David Hollenbach of the Society of Jesus is a professor of Christian social ethics at Boston College, where he serves as the University Chair in Human Rights and International Justice. His research focuses on civil liberties, the common good, refugee displacement and religion in political life. Prior to teaching at Boston College, Fr. Hollenbach was a professor at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., and the Weston Jesuit School of Theology in Cambridge, Mass. He has been a visiting professor of social ethics at Hekima College, a constituent of the Catholic University of Eastern Africa in Nairobi, Kenya, the Jesuit Philosophy Institute in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, and the East Asian Pastoral Institute in Manila, Philippines.
This spring marks Fr. Hollenbach’s fiftieth year as a Saint Joseph’s University alumnus. He received a Bachelor of Science in physics from Saint Joseph’s University in 1964, a Master of Arts in philosophy from Saint Louis University in 1968, a Master of Divinity from Woodstock College in 1971 and a Doctor of Philosophy in religious ethics from Yale University in 1975.

Fr. Hollenbach was asked to assist the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops with drafting their pastoral letter, Economic Justice for All: Catholic Social Teaching and the U.S. Economy in 1986. After the letter’s publication, he began researching how to revitalize the idea of the common good, the central theme of the pastoral letter, to make it more understandable for contemporary social divisions. He studied moral philosophy and theological ethics to develop ideas on how believers and secular individuals can find new forms of solidarity. His book, The Common Good and Christian Ethics, is a compilation of his research, emphasizing his vision for bringing about a shared national and global vision of the concept of the common good. He is the noted author of various other books, chapters and articles.  
In addition to teaching, Fr. Hollenbach serves as a consultant to the Jesuit Refugee Service for their advocacy work for human rights of displaced persons. He served as President of the Society of Christian Ethics from 1995 to 1996 and is a current member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Religious Ethics. In 1998, he received the John Courtney Murray Award for outstanding contributions to theology from the Catholic Theological Society of America and the Marianist Award from the University of Dayton for Catholic contributions to intellectual life in 2009.  
It is with great esteem that Saint Joseph’s University awards this remarkable visionary, educator and alumnus with the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters.
