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NOTE:

INSIDE

University President William P. 
Leahy, SJ, has announced the pro-
motions of 26 Boston College fac-
ulty members.

Morrissey College of Arts and 
Sciences faculty promoted to full 
professor were Gail Kineke (Earth 
and Environmental Sciences), Jona-
than Laurence (Political Science) and 
Rev. Kenneth Himes, OFM (Theol-
ogy). Also promoted were Account-
ing faculty members Mark Brad-
shaw and Sugata Roychowdhury of 
the Carroll School of Management; 
Vlad Perju of the Law School; and 
Eric Dearing of the Lynch School of 
Education.

Faculty promoted to associate 
professor with tenure were: Lian 

Fen Lee (Accounting) of the Car-
roll School; Zhusan Mandy Li and 
Elida Laski of the Lynch School; 
and Jessica Black of the BC School 
of Social Work. Faculty promoted 
to associate professor with tenure in 
the Morrissey College were: Alexa 
Veenema and Sara Cordes (Psychol-
ogy); Eranthie Weerapana (Chemis-
try); Michelle Meyer (Biology); Gail 
Hoffman (Classics); Michael Grubb 
(Economics); Maia McAleavey 
(English); Charles Gallagher, SJ, and 
Arissa Oh (History); John Baldwin, 
Dawei Chen, Maksym Fedorchuck 
and David Treumann (Mathemat-
ics); Ying Ran (Physics); and Jennifer 
Erickson (Political Science).

–Office of News & Public Affairs

The Board of Trustees has set 
undergraduate tuition for the 2016-
2017 academic year at $50,480, as 
part of a 3.65 percent increase in 
tuition, fees, room and board, bring-
ing the overall cost of attendance at 
Boston College to $65,114.    

To maintain the University’s 
commitment to providing access to 
students from diverse socio-econom-
ic backgrounds, the trustees voted to 
increase need-based undergraduate 
financial aid by 4.1 percent to $114 
million.

Boston College remains one of 
only 19 private universities in the 
United States that is need-blind in 
admissions and meets the full dem-
onstrated need of all undergradu-

ate students. Overall, more than 66 
percent of Boston College under-
graduates receive financial aid, with 
the average need-based financial aid 
package projected to reach $40,000 
this year. 

“Every effort goes into develop-
ing a budget that provides the best 
possible educational experience for 
our students through investing in 
academic priorities that advance 
the University,” said Executive Vice 
President Michael Lochhead.  “At 
the same time, the University re-
mains committed to meeting the full 
demonstrated need of all accepted 
students through the $114 million 
we will offer for need-based under-

In the past month, five Boston 
College faculty members have earned 
distinguished academic honors, all 
considerable marks of achievement 
in their fields. 

•Assistant Professor of History 
Thomas Dodman, whose research 
incorporates interdisciplinary inter-
ests such as psychology and sociol-
ogy, has been awarded a Mellon 
Fellowship at the Institute for Ad-
vanced Study in Princeton, NJ, for 

the 2016-17 academic year. [Read 
more at http://bit.ly/222TWpv]

•Associate Professor of Math-
ematics J. Elisenda Grigsby was 
named a recipient of a Presidential 
Early Career Award for Scientists 
and Engineers, the highest honor 
bestowed by the United States 
government on science and engi-
neering professionals in the early 
stages of their independent re-

By Sean HenneSSey                 
Staff Writer

While her fellow Boston College 
undergraduates departed for home or 
other destinations, senior Alessandra 
Maldonado stayed on campus dur-
ing last week’s spring break to try and 
help save the life of a little boy. 

One week ago, Maldonado went 
to Boston’s Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital and donated her bone mar-
row to a three-year-old child suffering 
from  acute lymphoblastic leukemia 
(ALL), a rare cancer of the blood 
and bone marrow that affects white 
blood cells.

“Everything went well: The doc-
tor said it was a fantastic procedure,” 
says Maldonado, an English major 
and native of Peru. “The amount of 
marrow they typically extract is 24 
healthy cells, but my body was able to 
yield 38 healthy cells, which is incred-
ible. The doctor says this amount of 
cells will give the boy a better chance 
because it’s more healthy cells fight-

ing for him.
“I’m sure the boy’s parents are 

completely overjoyed that the pro-
cedure was very successful. I’m very 
hopeful for him.”

After last week’s procedure, Mal-
donado spent a few days recovering 
in a hotel room near the hospital 
with her parents by her side before 
returning to campus over the week-
end. While the transplant itself isn’t 
particularly invasive, the recovery can 
be quite uncomfortable and lengthy.

“I definitely feel the pain and sore-
ness but it’s totally worth it,” she says. 
“It’s completely unparalleled with 
anything else that I could ever do. 
Donating a piece of myself feels dif-
ferent. It’s a tremendous opportunity 
to help somebody who needs it.” 

Maldonado joined the national 
bone marrow registry through the 
Gift of Life Bone Marrow Founda-
tion during her freshman year, when 
Cancer Affects Siblings Too con-
ducted a drive on campus. It wasn’t 
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HONOR ROLL
Recent faculty achievements show BC’s commitment to 
teaching and research excellence, say administrators 

Clockwise from top left: 
Melissa Sutherland, J. 
Elisenda Grigsby, Thom-
as Dodman, David Wirth 
and Liane Young.

Photos by Lee Pellegrini, 
Gary Gilbert and Su-
zanne Camerata

Senior Alessandra Maldonado donated her bone       
marrow to a little boy during last week’s spring break

Giving ‘a Piece of Myself ’ 
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•Graduate schools do 
well in new rankings
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•All systems go for       
BC2Ireland 

•Q&A: Burns Scholar on 
medieval Ireland

2

Boston College hockey postseason action heats up tomorrow, as the women’s team 
plays Clarkson at 4 p.m. in the semifinals of the 2016 Frozen Four; the winner ad-
vances to the final on Sunday. Then at 8 p.m., the men’s team goes up against North-
eastern for a shot at the Hockey East final on Saturday; then they’ll await the NCAA 
Regionals, which take place March 25-26.  News, updates at bceagles.com.
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  AROUND          CAMPUS

With a little more than five 
months to go until the Sept. 3 Bos-
ton College-Georgia Tech football 
game kicks off in Ireland, Boston 
College has co-organized a number 
of associated events and activities – 
including a talk by former US Sen-
ate Majority Leader George Mitch-
ell – to make the trip a memorable 
one.

March 30 is the last day to buy 
tickets for the Aer Lingus College 
Football Classic, to be played at 
Dublin’s Aviva Stadium, before 
they go on sale in Europe; they can 
be purchased at www.ticketmaster.
com/cfbireland. 

Boston College is partnering 
with Anthony Travel to offer nu-
merous travel packages for Eagles 
fans. Options range from a four-
day, three-night visit to Dublin to 
a nine-day, eight-night tour of three 
different Irish cities. There is also a 
special package for GOLD (Gradu-
ates Of the Last Decade) alumni.

A website has been created, 
BC2Ireland.com, to provide a one-
stop source for information and 
reservations (it also includes a link 
for game tickets) related to the game 
and travel packages, as well as airfare 
and places to visit in Ireland.   

Dublin’s Trinity College will 
serve as the “Welcome Village” – 
featuring an information center and 
game merchandise store – and locus 
of activity prior to and during the 
weekend of the game, Aug. 31-
Sept. 3. 

Among the special events will 
be an alumni luncheon on Aug. 
31 with retired Senator Mitchell as 
guest speaker, hosted by BC’s Irish 
Institute. Mitchell was the US spe-
cial envoy to Northern Ireland and 
took a leading role in negotiations 
that led to the 1998 Good Friday 
Agreement. He was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom and 
the Liberty Medal for his efforts in 
the peace process.

Other events will include a pub-
lic law symposium on Aug. 31; 
a joint BC-Georgia Tech faculty 
symposium, “University and the 
Innovation Economy,” on Sept. 1; 
and, on Sept. 2, an Ireland-USA 
business breakfast sponsored by 
IDA Ireland, a morning Mass in St. 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, and a mid-
afternoon Boston College pep rally.

Also on the schedule will be vari-
ous receptions and tailgating events 
as well as local social outreach and 
service projects. 

More than 25,000 fans are ex-
pected to travel from the US and 
Europe to see the game, which is 
being organized by Irish American 
Events Limited, a joint venture be-
tween Corporate.ie and Anthony 
Travel.

See BC2Ireland.com for addi-
tional details and updates.

–Office of News & Public Affairs
  

Diversity and race on campus. 
Students’ busy schedules.  Acces-
sibility to faculty. Those were just 
a few of the topics discussed during 
the March 2 “Lunches with Jesuits” 
event, a program sponsored by the 
Ignatian Society of Boston College 
and hosted by BC’s Jesuit Com-
munity.  

Each lunch – they are held four 
or five times a month in the Jesuit 
residence at St. Mary’s Hall – brings 
together four to six undergradu-
ates, one member of the program’s 
committee and one member of the 
Jesuit Community. 

 “It’s not just a meal,” says Vice 
President and University Secretary 
Terrence Devino, SJ, who oversees 
Ignatian Society programs as direc-

tor of Manresa House.  “It’s an 
opportunity to come in and experi-
ence the hospitality of the place that 
is permeated by our spirit.”  

“Lunches with Jesuits” allows 
the Jesuit community to display 
their cordiality towards BC un-
dergraduates, explains Fr. Devino.  
“If your mom invited one of your 
friends in for supper, she wasn’t do-
ing it to enhance her status on the 
street. She did it from the largesse 
of her heart. So too with us: It’s 
because of our mission that we’re 
caring and hospitable men.”

Echoing Fr. Devino’s sentiments 
is Tommy Borah ’18 who, as chair 
for “Lunches with Jesuits,” is thrilled 
with the program’s popularity – the 
lunches are completely booked for 
the remainder of the semester, he 
notes.  “I think it’s important to 
have mentors, especially Jesuit men-
tors. We go to a Jesuit college, so 
if you’re not interacting with the 

Jesuits, I don’t think [BC’s] mission 
can be played out.”

School of Theology and Minis-
try Dean Mark S. Massa, SJ, hosted 
the March 2 lunch, prior to which 
he led a tour of St. Mary’s. Laughs, 
jokes, smiles and reflections on BC 
occupied the first half of the discus-
sion, but after the second helping of 
food, Fr. Massa asked about more 
serious topics and opened the floor 
up to the students. An open, candid 
dialogue followed.

“I think it’s essential in the Je-
suit mission to get to know your 
students,” said Fr. Massa afterward.  
“Ignatius says the thing that should 
distinguish us as teachers is that the 
Jesuits love their students and really 
care and know about them outside 

of the classroom. [‘Lunches with 
Jesuits’] is one of the ways to get to 
know them outside of that context.” 

The students in attendance, in-
cluding juniors MaryEllen Krah 
and Faye Hubregsen and freshman 
Greg Gaillardetz, agreed that the 
program provided a welcome op-
portunity to meet other undergrad-
uate students and a member of the 
Jesuit community they might not 
otherwise encounter. Martha Vero-
neau ’17 said the lunch affirmed for 
her how lucky she is to go to a Jesuit 
university.

“It’s a good reminder of how 
available and concerned the Jesuits 
are about our well-being and expe-
rience at BC,” added sophomore 
Adelene Egan. 

To learn more about “Lunches 
with Jesuits” or other Ignatian So-
ciety activities, see www.bc.edu/of-
fices/manresa/ignatiansociety.html.

–Siobhan Sullivan

Chronicle spoke recently with 
Colmán Ó Clabaigh, OSB, a 
Benedictine monk of Glenstal 
Abbey, Co. Limerick, who is 
the current Burns Library Vis-
iting Scholar in Irish Studies. 
Brother Colmán has researched, 
written and lectured in particu-
lar on monastic and religious 
life in late medieval Ireland. 

Q: What research project are 
you working on?

Brother Colmán: I’m doing a 
study of how religion influenced 
the everyday lives of people in 
medieval Ireland. This includes 
life events like birth, baptism and 
churching and attitudes on sexu-
ality, marriage, the eucharist and 
the priesthood. I’m also looking 
at the Church in the everyday 
landscape, like the cult of the 
saints – who people prayed to – 
and pilgrimages, holy wells and 
church architecture. The proj-
ect also will consider religion in 
death and dying, and the notions 
of afterlife, during that period.

Q: The common perception 
of monasteries is that they were 
quiet, austere places, but you 
note that ethnic rivalry, mad-
ness, alcohol abuse and per-
sonal ambition were common 
in these religious communities.

 Brother Colmán: When I first 

came across this material almost 20 
years ago, I was a little taken aback, 
because as you can imagine this 
was not a side of the religious life 
that one had heard much about, at 
least not in Church circles.

But the point in writing and 
talking about it is that all of human 
life is present in the monastery. 
St. Benedict said the monastery 
was supposed to be a “household 
of God,” and of course those who 
chose the monastic life were en-
gaged in serious contemplation 
and study. The tensions, conflicts, 
crimes and misbehavior are re-
alities of human nature that assert 
themselves in any situation where 
humans are involved. The same, 

sadly, is just as true today.
Ultimately, we have to con-

sider the fact that monasteries 
have been around for centuries, 
and an overwhelming number 
of those who chose the religious 
life have gone on to serve the 
Church and its people with love 
and devotion. 

Q: Were you always inter-
ested in history?

Brother Colmán: Yes, I’ve al-
ways been fascinated by the past 
– the farther in the past, the bet-
ter. If you ask me about World 
War I or the 1916 Easter Rising, 
I’d be a bit hard-pressed. But ask 
me about the Black Death? No 
problem. As a medievalist friend 
of mine once put it, where his-
tory is concerned, after 1500, it’s 
all journalism.

Q: Your Burns Lecture 
presentation, “Fifty Ways to 
Cleave Your Brother: Mayhem, 
Mischief & Misfits in Medi-
eval Irish Monasteries,” cer-
tainly deserves consideration 
for “Best Lecture Title.”

Brother Colmán: Thank you. 
Unfortunately, my students 
didn’t get the Paul Simon refer-
ence at all. It’s another reminder 
of the aging process.

Read the full Q&A at 
http://bit.ly/1RMrCk3

HEART TO HEART
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IRELAND AWAITSMark Massa, SJ, and students at a recent “Lunches with Jesuits” event.
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By ed HayWard                       
Staff Writer

The slow pace of change in 
Catholic schools as they adjust to an 
increasingly Hispanic Church pos-
es significant barriers to Hispanic 
families when considering enrolling 
their children in parochial schools, 
according to a new Boston College 
study that reveals complex chal-
lenges for school leaders and clergy 
trying to serve the fastest-growing 
population of US Catholics.

Despite efforts to increase His-
panic enrollment for the past two 
decades, the number of Hispanic 
children attending Catholic schools 
has remained stagnant at approxi-
mately 300,000 – just 2.4 percent of 
the nation’s 12.4 million school-age 
Hispanic children, of which approxi-
mately 8 million are Catholic.

Cost has often been cited as the 
most obvious reason, but the first-
of-its-kind study “Catholic Schools 
in an Increasingly Hispanic Church” 
points to additional factors that stifle 
school vitality and the Church’s en-
gagement with a young generation 
that by its sheer size is expected to 
emerge as America’s most influential 
group of Catholics.

School of Theology and Min-
istry Assistant Professor Hosffman 
Ospino and Barbara and Patrick 
Roche Center for Catholic Edu-
cation Executive Director Patricia 
Weitzel-O’Neill conducted the Na-
tional Survey of Catholic Schools 
Serving Hispanic Families. Out of 
1,488 schools identified as serving 
Hispanic families, 656 schools in 
130 dioceses responded, accounting 
for 10 percent of all Catholic schools.

Among the findings: 
•Just 14 percent of Catholic 

school leaders and 12 percent of 
teachers self-identify as Hispanic, 
while 17 percent of school leaders 
reported they speak Spanish. 

•Only 17 percent of the schools 
have recruitment strategies to hire 
bilingual teachers.

•Approximately 23 percent of 
school leaders received training 
about Hispanic culture, but only 
17 percent received training about 
Hispanic ministry and theology.

•Two or fewer Hispanics serve 
on the boards of 68 percent of 
the schools, including nearly 200 
schools that reported no Hispanic 
board members.

•At the diocesan level, Catholic 
schools administrative offices and 
offices focused on Hispanic minis-
try interact rarely or infrequently. 

Those disparities amount to 
missed opportunities in mission and 
ministry for Catholic schools and 
the Church itself, according to the 
researchers.

“Given the striking growth of 
the Hispanic Catholic school-age 
population and the declining en-
rollment in Catholic schools, the 
Church must be realistic and plan 

creatively — and prophetically — 
to serve this critical and growing 
group of American Catholics,” said 
Ospino, who in 2014 conducted a 
groundbreaking study of Catholic 
parishes serving Hispanic Catholics.

Though six in 10 schools provide 
at least one program to support 
English Language Learners, the pro-
grams vary by region. The study 
noted that most schools do little 
to integrate the Hispanic experi-
ence into their overall school culture, 
treating these differences at times as 
deficits instead of opportunities.

Schools using the inclusive dual-
language, or “two-way,” immersion 

model of instruction were high-
lighted by the study. These schools 
reported much larger percentages of 
Hispanic teachers and staff, includ-
ing 44 percent of full-time and 33 
percent of part-time teachers, and 
more opportunities to incorporate 
Hispanic culture and traditions.

Hispanic families seek Catholic 
schools that offer them educational 
excellence, affirm the language that 
most speak at home and honor their 
culture, according to Ospino and 
Weitzel-O’Neill.

The survey found signs that 
some schools are trying to improve 
outreach to Hispanic Catholics, 

though many schools continue to 
struggle to fully embrace Hispanic 
culture:

•Just 21 percent use Spanish and 
English for prominent signage.

•Only 25 percent report us-
ing culturally diverse and inclusive 
school symbols.

•About 35 percent share school 
prayers in Spanish and English.

•Approximately 36 percent offer 
liturgies at least partly in Spanish.

“Hispanic enrollment is un-
doubtedly one important part of the 
conversation, yet that conversation 
is futile without a critical assessment 
of the shared mission, school cul-

tures, and the structures of Catho-
lic schools,” said Weitzel-O’Neill, 
whose Roche Center for Catho-
lic Education is part of the Lynch 
School of Education. “We need to 
clarify the role of Catholic educa-
tion for the next generation of US 
Catholic children and youth — who 
are mostly Hispanic and increasingly 
diverse.”

To view the report or learn 
more about the National Summit 
on Catholic Schools and Hispanic 
Families, see the Roche Center web-
site at www.rochecenter.org.

Read a longer version of this story 
at http://bit.ly/1LmiAxp.

graduate financial aid to ensure a 
BC education remains available to 
families with need.”  

“Boston College continues to in-
vest in strategic academic priorities 
while maintaining our commitment 
to need-blind admissions and meet-
ing the full demonstrated need of all 
admitted students,” said Provost and 
Dean of Faculties David Quigley.

“As we conclude our ‘Light the 
World’ campaign, our investments 
continue to yield significant results 
in enhancing the quality of our un-
dergraduate academic programs.”   

Nationally, the average tuition, 
room and board increase for four-
year private universities for the 2015-
2016 academic year was 3.6 percent, 
according to the College Board.

The Board of Trustees also set 
tuition for graduate programs for 
the coming academic year, includ-
ing Boston College Law ($50,620) 
and the full-time MBA program in 
the Carroll School of Management 
($47,340).

Boston College is ranked 35th 
in the “Best Value Schools” cat-
egory among national universities 
by US News & World Report. It also 
placed 22nd in Kiplinger’s Personal 
Finance magazine’s ranking of the 
top 50 “Best Values” among Ameri-
can private universities. Overall, the 
University is ranked 30th among 
national universities by US News & 
World Report.       

–Jack Dunn

More than a half-century after 
his great-uncle President John F. 
Kennedy issued an executive order 
to establish the Peace Corps, United 
States Congressman Joseph P. Ken-
nedy III will visit Boston College 
tomorrow to speak at a special event 
to commemorate the organization’s 
55th anniversary.

At the event, which takes place 
at 2 p.m. in the Corcoran Com-
mons Heights Room, Kennedy – a 
long-time Peace Corps proponent 
who was a volunteer in the Domini-
can Republic from 2004-06 – will 
share the podium with Peace Corps 
Director Carrie Hessler-Radelet, 
who from 1981-83 served in West-
ern Samoa.

Members of the University com-
munity are invited, and students are 
encouraged to attend to learn more 
about the Peace Corps’ legacy of 
public service and the opportunities 
it offers to make a difference around 
the world.

“Boston College has a long his-
tory of producing alumni who serve 
in the Peace Corps, and we are 
proud that the University will be 
a host site to celebrate its 55th an-
niversary,” said Associate Vice Presi-
dent for Student Affairs Joseph Du 
Pont, who oversees the BC Career 
Center and the University’s career 
services effort. 

“That tradition of service con-
tinues to this day with many cur-
rent students considering joining 
the Peace Corps once they gradu-
ate, and we expect to have an-
other strong class of incoming Peace 
Corps volunteers from BC again 
this year,” added Du Pont, who will 
give opening remarks at the event. 
“Given our emphasis on ‘men and 
women for others,’ we are thrilled 
that the Peace Corps and Boston 
College have such a strong, vibrant 
relationship.”  

Boston College consistently 
ranks among the top colleges and 
universities in the nation from 
which the Peace Corps recruits and 
trains volunteers.

BC alumna Anne Gillian Freed-
man ’13 – who works to improve 
standards of maternal health and 
child development as a community 
health promotion volunteer in Peru 
– will appear via Skype. She will 
discuss her experiences living and 
working overseas, and participate in 
a question-and-answer session.

“I am the first health volunteer 
in my site, so part of what I am hop-
ing to leave is a more participative 
community, with colleagues that 
are more accustomed to working 
with Peace Corps, and to hopefully 
facilitate the next volunteer’s work 
and experience in the community,” 
Freedman said in a Peace Corps 
blog interview.  At BC, the Balti-
more resident majored in interna-
tional studies with a focus in ethics 
and social justice.

Freedman added, “I had some 
really formative professors at Boston 
College that had been Peace Corps 
volunteers.  When I was starting to 
look into the possibility of applying, 
my conversations with these profes-
sors definitely contributed to my 
decision to apply in the end.” [Read 
the full blog interview at http://bit.
ly/1pgEXdL]

In 2011, the University also was 
selected to host a celebration of the 
Peace Corps’ 50th anniversary. The 
55th anniversary event, sponsored 
by the Career Center, will conclude 
with a reception. For more informa-
tion, see  bc.edu/offices/careers.

–Office of News & Public Affairs
Boston College’s graduate school programs had strong showings in all 

areas in the US News 2017 Graduate School rankings, released yesterday.
The Boston College School of Social Work held its position as the 10th 

ranked school nationwide, the highest ranking of any of BC’s graduate 
schools and programs.

Boston College Law rose four points in the rankings to 30th overall, 
while the Connell School of Nursing rose one place to 33rd. 

The Lynch School of Education held on to its previous ranking of 23rd, 
the highest ranking of any Jesuit or Catholic school of education.   

The Carroll School of Management, which remained ranked among 
the top 50 MBA programs nationwide, had two programs recognized as 
top specialty programs, with finance ranked 12th and accounting ranked 
16th, a notable accomplishment in the highly competitive field of graduate 
business schools.     

Provost and Dean of Faculties David Quigley said the rankings affirm 
the positive perception of Boston College’s graduate programs.

“I am pleased to see this recognition of the excellence of a range of gradu-
ate programs across the University, and I applaud the faculty and deans in 
the schools for all their efforts on behalf of our programs and our students,” 
said Quigley. “Graduate and professional education at Boston College en-
ables us to advance our mission in important ways, most notably by training 
young women and men for leadership in the professions.”

See the rankings at usnews.com.
–Jack Dunn

Congressman Joseph P. Kennedy III

Continued from page 1

BC to Host Commemorative Event 
for the Peace Corps Tomorrow

Hosffman Ospino and Patricia Weitzel-O’Neill conducted the national survey.

Study: Catholic Schools Face Challenge 
in Engaging and Enrolling Hispanics

Positive Results in US News Grad Rankings
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By Sean SmitH                       
CHroniCle editor

The first cohort of pilot courses 
under Boston College’s core curric-
ulum renewal initiative has received 
good marks from Boston College 
faculty and students alike, which 
core administrators feel augurs well 
for the current and upcoming slate 
of pilot classes.

Eight pilot courses debuted last 
fall: two in the “Complex Prob-
lems” model, team-taught, six-
credit classes of around 80 students 
that address a contemporary prob-
lem; and six pairs of linked classes 
in the “Enduring Questions” cat-
egory, distinct three-credit classes 
taken by the same 19 students that 
are each taught by a faculty mem-
ber from a different department 
but connected by common topics, 
sets of questions, readings and as-
signments.

Research conducted by the Uni-
versity suggests that the fall 2015 
core pilot classes fulfilled many of 
the core renewal aims, such as to 
challenge students intellectually, in-
spire them to examine their values 
and beliefs, and help them consider 
future career paths.

These findings – based on course 
evaluations, surveys and focus 
group interviews – were part of the 
discussion at a town meeting held 
Feb. 29 by the University Core 
Renewal Committee (UCRC), cre-
ated last year to provide governance 
after a three-year effort to renew 
and strengthen BC’s undergraduate 
core curriculum.

Associate Professor of History 
Julian Bourg, who is associate dean 
for the core in the Morrissey Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences, told the 
audience in Fulton 511 that the 
experience of last fall’s pilot courses 
could be summed up as “Good 
things are happening when fac-
ulty from different departments are 
working together.”

The creativity and innovation 
shown by faculty in designing pilot 
courses such as Global Implications 
of Climate Change, Understanding 
Race, Gender and Violence – both 
in the Complex Problems category 
– and the paired Enduring Ques-
tions classes Truth-Telling in Lit-
erature and Truth-Telling in His-
tory, Bourg said, will be an asset to 
the renewal of the core curriculum.

“The core renewal is an oppor-
tunity to rethink the core across the 
University,” he said, noting that 
core pedagogical innovation grants 
are available to faculty members 
interested in developing interdis-
ciplinary core classes [contact bc-
core21@bc.edu]. “One longstand-
ing issue is that faculty spend too 
much time in their own silos. As 
we’ve seen, the core classes offer a 

means to put together resonant in-
terests and work with one another.”

Institute for the Liberal Arts 
Director Mary Crane summarized 
results from the research on student 
and faculty attitudes toward the 
pilot courses. Freshmen said they 
found the classes “challenging and 
interesting” and – particularly those 
in the Enduring Questions classes – 
that their thinking had changed in 
several areas, notably their view of 
the discipline, their choice of major, 
and their sense of their place in the 
world. Students in the Complex 
Problems courses liked having the 
perspectives of two faculty mem-
bers representing two disciplines, 
and appreciated the courses’ em-
phasis on reflection.    

 Also at the Feb. 29 event, a 
panel of faculty members who had 
created and taught fall 2015 pilot 
courses shared their experiences and 
impressions. 

Associate Professor of History 
Sylvia Sellers-Garcia said she was 
pleasantly surprised by the level of 
sophistication in students taking her 
Truth-Telling in History class. “It’s 
so critical to encounter them at this 
point in their lives. They were ready 
to be challenged, and they felt they 
were challenged to rethink what 
they had learned.”  

Associate Professor of the Prac-
tice in English Allison Adair, whose 
Truth-Telling in Literature class was 
paired with Sellers-Garcia’s, agreed 
that the students seemed to appre-
ciate that resolutions posed by the 
material were not always obvious 
or easy. 

“I learned as much as the stu-
dents,” said Associate Professor of 
Sociology C. Shawn McGuffey, 
who co-taught Understanding Race, 
Gender and Violence with Profes-
sor of History Marilynn Johnson. 
The class covered issues and events 
such as the Rodney King beating, 
truth and reconciliation efforts in 
countries recovering from conflicts, 
and LGBT-related violence, and in-
cluded screenings and discussions of 
controversial films as well as class ex-
cursions to Roxbury and Dorchester 
neighborhoods.

The number of available seats in 
pilot core renewal courses in 2016-
17 – restricted to freshmen, as were 
the 2015-16 classes – will more than 
double, Bourg noted. At the end of 
the pilot period in 2018, the UCRC 
will formulate plans for fully devel-
oping a renewed core curriculum, to 
be approved by the provost.

For more on the University’s 
core renewal initiative, see http://
www.bc.edu/sites/core/core-renew-
al.html.

Read the full version of this story at 
http://bit.ly/1PbFTEV.

By Sean HenneSSey              
Staff Writer

The divisiveness and polarizing 
paralysis that characterizes Wash-
ington politics nowadays may seem 
a recent phenomenon, but a new 
book by Professor of History Pat-
rick Maney traces its origins to the 
presidency of Bill Clinton.  

The failed push for universal 
health care, the Whitewater con-
troversy, the death of Vince Foster 
and the Ken Starr investigation all 
provided fuel for the partisan fire-
storm surrounding the country’s 
42nd president, says Maney, author 
of Bill Clinton: New Gilded Age 
President. 

 “The seeds had been sown in 
previous decades but didn’t start 
blooming until 1990s,” says Maney. 
“This is when Washington politics 
became a blood sport, with its ‘take 
no prisoners’ mentality.”

Clinton sparked Maney’s inter-
est in part because the two were of 
the same generation, which made 
Maney feel “a certain kinship” 
for both Bill and Hillary Clinton. 
Maney also wanted to better under-
stand why reactions to the Clintons 
seemed out of proportion to their 
actions, and why their critics ap-
peared so zealous.

“Sure, they rubbed a lot of peo-
ple the wrong way by supporting 
abortion rights, affirmative action, 
gays in the military, and gender 
equality. And, of course, stories of 
the president’s infidelities under-
standably upset many. Still, most 
of their views resided safely in the 
political mainstream.”

Clinton’s economic and fiscal 
views, according to Maney, made 
him one of the most conservative 
Democrats to occupy the White 
House in the 20th century. He 
hailed the end of big government, 
was more pro-business than pro-
labor, presided over deregulation 
of the telecommunications and 
banking industries, approved more 
corporate mergers than Presidents 
Bush and Reagan combined, em-
braced his religion, oversaw cuts in 
welfare, was tough on crime, and 
had supported the Gulf War before 
becoming president.

“Something other than policy 
was at work here,” says Maney. 
“The Clintons became a kind 
of national Rorschach test upon 
which people projected their per-
sonal hopes and fears, values and 
attitudes. And it wasn’t just critics 
projecting onto the Clintons; ardent 
supporters were apt to do it as well.”

Maney is convinced the Clinton 
presidency remains relevant today.

“Better than most of his contem-

poraries, Bill Clinton understood 
that the United States was — and 
still is — in the throes of a transfor-
mative period not seen since the late 
19th century, the so-called Gilded 
Age so memorably christened by 
Mark Twain and William Dudley 
Warner.

“It was to that age, as well as to 
the Progressive Era that followed, 
that Clinton returned time after 
time.  He believed those times were 
most like his own, with useful les-
sons for the present. By the same 
token, the 1990s contains useful les-
sons for us.  Clinton didn’t always 

prescribe the right medicine, but he 
did make the right diagnosis.”

While Clinton often receives ac-
colades for the flourishing econo-
my during the 1990s, Maney says 
Clinton deserves more credit than 
he’s received for his foreign policy 
accomplishments, such as help-
ing resolve conflicts in Bosnia and 
Kosovo while diffusing others in 
Haiti, North Korea, and between 
India and Pakistan.

“He devised a plausible strate-
gic substitute for the containment 
policy that had guided the United 
States throughout the Cold War,” 
Maney adds. “More controversially, 
Clinton expanded the president’s 
war-making powers over Congress; 
anticipated some of the George W. 
Bush administration’s tactics in the 
post-9/11 War on Terror; and, by 
accusing Saddam Hussein of con-
cealing weapons of mass destruc-
tion, helped lay the groundwork for 
the US invasion of Iraq in 2003.  

“We don’t think of foreign pol-
icy when we think of the Clinton 
administration.  We should.”

Clinton earned the nickname 
“Comeback Kid” for his surprising 
showing in the 1992 New Hamp-
shire primary, but Maney argues 
that he should likewise be recalled 
for his responses to two devastating 
defeats while in office: the demise of 
health care reform – “Hillarycare” 
– and the Republican rout in the 
1994 midterm elections. Both epi-
sodes helped define his presidency.

“With seemingly no chance of 
being reelected, Clinton was re-

duced to telling reporters — not 
very convincingly — that he was 
still relevant,” says Maney. “But at 
that very moment, with Clinton 
laying flat on the canvas and Newt 
Gingrich, the new Republican 
Speaker of the House, standing over 
him with arms raised in triumph, 
Clinton was plotting his comeback.  

“And what a comeback it was.  
In 1996, he became the first Demo-
crat since FDR to win a second 
term.  For anyone interested in 
politics for politics sake, it doesn’t 
get any better than this.”

Maney says the ability to get up 

off the mat over and over is Clin-
ton’s lasting legacy.

“To the extent we’re talking 
about Bill Clinton 50 years from 
now, it will be about his resilience 
– he was down so many times but 
never out. Someone described Clin-
ton as one of these inflatable toys 
with sand in the bottom that you 
knock down but it keeps popping 
back up. That is Clinton.”

At a time when the country is 
considering a former First Lady as 
its first female president, Bill Clin-
ton’s presidency is both a help and 
a hindrance, says Maney.

“A year or two ago, her ex-
perience and connections would 
seem to have been an unqualified 
plus. But no longer. We’re now 
in the year of the outsider. Bernie 
Sanders’ surprisingly strong chal-
lenge has also forced Hillary to 
distance herself from many of the 
actions of her husband’s administra-
tion: the Defense of Marriage Act, 
deregulation of the telecommunica-
tions and banking industries, and 
the decision to leave unregulated the 
market in credit default swaps and 
other risky derivatives.  President 
Clinton’s Iraqi policies are also a 
potential millstone.

“Instead of running away from 
the record of her husband’s admin-
istration, she might at least embrace 
some of the economic successes of 
the ’90s.  She might also note that 
despite the partisan rancor of the 
times, there was more bipartisan 
cooperation than there is today.”   

Patrick Maney: “The Clintons became a kind of national Rorschach test 
upon which people projected their personal hopes and fears, values and 
attitudes. And it wasn’t just critics projecting onto the Clintons; ardent sup-
porters were apt to do it as well.” (Photo by Lee Pellegrini)

Despite successes, he 
helped lay groundwork 
for gridlock, says BC 
historian Maney

Positive Reviews for Pilot 
Courses in Renewed Core 

Contact Sean Smith at 
sean.smith@bc.edu
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search careers. [Read more at http://
bit.ly/1LuTv34]

•Connell School of Nursing 
Associate Professor Melissa Suther-
land has received a Fulbright Award 
to Chile for spring 2017. Suther-
land will be affiliated with Pontifi-
cia Universidad Católica de Chile 
(Pontifical Catholic University of 
Chile or PUC) in Santiago, where 
she will teach and conduct research. 
[Read more at http://bit.ly/1SQ15a9]

•Boston College Law School 
Professor David Wirth, director of 
the school’s international programs, 
has won a Fulbright award that 
will enable him to lead teaching 
and curriculum development efforts 
in sustainable development at the 
Higher School of Economics in 
Moscow. [Read more at http://bit.
ly/1RLRDzZ]

•Associate Professor of Psychol-
ogy Liane Young, whose research 
focuses on the psychology and neu-
roscience of moral judgment and 
behavior, won the 2016 Stanton 
Prize, awarded annually by the So-
ciety for Philosophy and Psychol-
ogy to a young scholar who has 
made significant contributions to 
interdisciplinary research in phi-
losophy, psychology, and/or related 
disciplines. [Read more at http://bit.
ly/1XYMA44]

These recent accomplishments 
– in addition to numerous others 
by BC faculty during this academic 
year – underscore the University’s 
commitment to excellent teaching 
and research, according to senior 
administrators.  

“This wave of recognition for 

the scholarly achievements of a 
number of our faculty colleagues 
confirms the wisdom of our added 
investments in academic affairs over 
the last decade,” said Provost and 
Dean of Faculties David Quigley. 
“It’s heartening to see representa-
tion across schools – an important 
reminder of the growing strength of 
so many of our programs across the 
university.  I look forward to seeing 
what these colleagues will be able 
to do in their research and for our 
students in the future.”

Vice Provost for Research and 
Academic Planning Thomas Chiles 
said the significance of such awards 
and fellowships should not be un-
derestimated, particularly for early-
career faculty members. 

“These are highly competitive 
awards that recognize innovative 
scholarship and the high impact of 
the research being done – a direct 
reflection of the caliber of our fac-
ulty,” he explained. “The awards, 
in turn, serve to allow our faculty to 
continue their innovative research 
– and in many ways will position 
faculty to be competitive for much 
larger federal awards. 

“There are also benefits to the 
University: In addition to the ob-
vious impact on the faculty, the 
research supported by these awards 
is translated into the classroom and 
in the many opportunities for our 
students, when they work with fac-
ulty of this caliber.” 

–Office of News & Public Affairs

until last fall when she was notified 
that she was a match.

“I was a little nervous but ulti-
mately overjoyed,” says Maldonado. 
“It’s not common to be a match for 
somebody else, and it was incredible 
to know that the three-year-old boy 
has my same genetic makeup.”

But Maldonado hit the emo-
tional rollercoaster when, almost two 
months ago, she received another 
call telling her the boy wasn’t stable 
enough to undergo the procedure.

“It was heartbreaking,” says Mal-
donado. “But then two weeks later, 
I received notice that the boy was 
indeed stable enough to receive the 
transplant. When I heard that, I was 
even more willing to donate.”

The decision to follow through 
with the bone marrow donation, 
however, was of great concern to 
Maldonado’s parents, who were un-
familiar with the procedure.

“It was a shock to them and was 
something completely unprecedent-
ed,” says Maldonado. “Sure, they are 
very familiar with American medi-
cine and the fact that we have the 
best medical facilities in the world, 
but when it comes to your child do-
ing something that’s out of the blue 
and fairly uncommon, it warrants a 
very worried response. Every surgery 
has a risk, so for me to be taking on a 
small risk for somebody I don’t even 
know didn’t really make any sense to 
my parents.”

But after talking to others and 
receiving reassurance from medical 
professionals, her parents flew up to 
Boston to be at their daughter’s side.  

“Having them behind me and 
having them talk to the doctor with 
specific questions I wouldn’t have 
thought to ask – about the anesthe-
sia, and the procedure itself – was 
very reassuring. Having medical pro-
fessionals walk my parents and me 
through the process and have them 
understand that this is very safe and 
routine really put my parents’ minds 
at ease.

“My mom and dad were able to 
understand why I was doing it and 
see that for me, this was a very, very 
good decision.”

Maldonado follows in the foot-
steps of 2015 graduate Kayla Ham-
mergren, who donated her marrow 
to help four-year-old James Strejc 
conquer leukemia. Hammergren 
met James last April at the inaugural 
Walk for Life at the Chestnut Hill 
Reservoir, and Maldonado hopes 
she’ll have the same experience.

“Holistically, I feel really good 
about it. I’m just very happy that I 
was able to do something like this. I 
sincerely feel in my heart that this is 
the right thing to do for somebody 
who really needs me.” 

Like Hammergren, Maldonado 
also hopes she can serve as an ex-
ample for others to literally give of 
themselves and save a life.

“For many families, the dona-

tion of bone marrow to fight blood 
cancer is their best option. The idea 
is that my bone marrow will be-
gin to generate healthy cells for the 
little boy once the marrow is inserted 
into his body. This is the boy’s best 
chance of being saved.”  

Maldonado has a message 
too: More minorities are needed for 
the national bone marrow registry.

“Since there are a lot of Cauca-
sian people on the registry, Cauca-
sian people have a greater chance 
of finding a match. Unfortunately, 

a lot of South American people are 
unfamiliar with the bone marrow 
procedure. The message that I want 
to get across is that it’s a very, very 
safe procedure, and it starts with 
joining the registry and hopefully 
one day being a match for some-
body. This is a relatively routine 
thing, and if you’re a healthy person, 
everybody should consider donating 
because you really are saving some-
one’s life.” 

By KatHleen Sullivan             
Staff Writer

An in-residence house of dis-
cernment has been established by 
Boston College for male students 
contemplating a call to the Jesuit 
order and interested in exploring 
living in a community. 

Loyola House, located at 50 
Quincy Road, will formally open 
in August with its first cohort under 
the leadership of Casey Beaumier, 
SJ, director of the Institute for Ad-
vanced Jesuit Studies. 

According to Fr. Beaumier, this 
residential house of discernment is 
the first-of-its-kind at a Jesuit col-
lege or university. “A vocation to 
the Jesuits is a gift from God. Bos-
ton College wants to do what it can 
to be supportive of Jesuit vocations. 
I feel valued and cared for as a Je-
suit at Boston College. So, offering 
Loyola House as a model, we hope, 
might prove inspirational for other 
areas of the country to do likewise.”

The men living in Loyola House 
would each have a Jesuit spiritual 
director. Loyola House would oper-
ate in close connection to both the 
Jesuit communities at St. Mary’s 
and at Faber House, and offer 
shared community meals and Jesuit 
speakers who would talk about their 
vocation. 

Fr. Beaumier, who has lived in 
the Fenwick residence hall on Up-
per Campus for the past eight years, 
will relocate to Loyola House. He 
noted he will continue his connec-
tion with Upper Campus by cele-
brating Mass at St. Joseph’s Chapel.

“Boston College has stepped up 
and wants to be part of a solution 
to the vocation crisis. We want do 
whatever we can to keep that option 
attractive and lively as a possibility. 
If we don’t do that, who will?”

Fr. Beaumier said Loyola House 
can provide encouragement for 
students who – often inspired by 
their positive experiences at Jesuit 
high schools – enter college think-
ing about the priesthood but find 

their desire quashed by the pressure 
of study and career. 

“We want to create an environ-
ment where that original desire has 
some support mechanism around 
it. This is a concept, and because it’s 
new we don’t know how our stu-
dents are going to respond. But our 
job is to provide conversation part-
ners, mentors, environments where 
this topic can seem lively and the 
discernment can continue without 
distraction.

 “What’s great about being at 
Boston College is that it’s the world. 
So many nations are represented 
here in our Jesuit communities. 
Members of Loyola House will 
have exposure to all those differ-
ent Jesuits from all those different 
countries and maybe that encounter 
touches the imagination.”

Through Loyola House, “the 
touching points with the Society 
of Jesus would become more and 
more an experience, and with expe-
rience comes better discernment,” 
he added.

 “Loyola House is an image of 
hope for the Society of Jesus, for the 
Church and for Boston College. 
It’s tiny – it’s just a house – but we 
know from sacred scripture that 
God does a lot with tiny things, like 
the mustard seed, the widow’s mite 
and fragments of bread and fish.”

Jose Antonio Vargas, an undocumented immigrant and a Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist, spoke with audience members after presenting a 
lecture earlier this month as part of the Winston Center for Leadership 
and Ethics Chambers Lecture Series. (Photo by Justin Knight)

House of Discernment Is 
Planned for Students in August

Institute for Advanced Jesuit Stud-
ies Director Casey Beaumier, SJ.

Contact Kathleen Sullivan at 
kathleen.sullivan@bc.edu

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Contact Sean Hennessey at 
sean.hennessey@bc.edu

“It’s completely unparal-

leled with anything else 

that I could ever do. 

Donating a piece of my-

self feels different. It’s a 

tremendous opportunity 

to help somebody who 

needs it.” 

–Alessandra Maldonado
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Assistant Professor of Finance 
Ian Appel was the co-winner of a 
research competition for his jointly 
authored paper challenging the idea 
that so-called passive investors wield 
little influence in the marketplace.

Appel, along with Wharton 
School of Business faculty mem-
bers Todd Gormley and Donald 
Keim, were recognized by the Inves-
tor Responsibility Research Center 
Institute (IRRCI), which said their 
work “has the potential to reshape 
investor thinking.” The paper is 
forthcoming in The Journal of Fi-
nancial Economics.

Titled “Passive Investors, Not 
Passive Owners,” the paper reveals 
how passive investors – those who 
typically manage index funds – 
aren’t really passive at all and in fact 
are more active behind the scenes. 

“When we think about investors 
who influence different corporate 
policies, we usually are talking about 
the Carl Icahns of the world and 
activist hedge funds,” says Appel, 
who joined the Carroll School of 
Management last September. “The 
message of our paper is that influ-
ence is not just limited to them. 
Passive investors – the Vanguards 
and State Streets – also have influ-
ence over how companies are run.

“Our findings contradict the 
perception that passive investors, 
who hold a large basket of stocks 
and attempt to track a benchmark 
index like the S&P 500, only care 
about tracking errors and keeping 
fees low. That’s not the case at all.”

Appel and his co-authors found 
that passively managed mutual 
funds, and the institutions that of-
fer them, use their large voting blocs 
to exert influence on firms’ gover-
nance.

“By owning shares, they have 
a fiduciary responsibility to their 

investors to vote in their best inter-
ests,” says Appel. “That’s one reason 
why you may think they might 
make a difference and have an effect 
on the firms they own.”

Appel says an investor doesn’t 
necessarily have to make a lot of 
noise to be heard; significant owner-
ship of shares will do it.

“If you own a large share of a 
company, say 5 percent, and you 
call up the management, they’ll take 
your call. And if you say, ‘These are 
the things we care about, these are 
the changes we’d like to see made 
in companies,’ they may be more 
inclined to listen to you when you 
own a big chunk of shares and they 
know you’re not going to sell off 
those shares any time soon.”

That influence can lead to gov-
ernance changes such as more in-
dependent directors on corporate 
boards, removal of takeover defens-
es and more equal voting rights.

“Our evidence suggests they 
successfully influence firms’ gover-
nance choices in ways that improve 
long-term, firm-level performance,” 
says Appel. “Vanguard talks about 
how they send a letter to many 
of their portfolio companies where 
they outline what they consider to 
be important aspects of corporate 
governance, and how companies 
are run.”

–Sean Hennessey

By Sean SmitH                       
CHroniCle editor

The old model for undergradu-
ate international experiences in 
higher education, says Office of In-
ternational Programs Director Nick 
Gozik, went something like this:

“Drop a student in the middle of 
the world, and they’ll sink or swim.”

In other words, conventional 
wisdom held that by virtue of sim-
ply being abroad, students absorb 
great insights that significantly 
broaden their perspective of the 
world, and of themselves.

 The trouble with this mindset, 
Gozik says, is while such revelations 
are certainly possible, “students each 
have their own pace of develop-
ment, their own temperament and 
way of looking at things. There are 
some students who may have such 
difficulty adjusting to a new and 
different environment that it’s hard 
for them to process what’s going 
on – which means they lose out 
on a real opportunity for personal 
growth.”

Even students who have enjoy-
able, enriching study-abroad peri-
ods can’t always discern the big-
picture lessons of what they learned 
or observed, he adds, at least not on 
their own.

But now, the “sink-or-swim” ap-
proach to education-abroad experi-
ences is being supplanted by one 
focused on building “intercultural 
skills,” says Gozik. This philosophy 
envisions a vital role for faculty, 
administrators and other higher 
education professionals: helping 
students interpret these experiences 
into a deeper understanding of the 
world and their place in it, and 
where they go from here.

Boston College has emerged as 
a leader in the intercultural skills 
movement, and recently hosted the 
first-ever conference on the subject 
to be held in New England. Some 
125 representatives from BC and 
other colleges, as well as education-
abroad programs, attended the day-
long event, which featured keynote 
speeches and panel discussions that 
explored topics such as the use of 
technology in intercultural skill de-
velopment, and how to integrate 
short-term programs into under-
graduate curricula.

“Intercultural learning is still a 
new subject for many in higher edu-
cation,” says Gozik, who along with 
Provost and Dean of Faculties Da-
vid Quigley gave opening remarks 
at the Boston Intercultural Skills 
Conference (BISC); he and morn-
ing keynote speaker Steve Duke, 
from the University of Nebraska, 
also provided closing thoughts. 
“This event was a good way for us to 
compare notes, identify and answer 
questions, and hopefully establish 
some lines of communication.”

At a time when strong, often 
passionate exchanges about diversity 

and tolerance issues are common 
throughout higher education, he 
adds, intercultural skills can be an 
asset to the dialogue. 

“Where BC is concerned, I think 
the conference moved the conversa-
tion about intercultural skills into 

the center of the University, which 
is where it needs to be.”

 “Intercultural skills” may sound 
like an abstract concept or trendy 
phrase, says Gozik, but it is charac-
terized by definable goals and objec-
tives.

“When a student is abroad – 
whether for short or long term – 
you don’t want him or her to stay 
in a bubble. Undergraduates should 
be ‘out there,’ away from the tourist 
spots, getting a sense of the places 
and the people, and what they’re 
thinking about and feeling. The 
idea is, through the experience, stu-
dents can both form impressions 
and break down stereotypes.

“But to really build intercultural 
skills takes reflection on the part of 
the students, and faculty, admin-
istrators or staff have to challenge 
them to go further and dig deeper.”

Discussions at the BICS offered 
good examples of how intercultural 
skills can be nurtured and devel-
oped, says Gozik, pointing to the 
panel on short-term programs that 
included Carroll School of Manage-
ment Associate Professor John Gal-
laugher, Professor of Communica-
tion Marilyn Matelski and Professor 
of English Suzanne Matson. 

Gallaugher described his Tech-
nology and Development class’ 
nine-day trip to study technology 
enterprises in Ghana, home to 
one of the world’s fastest-growing 
economies. The trip – a variation 
of Gallaugher’s “Tech Trek” course 
in the Silicon Valley – emphasizes 
local engagement, he said, includ-
ing master classes with Ghanaian 
entrepreneurs and socializing with 
college students.

Matelski discussed her Advanced 
Intercultural Communication class 
– which she calls “studyabroad.

comm” – a web-based course for 
communication/International 
Studies majors as well as others 
studying abroad. Students keep an 
electronic journal that covers topics 
such as culture shock, stereotyping, 
images of Americans and America 

abroad, and differences in world 
views. They also compile a digest 
of news/information sources used 
by citizens of the host country, and 
compare how local and US newspa-
pers cover an American news event.

Matson spoke on Writing Out 
of Place, her three-week creative 
writing class in India. Students are 
exposed to a variety of sights and 
sensations, she explained, such as 
visiting a refugee colony and village 
school, listening to a talk on Indian 
economics, or taking a cooking les-
son – all of which are intended to 
sharpen their skills in listening and 
observing, a necessary part of inter-
cultural learning.

The success of intercultural 
skills-building programs, the fac-
ulty members said, depends to a 
great degree on resources for faculty, 
whether it be funding (Matelski 
noted that her class has been sup-
ported through a BC teaching/ad-
vising grant) or administrative sup-
port – assistance in making travel 
and accommodation arrangements 
or dealing with other red tape.

Resources that enhance mentor-
ing abilities also are useful, Gozik 
adds, and complement growing ef-
forts at the University to help stu-
dents get more out of their interna-
tional experiences. As an example, 
he pointed to the Reflection on 
Being Abroad, a two-credit online 
course offered by the Office of In-
ternational Programs that prompts 
undergraduates studying abroad to 
consider how to integrate their for-
eign sojourn into their academic, 
personal and professional trajecto-
ries. 

Read a longer version of this article 
at http://bit.ly/1nuEAKM.

“Firmly entrenched as a tradition,” the annual Boston 
College-Boston Red Sox spring training exhibition in Florida “is 
far more than a game,” writes Chronicle correspondent Marvin 
Pave. BC players get a chance to rub shoulders with big-league 
icons like David Ortiz [above], while alumni like Steve Langone 
(now a scout for the Red Sox) “have the opportunity to reflect 
on and share baseball-related memories with others from the 
BC family.” Read Pave’s story at http://bit.ly/1UYNZIa.

ONLINE FEATURE

Eagles vs. Red Sox 2016

“When a student is abroad – whether for short or long term – you don’t 
want him or her to stay in a bubble,” says Office of International Programs 
Director Nick Gozik (above, center). “Undergraduates should be ‘out there,’ 
away from the tourist spots, getting a sense of the places and the people, 
and what they’re thinking about and feeling.” (Photo by Lee Pellegrini)

Contact Sean Smith at 
sean.smith@bc.edu

World Class
Boston College emerging as a leader in the intercultural learning movement

Appel Recognized 
for His Work on 
Passive Investors
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NOTA BENE

JOBS

Assistant Professor of English Aeron Hunt’s book 
Personal Business: Character and Commerce in Victorian 
Literature and Culture was named a Choice Outstanding 
Academic Title for 2015. 

In Personal Business, Hunt argues that an emphasis on 
abstraction and impersonality as the crucial features of the 
Victorian economic experience has led to a partial and 
ultimately misleading vision of Victorian business culture. 
She asserts that the key to understanding the relationship 
of literary writing to economic experience is what she calls 
“personal business” — the social and interpersonal relation-
ships of Victorian commercial life in which character was a 
central mediating concept.

Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, a pub-
lication of the Association of College & Research Libraries, 
is the premier source for reviews of academic books and 
digital resources of interest to scholars and students in 
higher education. 

–Rosanne Pellegrini

Carroll School of Management doctoral candidates 
Qianqian Yu and Eliana Crosina were among 20 win-
ners of the Kauffman Dissertation Fellowship, which awards 
grants of $20,000 to support dissertations in the area of 
entrepreneurship.

Yu’s research focuses on how management turnover 
affects innovation in venture-backed private firms, consider-
ing such questions as whether the turnover leads to more 
and to higher quality innovation, and whether it is more 
important to add new managers or remove existing ones.

Crosina explores the effect of “entrepreneurial hubs” on 
entrepreneurial activity and identity development. She will 
examine how such hubs help early-stage businesses that 
are struggling to develop identities cope with challenges by 
legitimizing their activities and offering a forum for identity 
experimentation.  

Boston College was one of only four schools this year to 
have multiple winners of Kauffman Fellowships, which have 
helped launch the careers of emerging world-class entre-
preneurship scholars who have gone on to find positions in 
top-tier universities, research arms of federal agencies, and 
private industry.

–Sean Hennessey

The following are among the most 
recent positions posted by the De-
partment of Human Resources. 
For more information on employ-
ment opportunities at Boston Col-
lege, see www.bc.edu/offices/hr:

Dean, Boston College School of 
Social Work

research Economist, Center for 
retirement research

Stock Distribution Worker, 
Dining Services

assistant Director, Sophomore 
area, residential Life

Events assistant, alumni Chap-
ters, alumni association

Director, University Counseling 
Services

assistant Director, C&F Com-
munications and Proposal De-
velopment, Corporate Founda-
tion relations

head of Special Collections 
Technical Services, Burns Li-
brary

Director of Compliance, Office 
of General Counsel

Director of Career Education, 
Career Center

BOSTON COLLEGE IN THE MEDIA
Boston College faculty members 
continued to provide analysis and 
commentary on various aspects of 
Campaign 2016: Prof. Heather 
Cox Richardson (History) dis-
cussed the past, turbulent present, 
and future of the Republican party 
with CNN.com and WGBH “Ra-
dio Open Source”, and in an essay 
for Salon.com. Assoc. Prof. Richard 
Albert (Law) reflected on how Ben 
Carson’s candidacy – as well as that 
of other African-Americans who 
demonstrate by their example that 
skin color does not determine polit-
ical affiliation – benefits the nation, 
in an op-ed for the Boston Herald. 
In a co-authored op-ed for The Hill, 
Moakley Professor of Political Sci-
ence Kay Lehman Schlozman said 
the voices heard in American poli-

tics are skewed substantially in the 
direction of the affluent and well-
educated, creating a vicious circle in 
which economic inequality begets 
political inequality which, in turn, 
furthers economic inequality.  Asst. 
Prof. Matt Sienkiewicz (Commu-
nication) contrasted the messag-
ing strategies of the Bernie Sanders 
presidential campaign with those 
of Michael Moore’s new film in a 
piece for Tikkun Daily. Prof. Marc 
Landy (Political Science) com-
mented in the Boston Herald on 
the likely effect of Chris Christie’s 
endorsement of Donald Trump. As-
soc. Prof. Dennis Hale (Political 
Science) spoke with the Boston Her-
ald on Trump and Super Tuesday. 
Asst. Prof. Joshua Hartshorne 
(Psychology), co-author of a study 

of cognitive performance across the 
decades of life, discussed age and 
candidacy in Politico.

National Public Radio’s “Your 
Health” included comments 
by Prof. Thomas Seyfried (Biol-
ogy) for a piece that explored the 
limitation of fuels available for 
fermentation – sugar glucose and 
the amino acid glutamine – as an 
overlooked approach to aid cancer 
treatment.

Overconfidence can lead people 
to misforecast their future use of 
a product, as well as overestimate 
their abilities to navigate contract 
terms. But policy may help to pro-
tect consumers from their own 
poor choices, wrote Assoc. Prof. 
Michael D. Grubb (Economics) 
for the London School of Economics 
Business Review.

After a letter by an 11-year-old tak-
ing Justin Bieber to task for failing 
to use subjunctive mood correctly 
in the lyrics of a song went viral, 
Prof. Suzanne Matson (English) 
discussed the importance of correct 
grammar in an interview with Mor-
rissey College of Arts and Sciences 
alumnus Chris Serico ’00 for NBC 
Today.com.

CBS News broadcast a segment on 
the popularity of Dragonwood, a 
fantasy card game developed by As-
soc. Prof. Darren Kisgen (CSOM).

An introduction to new faculty members at Boston College

Mengyao Cheng
assistant Professor of accounting
Carroll School of management
DEGREES: university of michigan (Ba, BBa); emory 
university (Phd)
WHAT SHE STUDIES: financial reporting, disclosure, 
and effects of regulation and governmental policies.
WHAT SHE’S TEACHING: federal taxation
Talk about your most recent research projects: 
“my current research focuses on changes in mandatory 
disclosures, firm compliance with such changes, and 
capital market consequences of those changes. i also 
examine the economic determinants and consequences 
of voluntary disclosures. furthermore, i seek to understand the forces underlying 
governmental policy-making and the resulting implications for corporations.”

Christopher Kenaley 
assistant Professor of the Practice of Biology
morrissey College of arts and Sciences
DEGREES: Cornell university (BS); university of Wash-
ington-Seattle (Phd)
WHAT HE STUDIES: Biodiversity of fishes – particu-
larly deep sea – with a focus on the adaptive evolution 
of species in the extreme environment. Current research 
projects include understanding the biomechanical basis 
of feeding in fishes through theoretical and biorobotic 
models, as well as other issues in deep-sea biodiversity.
WHAT HE TEACHES: introduction to Physiology; 
topics in vertebrate Biomechanics; ecology & evolution

Tzuo-Hann Law
assistant Professor of economics
morrissey College of arts and Sciences
DEGREES:  duke university (Bse); university of Penn-
sylvania
(Phd) 
WHAT HE STUDIES: macroeconomics and labor 
economics
WHAT HE TEACHES: introduction to Computational 
investing; topics in Graduate labor economics
Your latest research project has a role for stu-
dents – what does it involve? “my research is 
currently focused on the impact of financial frictions on 
hiring, productivity and unemployment. With my classes, i am exploring the use of 
a real-time stock market simulator to immerse students into an environment where 
they learn how to write software that execute ideas for trading while competing 
with each other and the market.”

Christopher Polt
assistant Professor of Classics
morrissey College of arts and Sciences
DEGREES: Boston university (Ba, ma); university of 
north Carolina-Chapel Hill (ma, Phd)
WHAT HE STUDIES: latin poetry and how ro-
man authors reshape prior traditions; roman com-
edy; Cicero’s theory and practice of translation. 
WHAT HE’S TEACHING: the City of rome; roman 
Comedy
Your research interests include studying com-
edy in Ancient Rome. Do you think comedy 
has the same meaning and significance to 
us nowadays as it did back then? “‘Comedy’ 
means something quite different for us, but it’s no less 
significant: Both in antiquity and today, it helps viewers endure reality’s everyday 
absurdities while forcing them to question how they — as individuals and as a 
society — imagine themselves.”

Jessica Shaw
assistant Professor
Boston College School of Social Work
DEGREES: university of illinois at urbana-Champaign 
(BS); michigan State university (ma, Phd)
WHAT SHE STUDIES: improving communi-
ty and system responses to sexual assault through 
community partnerships; criminal justice and medi-
cal system responses to sexual assault; importance 
of systems-based approaches to research and action. 
WHAT SHE’S TEACHING: diversity and Cross Cul-
tural issues (fall 2016)
Last fall, you presented your research at the 
White House and provided expertise to several 
national committees on improving system re-
sponses to sexual assault. Did you find those 
experiences helpful or insightful? “absolutely. What really stood out to me is 
that communities across the country are struggling with the same issues, indicat-
ing that these challenges really are systemic. as a researcher, this tells me that 
we need to continue investigating system practices, policies, and interventions to 
produce relevant research that can be put to use.”

–Ed Hayward, Sean Hennessey and Sean Smith
Photos by Lee Pellegrini
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BC SCENES

By roSanne PelleGrini          
Staff Writer

The work of a generation of 
virtually forgotten poets — who 
created an intimate and interactive 
literary culture in Boston during 
the early national period — has 
been recovered by a collaborative 
American Studies research project 
at Boston College. 

Directed by Professor of English 
Paul Lewis, small groups of under-
graduate students reviewed about 
4,500 poems published in 59 liter-
ary magazines. Their research in 
what can be thought of as “literary 
archeology” has led to the pub-
lication of a new anthology: The 
Citizen Poets of Boston: A Collec-
tion of Forgotten Poems, 1789–1820 
(University Press of New England). 

The anthology will be formally 
launched at a series of public events 
during April and May, including 
at O’Neill Library on April 14 at 
4 p.m. 

The Citizen Poets of Boston is 
divided into eight chronological, 
subject-based sections that deal with 
coming to Boston, men and wom-
en, politics, family, work, pleasure, 
riddles and rebuses (riddles in the 
form of poems), and death. Specific 
poems describe a city in which pigs 
are raised in people’s yards and a 
traffic jam in Charlestown involves 
road rage and, remarkably, pork 
and beans.   

 “The works inspire us to con-
sider what makes a poem ‘good’ 
and what poems are ‘good for,’” ac-

cording to Lewis, who spearheaded 
the project and edited the anthol-
ogy. “At times opinionated, amused 
or mournful, Boston’s citizen poets 
exude a becoming modesty, a sense 
that they are writing not for the ages 
but for and about friends, relatives 
and fellow citizens, that they drew 
inspiration not from the muses but 
from the lives they were living.” 

With much of Boston’s early 
architecture ravaged by fire, “the 
poems selected serve as buckboard 
time machines that allow us to see 
the place through the eyes of its 
citizen-poets,” said Lewis. 

“We found buried treasures: po-
ems that captured the texture of 
life — what people were doing, 
thinking and feeling here. Many 
strike enduringly human notes that 
ring loudly through to our time by 
sharing moments of celebration and 
heartbreak, love and loss, patriotic 
and reform sentiments, content-
ment and despair.”  

Lewis will speak at the April 14 
event and BC alumni who worked 
on the anthology as undergraduates 
also will take part.  

“The migration of archives onto 
the Internet in recent years has made 
it possible to engage undergraduates 
in collaborative, digital, archival re-
search in the civic humanities,” said 
Lewis. “In the past, scholars needed 
to visit numerous bricks-and-mor-
tar libraries to examine copies of the 
old magazines that are now available 
online in databases that allow us 
to search by genre, date range and 
place of publication. 

“The challenge,” he added, “is 
designing a project that has the po-
tential of recovering forgotten work 
or understanding familiar work in 
new ways.”  

“Working with Paul was an in-
credibly rewarding experience,” said 
Alexandra Mitropolous ’12, who 
also holds a master’s degree from 
the Lynch School of Education and 
a JD from BC Law School.

“This research project was im-
mensely helpful in preparing me 
for the intense research and analysis 
I needed in law school and in my 
legal career, and while I was in law 
school, keeping me connected to 
antebellum Boston and its wonder-
ful poets — many of whom, like 
me, had careers and lives outside 
of these magazines. I am so proud 
that this anthology is finally being 
published, having helped in and 

watched the growth and develop-
ment of this project.”

The project appealed to Har-
rison Kent ’13 because “it was com-
pletely original research. Paul gave 
us the opportunity to rediscover 
pieces of literature that practically 

no one had seen for hundreds of 
years, which is obviously an amaz-
ing project for an undergraduate 
student. It was as much an archaeo-
logical dig as it was a study in litera-
ture, which is what made discover-
ing these lost treasures so fun and 
exciting. It’s a truly singular piece 
of academia, and I’m very glad that 
we get to share our favorite findings 
with the rest of Boston – and the 
world — now that the collection is 
being published.” 

The research team also includ-
ed current senior Jaimie Carvalho 
and now-BC alumni Sean Cahill, 
Kristin L. Canfield, Nicholas Cle-
ments, Kelsie Dorn, Jennifer Fuks-
man, Elizabeth Gavin, Caroline M. 
Kirkwood, Kristen House, Michael 
Kadow, Erica Navarro, Elizabeth 
M. Powers, Tracy Rizk, Meidema 
Sanchez and Nicholas A. Volpe.  

Paul Lewis (above) describes the 
poems he and his students found in 
18th and 19th century literary maga-
zines as “buried treasures [that] 
captured the texture of life — what 
people were doing, thinking and 
feeling here.”

The celebration of Irish culture and history that takes place 
around St. Patrick’s Day has an added dimension this year, since 
2016 is the centenary of the Easter Rising. A quick look at some 
Irish-related events at BC over the next two weeks:
•International Conference: “Easter 1916: ‘A Terrible Beauty is 
Born,’” March 18-20 [http://bit.ly/1P8Yf9r]
•Gaelic Roots concert with Michael Tubridy and James Ke-
ane, March 22 [www.bc.edu/gaelicroots]
•Easter Rising Commemorative Concert with various per-
formers, March 28 [http://bit.ly/1Mj1yuU]
•McMullen Museum exhibition: “The Arts and Crafts Move-
ment: Making It Irish,” ongoing [www.bc.edu/artmuseum]
 

GATHERED HERE (AND THERE)

Late February and early March saw several annual events that hold special meaning 
for the University community: Left: Lynch Leadership Academy Thaly Germain spoke 
at the closing ceremony for Boston College’s Black History Month observance; 
center: University President William P. Leahy, SJ, presented the Ignatian Award to 
guest speaker Maureen Orth at the Laetare Sunday event [read more at http://bit.
ly/1TLa4dX]; Right top and bottom: William Supple ‘19 and other BC students, as well 
as children from St. Columbkille Partnership School in Brighton, performed at the 
“Sing It to the Heights” benefit for St. Columbkille’s music program.

Contact Rosanne Pellegrini at 
rosanne.pellegrini@bc.edu

“Student Debt Crisis: Issues and Solutions”
a conference sponsored by the rappaport 
Center for Law and Public Policy

March 18, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Stuart House, Newton Campus
See http://bit.ly/1rk31Cs

Gretchen ErtlChristopher Huang

Christopher Huang


