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Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Commonwealth Club Address 
delivered 23 Sept 1932, San Francisco, CA  

 
I count it a privilege to be invited to address the Commonwealth Club. It has stood in the 
life of this city and state, and it is perhaps accurate to add, the nation, as a group of citizen 
leaders interested in fundamental problems of government, and chiefly concerned with 
achievement of progress in government through non-partisan means. The privilege of 
addressing you, therefore, in the heat of a political campaign, is great. I want to respond to 
your courtesy in terms consistent with your policy. 

I want to speak not of politics but of government. I want to speak not of parties, but of 
universal principles. They are not political, except in that larger sense in which a great 
American once expressed a definition of politics, that nothing in all of human life is foreign 
to the science of politics... 

The issue of government has always been whether individual men and women will have to 
serve some system of government of economics, or whether a system of government and 
economics exists to serve individual men and women. This question has persistently 
dominated the discussion of government for many generations. On questions relating to 
these things men have differed, and for time immemorial it is probable that honest men will 
continue to differ. 

The final word belongs to no man; yet we can still believe in change and in progress. 
Democracy, as a dear old friend of mine in Indian, Meredith Nicholson, has called it, is a 
quest, a never-ending seeking for better things, and in the seeking for these things and the 
striving for better things, and in the seeking for these things and the striving for them, 
there are many roads to follow. But, if we map the course of these roads, we find that there 
are only two general directions. 

When we look about us, we are likely to forget how hard people have worked to win the 
privilege of government. The growth of the national governments of Europe was a struggle 
for the development of a centralized force in the nation, strong enough to impose peace 
upon ruling barons. In many instances the victory of the central government, the creation of 
a strong central government, was a haven of refuge to the individual. The people preferred 
the master far away to the exploitation and cruelty of the smaller master near at hand. 

But the creators of national government were perforce ruthless men. They were often cruel 
in their methods, but they did strive steadily toward something that society needed and 
very much wanted, a strong central state, able to keep the peace, to stamp out civil war, to 
put the unruly nobleman in his place, and to permit the bulk of individuals to live safely. The 
man of ruthless force had his place in developing a pioneer country, just as he did in fixing 
the power of the central government in the development of nations. Society paid him well 
for his services and its development. When the development among the nations of Europe, 
however, has been completed, ambition, and ruthlessness, having served its term tended to 
overstep its mark. 

There came a growing feeling that government was conducted for the benefit of a few who 
thrived unduly at the expense of all. The people sought a balancing- a limiting force. There 
came gradually, through town councils, trade guilds, national parliaments, by constitution 
and by popular participation and control, limitations on arbitrary power. 
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Another factor that tended to limit the power of those who ruled, was the rise of the ethical 
conception that a ruler bore a responsibility for the welfare of his subjects. 

The American colonies were born in this struggle. The American Revolution was a turning 
point in it. After the revolution the struggle continued and shaped itself in the public life of 
the country. There were those who because they had seen the confusion which attended the 
years of war for American independence surrendered to the belief that popular government 
was essentially dangerous and essentially unworkable. They were honest people, my 
friends, and we cannot deny that their experience had warranted some measure of fear. The 
most brilliant, honest and able exponent of this point of view was Hamilton. He was too 
impatient of slow moving methods. Fundamentally he believed that the safety of the 
republic lay in the autocratic strength of its government, that the destiny of individuals was 
to serve that government, and that fundamentally a great and strong group of central 
institutions, guided by a small group of able and public spirited citizens could best direct all 
government. 

But Mr. Jefferson, in the summer of 1776, after drafting the Declaration of Independence 
turned his mind to the same problem and took a different view. He did not deceive himself 
with outward forms. Government to him was a means to an end, not an end in itself; it 
might be either a refuge and a help or a threat and a danger, depending on the 
circumstances. We find him carefully analyzing the society for which he was to organize a 
government. “We have no paupers. The great mass of our population is of laborers, our rich 
who cannot live without labor, either manual or professional, being few and of moderate 
wealth. Most of the laboring class possess property, cultivate their own lands, have families 
and from the demand for their labor, are enabled to exact from the rich and the competent 
such prices as enable them to feed abundantly, clothe above mere decency, to labor 
moderately and raise their families.” 

These people, he considered, had two sets of rights, those of “personal competency” and 
those involved in acquiring and possessing property. By “personal competency” he meant 
the right of free thinking, freedom of forming and expressing opinions, and freedom of 
personal living each man according to his own lights. To insure the first set of rights, a 
government must so order its functions as not to interfere with the individual. But even 
Jefferson realized that the exercise of the property rights might so interfere with the rights 
of the individual that the government, without whose assistance the property rights could 
not exist, must intervene, not to destroy individualism but to protect it. 

You are familiar with the great political duel which followed, and how Hamilton, and his 
friends, building towards a dominant centralized power were at length defeated in the great 
election of 1800, by Mr. Jefferson’s party. Out of that duel came the two parties, Republican 
and Democratic, as we know them today. 

So began, in American political life, the new day, the day of the individual against the 
system, the day in which individualism was made the great watchword of American life. The 
happiest of economic conditions made that day long and splendid. On the Western frontier, 
land was substantially free. No one, who did not shirk the task of earning a living, was 
entirely without opportunity to do so. Depressions could, and did, come and go; but they 
could not alter the fundamental fact that most of the people lived partly by selling their 
labor and partly by extracting their livelihood from the soil, so that starvation and 
dislocation were practically impossible. At the very worst there was always the possibility of 
climbing into a covered wagon and moving west where the untilled prairies afforded a haven 
for men to whom the East did not provide a place. So great were our natural resources that 

2 of 30



3 
 

we could offer this relief not only to our own people, but to the distressed of all the world; 
we could invite immigration from Europe, and welcome it with open arms. Traditionally, 
when a depression came, a new section of land was opened in the West; and even our 
temporary misfortune served our manifest destiny. 

It was the middle of the 19th century that a new force was released and a new dream 
created. The force was what is called the industrial revolution, the advance of steam and 
machinery and the rise of the forerunners of the modern industrial plant. The dream was 
the dream of an economic machine, able to raise the standard of living for everyone; to 
bring luxury within the reach of the humblest; to annihilate distance by steam power and 
later by electricity, and to release everyone from the drudgery of the heaviest manual toil. 
It was to be expected that this would necessarily affect government. Heretofore, 
government had merely been called upon to produce conditions within which people could 
live happily, labor peacefully, and rest secure. Now it was called upon to aid in the 
consummation of this new dream. There was, however, a shadow over the dream. To be 
made real, it required use of the talents of men of tremendous will, and tremendous 
ambition, since by no other force could the problems of financing and engineering and new 
developments be brought to a consummation. 

So manifest were the advantages of the machine age, however, that the United States 
fearlessly, cheerfully, and, I think, rightly, accepted the bitter with the sweet. It was 
thought that no price was too high to pay for the advantages which we could draw from a 
finished industrial system. The history of the last half century is accordingly in large 
measure a history of a group of financial Titans, whose methods were not scrutinized with 
too much care, and who were honored in proportion as they produced the results, 
irrespective of the means they used. The financiers who pushed the railroads to the Pacific 
were always ruthless, we have them today. It has been estimated that the American 
investor paid for the American railway system more than three times over in the process; 
but despite that fact the net advantage was to the United States. As long as we had free 
land; as long as population was growing by leaps and bounds; as long as our industrial 
plants were insufficient to supply our needs, society chose to give the ambitious man free 
play and unlimited reward provided only that he produced the economic plant so much 
desired. 

During this period of expansion, there was equal opportunity for all and the business of 
government was not to interfere but to assist in the development of industry. This was done 
at the request of businessmen themselves. The tariff was originally imposed for the purpose 
of “fostering our infant industry”, a phrase I think the older among you will remember as a 
political issue not so long ago. The railroads were subsidized, sometimes by grants of 
money, oftener by grants of land; some of the most valuable oil lands in the United States 
were granted to assist the financing of the railroad which pushed through the Southwest. A 
nascent merchant marine was assisted by grants of money, or by mail subsidies, so that our 
steam shipping might ply the seven seas. Some of my friends tell me that they do not want 
the Government in business. With this I agree; but I wonder whether they realize the 
implications of the past. For while it has been American doctrine that the government must 
not go into business in competition with private enterprises, still it has been traditional 
particularly in Republican administrations for business urgently to ask the government to 
put at private disposal all kinds of government assistance.  

The same man who tells you that he does not want to see the government interfere in 
business-and he means it, and has plenty of good reasons for saying so-is the first to go to 
Washington and ask the government for a prohibitory tariff on his product. When things get 

3 of 30



4 
 

just bad enough-as they did two years ago-he will go with equal speed to the United States 
government and ask for a loan; and the Reconstruction Finance Corporation is the outcome 
of it. Each group has sought protection from the government for its own special interest, 
without realizing that the function of government must be to favor no small group at the 
expense of its duty to protect the rights of personal freedom and of private property of all 
its citizens. 

In retrospect we can now see that the turn of the tide came with the turn of the century. 
We were reaching our last frontier; there was no more free land and our industrial 
combinations had become great uncontrolled and irresponsible units of power within the 
state. Clear-sighted men saw with fear the danger that opportunity would no longer be 
equal; that the growing corporation, like the feudal baron of old, might threaten the 
economic freedom of individuals to earn a living. In that hour, our antitrust laws were born. 
The cry was raised against the great corporations. Theodore Roosevelt, the first great 
Republican progressive, fought a Presidential campaign on the issue of “trust busting” and 
talked freely about malefactors of great wealth. If the government had a policy it was rather 
to turn the clock back, to destroy the large combinations and to return to the time when 
every man owned his individual small business. 

This was impossible; Theodore Roosevelt, abandoning the idea of “trust busting“, was 
forced to work out a difference between “good” trusts and “bad” trusts. The Supreme Court 
set forth the famous “rule of reason” by which it seems to have meant that a concentration 
of industrial power was permissible if the method by which it got its power, and the use it 
made of that power, was reasonable. 

Woodrow Wilson, elected in 1912, saw the situation more clearly. Where Jefferson had 
feared the encroachment of political power on the lives of individuals, Wilson knew that the 
new power was financial. He saw, in the highly centralized economic system, the depot of 
the twentieth century, on whom great masses of individuals relied for their safety and their 
livelihood, and whose irresponsibility and greed ( if it were not controlled) would reduce 
them to starvation and penury. The concentration of financial power had not proceeded so 
far in 1912 as it has today; but it had grown far enough for Mr. Wilson to realize fully its 
implications. It is interesting, now, to read his speeches.  

What is called “radical” today (and I have reason to know whereof I speak) is mild 
compared to the campaign of Mr. Wilson. “No man can deny,” he said, “that the lines of 
endeavor have more and more narrowed and stiffened; no man who knows anything about 
the development of industry in this country can have failed to observe that the larger kinds 
of credit are more and more difficult to obtain unless you obtain them upon terms of uniting 
your efforts with those who already control the industry of the country, and nobody can fail 
to observe that every man who tries to set himself up in competition with any process of 
manufacture which has taken place under the control of large combinations of capital will 
presently find himself either squeezed out or obliged to sell and allow himself to be 
absorbed.”  

Had there been no World War -- had Mr. Wilson been able to devote eight years to domestic 
instead of to international affairs- we might have had a wholly different situation at the 
present time. However, the then distant roar of European cannon, growing ever louder, 
forced him to abandon the study of this issue. The problem he saw so clearly is left with us 
as a legacy; and no one of us on either side of the political controversy can deny that it is a 
matter of grave concern to the government. 
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A glance at the situation today only too clearly indicates that equality of opportunity as we 
have know it no longer exists. Our industrial plant is built; the problem just now is whether 
under existing conditions it is not overbuilt. Our last frontier has long since been reached, 
and there is practically no more free land. More than half of our people do not live on the 
farms or on lands and cannot derive a living by cultivating their own property. There is no 
safety valve in the form of a Western prairie to which those thrown out of work by the 
Eastern economic machines can go for a new start. We are not able to invite the 
immigration from Europe to share our endless plenty. We are now providing a drab living for 
our own people. 

Our system of constantly rising tariffs has at last reacted against us to the point of closing 
our Canadian frontier on the north, our European markets on the east, many of our Latin 
American markets to the south, and a goodly proportion of our Pacific markets on the west, 
through the retaliatory tariffs of those countries. It has forced many of our great industrial 
institutions who exported their surplus production to such countries, to establish plants in 
such countries within the tariff walls. This has resulted in the reduction of the operation of 
their American plants, and opportunity for employment. 

Just as freedom to farm has ceased, so also the opportunity in business has narrowed. It 
still is true that men can start small enterprises, trusting to native shrewdness and ability to 
keep abreast of competitors; but area after area has been preempted altogether by the 
great corporations, and even in the fields which still have no great concerns, the small man 
starts with a handicap. The unfeeling statistics of the past three decades show that the 
independent business man is running a losing race. Perhaps he is forced to the wall; 
perhaps he cannot command credit; perhaps he is “squeezed out,” in Mr. Wilson’s words, by 
highly organized corporate competitors, as your corner grocery man can tell you.  

Recently a careful study was made of the concentration of business in the United States. It 
showed that our economic life was dominated by some six hundred odd corporations who 
controlled two-thirds of American industry. Ten million small business men divided the other 
third. More striking still, it appeared that if the process of concentration goes on at the same 
rate, at the end of another century we shall have all American industry controlled by a 
dozen corporations, and run by perhaps a hundred men. Put plainly, we are steering a 
steady course toward economic oligarchy, if we are not there already. 

Clearly, all this calls for a re-appraisal of values. A mere builder of more industrial plants, a 
creator of more railroad systems, and organizer of more corporations, is as likely to be a 
danger as a help. The day of the great promoter or the financial Titan, to whom we granted 
anything if only he would build, or develop, is over. Our task now is not discovery or 
exploitation of natural resources, or necessarily producing more goods. It is the soberer, 
less dramatic business of administering resources and plants already in hand, of seeking to 
reestablish foreign markets for our surplus production, of meeting the problem of under 
consumption, of adjusting production to consumption, of distributing wealth and products 
more equitably, of adapting existing economic organizations to the service of the people. 
The day of enlightened administration has come. 

Just as in older times the central government was first a haven of refuge, and then a threat, 
so now in a closer economic system the central and ambitious financial unit is no longer a 
servant of national desire, but a danger. I would draw the parallel one step farther. We did 
not think because national government had become a threat in the 18th century that 
therefore we should abandon the principle of national government. Nor today should we 
abandon the principle of strong economic units called corporations, merely because their 
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power is susceptible of easy abuse. In other times we dealt with the problem of an unduly 
ambitious central government by modifying it gradually into a constitutional democratic 
government. So today we are modifying and controlling our economic units. 

As I see it, the task of government in its relation to business is to assist the development of 
an economic declaration of rights, an economic constitutional order. This is the common 
task of statesman and business man. It is the minimum requirement of a more permanently 
safe order of things. 

Every man has a right to life; and this means that he has also a right to make a comfortable 
living. He may by sloth or crime decline to exercise that right; but it may not be denied him. 
We have no actual famine or death; our industrial and agricultural mechanism can produce 
enough and to spare. Our government formal and informal., political and economic, owes to 
every one an avenue to possess himself of a portion of that plenty sufficient for his needs, 
through his own work. 

Every man has a right to his own property; which means a right to be assured, to the fullest 
extent attainable, in the safety of his savings. By no other means can men carry the 
burdens of those parts of life which, in the nature of things afford no chance of labor; 
childhood, sickness, old age. In all thought of property, this right is paramount; all other 
property rights must yield to it. If, in accord with this principle, we must restrict the 
operations of the speculator, the manipulator, even the financier, I believe we must accept 
the restriction as needful, not to hamper individualism but to protect it.  

These two requirements must be satisfied, in the main, by the individuals who claim and 
hold control of the great industrial and financial combinations which dominate so large a 
pert of our industrial life. They have undertaken to be, not business men, but princes-
princes of property. I am not prepared to say that the system which produces them is 
wrong. I am very clear that they must fearlessly and competently assume the responsibility 
which goes with the power. So many enlightened business men know this that the 
statement would be little more that a platitude, were it not for an added implication. 

This implication is, briefly, that the responsible heads of finance and industry instead of 
acting each for himself, must work together to achieve the common end. They must, where 
necessary, sacrifice this or that private advantage; and in reciprocal self-denial must seek a 
general advantage. It is here that formal government-political government, if you choose, 
comes in. Whenever in the pursuit of this objective the lone wolf, the unethical competitor, 
the reckless promoter, the Ishmael or Insull whose hand is against every man’s, declines to 
join in achieving and end recognized as being for the public welfare, and threatens to drag 
the industry back to a state of anarchy, the government may properly be asked to apply 
restraint. Likewise, should the group ever use its collective power contrary to public welfare, 
the government must be swift to enter and protect the public interest.  

The government should assume the function of economic regulation only as a last resort, to 
be tried only when private initiative, inspired by high responsibility, with such assistance 
and balance as government can give, has finally failed. As yet there has been no final 
failure, because there has been no attempt, and I decline to assume that this nation is 
unable to meet the situation. 

The final term of the high contract was for liberty and the pursuit of happiness. We have 
learnt a great deal of both in the past century. We know that individual liberty and 
individual happiness mean nothing unless both are ordered in the sense that one man’s 
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meat is not another man’s poison. We know that the old “rights of personal competency”-
the right to read, to think, to speak to choose and live a mode of life, must be respected at 
all hazards. We know that liberty to do anything which deprives others of those elemental 
rights is outside the protection of any compact; and that government in this regard is the 
maintenance of a balance, within which every individual may have a place if he will take it; 
in which every individual may find safety if he wishes it; in which every individual may 
attain such power as his ability permits, consistent with his assuming the accompanying 
responsibility... 

Faith in America, faith in our tradition of personal responsibility, faith in our institutions, 
faith in ourselves demands that we recognize the new terms of the old social contract. We 
shall fulfill them, as we fulfilled the obligation of the apparent Utopia which Jefferson 
imagined for us in 1776, and which Jefferson, Roosevelt and Wilson sought to bring to 
realization. We must do so, lest a rising tide of misery engendered by our common failure, 
engulf us all. But failure is not an American habit; and in the strength of great hope we 
must all shoulder our common load. 
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Franklin D. Roosevelt 

“Four Freedoms” 
Address to Congress 

January 6, 1941 
 
In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world founded upon four 
essential human freedoms. 

The first is freedom of speech and expression -- everywhere in the world. 

The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way -- everywhere in the 
world. 

The third is freedom from want -- which, translated into world terms, means economic 
understandings which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants -- 
everywhere in the world. 

The fourth is freedom from fear -- which, translated into world terms, means a world-wide 
reduction of armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will be in a 
position to commit an act of physical aggression against any neighbor-- anywhere in the world. 

That is no vision of a distant millennium. It is a definite basis for a kind of world attainable in 
our own time and generation. That kind of world is the very antithesis of the so-called new order 
of tyranny which the dictators seek to create with the crash of a bomb. 

To that new order we oppose the greater conception -- the moral order. A good society is able to 
face schemes of world domination and foreign revolutions alike without fear. 

Since the beginning of our American history, we have been engaged in change -- in a perpetual 
peaceful revolution -- a revolution which goes on steadily, quietly adjusting itself to changing 
conditions -- without the concentration camp or the quick-lime in the ditch. The world order 
which we seek is the cooperation of free countries, working together in a friendly, civilized 
society.  

This nation has placed its destiny in the hands and heads and hearts of its millions of free men 
and women; and its faith in freedom under the guidance of God. Freedom means the supremacy 
of human rights everywhere. Our support goes to those who struggle to gain those rights or keep 
them. Our strength is our unity of purpose. 

To that high concept there can be no end save victory. 

[From Congressional Record, 1941, Vol. 87, Pt. I. ] 
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Lyndon Baines Johnson 
The Great Society 

Delivered 22 May 1964, Ann Arbor, MI 

 
President Hatcher, Governor Romney, Senators McNamara and Hart, Congressmen Meader 
and Staebler, and other members of the fine Michigan delegation, members of the 
graduating class, my fellow Americans: 

It is a great pleasure to be here today. This university has been coeducational since 1870, 
but I do not believe it was on the basis of your accomplishments that a Detroit high school 
girl said (and I quote), "In choosing a college, you first have to decide whether you want a 
coeducational school or an educational school." Well, we can find both here at Michigan, 
although perhaps at different hours. I came out here today very anxious to meet the 
Michigan student whose father told a friend of mine that his son's education had been a real 
value. It stopped his mother from bragging about him. 

I have come today from the turmoil of your capital to the tranquility of your campus to 
speak about the future of your country. The purpose of protecting the life of our Nation and 
preserving the liberty of our citizens is to pursue the happiness of our people. Our success 
in that pursuit is the test of our success as a Nation. 

For a century we labored to settle and to subdue a continent. For half a century we called 
upon unbounded invention and untiring industry to create an order of plenty for all of our 
people. The challenge of the next half century is whether we have the wisdom to use that 
wealth to enrich and elevate our national life, and to advance the quality of our American 
civilization. 

Your imagination and your initiative and your indignation will determine whether we build a 
society where progress is the servant of our needs, or a society where old values and new 
visions are buried under unbridled growth. For in your time we have the opportunity to 
move not only toward the rich society and the powerful society, but upward to the Great 
Society. 

The Great Society rests on abundance and liberty for all. It demands an end to poverty and 
racial injustice, to which we are totally committed in our time. But that is just the beginning. 

The Great Society is a place where every child can find knowledge to enrich his mind and to 
enlarge his talents. It is a place where leisure is a welcome chance to build and reflect, not 
a feared cause of boredom and restlessness. It is a place where the city of man serves not 
only the needs of the body and the demands of commerce but the desire for beauty and the 
hunger for community. It is a place where man can renew contact with nature. It is a place 
which honors creation for its own sake and for what is adds to the understanding of the 
race. It is a place where men are more concerned with the quality of their goals than the 
quantity of their goods. 

But most of all, the Great Society is not a safe harbor, a resting place, a final objective, a 
finished work. It is a challenge constantly renewed, beckoning us toward a destiny where 
the meaning of our lives matches the marvelous products of our labor. 

So I want to talk to you today about three places where we begin to build the Great Society 
-- in our cities, in our countryside, and in our classrooms. 
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Many of you will live to see the day, perhaps 50 years from now, when there will be 400 
million Americans -- four-fifths of them in urban areas. In the remainder of this century 
urban population will double, city land will double, and we will have to build homes and 
highways and facilities equal to all those built since this country was first settled. So in the 
next 40 years we must re-build the entire urban United States. 

Aristotle said: "Men come together in cities in order to live, but they remain together in 
order to live the good life." It is harder and harder to live the good life in American cities 
today. The catalog of ills is long: there is the decay of the centers and the despoiling of the 
suburbs. There is not enough housing for our people or transportation for our traffic. Open 
land is vanishing and old landmarks are violated. Worst of all expansion is eroding these 
precious and time honored values of community with neighbors and communion with 
nature. The loss of these values breeds loneliness and boredom and indifference. 

And our society will never be great until our cities are great. Today the frontier of 
imagination and innovation is inside those cities and not beyond their borders. New 
experiments are already going on. It will be the task of your generation to make the 
American city a place where future generations will come, not only to live, but to live the 
good life. And I understand that if I stayed here tonight I would see that Michigan students 
are really doing their best to live the good life. 

This is the place where the Peace Corps was started. 

It is inspiring to see how all of you, while you are in this country, are trying so hard to live 
at the level of the people. 

A second place where we begin to build the Great Society is in our countryside. We have 
always prided ourselves on being not only America the strong and America the free, but 
America the beautiful. Today that beauty is in danger. The water we drink, the food we eat, 
the very air that we breathe, are threatened with pollution. Our parks are overcrowded, our 
seashores overburdened. Green fields and dense forests are disappearing. 

A few years ago we were greatly concerned about the "Ugly American." Today we must act 
to prevent an ugly America. 

For once the battle is lost, once our natural splendor is destroyed, it can never be 
recaptured. And once man can no longer walk with beauty or wonder at nature his spirit will 
wither and his sustenance be wasted. 

A third place to build the Great Society is in the classrooms of America. There your 
children's lives will be shaped. Our society will not be great until every young mind is set 
free to scan the farthest reaches of thought and imagination. We are still far from that goal. 
Today, 8 million adult Americans, more than the entire population of Michigan, have not 
finished 5 years of school. Nearly 20 million have not finished 8 years of school. Nearly 54 
million -- more than one quarter of all America -- have not even finished high school. 

Each year more than 100,000 high school graduates, with proved ability, do not enter 
college because they cannot afford it. And if we cannot educate today's youth, what will we 
do in 1970 when elementary school enrollment will be 5 million greater than 1960? And 
high school enrollment will rise by 5 million. And college enrollment will increase by more 
than 3 million. 
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In many places, classrooms are overcrowded and curricula are outdated. Most of our 
qualified teachers are underpaid and many of our paid teachers are unqualified. So we must 
give every child a place to sit and a teacher to learn from. Poverty must not be a bar to 
learning, and learning must offer an escape from poverty. 

But more classrooms and more teachers are not enough. We must seek an educational 
system which grows in excellence as it grows in size. This means better training for our 
teachers. It means preparing youth to enjoy their hours of leisure as well as their hours of 
labor. It means exploring new techniques of teaching, to find new ways to stimulate the 
love of learning and the capacity for creation. 

These are three of the central issues of the Great Society. While our Government has many 
programs directed at those issues, I do not pretend that we have the full answer to those 
problems. But I do promise this: We are going to assemble the best thought and the 
broadest knowledge from all over the world to find those answers for America. 

I intend to establish working groups to prepare a series of White House conferences and 
meetings -- on the cities, on natural beauty, on the quality of education, and on other 
emerging challenges. And from these meetings and from this inspiration and from these 
studies we will begin to set our course toward the Great Society. 

The solution to these problems does not rest on a massive program in Washington, nor can 
it rely solely on the strained resources of local authority. They require us to create new 
concepts of cooperation, a creative federalism, between the National Capital and the leaders 
of local communities. 

Woodrow Wilson once wrote: "Every man sent out from his university should be a man of 
his Nation as well as a man of his time." 

Within your lifetime powerful forces, already loosed, will take us toward a way of life beyond 
the realm of our experience, almost beyond the bounds of our imagination. 

For better or for worse, your generation has been appointed by history to deal with those 
problems and to lead America toward a new age. You have the chance never before 
afforded to any people in any age. You can help build a society where the demands of 
morality, and the needs of the spirit, can be realized in the life of the Nation. 

So, will you join in the battle to give every citizen the full equality which God enjoins and 
the law requires, whatever his belief, or race, or the color of his skin? 

Will you join in the battle to give every citizen an escape from the crushing weight of 
poverty? 

Will you join in the battle to make it possible for all nations to live in enduring peace -- as 
neighbors and not as mortal enemies? 

Will you join in the battle to build the Great Society, to prove that our material progress is 
only the foundation on which we will build a richer life of mind and spirit? 
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There are those timid souls that say this battle cannot be won; that we are condemned to a 
soulless wealth. I do not agree. We have the power to shape the civilization that we want. 
But we need your will and your labor and your hearts, if we are to build that kind of society. 

Those who came to this land sought to build more than just a new country. They sought a 
new world. So I have come here today to your campus to say that you can make their 
vision our reality. So let us from this moment begin our work so that in the future men will 
look back and say: It was then, after a long and weary way, that man turned the exploits of 
his genius to the full enrichment of his life. 

Thank you. Good-bye. 
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Barry Goldwater 
Speech Accepting the Republican Presidential Nomination 

Delivered 16 July 1964, San Francisco  
 

My good friend and great Republican, Dick Nixon, and your charming wife, Pat; my running mate, that 
wonderful Republican who has served us so well for so long, Bill Miller and his wife, Stephanie; to 
Thurston Morton who's done such a commendable job in chairmaning this Convention; to Mr. Herbert 
Hoover, who I hope is watching; and to that -- that great American and his wife, General and Mrs. 
Eisenhower; to my own wife, my family, and to all of my fellow Republicans here assembled, and 
Americans across this great Nation. 

From this moment, united and determined, we will go forward together, dedicated to the ultimate and 
undeniable greatness of the whole man. Together -- Together we will win. 

I accept your nomination with a deep sense of humility. I accept, too, the responsibility that goes with it, 
and I seek your continued help and your continued guidance. My fellow Republicans, our cause is too 
great for any man to feel worthy of it. Our task would be too great for any man, did he not have with him 
the hearts and the hands of this great Republican Party, and I promise you tonight that every fiber of my 
being is consecrated to our cause; that nothing shall be lacking from the struggle that can be brought to it 
by enthusiasm, by devotion, and plain hard work. 

In this world no person, no Party can guarantee anything, but what we can do and what we shall do is to 
deserve victory, and victory will be ours. 

The good Lord raised this mighty Republic to be a home for the brave and to flourish as the land of the 
free -- not to stagnate in the swampland of collectivism, not to cringe before the bullying of communism. 

Now, my fellow Americans, the tide has been running against freedom. Our people have followed false 
prophets. We must, and we shall, return to proven ways -- not because they are old, but because they are 
true. We must, and we shall, set the tides running again in the cause of freedom. And this party, with its 
every action, every word, every breath, and every heartbeat, has but a single resolve, and that is freedom -
- freedom made orderly for this Nation by our constitutional government; freedom under a government 
limited by the laws of nature and of nature's God; freedom balanced so that order lacking liberty [sic] will 
not become the slavery of the prison shell [cell]; balanced so that liberty lacking order will not become 
the license of the mob and of the jungle. 

Now, we Americans understand freedom. We have earned it; we have lived for it, and we have died for it. 
This Nation and its people are freedom's model in a searching world. We can be freedom's missionaries in 
a doubting world. But, ladies and gentlemen, first we must renew freedom's mission in our own hearts 
and in our own homes. 

During four futile years, the administration which we shall replace has -- has distorted and lost that vision. 
It has talked and talked and talked and talked the words of freedom, but it has failed and failed and failed 
in the works of freedom. 

Now, failures cement the wall of shame in Berlin. Failures blot the sands of shame at the Bay of Pigs. 
Failures mark the slow death of freedom in Laos. Failures infest the jungles of Vietnam. And failures 
haunt the houses of our once great alliances and undermine the greatest bulwark ever erected by free 
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nations -- the NATO community. Failures proclaim lost leadership, obscure purpose, weakening will, and 
the risk of inciting our sworn enemies to new aggressions and to new excesses.  

And because of this administration we are tonight a world divided; we are a Nation becalmed. We have 
lost the brisk pace of diversity and the genius of individual creativity. We are plodding along at a pace set 
by centralized planning, red tape, rules without responsibility, and regimentation without recourse. 

Rather than useful jobs in our country, our people have been offered bureaucratic "make work"; rather 
than moral leadership, they have been given bread and circuses. They have been given spectacles, and, 
yes, they've even been given scandals.  

Tonight, there is violence in our streets, corruption in our highest offices, aimlessness amongst our youth, 
anxiety among our elders, and there's a virtual despair among the many who look beyond material success 
for the inner meaning of their lives. And where examples of morality should be set, the opposite is seen. 
Small men, seeking great wealth or power, have too often and too long turned even the highest levels of 
public service into mere personal opportunity. 

Now, certainly, simple honesty is not too much to demand of men in government. We find it in most. 
Republicans demand it from everyone. They demand it from everyone no matter how exalted or protected 
his position might be. Now the -- the growing menace in our country tonight, to personal safety, to life, to 
limb and property, in homes, in churches, on the playgrounds, and places of business, particularly in our 
great cities, is the mounting concern, or should be, of every thoughtful citizen in the United States. 

Security from domestic violence, no less than from foreign aggression, is the most elementary and 
fundamental purpose of any government, and a government that cannot fulfill this purpose is one that 
cannot long command the loyalty of its citizens. 

History shows us -- it demonstrates that nothing, nothing prepares the way for tyranny more than the 
failure of public officials to keep the streets safe from bullies and marauders. 

Now, we Republicans see all this as more, much more, than the result of mere political differences or 
mere political mistakes. We see this as the result of a fundamentally and absolutely wrong view of man, 
his nature, and his destiny. Those who seek to live your lives for you, to take your liberties in return for 
relieving you of yours, those who elevate the state and downgrade the citizen must see ultimately a world 
in which earthly power can be substituted for Divine Will, and this Nation was founded upon the rejection 
of that notion and upon the acceptance of God as the author of freedom. 

Now those who seek absolute power, even though they seek it to do what they regard as good, are simply 
demanding the right to enforce their own version of heaven on earth. They -- and let me remind you, they 
are the very ones who always create the most hellish tyrannies. Absolute power does corrupt, and those 
who seek it must be suspect and must be opposed. Their mistaken course stems from false notions, ladies 
and gentlemen, of equality. Equality, rightly understood, as our founding fathers understood it, leads to 
liberty and to the emancipation of creative differences. Wrongly understood, as it has been so tragically in 
our time, it leads first to conformity and then to despotism. 

Fellow Republicans, it is the cause of Republicanism to resist concentrations of power, private or public, 
which -- which enforce such conformity and inflict such despotism. It is the cause of Republicanism to 
ensure that power remains in the hands of the people. And, so help us God, that is exactly what a 
Republican President will do with the help of a Republican Congress. 
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It is further the cause of Republicanism to restore a clear understanding of the tyranny of man over man in 
the world at large. It is our cause to dispel the foggy thinking which avoids hard decisions in the delusion 
that a world of conflict will somehow mysteriously resolve itself into a world of harmony, if we just don't 
rock the boat or irritate the forces of aggression -- and this is hogwash. 

It is further the cause of Republicanism to remind ourselves, and the world, that only the strong can 
remain free, that only the strong can keep the peace. 

Now, I needn't remind you, or my fellow Americans regardless of party, that Republicans have 
shouldered this hard responsibility and marched in this cause before. It was Republican leadership under 
Dwight Eisenhower that kept the peace, and passed along to this administration the mightiest arsenal for 
defense the world has ever known. And I needn't remind you that it was the strength and the 
[un]believable will of the Eisenhower years that kept the peace by using our strength, by using it in the 
Formosa Straits and in Lebanon and by showing it courageously at all times. 

It was during those Republican years that the thrust of Communist imperialism was blunted. It was during 
those years of Republican leadership that this world moved closer, not to war, but closer to peace, than at 
any other time in the last three decades. 

And I needn't remind you -- but I will -- that it's been during Democratic years that our strength to deter 
war has stood still, and even gone into a planned decline. It has been during Democratic years that we 
have weakly stumbled into conflict, timidly refusing to draw our own lines against aggression, deceitfully 
refusing to tell even our people of our full participation, and tragically, letting our finest men die on 
battlefields, unmarked by purpose, unmarked by pride or the prospect of victory. 

Yesterday, it was Korea. Tonight, it is Vietnam. Make no bones of this. Don't try to sweep this under the 
rug. We are at war in Vietnam. And yet the President, who is the Commander-in-Chief of our forces, 
refuses to say -- refuses to say, mind you, whether or not the objective over there is victory. And his 
Secretary of Defense continues to mislead and misinform the American people, and enough of it has gone 
by. 

And I needn't remind you -- but I will -- it has been during Democratic years that a billion persons were 
cast into Communist captivity and their fate cynically sealed. 

Today -- Today in our beloved country we have an administration which seems eager to deal with 
communism in every coin known -- from gold to wheat, from consulates to confidences, and even human 
freedom itself. 

Now the Republican cause demands that we brand communism as the principal disturber of peace in the 
world today. Indeed, we should brand it as the only significant disturber of the peace, and we must make 
clear that until its goals of conquest are absolutely renounced and its relations with all nations tempered, 
communism and the governments it now controls are enemies of every man on earth who is or wants to 
be free. 

Now, we here in America can keep the peace only if we remain vigilant and only if we remain strong. 
Only if we keep our eyes open and keep our guard up can we prevent war. And I want to make this 
abundantly clear: I don't intend to let peace or freedom be torn from our grasp because of lack of strength 
or lack of will -- and that I promise you, Americans. 
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I believe that we must look beyond the defense of freedom today to its extension tomorrow. I believe that 
the communism which boasts it will bury us will, instead, give way to the forces of freedom. And I can 
see in the distant and yet recognizable future the outlines of a world worthy of our dedication, our every 
risk, our every effort, our every sacrifice along the way. Yes, a world that will redeem the suffering of 
those who will be liberated from tyranny. I can see -- and I suggest that all thoughtful men must 
contemplate -- the flowering of an Atlantic civilization, the whole of Europe reunified and freed, trading 
openly across its borders, communicating openly across the world.  

Now, this is a goal far, far more meaningful than a moon shot. 

It's a -- It's a truly inspiring goal for all free men to set for themselves during the latter half of the 
twentieth century.  

I can also see -- and all free men must thrill to -- the events of this Atlantic civilization joined by its great 
ocean highway to the United States. What a destiny! What a destiny can be ours to stand as a great central 
pillar linking Europe, the Americas, and the venerable and vital peoples and cultures of the Pacific. I can 
see a day when all the Americas, North and South, will be linked in a mighty system, a system in which 
the errors and misunderstandings of the past will be submerged one by one in a rising tide of prosperity 
and interdependence. We know that the misunderstandings of centuries are not to be wiped away in a day 
or wiped away in an hour. But we pledge,  we pledge that human sympathy -- what our neighbors to the 
South call an attitude of "simpatico" -- no less than enlightened self'-interest will be our guide. 

And I can see this Atlantic civilization galvanizing and guiding emergent nations everywhere. 

Now I know this freedom is not the fruit of every soil. I know that our own freedom was achieved 
through centuries, by unremitting efforts of brave and wise men. And I know that the road to freedom is a 
long and a challenging road. And I know also that some men may walk away from it, that some men resist 
challenge, accepting the false security of governmental paternalism.  

And I -- And I pledge that the America I envision in the years ahead will extend its hand in health, in 
teaching and in cultivation, so that all new nations will be at least encouraged -- encouraged! -- to go our 
way, so that they will not wander down the dark alleys of tyranny or the dead-end streets of collectivism. 

My fellow Republicans, we do no man a service by hiding freedom's light under a bushel of mistaken 
humility.  

I seek an America proud of its past, proud of its ways, proud of its dreams, and determined actively to 
proclaim them. But our example to the world must, like charity, begin at home.  

In our vision of a good and decent future, free and peaceful, there must be room, room for deliberation of 
the energy and the talent of the individual; otherwise our vision is blind at the outset.  

We must assure a society here which, while never abandoning the needy or forsaking the helpless, 
nurtures incentives and opportunities for the creative and the productive. We must know the whole good 
is the product of many single contributions.  

And I cherish a day when our children once again will restore as heroes the sort of men and women who, 
unafraid and undaunted, pursue the truth, strive to cure disease, subdue and make fruitful our natural 
environment and produce the inventive engines of production, science, and technology.  
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This Nation, whose creative people have enhanced this entire span of history, should again thrive upon 
the greatness of all those things which we, we as individual citizens, can and should do. And during 
Republican years, this again will be a nation of men and women, of families proud of their role, jealous of 
their responsibilities, unlimited in their aspirations -- a Nation where all who can will be self-reliant.  

We Republicans see in our constitutional form of government the great framework which assures the 
orderly but dynamic fulfillment of the whole man, and we see the whole man as the great reason for 
instituting orderly government in the first place.  

We see -- We see in private property and in economy based upon and fostering private property, the one 
way to make government a durable ally of the whole man, rather than his determined enemy. We see in 
the sanctity of private property the only durable foundation for constitutional government in a free 
society. And -- And beyond that, we see, in cherished diversity of ways, diversity of thoughts, of motives 
and accomplishments. We don't seek to lead anyone's life for him. We only seek -- only seek to secure his 
rights, guarantee him opportunity -- guarantee him opportunity to strive, with government performing 
only those needed and constitutionally sanctioned tasks which cannot otherwise be performed.  

We Republicans seek a government that attends to its inherent responsibilities of maintaining a stable 
monetary and fiscal climate, encouraging a free and a competitive economy and enforcing law and order. 
Thus, do we seek inventiveness, diversity, and creative difference within a stable order, for we 
Republicans define government's role where needed at many, many levels -- preferably, though, the one 
closest to the people involved.  

Our towns and our cities, then our counties, then our states, then our regional compacts -- and only then, 
the national government. That, let me remind you, is the ladder of liberty, built by decentralized power. 
On it also we must have balance between the branches of government at every level.  

Balance, diversity, creative difference: These are the elements of the Republican equation. Republicans 
agree -- Republicans agree heartily to disagree on many, many of their applications, but we have never 
disagreed on the basic fundamental issues of why you and I are Republicans. 

This is a Party. This Republican Party is a Party for free men, not for blind followers, and not for 
conformists. 

In fact, in 1858 Abraham Lincoln said this of the Republican party -- and I quote him, because he 
probably could have said it during the last week or so: "It was composed of strange, discordant, and even 
hostile elements" -- end of the quote -- in 1858. Yet -- Yet all of these elements agreed on one paramount 
objective: To arrest the progress of slavery, and place it in the course of ultimate extinction. 

Today, as then, but more urgently and more broadly than then, the task of preserving and enlarging 
freedom at home and of safeguarding it from the forces of tyranny abroad is great enough to challenge all 
our resources and to require all our strength. 

Anyone who joins us in all sincerity, we welcome. Those who do not care for our cause, we don't expect 
to enter our ranks in any case. And -- And let our Republicanism, so focused and so dedicated, not be 
made fuzzy and futile by unthinking and stupid labels. 

I would remind you that extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice. 

And let me remind you also that moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue. 
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Why the beauty of the very system we Republicans are pledged to restore and revitalize, the beauty of this 
Federal system of ours is in its reconciliation of diversity with unity. We must not see malice in honest 
differences of opinion, and no matter how great, so long as they are not inconsistent with the pledges we 
have given to each other in and through our Constitution. 

Our Republican cause is not to level out the world or make its people conform in computer regimented 
sameness. Our Republican cause is to free our people and light the way for liberty throughout the world. 

Ours is a very human cause for very humane goals. 

This Party, its good people, and its unquenchable devotion to freedom, will not fulfill the purposes of this 
campaign, which we launch here and now, until our cause has won the day, inspired the world, and shown 
the way to a tomorrow worthy of all our yesteryears. 

I repeat, I accept your nomination with humbleness, with pride, and you and I are going to fight for the 
goodness of our land.  

Thank you. 
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Ronald Reagan 
A Time for Choosing 

 
Delivered 27 October 1964, Los Angeles, CA 

 
 

Thank you and good evening. The sponsor has been identified, but unlike most television 
programs, the performer hasn't been provided with a script. As a matter of fact, I have been 
permitted to choose my own words and discuss my own ideas regarding the choice that we 
face in the next few weeks. 
 
I have spent most of my life as a Democrat. I recently have seen fit to follow another course. 
I believe that the issues confronting us cross party lines. Now, one side in this campaign has 
been telling us that the issues of this election are the maintenance of peace and prosperity. 
The line has been used, "We've never had it so good." 
 
But I have an uncomfortable feeling that this prosperity isn't something on which we can base 
our hopes for the future. No nation in history has ever survived a tax burden that reached a 
third of its national income. Today, 37 cents out of every dollar earned in this country is the 
tax collectors share, and yet our government continues to spend 17 million dollars a day more 
than the government takes in. We haven't balanced our budget 28 out of the last 34 years. 
We've raised our debt limit three times in the last twelve months, and now our national debt 
is one and a half times bigger than all the combined debts of all the nations of the world. We 
have 15 billion dollars in gold in our treasury; we don't own an ounce. Foreign dollar claims 
are 27.3 billion dollars. And we've just had announced that the dollar of 1939 will now 
purchase 45 cents in its total value. 
 
As for the peace that we would preserve, I wonder who among us would like to approach the 
wife or mother whose husband or son has died in South Vietnam and ask them if they think 
this is a peace that should be maintained indefinitely. Do they mean peace, or do they mean 
we just want to be left in peace? There can be no real peace while one American is dying 
some place in the world for the rest of us. 
 
We're at war with the most dangerous enemy that has ever faced mankind in his long climb 
from the swamp to the stars, and it's been said if we lose that war, and in so doing lose this 
way of freedom of ours, history will record with the greatest astonishment that those who had 
the most to lose did the least to prevent its happening. Well I think it's time we ask ourselves 
if we still know the freedoms that were intended for us by the Founding Fathers. 
 
Not too long ago, two friends of mine were talking to a Cuban refugee, a businessman who 
had escaped from Castro, and in the midst of his story one of my friends turned to the other 
and said, "We don't know how lucky we are." And the Cuban stopped and said, "How lucky 
you are? I had someplace to escape to." And in that sentence he told us the entire story. If we 
lose freedom here, there's no place to escape to. This is the last stand on earth. 
 
And this idea that government is beholden to the people, that it has no other source of power 
except the sovereign people, is still the newest and the most unique idea in all the long 
history of man's relation to man. 
 
This is the issue of this election: whether we believe in our capacity for self government or whether 
we abandon the American revolution and confess that a little intellectual elite in a far distant 
capitol can plan our lives for us better than we can plan them ourselves. 
 
You and I are told increasingly we have to choose between a left or right. Well I'd like to 
suggest there is no such thing as a left or right. There's only an up or down: [up] man's old aged 
dream, the ultimate in individual freedom consistent with law and order, or down to the 
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ant heap of totalitarianism. And regardless of their sincerity, their humanitarian motives, 
those who would trade our freedom for security have embarked on this downward course. 
 
In this vote harvesting time, they use terms like the "Great Society," or as we were told a few 
days ago by the President, we must accept a greater government activity in the affairs of the 
people. But they've been a little more explicit in the past and among themselves; and all of 
the things I now will quote have appeared in print. These are not Republican accusations. For 
example, they have voices that say, "The cold war will end through our acceptance of a not 
undemocratic socialism." Another voice says, "The profit motive has become outmoded. It 
must be replaced by the incentives of the welfare state." Or, "Our traditional system of 
individual freedom is incapable of solving the complex problems of the 20th century." Senator 
Fulbright has said at Stanford University that the Constitution is outmoded. He referred to the 
President as "our moral teacher and our leader," and he says he is "hobbled in his task by the 
restrictions of power imposed on him by this antiquated document." He must "be freed," so 
that he "can do for us" what he knows "is best." And Senator Clark of Pennsylvania, another 
articulate spokesman, defines liberalism as "meeting the material needs of the masses 
through the full power of centralized government." 
 
Well, I, for one, resent it when a representative of the people refers to you and me, the free 
men and women of this country, as "the masses." This is a term we haven't applied to 
ourselves in America. But beyond that, "the full power of centralized government" this 
was the very thing the Founding Fathers sought to minimize. 
 
They knew that governments don't control things. A government can't control the economy 
without controlling people. And they know when a government sets out to do that, it must use 
force and coercion to achieve its purpose. They also knew, those Founding Fathers, that 
outside of its legitimate functions, government does nothing as well or as economically as the 
private sector of the economy. 
 
Now, we have no better example of this than government's involvement in the farm economy 
over the last 30 years. Since 1955, the cost of this program has nearly doubled. One fourth 
of farming in America is responsible for 85% of the farm surplus. Three fourths of farming is out 
on the free market and has known a 21% increase in the per capita consumption of all its 
produce. You see, that one fourth of farming that's regulated and controlled by the federal 
government. In the last three years we've spent 43 dollars in the feed grain program for every
dollar bushel of corn we don't grow. 
 
Senator Humphrey last week charged that Barry Goldwater, as President, would seek to 
eliminate farmers. He should do his homework a little better, because he'll find out that we've 
had a decline of 5 million in the farm population under these government programs. He'll also 
find that the Democratic administration has sought to get from Congress [an] extension of the 
farm program to include that three fourths that is now free. He'll find that they've also asked 
for the right to imprison farmers who wouldn't keep books as prescribed by the federal 
government. The Secretary of Agriculture asked for the right to seize farms through 
condemnation and resell them to other individuals. And contained in that same program was a 
provision that would have allowed the federal government to remove 2 million farmers from 
the soil. 
 
At the same time, there's been an increase in the Department of Agriculture employees. 
There's now one for every 30 farms in the United States, and still they can't tell us how 66 
shiploads of grain headed for Austria disappeared without a trace and Billie Sol Estes never 
left shore. 
 
Every responsible farmer and farm organization has repeatedly asked the government to free 
the farm economy, but how are farmers to know what's best for them? The wheat farmers 
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voted against a wheat program. The government passed it anyway. Now the price of bread 
goes up; the price of wheat to the farmer goes down. 
 
Meanwhile, back in the city, under urban renewal the assault on freedom carries on. Private 
property rights [are] so diluted that public interest is almost anything a few government 
planners decide it should be. In a program that takes from the needy and gives to the greedy, 
we see such spectacles as in Cleveland, Ohio, a million and a half dollar building completed 
only three years ago must be destroyed to make way for what government officials call a 
"more compatible use of the land." 
 
The President tells us he's now going to start building public housing units in the thousands, 
where heretofore we've only built them in the hundreds. But FHA [Federal Housing Authority] 
and the Veterans Administration tell us they have 120,000 housing units they've taken back 
through mortgage foreclosure. 
 
For three decades, we've sought to solve the problems of unemployment through government 
planning, and the more the plans fail, the more the planners plan. The latest is the Area 
Redevelopment Agency. 
 
They've just declared Rice County, Kansas, a depressed area. Rice County, Kansas, has two 
hundred oil wells, and the 14,000 people there have over 30 million dollars on deposit in 
personal savings in their banks. And when the government tells you you're depressed, lie 
down and be depressed. 
 
We have so many people who can't see a fat man standing beside a thin one without coming 
to the conclusion the fat man got that way by taking advantage of the thin one. So they're 
going to solve all the problems of human misery through government and government 
planning. Well, now, if government planning and welfare had the answer and they've had almost 
30 years of it shouldn't we expect government to read the score to us once in a 
while? Shouldn't they be telling us about the decline each year in the number of people 
needing help? The reduction in the need for public housing? 
 
But the reverse is true. Each year the need grows greater; the program grows greater. We 
were told four years ago that 17 million people went to bed hungry each night. Well that was 
probably true. They were all on a diet. But now we're told that 9.3 million families in this 
country are poverty stricken on the basis of earning less than 3,000 dollars a year. Welfare 
spending [is] 10 times greater than in the dark depths of the Depression. We're spending 45 
billion dollars on welfare. Now do a little arithmetic, and you'll find that if we divided the 45 
billion dollars up equally among those 9 million poor families, we'd be able to give each family 
4,600 dollars a year. And this added to their present income should eliminate poverty. Direct 
aid to the poor, however, is only running only about 600 dollars per family. It would seem that 
someplace there must be some overhead. 
 
So now we declare "war on poverty," or "You, too, can be a Bobby Baker." Now do they 
honestly expect us to believe that if we add 1 billion dollars to the 45 billion we're spending, 
one more program to the 30 odd we have and remember, this new program doesn't replace any, it 
just duplicates existing programs do they believe that poverty is suddenly going to 
disappear by magic? Well, in all fairness I should explain there is one part of the new program 
that isn't duplicated. This is the youth feature. We're now going to solve the dropout problem, 
juvenile delinquency, by reinstituting something like the old CCC camps [Civilian Conservation 
Corps], and we're going to put our young people in these camps. But again we do some 
arithmetic, and we find that we're going to spend each year just on room and board for each 
young person we help 4,700 dollars a year. We can send them to Harvard for 2,700! Course, 
don't get me wrong. I'm not suggesting Harvard is the answer to juvenile delinquency. 
 
But seriously, what are we doing to those we seek to help? Not too long ago, a judge called 
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me here in Los Angeles. He told me of a young woman who'd come before him for a divorce. 
She had six children, was pregnant with her seventh. Under his questioning, she revealed her 
husband was a laborer earning 250 dollars a month. She wanted a divorce to get an 80 dollar 
raise. She's eligible for 330 dollars a month in the Aid to Dependent Children Program. She 
got the idea from two women in her neighborhood who'd already done that very thing. 
 
Yet anytime you and I question the schemes of the dogooders, we're denounced as being 
against their humanitarian goals. They say we're always "against" things we're never "for" anything. 
Well, the trouble with our liberal friends is not that they're ignorant; it's just that they know so much 
that isn't so. 
 
Now we're for a provision that destitution should not follow unemployment by reason of old 
age, and to that end we've accepted Social Security as a step toward meeting the problem. 
But we're against those entrusted with this program when they practice deception regarding 
its fiscal shortcomings, when they charge that any criticism of the program means that we 
want to end payments to those people who depend on them for a livelihood. They've called it 
"insurance" to us in a hundred million pieces of literature. But then they appeared before the 
Supreme Court and they testified it was a welfare program. They only use the term 
"insurance" to sell it to the people. And they said Social Security dues are a tax for the 
general use of the government, and the government has used that tax. There is no fund, 
because Robert Byers, the actuarial head, appeared before a congressional committee and 
admitted that Social Security as of this moment is 298 billion dollars in the hole. But he said 
there should be no cause for worry because as long as they have the power to tax, they could 
always take away from the people whatever they needed to bail them out of trouble. And 
they're doing just that. 
 
A young man, 21 years of age, working at an average salary his Social Security contribution 
would, in the open market, buy him an insurance policy that would guarantee 220 dollars a 
month at age 65. The government promises 127. He could live it up until he's 31 and then 
take out a policy that would pay more than Social Security. Now are we so lacking in business 
sense that we can't put this program on a sound basis, so that people who do require those 
payments will find they can get them when they're due that the cupboard isn't bare? Barry Goldwater 
thinks we can. 
 
At the same time, can't we introduce voluntary features that would permit a citizen who can 
do better on his own to be excused upon presentation of evidence that he had made provision 
for the nonearning years? Should we not allow a widow with children to work, and not lose 
the benefits supposedly paid for by her deceased husband? Shouldn't you and I be allowed to 
declare who our beneficiaries will be under this program, which we cannot do? I think we're 
for telling our senior citizens that no one in this country should be denied medical care 
because of a lack of funds. 
 
But I think we're against forcing all citizens, regardless of need, into a compulsory 
government program, especially when we have such examples, as was announced last week, 
when France admitted that their Medicare program is now bankrupt. They've come to the end 
of the road. 
 
In addition, was Barry Goldwater so irresponsible when he suggested that our government 
give up its program of deliberate, planned inflation, so that when you do get your Social 
Security pension, a dollar will buy a dollar's worth, and not 45 cents worth? 
 
I think we're for an international organization, where the nations of the world can seek peace. 
 
But I think we're against subordinating American interests to an organization that has become 
so structurally unsound that today you can muster a two thirds vote on the floor of the 
 General Assembly among nations that represent less than 10 percent of the world's 
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population. I think we're against the hypocrisy of assailing our allies because here and there 
they cling to a colony, while we engage in a conspiracy of silence and never open our mouths 
about the millions of people enslaved in the Soviet colonies in the satellite nations. 
I think we're for aiding our allies by sharing of our material blessings with those nations which 
share in our fundamental beliefs, but we're against doling out money government to 
government, creating bureaucracy, if not socialism, all over the world. We set out to help 19 
countries. We're helping 107. We've spent 146 billion dollars. With that money, we bought a 2 
million dollar yacht for Haile Selassie. We bought dress suits for Greek undertakers, extra 
wives for Kenya[n] government officials. We bought a thousand TV sets for a place where 
they have no electricity. In the last six years, 52 nations have bought 7 billion dollars worth of 
our gold, and all 52 are receiving foreign aid from this country. 
 
No government ever voluntarily reduces itself in size. So, governments' programs, once 
launched, never disappear. Actually, a government bureau is the nearest thing to eternal life 
we'll ever see on this earth. 
 
Federal employees number two and a half million; and federal, state, and local, one out of six 
of the nation's work force employed by government. These proliferating bureaus with their 
thousands of regulations have cost us many of our constitutional safeguards. How many of us 
realize that today federal agents can invade a man's property without a warrant? They can 
impose a fine without a formal hearing, let alone a trial by jury? And they can seize and sell 
his property at auction to enforce the payment of that fine. In Chico County, Arkansas, James 
Wier overplanted his rice allotment. The government obtained a 17,000 dollar judgment. And 
a U.S. marshal sold his 960 acre farm at auction. The government said it was necessary as a warning 
to others to make the system work. 
 
Last February 19th at the University of Minnesota, Norman Thomas, six times 
candidate for President on the Socialist Party ticket, said, "If Barry Goldwater became President, he 
would stop the advance of socialism in the United States." I think that's exactly what he will do. 
But as a former Democrat, I can tell you Norman Thomas isn't the only man who has drawn 
this parallel to socialism with the present administration, because back in 1936, Mr. Democrat 
himself, Al Smith, the great American, came before the American people and charged that the 
leadership of his Party was taking the Party of Jefferson, Jackson, and Cleveland down the 
road under the banners of Marx, Lenin, and Stalin. 
 
And he walked away from his Party, and he never returned til the day he died because 
To this day, the leadership of that Party has been taking that Party, that honorable Party, down 
the road in the image of the labor Socialist Party of England. 
 
Now it doesn't require expropriation or confiscation of private property or business to impose 
socialism on a people. What does it mean whether you hold the deed or the title to your 
business or property if the government holds the power of life and death over that business or 
property? And such machinery already exists. The government can find some charge to bring 
against any concern it chooses to prosecute. Every businessman has his own tale of 
harassment. Somewhere a perversion has taken place. Our natural, unalienable rights are 
now considered to be a dispensation of government, and freedom has never been so fragile, 
so close to slipping from our grasp as it is at this moment. 
 
Our Democratic opponents seem unwilling to debate these issues. They want to make you and 
I believe that this is a contest between two men that we're to choose just between two 
personalities. 
 
Well what of this man that they would destroy and in destroying, they would destroy that 
which he represents, the ideas that you and I hold dear? Is he the brash and shallow and 
trigger happy man they say he is? Well I've been privileged to know him "when." I knew him 
long before he ever dreamed of trying for high office, and I can tell you personally I've never 
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known a man in my life I believed so incapable of doing a dishonest or dishonorable thing. 
 
This is a man who, in his own business before he entered politics, instituted a profit sharing 
plan before unions had ever thought of it. He put in health and medical insurance for all his 
employees. He took 50 percent of the profits before taxes and set up a retirement program, a 
pension plan for all his employees. He sent monthly checks for life to an employee who was ill 
and couldn't work. He provides nursing care for the children of mothers who work in the 
stores. When Mexico was ravaged by the floods in the Rio Grande, he climbed in his airplane 
and flew medicine and supplies down there. 
 
An ex GI told me how he met him. It was the week before Christmas during the Korean War, 
and he was at the Los Angeles airport trying to get a ride home to Arizona for Christmas. And 
he said that [there were] a lot of servicemen there and no seats available on the planes. And 
then a voice came over the loudspeaker and said, "Any men in uniform wanting a ride to 
Arizona, go to runway such and such," and they went down there, and there was a fellow 
named Barry Goldwater sitting in his plane. Every day in those weeks before Christmas, all 
day long, he'd load up the plane, fly it to Arizona, fly them to their homes, fly back over to get 
another load. 
 
During the hectic split second timing of a campaign, this is a man who took time out to sit 
beside an old friend who was dying of cancer. His campaign managers were understandably 
impatient, but he said, "There aren't many left who care what happens to her. I'd like her to 
know I care." 
 
This is a man who said to his 19 year old son, "There is no foundation like the rock of honesty 
and fairness, and when you begin to build your life on that rock, with the cement of the faith 
in God that you have, then you have a real start." This is not a man who could carelessly send 
other people's sons to war. And that is the issue of this campaign that makes all the other 
problems I've discussed academic, unless we realize we're in a war that must be won. 
 
Those who would trade our freedom for the soup kitchen of the welfare state have told us 
they have a utopian solution of peace without victory. They call their policy "accommodation." 
And they say if we'll only avoid any direct confrontation with the enemy, he'll forget his evil 
ways and learn to love us. All who oppose them are indicted as warmongers. They say we 
offer simple answers to complex problems. Well, perhaps there is a simple answer not 
an easy answer but simple: If you and I have the courage to tell our elected officials that we 
want our national policy based on what we know in our hearts is morally right. 
 
We cannot buy our security, our freedom from the threat of the bomb by committing an 
immorality so great as saying to a billion human beings now enslaved behind the Iron Curtain, 
"Give up your dreams of freedom because to save our own skins, we're willing to make a deal 
with your slave masters." Alexander Hamilton said, "A nation which can prefer disgrace to 
danger is prepared for a master, and deserves one." Now let's set the record straight. There's 
no argument over the choice between peace and war, but there's only one guaranteed way 
you can have peace and you can have it in the next second surrender. 
 
Admittedly, there's a risk in any course we follow other than this, but every lesson of history 
tells us that the greater risk lies in appeasement, and this is the specter our well meaning 
liberal friends refuse to face that their policy of accommodation is appeasement, and it 
gives no choice between peace and war, only between fight or surrender. If we continue to 
accommodate, continue to back and retreat, eventually we have to face the final demand the 
ultimatum. And what then? When Nikita Khrushchev has told his people he knows what 
our answer will be? He has told them that we're retreating under the pressure of the Cold 
War, and someday when the time comes to deliver the final ultimatum, our surrender will be 
voluntary, because by that time we will have been weakened from within spiritually, morally, 
and economically. He believes this because from our side he's heard voices pleading for 
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"peace at any price" or "better Red than dead," or as one commentator put it, he'd rather "live 
on his knees than die on his feet." And therein lies the road to war, because those voices don't 
speak for the rest of us. 
 
You and I know and do not believe that life is so dear and peace so sweet as to be purchased 
at the price of chains and slavery. If nothing in life is worth dying for, when did this begin just 
in the face of this enemy? Or should Moses have told the children of Israel to live in 
slavery under the pharaohs? 
 
Should Christ have refused the cross? Should the patriots at Concord Bridge have thrown 
down their guns and refused to fire the shot heard 'round the world? The martyrs of history 
were not fools, and our honored dead who gave their lives to stop the advance of the Nazis 
didn't die in vain. Where, then, is the road to peace? Well it's a simple answer after all. 
 
You and I have the courage to say to our enemies, "There is a price we will not pay." "There is 
a point beyond which they must not advance." And this is the meaning in the phrase of Barry 
Goldwater's "peace through strength." Winston Churchill said, "The destiny of man is not 
measured by material computations. When great forces are on the move in the world, we 
learn we're spirits not animals." And he said, "There's something going on in time and 
space, and beyond time and space, which, whether we like it or not, spells duty." 
 
You and I have a rendezvous with destiny. 
 
We'll preserve for our children this, the last best hope of man on earth, or we'll sentence them 
to take the last step into a thousand years of darkness. 
 
We will keep in mind and remember that Barry Goldwater has faith in us. He has faith that 
you and I have the ability and the dignity and the right to make our own decisions and 
determine our own destiny. 
 

Thank you very much. 
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Ronald Reagan 
First Inaugural Address 

20 January 1981  
 

Thank you. Thank you.  

Senator Hatfield, Mr. Chief Justice, Mr. President, Vice President Bush, Vice President 
Mondale, Senator Baker, Speaker O’Neill, Reverend Moomaw, and my fellow citizens: 

To a few of us here today this is a solemn and most momentous occasion. And, yet, in the history 
of our nation it is a commonplace occurrence. The orderly transfer of authority as called for in 
the Constitution routinely takes place as it has for almost two centuries and few of us stop to 
think how unique we really are. In the eyes of many in the world, this every-four-year ceremony 
we accept as normal is nothing less than a miracle. 

Mr. President, I want our fellow citizens to know how much you did to carry on this tradition. By 
your gracious cooperation in the transition process you have shown a watching world that we are 
a united people pledged to maintaining a political system which guarantees individual liberty to a 
greater degree than any other. And I thank you and your people for all your help in maintaining 
the continuity which is the bulwark of our republic. 

The business of our nation goes forward. 

These United States are confronted with an economic affliction of great proportions. We suffer 
from the longest and one of the worst sustained inflations in our national history. It distorts our 
economic decisions, penalizes thrift, and crushes the struggling young and the fixed-income 
elderly alike. It threatens to shatter the lives of millions of our people. Idle industries have cast 
workers into unemployment, human misery and personal indignity. 

Those who do work are denied a fair return for their labor by a tax system which penalizes 
successful achievement and keeps us from maintaining full productivity. But great as our tax 
burden is, it has not kept pace with public spending. For decades we have piled deficit upon 
deficit, mortgaging our future and our children’s future for the temporary convenience of the 
present. To continue this long trend is to guarantee tremendous social, cultural, political, and 
economic upheavals. 

You and I, as individuals, can, by borrowing, live beyond our means, but for only a limited 
period of time. Why then should we think that collectively, as a nation, we are not bound by that 
same limitation? 

We must act today in order to preserve tomorrow. And let there be no misunderstanding -- we’re 
going to begin to act beginning today. The economic ills we suffer have come upon us over 
several decades. They will not go away in days, weeks, or months, but they will go away. They 
will go away because we as Americans have the capacity now, as we have had in the past, to do 
whatever needs to be done to preserve this last and greatest bastion of freedom. 
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In this present crisis, government is not the solution to our problem; government is the problem. 
From time to time we’ve been tempted to believe that society has become too complex to be 
managed by self-rule, that government by an elite group is superior to government for, by, and of 
the people. But if no one among us is capable of governing himself, then who among us has the 
capacity to govern someone else? 

All of us together -- in and out of government -- must bear the burden. The solutions we seek 
must be equitable with no one group singled out to pay a higher price. We hear much of special 
interest groups. Well our concern must be for a special interest group that has been too long 
neglected. It knows no sectional boundaries, or ethnic and racial divisions, and it crosses political 
party lines. It is made up of men and women who raise our food, patrol our streets, man our 
mines and factories, teach our children, keep our homes, and heal us when we’re sick -- 
professionals, industrialists, shopkeepers, clerks, cabbies, and truck drivers. They are, in short, 
“We the People.” This breed called Americans. 

Well, this Administration’s objective will be a healthy, vigorous, growing economy that provides 
equal opportunities for all Americans with no barriers born of bigotry or discrimination. Putting 
America back to work means putting all Americans back to work. Ending inflation means 
freeing all Americans from the terror of runaway living costs. 

All must share in the productive work of this “new beginning,” and all must share in the bounty 
of a revived economy. 

With the idealism and fair play which are the core of our system and our strength, we can have a 
strong and prosperous America at peace with itself and the world. So as we begin, let us take 
inventory. 

We are a nation that has a government -- not the other way around. And this makes us special 
among the nations of the earth. Our Government has no power except that granted it by the 
people. It is time to check and reverse the growth of government which shows signs of having 
grown beyond the consent of the governed. 

It is my intention to curb the size and influence of the Federal establishment and to demand 
recognition of the distinction between the powers granted to the Federal Government and those 
reserved to the states or to the people. 

All of us -- all of us need to be reminded that the Federal Government did not create the states; 
the states created the Federal Government. 

Now, so there will be no misunderstanding, it’s not my intention to do away with government. It 
is rather to make it work -- work with us, not over us; to stand by our side, not ride on our back. 
Government can and must provide opportunity, not smother it; foster productivity, not stifle it. If 
we look to the answer as to why for so many years we achieved so much, prospered as no other 
people on earth, it was because here in this land we unleashed the energy and individual genius 
of man to a greater extent than has ever been done before. 
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Freedom and the dignity of the individual have been more available and assured here than in any 
other place on earth. The price for this freedom at times has been high, but we have never been 
unwilling to pay that price. 

It is no coincidence that our present troubles parallel and are proportionate to the intervention 
and intrusion in our lives that result from unnecessary and excessive growth of Government. 

It is time for us to realize that we are too great a nation to limit ourselves to small dreams. We're 
not, as some would have us believe, doomed to an inevitable decline. I do not believe in a fate 
that will fall on us no matter what we do. I do believe in a fate that will fall on us if we do 
nothing. 

So with all the creative energy at our command, let us begin an era of national renewal. Let us 
renew our determination, our courage, and our strength. And let us renew our faith and our hope. 
We have every right to dream heroic dreams. 

Those who say that we’re in a time when there are no heroes -- they just don’t know where to 
look. You can see heroes every day going in and out of factory gates. Others, a handful in 
number, produce enough food to feed all of us and then the world beyond. You meet heroes 
across a counter -- and they’re on both sides of that counter. There are entrepreneurs with faith in 
themselves and faith in an idea who create new jobs, new wealth and opportunity. 

There are individuals and families whose taxes support the Government and whose voluntary 
gifts support church, charity, culture, art, and education. Their patriotism is quiet but deep. Their 
values sustain our national life. 

Now I have used the words “they” and “their” in speaking of these heroes. I could say “you” and 
“your” because I’m addressing the heroes of whom I speak -- you, the citizens of this blessed 
land. Your dreams, your hopes, your goals are going to be the dreams, the hopes, and the goals 
of this Administration, so help me God. 

We shall reflect the compassion that is so much a part of your make-up. How can we love our 
country and not love our countrymen -- and loving them reach out a hand when they fall, heal 
them when they’re sick, and provide opportunity to make them self-sufficient so they will be 
equal in fact and not just in theory? Can we solve the problems confronting us? Well the answer 
is an unequivocal and emphatic "Yes." To paraphrase Winston Churchill, I did not take the oath 
I’ve just taken with the intention of presiding over the dissolution of the world’s strongest 
economy. 

In the days ahead, I will propose removing the roadblocks that have slowed our economy and 
reduced productivity. Steps will be taken aimed at restoring the balance between the various 
levels of government. Progress may be slow -- measured in inches and feet, not miles -- but we 
will progress. It is time to reawaken this industrial giant, to get government back within its 
means, and to lighten our punitive tax burden. And these will be our first priorities, and on these 
principles there will be no compromise. 
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On the eve or our struggle for independence a man who might’ve been one of the greatest among 
the Founding Fathers, Dr. Joseph Warren, president of the Massachusetts Congress, said to his 
fellow Americans,  

"Our country is in danger, but not to be despaired of. On you depend the fortunes of America. 
You are to decide the important question upon which rest the happiness and the liberty of 
millions yet unborn. Act worthy of yourselves." 

Well I believe we, the Americans of today, are ready to act worthy of ourselves, ready to do what 
must be done to insure happiness and liberty for ourselves, our children, and our children’s 
children. And as we renew ourselves here in our own land, we will be seen as having greater 
strength throughout the world. We will again be the exemplar of freedom and a beacon of hope 
for those who do not now have freedom. 

To those neighbors and allies who share our freedom, we will strengthen our historic ties and 
assure them of our support and firm commitment. We will match loyalty with loyalty. We will 
strive for mutually beneficial relations. We will not use our friendship to impose on their 
sovereignty, for our own sovereignty is not for sale. 

As for the enemies of freedom, those who are potential adversaries, they will be reminded that 
peace is the highest aspiration of the American people. We will negotiate for it, sacrifice for it; 
we will not surrender for it -- now or ever. Our forbearance should never be misunderstood. Our 
reluctance for conflict should not be misjudged as a failure of will. When action is required to 
preserve our national security, we will act. We will maintain sufficient strength to prevail if need 
be, knowing that if we do so, we have the best chance of never having to use that strength. 

Above all we must realize that no arsenal or no weapon in the arsenals of the world is so 
formidable as the will and moral courage of free men and women. It is a weapon our adversaries 
in today's world do not have. It is a weapon that we as Americans do have. Let that be 
understood by those who practice terrorism and prey upon their neighbors. 

I am -- I'm told that tens of thousands of prayer meetings are being held on this day; and for that 
I am deeply grateful. We are a nation under God, and I believe God intended for us to be free. It 
would be fitting and good, I think, if on each inaugural day in future years it should be declared a 
day of prayer. 

This is the first time in our history that this ceremony has been held, as you’ve been told, on this 
West Front of the Capitol. 

Standing here, one faces a magnificent vista, opening up on this city’s special beauty and history. 
At the end of this open mall are those shrines to the giants on whose shoulders we stand. Directly 
in front of me, the monument to a monumental man. George Washington, father of our country. 
A man of humility who came to greatness reluctantly. He led America out of revolutionary 
victory into infant nationhood. Off to one side, the stately memorial to Thomas Jefferson. The 
Declaration of Independence flames with his eloquence. And then beyond the Reflecting Pool, 
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the dignified columns of the Lincoln Memorial. Whoever would understand in his heart the 
meaning of America will find it in the life of Abraham Lincoln. 

Beyond those moments -- those monuments to heroism is the Potomac River, and on the far 
shore the sloping hills of Arlington National Cemetery, with its row upon row of simple white 
markers bearing crosses or Stars of David. They add up to only a tiny fraction of the price that 
has been paid for our freedom. 

Each one of those markers is a monument to the kind of hero I spoke of earlier. Their lives ended 
in places called Belleau Wood, the Argonne, Omaha Beach, Salerno, and halfway around the 
world on Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Pork Chop Hill, the Chosin Reservoir, and in a hundred rice 
paddies and jungles of a place called Vietnam. 

Under one such a marker lies a young man, Martin Treptow, who left his job in a small town 
barber shop in 1917 to go to France with the famed Rainbow Division. There, on the Western 
front, he was killed trying to carry a message between battalions under heavy fire. We're told that 
on his body was found a diary. On the flyleaf under the heading, “My Pledge,” he had written 
these words:  

"America must win this war. Therefore, I will work; I will save; I will sacrifice; I will endure; I 
will fight cheerfully and do my utmost, as if the issue of the whole struggle depended on me 
alone." 

The crisis we are facing today does not require of us the kind of sacrifice that Martin Treptow 
and so many thousands of others were called upon to make. It does require, however, our best 
effort, and our willingness to believe in ourselves and to believe in our capacity to perform great 
deeds; to believe that together with God’s help we can and will resolve the problems which now 
confront us. 

And after all, why shouldn’t we believe that? We are Americans. 

God bless you and thank you. Thank you very much. 
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