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The Irish Studies Program and the lrish American Cultural Instltute
wil host one ofthe most acdaimed plays to come out oflreland in
the past few years. Playrright and actor Donal o'Kelly will perform
his award winning one-ma sho\ Catalpa at Boston College on
February 27. o'Kelly plays a frustrated screerwriter who comes home
ftom a boiched pitch session for his latest screenplay and proceeds to
act out his entire movie in ihe pdvacy ofhis sparsely furnished bed-
room. Playing 24 chamcters, he relives the epic 1875 rescue mission
ofthe whaling ship Caralpa to save six Fenian pdsoners in the famed
Ausiralian penitentiary at Freemantle. Cotalld has been described as
a "masterpiece" and a "rip-roaring one-man adventure". Using only
the minimum of stage props, ard combined with evocative lighting
and musical accompaniment o'Ke{y invites fte alldience to participate
in an imaginative epic journey based on the real events surrourding
the laie nineteenth-ceniury Fenian rescue mission. Over the course of
two hours he altemates roles in breathtaking speed and uses his
considerable sto4telling and vocal skills to keep his audience
eniranced and captivated. This siaging of Ca,a.lpe 'nill ofiet the
Boston Coflege lrish Studies community a mre opporh-mity to see a
world-c1ass wdter-performer in acrion.

Cata.lpa wlllbe pe1fot'J.ed in the Irish Room, Gasson Hall at 7:oo
P.M. on Tuesdar February 27. Tickets are available at the door or call

78ry26-r977.

Burns Scholar 2oor-2
Breand6n O Buachalla

Breandan O Buachalla, fomerly ofuniversity College, Dublin, will
be the visiiing Burns Scholar for fie academic year 2oor-2. He is the
leading erpert in the litenture and ideology of early modem heland.
Among his many publicatlo[s arc Aisli.ns Ghia.r G996), a naior study
of Irish political poetl irl the period 160l 1788, and the award-winning
I mBia.l Fei.rste Coi,s Cuo,t,1 (r968). His mosi r€cetibook, An Ca.oine
o,gus o,n chaointeoireacht (1998) is a radical reinteryretation ofihe
caoineadh {woman's lamentl. Professor O Buachalla was elected a
member ofthe Royal Irish Academy in 1979. He was Professor ofthe
School of Celtic Studies, Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies G97l-8);
Professor ofModern Irish Language and Liierature, University
College Dublin (r978-96); Visiting Professor in Irish Studies, New
York University (!997); Palnell Fellow in Irish Studies, Magdalene
College, Univenity of Cambddge 1r988-9); o'Donnell Chair in Idsh
Studies, Universiiy olNotre Dame (2ooo). The Boston College Idsh
Studies progam is honored to have such a distinguished scholar as
Professor O Buachafa as our Brms Schola] tlis comins academic vear
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Studies, Si. Mary's College, Strawberry
Hnl, Ldon. Q & A wiil Kevin Liddy
folows sdeening. Vest Ne{ton Cinem,

Semiid: ld.e Petit, Centei
fo.Irish Studies, Si Mary's College,
stravheq HiI, Lodon. Darmrrr
Bin . lnsh LornvpMd Lite ry
,4l,Pbii.on!comollyHosql:oop.m.
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I.ish StLdies Film Seri6: Dircctor
MaryR"fteyi roduces and sdeDs her
docunenrary sr.trs ojrrar Devli!,
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Adele Dalsimer Fellowship
For the second year running Boston College will award the Adele
Dalsimer Graduate Research/Dissefiation Fellowship in memory of
the co-follnder ofBoston College's Idsh Studies Program. Prolessor
Dalsimer vas especially comiftted to graduate srudents working in
all disciplines ofldsh Studies. Sh€ also understood and was sensitive
to the challenges and rewards that attended the dissertation process
and its successtul and iimely completion. This one-year fellowship,
therefoie, is offered to a student who encapsulates aspects ofprofessor
Dalsime/s vision, energy and commitment, and ir is hoped that ihe
srccessful candidaies srill peryetuate her legacy in rheir professional

The fellowship is primarily intended to enable Ph.D. candidates in
Irish Studies, who have achieved ABD statlls, to complere ihe research
or writing needed to finish. The successful candidate will have
demonstnted a commitment to Irish Studies through their active
paticipation in program evenis and activities.

Process: In order to be considered lor the fellowship, please contacr
Robet Savage, Associate DirecioE Irish Studies. Closing Dares lot
academic year 2oor-o2: May r5, 2oor.  Award Date: August r ,  20or.

Irish Music Center
The Irish Music Center ofthe John J. Burns Library has recently
added several major collections to its archive oflrish music in
Ame ca. S6amus Connollt Direcior ofthe Idsh Music, Song and
Dance Program at Boston Colleg€, has donated his personal collection
of privately recorded reel-to-reel tapes, along wirh other recordings
and memorabilia, to the Irish Music Center. Tle iapes, made beiween
1957 and r99o, feature one of,a,kind recordings ofsuch well-known
musicians as Joe Burke, willie Clancn lack Coen, S6amus Connolly

Mlron Bretholz has also donaied his personal colleciion ofover r,7oo
items petaining to lrish traditional music to tle Irish Music Cenre(
A much sought-after recording artist and ieacher on the bodhr6n
{ldsh goatskin drum) and bones, Mr. Bretholz has been performing
and collecting Irish traditionai music for 25 years. His collection
oflare and out-of-pdnt LP rccods,45-rpm recods, books, memorabilia,
photographs, and sheei music is a cdtical addirion to the lrish
Music Center.

The music and mwical memorabilia of the late Myles O'Maltey are
now pali ofthe lrish Music Cente/s archives, thanks to the generos-
ity otMI. O'Malley's daughtea Rosemary Coltin. BoIn of Idsh parenrs
in rgro in Everett, MassachGetts, Mr. O'Malleybecame krown in the
19lo's as the "ldsh Tin Whisde King" ofNew England. The Myles
O'Malley ldsh Music Collection includes his fifes and tin whistle;

Ldure/book latu.lr Trmor}r Meaglea
Catholic Udr4ity of Anenca, Irwrrirg
Insh An n@: &nfic .ntibt, CLK MrL
c.ndtion in o NN Endt"1 ciry 188a1923.
Connoly House 5:oo p.n.



t 1 1  1Lnrlstlna rJropny
ChrisLina Brophy. who is research-
ing the religious and cultural
significance of the historically
practiced Irish women's caoineadh
(lament), has been chosen to
receive the first Adele Dalsimer
Graduate Dissertation Fellowship
in Irish Studies. Established this
past summer, the award is named
in honor of the lrish Studies
Program co-founder and co-director
who died last February. It will
be awarded annually to support a
doctoral candidate in Idsh Studies nearing completion ofhis or her
thesis. Brophy, who recieved a master's degree in History from
Boston College in r998, is studying the caoineadh (keen), a woman's
tradition of oral poetry combined with wailing cries performed at
Irish wakes and funerals. She seeks to examine the practice, a ritual
dating back to the pre-Christian period, in the context of modern
Ireland. Brophy writes: "The caoineadh is intriguing for a variety of
reasons. Keening women utter blood curdling screams as well as
elegiac verse, they tear at their hair and clothing, rage against the
injustice they perceive in their owrr and others' lives and until recently,
they held a central and essential place in the death ritual."

A 199r graduate ofthe College ofWilliam and Mary Brophy also
wrote on the caoineadh for her master's thesis at Claremont Graduate
Universitv in California. where she earned a Masters in Women's
Studies in Religion in 1995. Brophy was awarded a Fulbright and
spent the ry98-t999 academic year researching her dissertation
in the Irish Folklore Archive housed in the Folklore Department
at University College Dublin. Brophy said of the award, "Professor

Dalsimer was a woman of character and grace, she gave so much
to Boston College and to the field of lrish Studies, I am proud to be
receiving an award which bears her name." As a result ofthis fellowship
Brophy now has the time and resources to complete her dissertation
and plans to defend this Summer

Iish Music Center cont.

78-rpm recordings of his music; a taped intewiew of Myles O'Malley
with Mick Moloney; photographs; newspaper articles; and memorabilia.

These collections will be processed and made available through the
lrish Music Center ofthe fohn J. Burns Library Dedicated to the hrs-
tory of Irish music in America, the Irish Music Center collects,
preserves, and provides access to recordings, sheet music, manuscripts,
and memorabilia. Inquiries may be directed to Beth Sweeney at
617 -552-3956 or imc@bc.edu.

CALENDAR 'on ' .

April 4
Lecture/book launch: Colbet Kearney
National Univenity of lreland, Cork
Tne Glanour of Gramnar: oraliry and.
Politics ond the Emegene of Sean O'Cotey.
Connolry House, 3:oo p.m.

Apdl 5
Lecture/Book Laurchr Donna Wong,
Boston College lrish Studies Program
and Haivard Celtic Department, TAin
Rettabaca Cuoilnge \ot t}'e Rutabaga Raid
ofcooley) connolly House 4:oo p.m.

April 9
Prose Reading: Autlor Colm'Ibibin reads
ftom his latesi novel lte Blackwater
Lightship, Connolly 4too p.m.

Apil ro
Kathleen O'Toole, foimer me]nber
ofiie Patten Commission, The Patten
Expenence, De'.1ilj. 026, 9,oa a.m.

Apil rr
Parnell Society visit Lectwe, Laura
McNeill, Boston College Irish Shrdies
Program, Pamell, Daritt dhd the Politics
of Compnmise. Response by Donal
Mccartney, University College, Dublin.
Connolly House 5:oo p.m.

April 18
Poetry reading: Maurice Riordan
reads from his poems, Connolly House

Aprii 19
Prose Reading: Iennifer Johnsion reads
frorn The Road to Babylon ena the cinger
Wotuon, Connolly House 3:oo p.m.

Apr i122
Lechfie: Burns Scholar Patdcia Donlon
Ifl the Land ofYouth: wntings fot Chitrdrcn

fom Janes loyce to Rodq Do!\e, Bnrns
Library 2:oo p.m.

April 2l
Music/lecture: Mick Moloney, Villanova
University, Songs o/Resistance, ry98 to
thz present, Cor:'nolly House 6:00 p.m.

April lo
Lecture: Michelle Broun, Curator
of Medieval Manuscripis, The Bdtish
Libtary, Mawels of the West: Gerald
oJ Wales and the eatliest taLuscripts of
his 'Toposraphy of trcland' Devlin ror,

Da srmer Scho ar Chf lst rna Brophy.



Gaelic Roots Festival 2oor
The Boston College campus will once again be filled
with the spidted cadence of step dancing and the
distinctive sounds offiddles, tin whistles, harps,
pipes and other Gaelic instruments during the zoor
Gaelic Roots Music, Song and Dance Summer
School and Festival. The popular festival - which
will be held June 17-23, zoor - has garnered inter-
national acclaim for offering Irish music and dance
enthusiasts an incomparable chance to study under
some of the brightest stars in the Gaelic firmament.
It has been described by the nalionaT lowrnal Dancer
as a "wondrous week and experience".

Gaelic Roots -which annually draws some ofthe
world's finest Gaelic performing artists to campus
to teach and perform - offers a weekJong immer-
sion in traditional Irish, Scottish and Cape Breton

music. Participants have praised the instructors and
the opportunity for enrichment at all skill levels
through classes, workshops, sessions, lectures and
socia l  events,  inc luding an evening cru ise on
Boston Harbor.

Some 3oo participants traveled from seven coun-
tries around the world - including fapan, The
Netherlands, Ireland, Sweden and Canada, as well
as from across the United States - to attend the
zooo festival, which sold out well in advance ofthe
registration deadline and drew capacity crowds to
special concerts featuring the world-class instruc-
tors. Get on the mailing list for Gaelic Roots 2oor!
Contact S6amus Connolly at 1617) 552-o49o or
e-mail connolsb@bc.edu

ILS Turns zo
The Irish Literary Supplement, edited by Robert
Lawery and sponsored by the Irish Studies Program
at Boston College, will celebrate its zoth anniversary
this year. with the publication ofthe spring zoor
edition. Among the reviews will be Vera Kreilkamp's
look at Adrian Frazier's biography of George Moore;
Kevin O'Neill's examination of Angela Bourke's
controversial story ofthe burning ofBridget Cleary;
Paul Doherty's review ofa new book on Joyce's
"Ulysses"; Larry McCaffrey's study of Kevin Kenny's
superb new book on lrish-America; a no-holds-
barred look by two critics at Roddy Doyle's "A Star Is
Born ' :  and more than twenfy o lher  rev iews.
Subscriptions are $rz.oo for four issues (U.S.
only1, from the lrish Literary Supplement.
PO Box 265.  Wading River .  New York r179z.

Irish Studies Says
Farewell to Peg Preston
Peg Preston who recently received her Ph.D. in
history at Boston College, and who has taught Idsh
Studies courses here, has accepted a tenure-track

iob at Augustana College in South Dakota. All ofus
in the program wish Peg the very best as she heads
for the Badlands!

6

Visiting Scholars
This term the Boston College Irish Studies program
will have two visiting scholars from Ireland. Dr.
Enda Delaney of Queen's Universiry Belfast will
co-chair a colloquium with Professor Kevin Kenny
on the Irish Diaspora, and give a graduate semi-
nar on Irish immigration to Britain. Dr. Delaney
is the author of many publications including
Demography, state and. socizty: Irish migrali.on to
Britain, tgzt-tg7t (zoor) and National questions:
reflections on Daniel O'Connell and contemporary
lreland. hooo\ which he co-edited with R. V.
Comerford. Irish Studies is also pleased to welcome
Christopher Curtin, Professor of Political Science
and Sociology at University College, Galway.
In addition to teaching in the Netherlands and
America he co-authored and co-edited eight
books. The most recent of these was The Sta.te,
Self-Help Groups and. Deuelopn'vent in the West of
Ireland lzooo\. He has been involved with several
European Union-funded programs and is a member
ofthe Center for European Rural Studies. He will
give two lectures: one on the representation of
rural interests in Ireland from the r92os to the
r96os; and another on the changing patterns of
rural political leadership in Ireland.



I R I S H  S T U D I E S

C O U R S E S  S P R I N G  2 O O O

IR ISH TANGUACI

EN o94 Introduction to Modern Idsh II

The continuation ofa course for beginners
in standard modem I sh, widl attention to
regional variants. Philip O'Leary

EN o98 Continuing Modern Irish II This is
a continuing course in modem Irish for
those with a basic knowledge ofthe lan-
guage. Emphasis will be on developing the
alr i l ' ry ro read contemporary [ i terarure in al l
genres, Donna Wong.

EN 5r2 Old Irish A descriptive and histori.
cal examination of ihe linguistic features of
Old ldsh among the Celtic and Indo-
European languages; dre reading of Early
Idsh texts. M.l. Connolly.

EN 5lo Images and Identiry: images of
Ireland thfough Idsh eyes T'his course will
look at the changing lace of lreland through
its images as depicled Lhrough iilusnanons
photographs, cartoons, coins and stamps.
Prof Pat Donlon.

EN 486 The Drama ofEthnic Renaissance:
Thearer and Societ) rr1 Earll T\\,erltieth-
Century Dublin and Harlem. An
examination oftwo ethnic renaissances in
English-language theater and culture: the
Irish dramatic movement ofYeats, Gregory
etc., and the Harlem Renaissance's dra-
matic wing, initiated by Du Bois. Philip
O'Leary

EN 502 Abbey Theatre Summer Workshop
The Abbey Theatre Progmm, a six'week
Summer Workshop in Dublin, consists of
an intensive five weeks ofclasses, lechrtes,
and demonstatio(s by members ofthe
Abbey Theane Company in acting, direct-
ing, production, and nanagement,
culminating in ihe staging of an Irish play.
Interested students should apply to
Professor Philip O'Leary English
Department before March r. PhiJip O'Leary
(surnmer 2oorl.

EN 5rj ldsh Renaissance Course will
erplore how a group ofwriters-pimarily
W.B Yeats, Johr Sl'nge, James Joyce,
Augusta cregoiy and Sean O'Casey---rre-
ated ve$ions ofa cultural nationalism ihat
paved the way for political independence
ftom Bdiain. By imaging a heroic rural
Ireland in the west, reviving an older Celtic
tradition, founding a national theater, or
exposing national mythologies, these writ-
eis redefined the history ofa colonized

counfrv end rreated a major fuenfieLh-cen-
tury liielatuie- Vera Krcilkamp.

EN 75r Irish Ascendancy Fiction This
cou*e positions the Angio-Irish Big House
novel, a folm chronicling the decline of
'Ascendancy" culhrre in Iieland, as a cen-
tIal genre in the nation's liteGry tradition.
Examinarion o'hou nineteenlh' and b^en-
tieth-century novelists respond to the social
alld political crises of a gentry culture fac"
ing its own extinction. Vera Kreilkamp.

EN 5rl Contemporary Fictions ofBritain
and Ireland This course offeis a suney of
recent Bitish and Irish fiction in the con"
tert of an emerging post-national cultural
politics, a situation in which England,
Scotland, Wales, Northem lreland and the
Republic ot lreland wil l  face chal lenge. ard
reap rcwards from new social, political and
cultural relationships. The course begins by
questioning definitions of national identity
and by seekjng ro locate where such defini-
tions break down in the contested ternin
represented in the narratives we examine,
James Smith.

HS loo.5o The Study and Writ ing of
History: The creat Famine This course will
focus on *re social, cultural, economic and
political circumstances that in combination
with dre potato blight brought about this
catastrophe. Topics including absentee
landlordism, de-i[dustrialization, agradan
violence, religious divisions, and emigla-
tion will be discussed. While drawing upon
Loth primary and 'econdaD sourre mate.i-
als available to drem at Boston College,
students will be er?ected to research some
aspect of lreland's Great Famine and pie-
sent their findings to the class. Margaiet
Preston.

HS 414 History of Norihern lreland, rgrz
to the Preserlt This course will explore in
detail the origins ofthe political crisis in
Nothem lreland.Particular attention will
be paid to political, economic and social
developments in dre province. The turbu-
lence ofthe last z8 years and the peace
process which has successfully produced
the landmark "Good Friday Agreement"
willbe examined. The cou$e will consider
the challenges that remain for the new
Northem Ireland Assembly and how that
body will function wiLhin Northern Ireland
and work with the British and Irish govem-
ments, Margaret Preston

HS 457 Women and Medicine The purpose
ofthis course is to assess the tole ofwomen
as physicians, nurses and pan-medicals in
Ireland between r88o and r95o. Their

impaci on d1e way health care was pet-
ceived and delivered will be analyzed.
Fufthermore, continental influences (paftic-
ularly in relation to *re elimination of
hrberculosis) will be discussed. Margaret 6
higartaigh.

nS oq4 SF-ni1J-: r i .h His ory \4eo a a' o
Modern Ireland This course wlll explore the
depiction of Ireland in the British,
American and lrish print and electronic
media. The cou$e will explore the 'con-

struction' ofan Irish cultural identity by the
state since r92r and ihe deconsrruccion of
that cuiture by intellectuals in the r98o's
and r99o's- Robert Savage.

HS 24E irelarld through Film and Fiction
This course will examine how filmmakers
and writers of alrama and frction have repre-
sented the political, social and cultural
history oftwentieth century lreland. The
course will also consider how these wiiels
have represented 'the troubles' that have
halrnted Iieland during much ofthe 2oth
century Robed Savage

IR ISI I  DANCING

Mu o7l Begiruer / Mu o7r
Advanced Beginner / MU o72
Advanced World-renowned Irish dance
instuctor/choreographer Michael Smith
will offer Irish dance dasses focusing
on the traditional ceili dances of Ireland.
Michael Smith.

MU o87 Tin Whistle Learn to play the tin
whistle. No prior expedence required.
Learn to rcad and play the airs a4d dance
music of lreland. Ceneration D tt?e tin
$hisdes are avai ldbre for purchase local ly ar
a nominal cost. A small tape recorder is
rcquiied. Jimmy Noonan

MU o78 Traditional ldsh Fiddle Class
A study oftraditional Irish Fiddle music
incorporating styles, technique, bowings,
fingerings, and omarnentation. Classes are
raught ar rwo le\elr,  beginners a1d inlerme-
diate by Seamus Conno\ (one of the
world's leading, Irish traditional musicians
and ro times the Irish National Fiddle
Champion), and by Iaurel Martin, another
well-k1own and respected Irish fiddle
player and teacher

I R I S H  S T U D I E S  i s  p u b l i s h e d
twice yearly in Fal l  and Spring, and
writ ten by Damien Murray and Robert
Savage. For addit ional information
please see our web site www.edu/ir ish



Boston Coliege
Irish Studies
Connolly House
Cheshut Hill, MA o2467-j808

To request more information:
telephone: (617) 552-19j8
facsirnile: (6 \7) 5 t2-37 14

I R I S H  S T U D I E S  I R I S H  F I I M  S E R I E S

Sutday, February 25: Corrlrrry directed by Kevin Liddy. Tells the
story ofthe evolving relationships beiween three men and a female
relative set against Lhe background offierce tensions between the
locals and a group ofTiavellers. Introduced by Kevin Liddy.

Mondat February 26: I'1 llro Mirds, dirccted by Lawrence
Pitleihly. Belfast film-maker liwlence Pitkethly will introduce, and
later discuss, his documentary about the Troubles in Northem
Ireland.

Wednesday February z8t States of Fear. Dtuec]or Mary Raftery
introduces her shocking account ofchild abuse in Irish industrial
schools involving religious orders in the r96os.

Sunday March 4: I Corld Read the Sl""l. DMecIed by Nichola Bruce.
Adapted form the photographic novel by Timodry O'Grady and
Steve Pyke, this is a film about memory music, love, loss, identity
and exile.

Sunday March rr: Sart ckr. Directed by Conor MacPherson. Film
about ihe son offish and chip owners who robs abank Accelerator
Dfuected By Vinny Murphy. An off-beat movie about a car race fiom
Belfast to Dublin. Intoduced by producer Michael Garland.

Monday March 12: Dan Dan, Dad and Me. Di'tected by Lisa
Muicahy. Documentary film about three generations ofan Irish
family and theft relationships with each other ftom the Idsh civil
war up to ihe present day. Introduced by Lisa Mulcahy.

Sunday Maich r8: Bontal Bol. Directed by Peter Sheridan. Film
version ofBrendan Beh:n's account ofhis time in an English prison.

Monday March 19: Ar Ckis Fhada. Dftectedby Soda Nic ciolla
Easbuig. An intriguing docr.rrnentary which takes a look at one ofthe
most famous prisons in Europe. Introduced by Proinsias Ni
chr6inne, commisioning editor ofTG4.

Monday March 26: Aa B6that Fada. Diectedby Barry Dowdall. This
is the story ofthe Irish Nawy and emigrant workels who went to
Britain after the war

I R I S H  S T U D I E S  G R A D U A T E  C O N F E R E N C E

Boston College will host the r3th Annual Irish Studies craduate
Conference this October rz"g, zoor. The conference, tided "Set

Apartl Locating Ireland," will solicit a variety ofpapers in various
fields and consider the ways that lreland is-and is [ot--"set apart"
critically, culturally, economically, and politicalll Detailedabstracts
and/oi pape$ are rcquested by April 15, 2oor, and should be sent to
Connolly House, joo Hammond Street, Chestnut Hill, MA, oz167.
Inquides can be sent to Morgan Hattead ai halsteam@bc.edu.
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