxic, resulting in breathing 
difficulties, coughing and chest 
pain for humans and aquatic or-
ganisms alike. Manatees are often 
too slow to f lee for safer water, 
and end up suffocating. 
 That little cove on Marco 
Island where my dad and I used to 

go was my favorite place on Earth. 
I remember taking a head of let-
tuce there once, and dropping 
some pieces of it into the water 
to feed the manatees. But when I 
went back there over Thanksgiv-
ing break, there were no manatees 
to be found. I like to think that 
they changed their migration 
patterns or simply haven’t arrived 
yet, but I will never know the real 
answer. All I know is that the herd 
is not there any more, and the 
water that used to be filled with 
the sound of chirps and squeaks 
is eerily silent. 

mously approved by the Boston 
City Council. 
 Boston joins a growing di-
vestment movement that includes 
cities and universities nationwide. 
In September, Harvard University 
announced its plan to allow its 
remaining investments in fossil 
fuels to expire. Cities including 
Los Angeles, New Orleans, New 
York City, and Pittsburgh have 
signed the C40 Cities Climate 
Leadership Group’s “Divesting 
from Fossil Fuels, Investing in a 
Sustainable Future Declaration,” 
according to C40’s website.

 The ordinance will build 
on Mayor Wu’s dedication to 
create an accessible and inclu-
sive green economy for Boston 
residents. The ordinance also af-
firms the city’s commitment to a 
low-carbon and resource-efficient 
future.
 “I’m thankful to the many 
advocates who fought for this im-
portant win and am so proud to 
take a big step forward towards a 
Boston Green New Deal today,” 
Mayor Wu said. “Together, we are 
putting Boston on a path towards 
a healthier, brighter future.” 

Photo courtesy of Maegan Luckiesh
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A Call for Action: The Clock is Ticking As We Approach the Eleventh Hour
by Katherine Cunha

   Our planet, and the welfare of 
all life on the planet, is in serious peril. 
The cause of this peril is the increased 
levels of greenhouse gases due to de-
forestation, industrialization, and the 
burning of fossil fuels.
 Interestingly, greenhouse gases 
are actually necessary to sustain life 
on Earth as they create the benefi-
cial greenhouse effect. Gases such as 
carbon dioxide and methane absorb 
and release the Sun’s energy into 
the atmosphere to create a warming 
blanket for the planet. Without these 
heat-trapping gases, the Earth would 
be an inhabitable frozen tundra simi-
lar to the planet Mars.
 The problem that we are 
facing today is that the level of green-
house gases has exceeded far beyond 
the amount necessary to sustain life 
on Earth. As the level of greenhouse 
gases increases in the atmosphere, the 
greenhouse effect is getting stronger. 
As a result of this strengthened green-
house effect, extra heat is being trapped 
in the Earth’s atmosphere, causing 
global temperatures to rise. This global 
warming disrupts the delicate balance 
of the Earth’s ecosystem.
 The manifestations of global 
warming can be seen around the 
world. The melting polar ice caps and 
the retreating glaciers are contributing 
to rising sea levels. The oceans are also 
becoming more acidic because of the 
absorption of carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere. When sea water ab-
sorbs carbon dioxide, the byproduct 
is carbonic acid. This increased acidity 
is deadly to marine life such as coral 
reefs. Additionally, rising tempera-
tures cause more intense and frequent 
extreme weather events such as heat 
waves, floods, droughts, blizzards, and 
hurricanes. Wet regions are becoming 
wetter and dry regions are becoming 
drier. Ecosystems are altered as natu-
ral habitat changes can shift the geo-
graphic ranges of animals, fish, and 
birds.
 Why should we care? We 
must care because we depend on these 
ecosystems for food, water, and our 
health. We can take steps to reduce 
greenhouse gases but we must act now. 
Actions that need to be taken include 

reducing reliance on fossil fuels and 
improving energy efficiency. There 
needs to be more funding for more re-
search into exploring alternative ways 
to produce electrical power. Protecting 
forests and ecosystems is also critical. 
In order to achieve meaningful results 
in reducing atmospheric greenhouse 
gases there must be global cooperation 
and recognition of the seriousness of 
the problem. Unfortunately there is 
still a long way to go in achieving the 
widespread cooperation necessary to 
make lasting changes.
 The recent 2021 United Na-
tions summit, COP26, was a step in 
the right direction in achieving global 
cooperation; however, there is still a 
long way to go. According to a report 
by MSNBC News, President Biden 
reaffirmed the United States commit-
ment to reducing greenhouse gases 
and restored our participation in the 
Paris Agreement. This is encouraging 
but we still struggle with enacting 
strong laws to slash emissions. This is 
problem as it sets a bad example for the 
world. As reported by MSNBC, others 
countries who are also major global 
producers of greenhouse gases, such 
as China and Russia, did not attend 
COP26. The United States needs to set 
an aggressive and consistent position of 
climate regulation to encourage other 
countries to accede to commitments to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
 The warning signs must be 
heeded. We are approaching the elev-
enth hour. Photos courtesy of Marchin Jozwaik (top), Matt Palmer (middle), and William Boson(bottom)


