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James F. Keenan, S.J., is Founders Professor 
of Theology at Boston College, where he 
directs the Presidential Scholars Program. An 
internationally renowned theological ethicist, 
he is the author or editor of more than 15 
books on Catholic moral theology.
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this event is free and open to the public. 
it is sponsored by the boisi center for religion and american public life at boston college.   

for more information, call 617–552–1860, or visit www.bc.edu/boisi.

James F. Keenan, S.J. 
The University in the 21st Century:
Thinking about Ethics, Persons, and Discourse

Why is it that, unlike members of 
most other professions, few university 
professors and ministers are trained 
in ethics? Fr. Keenan argues that this 
curious fact points to a larger problem: 
a view of universities as anonymous 
places to exchange ideas rather than 
communities of persons in discourse.
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