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Second Inaugural Address 

Abraham Lincoln 
March 4, 1865 

At this second appearing to take the oath of the presidential office, there is less occasion for an extended 
address than there was at the first. Then a statement, somewhat in detail, of a course to be pursued, 
seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years, during which public declarations have 
been constantly called forth on every point and phase of the great contest which still absorbs the 
attention, and engrosses the energies of the nation, little that is new could be presented. The progress of 
our arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, is as well known to the public as to myself; and it is, I trust, 
reasonably satisfactory and encouraging to all. With high hope for the future, no prediction in regard to it 
is ventured. 

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago, all thoughts were anxiously directed to an 
impending civil war. All dreaded it--all sought to avert it. While the inaugeral [sic] address was being 
delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving the Union without war, insurgent agents were in 
the city seeking to destroy it without war--seeking to dissole [sic] the Union, and divide effects, by 
negotiation. Both parties deprecated war; but one of them would make war rather than let the nation 
survive; and the other would accept war rather than let it perish. And the war came. 

One eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally over the Union, but 
localized in the Southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest. All knew 
that this interest was, somehow, the cause of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest 
was the object for which the insurgents would rend the Union, even by war; while the government claimed 
no right to do more than to restrict the territorial enlargement of it. Neither party expected for the war, the 
magnitude, or the duration, which it has already attained. Neither anticipated that the cause of the conflict 
might cease with, or even before, the conflict itself should cease. Each looked for an easier triumph, and 
a result less fundamental and astounding. Both read the same Bible, and pray to the same God; and 
each invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any men should dare to ask a just God's 
assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of other men's faces; but let us judge not that we be not 
judged. The prayers of both could not be answered; that of neither has been answered fully. The Almighty 
has his own purposes. "Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; 
but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!" If we shall suppose that American Slavery is one of 
those offences which, in the providence of God, must needs come, but which, having continued through 
His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He gives to both North and South, this terrible war, 
as the woe due to those by whom the offence came, shall we discern therein any departure from those 
divine attributes which the believers in a Living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do we hope--fervently 
do we pray--that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue, 
until all the wealth piled by the bond-man's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, 
and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash, shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was 
said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said "the judgments of the Lord, are true and righteous 
altogether" 

With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let 
us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have 
borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan--to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and 
lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all nations. 
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT DELIVERED BY RADIO  

FROM THE WHITE HOUSE 
Proclaiming an Unlimited National Emergency  

May 27, 1941 

MY FELLOW AMERICANS OF ALL THE AMERICAS; MY FRIENDS:  

I am speaking tonight from the White House in the presence of the Governing Board of the Pan-
American Union, the Canadian Minister, and their families. The members of this Board are the 
Ambassadors and Ministers of the American Republics in Washington. It is appropriate that I do 
this for now, as never before, the unity of the American Republics is of supreme importance to 
each and every one of us and to the cause of freedom throughout the world. Our future -- our 
future independence is bound up with the future independence of all of our sister Republics.  

The pressing problems that confront us are military and naval problems. We cannot afford to 
approach them from the point of view of wishful thinkers or sentimentalists. What we face is 
cold, hard fact.  

The first and fundamental fact is that what started as a European war has developed, as the Nazis 
always intended it should develop, into a world war for world domination.  

Adolf Hitler never considered the domination of Europe as an end in itself. European conquest 
was but a step toward ultimate goals in all the other continents. It is unmistakably apparent to all 
of us that, unless the advance of Hitlerism is forcibly checked now, the Western Hemisphere will 
be within range of the Nazi weapons of destruction.  

For our own defense we have accordingly undertaken certain (obviously) obvious necessary 
measures:  

First, we have joined in concluding a series of agreements with all the other American Republics. 
This further solidified our hemisphere against the common danger. And then, a year ago, we 
launched, and are successfully carrying out, the largest armament production program we have 
ever undertaken.  

We have added substantially to our splendid Navy, and we have mustered our manpower to build 
up a new Army which is already worthy of the highest traditions of our military service.  

We instituted a policy of aid for the democracies -- the nations which have fought for the 
continuation of human liberties.  

This policy had its origin in the first month or the war, when I urged upon the Congress repeal of 
the arms embargo provisions in the old Neutrality Law and in that Message of September, 1939, I 
said, "I should like to be able to offer the hope that the shadow over the world might swiftly pass. 
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I cannot. The facts compel my stating, with candor, that darker periods may lie ahead."  

In the subsequent months, the shadows (deepened) did deepen and (lengthened) lengthen. And 
the night spread over Poland, Denmark, Norway, Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg and France.  

In June, 1940, Britain stood alone, faced by the same machine of terror which had overwhelmed 
her allies. Our Government rushed arms to meet her desperate needs. In September, 1940, an 
agreement was completed with Great Britain for the trade of fifty destroyers for eight important 
off-shore bases.  

And in March, 1941, this year, the Congress passed the Lend-Lease Bill and an appropriation of 
seven billion dollars to implement it. This law realistically provided for material aid "for the 
government of any country whose defense the President deems vital to the defense of the United 
States."  

Our whole program of aid for the democracies has been based on hard-headed concern for our 
own security and for the kind Of safe and civilized world in which we wish to live. Every dollar 
of material that we send helps to keep the dictators away from our own hemisphere, and every 
day that they are held off gives Us time to build more guns and tanks and planes and ships.  

We have made no pretense about our own self-interest in this aid. Great Britain understands it -- 
and so does Nazi Germany.  

And now -- after a year -- Britain still fights gallantly, on a "far-flung battle line." We have 
doubled and redoubled our vast production, increasing, month by month, our material supply of 
the tools of war for ourselves and for Britain and for China -- and eventually for all the 
democracies.  

The supply of these tools will not fail -- it will increase. With greatly augmented strength, the 
United States and the other American Republics now chart their course in the situation today.  

Your Government knows what terms Hitler, if victorious, would impose. They are, indeed, the 
only terms on which he would accept a so-called "negotiated" peace.  

And, under those terms, Germany would literally parcel out the world -- hoisting the swastika 
itself over vast territories and populations, and setting up puppet governments of its own 
choosing, wholly subject to the will and the policy of a conqueror.  

To the people of the Americas, a triumphant Hitler would say, as he said after the seizure of 
Austria, and as he said after Munich, and as he said after the seizure of Czechoslovakia: "I am 
now completely satisfied. This is the last territorial readjustment I will seek." And he would of 
course add: "All we want is peace and friendship, and profitable trade relations with you in the 
New World."  

(And) Were any of us in the Americas so incredibly simple and forgetful as to accept those 
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honeyed words, what would then happen?  

Those in the New World who were seeking profits would be urging that all that the dictatorships 
desired was "peace." They would oppose toil and taxes for more American armament. And 
meanwhile, the dictatorships would be forcing the enslaved peoples of their Old World conquests 
into a system they are even now organizing -- to build -- to build a naval and air force intended to 
gain and hold and be master of the Atlantic and the Pacific as well.  

They would fasten an economic strangle-hold upon our several nations. Quislings would be 
found to subvert the governments in our Republics; and the Nazis would back their fifth columns 
with invasion, it necessary.  

No, I am not speculating about all this. I merely repeat what is already in the Nazi book of world 
conquest. They plan to treat the Latin American nations as they are now treating the Balkans. 
They plan then to strangle the United States of America and the Dominion of Canada.  

The American laborer would have to compete with slave labor in the rest of the world. Minimum 
wages, maximum hours? Nonsense: Wages and hours (would be) fixed by Hitler. The dignity and 
power and standard of living of the American worker and farmer would be gone. Trade unions 
would become historic(al) relics, and collective bargaining a joke.  

Farm income? What happens to all farm surpluses without any foreign trade? The American 
farmer would get for his products exactly what Hitler wanted to give. (He would) The farmer 
would face obvious disaster and complete regimentation.  

Tariff walls - Chinese walls of isolation - would be futile. Freedom to trade is essential to our 
economic life. We do not eat all the food we (can) produce; and we do not burn all the oil we can 
pump; we do not use all the goods we can manufacture. It would not be an American wall to keep 
Nazi goods out; it would be a Nazi wall to keep us in.  

The whole fabric of working life as we know it -- business and manufacturing, mining and 
agriculture -- all would be mangled and crippled under such a system. Yet to maintain even that 
crippled independence would require permanent conscription of our manpower; it would curtail 
the funds we could spend on education, on housing, on public works, on flood control, on health 
and, instead, we should be permanently pouring our resources into armaments; and, year in and 
year out, standing day and night watch against the destruction of our cities.  

Yes, even our right Of worship would be threatened. The Nazi world does not recognize any God 
except Hitler; for the Nazis are as ruthless as the Communists in the denial of God. What place 
has religion which preaches the dignity of the human being, of the majesty of the human soul, in 
a world where moral standards are measured by treachery and bribery and Fifth Columnists? Will 
our children, too, wander off, goose-stepping in search of new gods?  

We do not accept, (and) we will not permit, this Nazi "shape of things to come." It will never be 
forced upon us, if we act in this present crisis with the wisdom and the courage which have 
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distinguished our country in all the crises of the past.  

Today, the Nazis have taken military possession of the greater part of Europe. In Africa they have 
occupied Tripoli and Libya, and they are threatening Egypt, the Suez Canal, and the Near East. 
But their plans do not stop there, for the Indian Ocean is the gateway to the (East) farther East . . . 
. 

To the other American nations -- twenty Republics and the Dominion Of Canada -- I say this: the 
United States does not merely propose these purposes, but is actively engaged today in carrying 
them out.  

And I say to them further: you may disregard those few citizens of the United States who contend 
that we are disunited and cannot act.  

There are same timid ones among us who say that we must preserve peace at any price -- lest we 
lose our liberties forever. To them I say this: never in the history of the world has a nation lost its 
democracy by a successful struggle to defend its democracy. We must not be defeated by the fear 
of the very danger which we are preparing to resist. Our freedom has shown its ability to survive 
war, but (it) our freedom would never survive surrender. "The only thing we have to fear is fear 
itself."  

There is, of course, a small group of sincere, patriotic men and women whose real passion for 
peace has shut their eyes to the ugly realities of international banditry and to the need to resist it 
at all costs. I am sure they are embarrassed by the sinister support they are receiving from the 
enemies of democracy in our midst -- the Bundists, (and) the Fascists, and Communists, and 
every group devoted to bigotry and racial and religious intolerance. It is no mere coincidence that 
all the arguments put forward by these enemies of democracy -- all their attempts to confuse and 
divide our people and to destroy public confidence in (our) Government -- all their defeatist 
forebodings that Britain and democracy are already beaten -- all their selfish promises that we can 
"do business" with Hitler -- all of these are but echoes or the words that have been poured out 
from the Axis bureaus of propaganda. Those same words have been used before in other 
countries -- to scare them, to divide them, to soften them up. Invariably, those same words have 
formed the advance guard of physical attack.  

Your Government has the right to expect of all citizens that they take (loyal) part in the common 
work of our common defense -- take loyal part from this moment forward.  

I have recently set up the machinery for civilian defense. It will rapidly organize, locality by 
locality. It will depend on the organized effort of men and women everywhere. All will have 
opportunities and responsibilities to fulfill.  

Defense today means more than merely fighting. It means morale, civilian as well as military; it 
means using every available resource; it means enlarging every useful plant. It means the use of a 
greater American common sense in discarding rumor and distorted statement. It means 
recognizing, for what they are, racketeers and fifth columnists, (who are) the incendiary bombs in 
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this country of the moment.  

All of us know that we have made very great social progress in recent years. We propose to 
maintain that progress and strengthen it. When the nation is threatened from without, however, as 
it is today, the actual production and transportation of the machinery of defense must not be 
interrupted by disputes between capital and capital, labor and labor or capital and labor. The 
future of all free enterprise -- of capital and labor alike -- is at stake.  

This is no time for capital to make, or be allowed to retain, excess profits. Articles of defense 
must have undisputed right of way in every industrial plant in the country.  

A nationwide machinery for conciliation and mediation of industrial disputes has been set up. 
That machinery must be used promptly -- and without stoppage of work. Collective bargaining 
will be retained, but the American people expect that impartial recommendations of our 
Government conciliation and mediation services will be followed both by capital and by labor.  

The overwhelming majority of our citizens expect their Government to see that the tools of 
defense are built; and for the very purpose of preserving the democratic safeguards of both labor 
and management, this Government is determined to use all of its power to express the will of its 
people, and to prevent interference with the production of materials essential to our nation's 
security.  

Today the whole world is divided, divided between human slavery and human freedom -- 
between pagan brutality and the Christian ideal.  

We choose human freedom -- which is the Christian ideal. No one of us can waver for a moment 
in his courage or his faith.  

We will not accept a Hitler-dominated world. And we will not accept a world, like the post-war 
world of the 1920's, in which the seeds of Hitlerism can again be planted and allowed to grow. 
We will accept only a world consecrated to freedom of speech and expression -- freedom of 
every person to worship God in his own way --freedom from want -- and freedom from 
(terrorism) terror.  

Is such a world impossible of attainment?  

Magna Charta, the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United States, the 
Emancipation Proclamation and every other milestone in human progress --all were ideals which 
seemed impossible of attainment -- and yet they were attained. As a military force, we were weak 
when we established our independence, but we successfully stood off tyrants, powerful in their 
day, tyrants who are now lost in the dust of history.  

Odds meant nothing to us then. Shall we now, with all our potential strength, hesitate to take 
every single measure necessary to maintain our American liberties? Our people and our 
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Government will not hesitate to meet that challenge.  

As the President of a united and determined people, I say solemnly:  

We reassert the ancient American doctrine of freedom of the seas.  
We reassert the solidarity of the twenty-one American Republics and the Dominion of Canada in 
the preservation of the independence of the hemisphere.  
We have pledged material support to the other democracies of the world -- and we will fulfill that 
pledge.  
We in the Americas will decide for ourselves whether, and when, and where, our American 
interests are attacked or our security threatened.  
We are placing our armed forces in strategic military position.  
We will not hesitate to use our armed forces to repel attack.  
We reassert our abiding faith in the vitality of our constitutional republic as a perpetual home of 
freedom, of tolerance, and of devotion to the word of God.  

Therefore, with profound consciousness of my responsibilities to my countrymen and to my 
country's cause, I have tonight issued a proclamation that an unlimited national emergency exists 
and requires the strengthening of our defense to the extreme limit of our national power and 
authority.  

The nation will expect all individuals and all groups to play their full parts, without stint, and 
without selfishness, and without doubt that our democracy will triumphantly survive.  

I repeat the words of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence -- that little band of patriots, 
fighting long ago against overwhelming odds, but certain, as (are we) we are now, of ultimate 
victory: "With a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each 
other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor." (Warm applause)  
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
War Message to Congress  

8 December 1941 
Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives: 

Yesterday, December 7th, 1941 -- a date which will live in infamy -- the United States of 
America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan. 

The United States was at peace with that nation and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in 
conversation with its government and its emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in 
the Pacific. 

Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in the American island 
of Oahu, the Japanese ambassador to the United States and his colleague delivered to our 
Secretary of State a formal reply to a recent American message. And while this reply stated that 
it seemed useless to continue the existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint 
of war or of armed attack. 

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was 
deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time, the Japanese 
government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false statements and 
expressions of hope for continued peace. 

The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian islands has caused severe damage to American naval and 
military forces. I regret to tell you that very many American lives have been lost. In addition, 
American ships have been reported torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and 
Honolulu. 

Yesterday, the Japanese government also launched an attack against Malaya. 

Last night, Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong. 

Last night, Japanese forces attacked Guam. 

Last night, Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands. 

Last night, the Japanese attacked Wake Island. 

And this morning, the Japanese attacked Midway Island. 

Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific area. The 
facts of yesterday and today speak for themselves. The people of the United States have already 
formed their opinions and well understand the implications to the very life and safety of our 
nation. 
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As commander in chief of the Army and Navy, I have directed that all measures be taken for our 
defense. But always will our whole nation remember the character of the onslaught against us. 

No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American people 
in their righteous might will win through to absolute victory. 

I believe that I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we will not 
only defend ourselves to the uttermost, but will make it very certain that this form of treachery 
shall never again endanger us. 

Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory, and our interests 
are in grave danger. 

With confidence in our armed forces, with the unbounding determination of our people, we will 
gain the inevitable triumph -- so help us God. 

I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on 
Sunday, December 7th, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United States and the 
Japanese empire. 
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First Inaugural Address  
Dwight David Eisenhower 

January 20, 1953 

My friends, before I begin the expression of those thoughts that I deem appropriate to this 
moment, would you permit me the privilege of uttering a little private prayer of my own. And I 
ask that you bow your heads: 
 
Almighty God, as we stand here at this moment my future associates in the Executive branch of 
Government join me in beseeching that Thou will make full and complete our dedication to the 
service of the people in this throng, and their fellow citizens everywhere. 
 
Give us, we pray, the power to discern clearly right from wrong, and allow all our words and 
actions to be governed thereby, and by the laws of this land. Especially we pray that our concern 
shall be for all the people regardless of station, race or calling. 
 
May cooperation be permitted and be the mutual aim of those who, under the concepts of our 
Constitution, hold to differing political faiths; so that all may work for the good of our beloved 
country and Thy glory. Amen. 
 
My fellow citizens, the world and we have passed the midway point of a century of continuing 
challenge. We sense with all our faculties that forces of good and evil are massed and armed and 
opposed as rarely before in history. 
 
This fact defines the meaning of this day. We are summoned by this honored and historic 
ceremony to witness more than the act of one citizen swearing his oath of service, in the presence 
of God. We are called as a people to give testimony in the sight of the world to our faith that the 
future shall belong to the free. 
 
Since this century's beginning, a time of tempest has seemed to come upon the continents of the 
earth. Masses of Asia have awakened to strike off shackles of the past. Great nations of Europe 
have fought their bloodiest wars. Thrones have toppled and their vast empires have disappeared. 
New nations have been born. 
 
For our own country, it has been a time of recurring trial. We have grown in power and in 
responsibility. We have passed through the anxieties of depression and of war to a summit 
unmatched in man's history. Seeking to secure peace in the world, we have had to fight through 
the forests of the Argonne to the shores of Iwo Jima, and to the cold mountains of Korea. 
 
In the swift rush of great events, we find ourselves groping to know the full sense and meaning 
of these times in which we live. In our quest of understanding, we beseech God's guidance. We 
summon all our knowledge of the past and we scan all signs of the future. We bring all our wit 
and all our will to meet the question: 
 
How far have we come in man's long pilgrimage from darkness toward the light? Are we nearing 
the light--a day of freedom and of peace for all mankind? Or are the shadows of another night 
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closing in upon us? 
 
Great as are the preoccupations absorbing us at home, concerned as we are with matters that 
deeply affect our livelihood today and our vision of the future, each of these domestic problems 
is dwarfed by, and often even created by, this question that involves all humankind. 
 
This trial comes at a moment when man's power to achieve good or to inflict evil surpasses the 
brightest hopes and the sharpest fears of all ages. We can turn rivers in their courses, level 
mountains to the plains. Oceans and land and sky are avenues for our colossal commerce. 
Disease diminishes and life lengthens. 
 
Yet the promise of this life is imperiled by the very genius that has made it possible. Nations 
amass wealth. Labor sweats to create--and turns out devices to level not only mountains but also 
cities. Science seems ready to confer upon us, as its final gift, the power to erase human life from 
this planet. 
 
At such a time in history, we who are free must proclaim anew our faith. This faith is the abiding 
creed of our fathers. It is our faith in the deathless dignity of man, governed by eternal moral and 
natural laws. 
 
This faith defines our full view of life. It establishes, beyond debate, those gifts of the Creator 
that are man's inalienable rights, and that make all men equal in His sight. 
 
In the light of this equality, we know that the virtues most cherished by free people--love of 
truth, pride of work, devotion to country--all are treasures equally precious in the lives of the 
most humble and of the most exalted. The men who mine coal and fire furnaces, and balance 
ledgers, and turn lathes, and pick cotton, and heal the sick and plant corn--all serve as proudly 
and as profitably for America as the statesmen who draft treaties and the legislators who enact 
laws. 
 
This faith rules our whole way of life. It decrees that we, the people, elect leaders not to rule but 
to serve. It asserts that we have the right to choice of our own work and to the reward of our own 
toil. It inspires the initiative that makes our productivity the wonder of the world. And it warns 
that any man who seeks to deny equality among all his brothers betrays the spirit of the free and 
invites the mockery of the tyrant. 
 
It is because we, all of us, hold to these principles that the political changes accomplished this 
day do not imply turbulence, upheaval or disorder. Rather this change expresses a purpose of 
strengthening our dedication and devotion to the precepts of our founding documents, a 
conscious renewal of faith in our country and in the watchfulness of a Divine Providence. 
 
The enemies of this faith know no god but force, no devotion but its use. They tutor men in 
treason. They feed upon the hunger of others. Whatever defies them, they torture, especially the 
truth. 
 
Here, then, is joined no argument between slightly differing philosophies. This conflict strikes 
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directly at the faith of our fathers and the lives of our sons. No principle or treasure that we hold, 
from the spiritual knowledge of our free schools and churches to the creative magic of free labor 
and capital, nothing lies safely beyond the reach of this struggle. 
 
Freedom is pitted against slavery; lightness against the dark. 
 
The faith we hold belongs not to us alone but to the free of all the world. This common bond 
binds the grower of rice in Burma and the planter of wheat in Iowa, the shepherd in southern 
Italy and the mountaineer in the Andes. It confers a common dignity upon the French soldier 
who dies in Indo-China, the British soldier killed in Malaya, the American life given in Korea. 
 
We know, beyond this, that we are linked to all free peoples not merely by a noble idea but by a 
simple need. No free people can for long cling to any privilege or enjoy any safety in economic 
solitude. For all our own material might, even we need markets in the world for the surpluses of 
our farms and our factories. Equally, we need for these same farms and factories vital materials 
and products of distant lands. This basic law of interdependence, so manifest in the commerce of 
peace, applies with thousand-fold intensity in the event of war. 
 
So we are persuaded by necessity and by belief that the strength of all free peoples lies in unity; 
their danger, in discord. 
 
To produce this unity, to meet the challenge of our time, destiny has laid upon our country the 
responsibility of the free world's leadership. 
 
So it is proper that we assure our friends once again that, in the discharge of this responsibility, 
we Americans know and we observe the difference between world leadership and imperialism; 
between firmness and truculence; between a thoughtfully calculated goal and spasmodic reaction 
to the stimulus of emergencies. 
 
We wish our friends the world over to know this above all: we face the threat--not with dread 
and confusion--but with confidence and conviction. 
 
We feel this moral strength because we know that we are not helpless prisoners of history. We 
are free men. We shall remain free, never to be proven guilty of the one capital offense against 
freedom, a lack of stanch faith. 
 
In pleading our just cause before the bar of history and in pressing our labor for world peace, we 
shall be guided by certain fixed principles. These principles are: 
 
1. Abhorring war as a chosen way to balk the purposes of those who threaten us, we hold it to be 
the first task of statesmanship to develop the strength that will deter the forces of aggression and 
promote the conditions of peace. For, as it must be the supreme purpose of all free men, so it 
must be the dedication of their leaders, to save humanity from preying upon itself. 
 
In the light of this principle, we stand ready to engage with any and all others in joint effort to 
remove the causes of mutual fear and distrust among nations, so as to make possible drastic 
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reduction of armaments. The sole requisites for undertaking such effort are that--in their purpose-
-they be aimed logically and honestly toward secure peace for all; and that--in their result--they 
provide methods by which every participating nation will prove good faith in carrying out its 
pledge. 
 
2. Realizing that common sense and common decency alike dictate the futility of appeasement, 
we shall never try to placate an aggressor by the false and wicked bargain of trading honor for 
security. Americans, indeed, all free men, remember that in the final choice a soldier's pack is not 
so heavy a burden as a prisoner's chains. 
 
3. Knowing that only a United States that is strong and immensely productive can help defend 
freedom in our world, we view our Nation's strength and security as a trust upon which rests the 
hope of free men everywhere. It is the firm duty of each of our free citizens and of every free 
citizen everywhere to place the cause of his country before the comfort, the convenience of 
himself. 
 
4. Honoring the identity and the special heritage of each nation in the world, we shall never use 
our strength to try to impress upon another people our own cherished political and economic 
institutions. 
 
5. Assessing realistically the needs and capacities of proven friends of freedom, we shall strive to 
help them to achieve their own security and well-being. Likewise, we shall count upon them to 
assume, within the limits of their resources, their full and just burdens in the common defense of 
freedom. 
 
6. Recognizing economic health as an indispensable basis of military strength and the free 
world's peace, we shall strive to foster everywhere, and to practice ourselves, policies that 
encourage productivity and profitable trade. For the impoverishment of any single people in the 
world means danger to the well-being of all other peoples. 
 
7. Appreciating that economic need, military security and political wisdom combine to suggest 
regional groupings of free peoples, we hope, within the framework of the United Nations, to help 
strengthen such special bonds the world over. The nature of these ties must vary with the 
different problems of different areas. 
 
In the Western Hemisphere, we enthusiastically join with all our neighbors in the work of 
perfecting a community of fraternal trust and common purpose. 
 
In Europe, we ask that enlightened and inspired leaders of the Western nations strive with 
renewed vigor to make the unity of their peoples a reality. Only as free Europe unitedly marshals 
its strength can it effectively safeguard, even with our help, its spiritual and cultural heritage. 
 
8. Conceiving the defense of freedom, like freedom itself, to be one and indivisible, we hold all 
continents and peoples in equal regard and honor. We reject any insinuation that one race or 
another, one people or another, is in any sense inferior or expendable. 
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9. Respecting the United Nations as the living sign of all people's hope for peace, we shall strive 
to make it not merely an eloquent symbol but an effective force. And in our quest for an 
honorable peace, we shall neither compromise, nor tire, nor ever cease. 
 
By these rules of conduct, we hope to be known to all peoples. 
 
By their observance, an earth of peace may become not a vision but a fact. 
 
This hope--this supreme aspiration--must rule the way we live. 
 
We must be ready to dare all for our country. For history does not long entrust the care of 
freedom to the weak or the timid. We must acquire proficiency in defense and display stamina in 
purpose. 
 
We must be willing, individually and as a Nation, to accept whatever sacrifices may be required 
of us. A people that values its privileges above its principles soon loses both. 
 
These basic precepts are not lofty abstractions, far removed from matters of daily living. They 
are laws of spiritual strength that generate and define our material strength. Patriotism means 
equipped forces and a prepared citizenry. Moral stamina means more energy and more 
productivity, on the farm and in the factory. Love of liberty means the guarding of every 
resource that makes freedom possible--from the sanctity of our families and the wealth of our 
soil to the genius of our scientists. 
 
And so each citizen plays an indispensable role. The productivity of our heads, our hands and our 
hearts is the source of all the strength we can command, for both the enrichment of our lives and 
the winning of the peace. 
 
No person, no home, no community can be beyond the reach of this call. We are summoned to 
act in wisdom and in conscience, to work with industry, to teach with persuasion, to preach with 
conviction, to weigh our every deed with care and with compassion. For this truth must be clear 
before us: whatever America hopes to bring to pass in the world must first come to pass in the 
heart of America. 
 
The peace we seek, then, is nothing less than the practice and fulfillment of our whole faith 
among ourselves and in our dealings with others. This signifies more than the stilling of guns, 
casing the sorrow of war. More than escape from death, it is a way of life. More than a haven for 
the weary, it is a hope for the brave. 
 
This is the hope that beckons us onward in this century of trial. This is the work that awaits us 
all, to be done with bravery, with charity, and with prayer to Almighty God. 
 
My citizens--I thank you.  
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Evil Empire Speech  
by Ronald Reagan  

March 8, 1983  
 

Historical Note 
On March 8, 1983, President Reagan delivered an address to a meeting of the National 
Association of Evangelicals in Orlando, Florida. It referred to communism as "the focus of 
evil in the modern world," and quickly became known as his "Evil Empire Speech." The 
speech was delivered at a time when Congress was debating a resolution in support of a 
"nuclear freeze," a doctrine supported by the Soviet Union that would have prevented the 
deployment of U.S. cruise and Pershing II Missiles in Europe. On March 7, President Reagan 
had met in the White House with a group of conservative leaders and pro-defense elected 
officials on the subject of the nuclear freeze. The President advised that his Administration 
was stalwart in opposition to the nuclear freeze, but meeting participants nonetheless urged 
him to use his presidential "bully pulpit" more often on the topic. Following the meeting, 
according to a contemporaneous report by the President's National Security Advisor Judge 
William Clark, the President added paragraphs to a speech he was scheduled to deliver the 
next day to the National Association of Evangelicals. Those additional paragraphs turned it 
from a routine, if worthy, speech to one that electrified dissidents behind the Iron Curtain 
and appalled Reagan's domestic opposition, including much of the press. The speech was 
destined to go down in history as one of Reagan's most influential addresses. 

 

Reverend clergy all, Senator Hawkins, distinguished members of the Florida congressional 
delegation, and all of you: 

I can't tell you how you have warmed my heart with your welcome. I'm delighted to be here 
today. 

Those of you in the National Association of Evangelicals are known for your spiritual and 
humanitarian work. And I would be especially remiss if I didn't discharge right now one 
personal debt of gratitude. Thank you for your prayers. Nancy and I have felt their presence 
many times in many ways. And believe me, for us they've made all the difference. 

The other day in the East Room of the White House at a meeting there, someone asked me 
whether I was aware of all the people out there who were praying for the President. And I 
had to say, "Yes, I am. I've felt it. I believe in intercessionary prayer." 

But I couldn't help but say to that questioner after he'd asked the question that -- or at 
least say to them that if sometimes when he was praying he got a busy signal, it was just 
me in there ahead of him.  

[Laughter]  

I think I understand how Abraham Lincoln felt when he said, "I have been driven many 
times to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go." 

From the joy and the good feeling of this conference, I go to a political reception.  
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[Laughter]  

Now, I don't know why, but that bit of scheduling reminds me of a story -- [laughter] -- 
which I'll share with you. 

An evangelical minister and a politician arrived at Heaven's gate one day together. And St. 
Peter, after doing all the necessary formalities, took them in hand to show them where their 
quarters would be. And he took them to a small, single room with a bed, a chair, and a 
table and said this was for the clergyman. And the politician was a little worried about what 
might be in store for him. And he couldn't believe it then when St. Peter stopped in front of 
a beautiful mansion with lovely grounds, many servants, and told him that these would be 
his quarters. 

And he couldn't help but ask, he said, "But wait, how -- there's something wrong -- how do 
I get this mansion while that good and holy man only gets a single room?" And St. Peter 
said, "You have to understand how things are up here. We've got thousands and thousands 
of clergy. You're the first politician who ever made it."  

[Laughter] 

But I don't want to contribute to a stereotype.  

[Laughter]  

So, I tell you there are a great many God-fearing, dedicated, noble men and women in 
public life, present company included. And yes, we need your help to keep us ever mindful 
of the ideas and the principles that brought us into the public arena in the first place. The 
basis of those ideals and principles is a commitment to freedom and personal liberty that, 
itself, is grounded in the much deeper realization that freedom prospers only where the 
blessings of God are avidly sought and humbly accepted. 

The American experiment in democracy rests on this insight. Its discovery was the great 
triumph of our Founding Fathers, voiced by William Penn when he said, "If we will not be 
governed by God, we must be governed by tyrants." 

Explaining the inalienable rights of men, Jefferson said, "The God who gave us life, gave us 
liberty at the same time." 

And it was George Washington who said that "of all the dispositions and habits which lead to 
political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports." 

And finally, that shrewdest of all observers of American democracy, Alexis de Tocqueville, 
put it eloquently after he had gone on a search for the secret of America's greatness and 
genius -- and he said, "Not until I went into the churches of America and heard her pulpits 
aflame with righteousness did I understand the greatness and the genius of America. 
America is good. And if America ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be great." 

Well, I'm pleased to be here today with you who are keeping America great by keeping her 
good. Only through your work and prayers and those of millions of others can we hope to 
survive this perilous century and keep alive this experiment in liberty -- this last, best hope 
of man. 
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I want you to know that this administration is motivated by a political philosophy that sees 
the greatness of America in you, her people, and in your families, churches, neighborhoods, 
communities -- the institutions that foster and nourish values like concern for others and 
respect for the rule of law under God. 

Now, I don't have to tell you that this puts us in opposition to, or at least out of step with, a 
prevailing attitude of many who have turned to a modern-day secularism, discarding the 
tried and time-tested values upon which our very civilization is based. No matter how well 
intentioned, their value system is radically different from that of most Americans. And while 
they proclaim that they're freeing us from superstitions of the past, they've taken upon 
themselves the job of superintending us by government rule and regulation. Sometimes 
their voices are louder than ours, but they are not yet a majority. 

An example of that vocal superiority is evident in a controversy now going on in 
Washington. And since I'm involved, I've been waiting to hear from the parents of young 
America. How far are they willing to go in giving to government their prerogatives as 
parents? 

Let me state the case as briefly and simply as I can. An organization of citizens, sincerely 
motivated and deeply concerned about the increase in illegitimate births and abortions 
involving girls well below the age of consent, sometime ago established a nationwide 
network of clinics to offer help to these girls and, hopefully, alleviate this situation. Now, 
again, let me say, I do not fault their intent. However, in their well-intentioned effort, these 
clinics have decided to provide advice and birth control drugs and devices to underage girls 
without the knowledge of their parents. 

For some years now, the federal government has helped with funds to subsidize these 
clinics. In providing for this, the Congress decreed that every effort would be made to 
maximize parental participation. Nevertheless, the drugs and devices are prescribed without 
getting parental consent or giving notification after they've done so. Girls termed "sexually 
active" -- and that has replaced the word "promiscuous" -- are given this help in order to 
prevent illegitimate birth or abortion. 

Well, we have ordered clinics receiving federal funds to notify the parents such help has 
been given. One of the nation's leading newspapers has created the term "squeal rule" in 
editorializing against us for doing this, and we're being criticized for violating the privacy of 
young people. A judge has recently granted an injunction against an enforcement of our 
rule. I've watched TV panel shows discuss this issue, seen columnists pontificating on our 
error, but no one seems to mention morality as playing a part in the subject of sex. 

Is all of Judeo-Christian tradition wrong? Are we to believe that something so sacred can be 
looked upon as a purely physical thing with no potential for emotional and psychological 
harm? And isn't it the parents' right to give counsel and advice to keep their children from 
making mistakes that may affect their entire lives? 

Many of us in government would like to know what parents think about this intrusion in their 
family by government. We're going to fight in the courts. The right of parents and the rights 
of family take precedence over those of Washington-based bureaucrats and social 
engineers. 

But the fight against parental notification is really only one example of many attempts to 
water down traditional values and even abrogate the original terms of American democracy. 
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Freedom prospers when religion is vibrant and the rule of law under God is acknowledged. 
When our Founding Fathers passed the First Amendment, they sought to protect churches 
from government interference. They never intended to construct a wall of hostility between 
government and the concept of religious belief itself. 

The evidence of this permeates our history and our government. The Declaration of 
Independence mentions the Supreme Being no less than four times. "In God We Trust" is 
engraved on our coinage. The Supreme Court opens its proceedings with a religious 
invocation. And the members of Congress open their sessions with a prayer. I just happen 
to believe the schoolchildren of the United States are entitled to the same privileges as 
Supreme Court Justices and Congressmen. 

Last year, I sent the Congress a constitutional amendment to restore prayer to public 
schools. Already this session, there's growing bipartisan support for the amendment, and I 
am calling on the Congress to act speedily to pass it and to let our children pray. 

Perhaps some of you read recently about the Lubbock school case, where a judge actually 
ruled that it was unconstitutional for a school district to give equal treatment to religious 
and nonreligious student groups, even when the group meetings were being held during the 
students' own time. The First Amendment never intended to require government to 
discriminate against religious speech. 

Senators Denton and Hatfield have proposed legislation in the Congress on the whole 
question of prohibiting discrimination against religious forms of student speech. Such 
legislation could go far to restore freedom of religious speech for public school students. And 
I hope the Congress considers these bills quickly. And with your help, I think it's possible we 
could also get the constitutional amendment through the Congress this year. 

More than a decade ago, a Supreme Court decision literally wiped off the books of 50 States 
statutes protecting the rights of unborn children. Abortion on demand now takes the lives of 
up to one and a half million unborn children a year. Human life legislation ending this 
tragedy will some day pass the Congress, and you and I must never rest until it does. 
Unless and until it can be proven that the unborn child is not a living entity, then its right to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness must be protected. 

You may remember that when abortion on demand began, many, and, indeed, I'm sure 
many of you, warned that the practice would lead to a decline in respect for human life, that 
the philosophical premises used to justify abortion on demand would ultimately be used to 
justify other attacks on the sacredness of human life -- infanticide or mercy killing. 
Tragically enough, those warnings proved all too true. Only last year a court permitted the 
death by starvation of a handicapped infant. 

I have directed the Health and Human Services Department to make clear to every health 
care facility in the United States that the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 protects all handicapped 
persons against discrimination based on handicaps, including infants. And we have taken 
the further step of requiring that each and every recipient of Federal funds who provides 
health care services to infants must post and keep posted in a conspicuous place a notice 
stating that "discriminatory failure to feed and care for handicapped infants in this facility is 
prohibited by Federal law." It also lists a 24-hour, toll-free number so that nurses and 
others may report violations in time to save the infant's life. 
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In addition, recent legislation introduced in the Congress by Representative Henry Hyde of 
Illinois not only increases restrictions on publicly financed abortions, it also addresses this 
whole problem of infanticide. I urge the Congress to begin hearings and to adopt legislation 
that will protect the right of life to all children, including the disabled or handicapped. 

Now, I'm sure that you must get discouraged at times, but you've done better than you 
know, perhaps. There's a great spiritual awakening in America, a renewal of the traditional 
values that have been the bedrock of America's goodness and greatness. 

One recent survey by a Washington-based research council concluded that Americans were 
far more religious than the people of other nations; 95 percent of those surveyed expressed 
a belief in God and a huge majority believed the Ten Commandments had real meaning in 
their lives. And another study has found that an overwhelming majority of Americans 
disapprove of adultery, teenage sex, pornography, abortion, and hard drugs. And this same 
study showed a deep reverence for the importance of family ties and religious belief. 

I think the items that we've discussed here today must be a key part of the Nation's political 
agenda. For the first time the Congress is openly and seriously debating and dealing with 
the prayer and abortion issues -- and that's enormous progress right there. I repeat: 
America is in the midst of a spiritual awakening and a moral renewal. And with your Biblical 
keynote, I say today, "Yes, let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing 
stream. 

"Now, obviously, much of this new political and social consensus I've talked about is based 
on a positive view of American history, one that takes pride in our country's 
accomplishments and record. But we must never forget that no government schemes are 
going to perfect man. We know that living in this world means dealing with what 
philosophers would call the phenomenology of evil or, as theologians would put it, the 
doctrine of sin. 

There is sin and evil in the world, and we're enjoined by Scripture and the Lord Jesus to 
oppose it with all our might. Our nation, too, has a legacy of evil with which it must deal. 
The glory of this land has been its capacity for transcending the moral evils of our past. For 
example, the long struggle of minority citizens for equal rights, once a source of disunity 
and civil war, is now a point of pride for all Americans. We must never go back. There is no 
room for racism, anti-Semitism, or other forms of ethnic and racial hatred in this country. 

I know that you've been horrified, as have I, by the resurgence of some hate groups 
preaching bigotry and prejudice. Use the mighty voice of your pulpits and the powerful 
standing of your churches to denounce and isolate these hate groups in our midst. The 
commandment given us is clear and simple: "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself."But 
whatever sad episodes exist in our past, any objective observer must hold a positive view of 
American history, a history that has been the story of hopes fulfilled and dreams made into 
reality. Especially in this century, America has kept alight the torch of freedom, but not just 
for ourselves but for millions of others around the world. 

And this brings me to my final point today. During my first press conference as President, in 
answer to a direct question, I pointed out that, as good Marxist-Leninists, the Soviet leaders 
have openly and publicly declared that the only morality they recognize is that which will 
further their cause, which is world revolution. I think I should point out I was only quoting 
Lenin, their guiding spirit, who said in 1920 that they repudiate all morality that proceeds 
from supernatural ideas -- that's their name for religion -- or ideas that are outside class 
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conceptions. Morality is entirely subordinate to the interests of class war. And everything is 
moral that is necessary for the annihilation of the old, exploiting social order and for uniting 
the proletariat. 

Well, I think the refusal of many influential people to accept this elementary fact of Soviet 
doctrine illustrates an historical reluctance to see totalitarian powers for what they are. We 
saw this phenomenon in the 1930's. We see it too often today.This doesn't mean we should 
isolate ourselves and refuse to seek an understanding with them. I intend to do everything I 
can to persuade them of our peaceful intent, to remind them that it was the West that 
refused to use its nuclear monopoly in the forties and fifties for territorial gain and which 
now proposes 50-percent cut in strategic ballistic missiles and the elimination of an entire 
class of land-based, intermediate-range nuclear missiles. 

At the same time, however, they must be made to understand we will never compromise 
our principles and standards. We will never give away our freedom. We will never abandon 
our belief in God. And we will never stop searching for a genuine peace. But we can assure 
none of these things America stands for through the so-called nuclear freeze solutions 
proposed by some. 

The truth is that a freeze now would be a very dangerous fraud, for that is merely the 
illusion of peace. The reality is that we must find peace through strength. 

I would agree to a freeze if only we could freeze the Soviets' global desires. A freeze at 
current levels of weapons would remove any incentive for the Soviets to negotiate seriously 
in Geneva and virtually end our chances to achieve the major arms reductions which we 
have proposed. Instead, they would achieve their objectives through the freeze. 

A freeze would reward the Soviet Union for its enormous and unparalleled military buildup. 
It would prevent the essential and long overdue modernization of United States and allied 
defenses and would leave our aging forces increasingly vulnerable. And an honest freeze 
would require extensive prior negotiations on the systems and numbers to be limited and on 
the measures to ensure effective verification and compliance. And the kind of a freeze that 
has been suggested would be virtually impossible to verify. Such a major effort would divert 
us completely from our current negotiations on achieving substantial reductions. 

A number of years ago, I heard a young father, a very prominent young man in the 
entertainment world, addressing a tremendous gathering in California. It was during the 
time of the Cold War, and communism and our own way of life were very much on people's 
minds. And he was speaking to that subject. And suddenly, though, I heard him saying, "I 
love my little girls more than anything -- -- "And I said to myself, "Oh, no, don't. You can't -
- don't say that." 

But I had underestimated him. He went on: "I would rather see my little girls die now, still 
believing in God, than have them grow up under communism and one day die no longer 
believing in God." 

There were thousands of young people in that audience. They came to their feet with shouts 
of joy. They had instantly recognized the profound truth in what he had said, with regard to 
the physical and the soul and what was truly important. 

Page 20



7 
 

Yes, let us pray for the salvation of all of those who live in that totalitarian darkness -- pray 
they will discover the joy of knowing God. But until they do, let us be aware that while they 
preach the supremacy of the state, declare its omnipotence over individual man, and predict 
its eventual domination of all peoples on the Earth, they are the focus of evil in the modern 
world. 

It was C.S. Lewis who, in his unforgettable "Screwtape Letters," wrote: "The greatest evil is 
not done now in those sordid 'dens of crime' that Dickens loved to paint. It is not even done 
in concentration camps and labor camps. In those we see its final result. But it is conceived 
and ordered (moved, seconded, carried and minuted) in clear, carpeted, warmed, and well-
lighted offices, by quiet men with white collars and cut fingernails and smooth-shaven 
cheeks who do not need to raise their voice." 

Well, because these "quiet men" do not "raise their voices"; because they sometimes speak 
in soothing tones of brotherhood and peace; because, like other dictators before them, 
they're always making "their final territorial demand," some would have us accept them at 
their word and accommodate ourselves to their aggressive impulses. But if history teaches 
anything, it teaches that simple-minded appeasement or wishful thinking about our 
adversaries is folly. It means the betrayal of our past, the squandering of our freedom. 

So, I urge you to speak out against those who would place the United States in a position of 
military and moral inferiority. You know, I've always believed that old Screwtape reserved 
his best efforts for those of you in the church. So, in your discussions of the nuclear freeze 
proposals, I urge you to beware the temptation of pride -- the temptation of blithely 
declaring yourselves above it all and label both sides equally at fault, to ignore the facts of 
history and the aggressive impulses of an evil empire, to simply call the arms race a giant 
misunderstanding and thereby remove yourself from the struggle between right and wrong 
and good and evil. 

I ask you to resist the attempts of those who would have you withhold your support for our 
efforts, this administration's efforts, to keep America strong and free, while we negotiate 
real and verifiable reductions in the world's nuclear arsenals and one day, with God's help, 
their total elimination. 

While America's military strength is important, let me add here that I've always maintained 
that the struggle now going on for the world will never be decided by bombs or rockets, by 
armies or military might. The real crisis we face today is a spiritual one; at root, it is a test 
of moral will and faith. 

Whittaker Chambers, the man whose own religious conversion made him a witness to one of 
the terrible traumas of our time, the Hiss-Chambers case, wrote that the crisis of the 
Western World exists to the degree in which the West is indifferent to God, the degree to 
which it collaborates in communism's attempt to make man stand alone without God. And 
then he said, for Marxism-Leninism is actually the second oldest faith, first proclaimed in the 
Garden of Eden with the words of temptation, "Ye shall be as gods." 

The Western world can answer this challenge, he wrote, "but only provided that its faith in 
God and the freedom He enjoins is as great as communism's faith in Man." 

I believe we shall rise to the challenge. I believe that communism is another sad, bizarre 
chapter in human history whose last pages even now are being written. I believe this 
because the source of our strength in the quest for human freedom is not material, but 
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spiritual. And because it knows no limitation, it must terrify and ultimately triumph over 
those who would enslave their fellow man. For in the words of Isaiah: "He giveth power to 
the faint; and to them that have no might He increased strength But they that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall 
run, and not be weary." 

Yes, change your world. One of our Founding Fathers, Thomas Paine, said, "We have it 
within our power to begin the world over again." We can do it, doing together what no one 
church could do by itself. 

God bless you, and thank you very much. 
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George W. Bush 
State of the Union Address  

Washington, D.C.  
January 29, 2002 

THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you very much.  Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress, 
distinguished guests, fellow citizens:  As we gather tonight, our nation is at war, our economy is in 
recession, and the civilized world faces unprecedented dangers.  Yet the state of our Union has never 
been stronger.  (Applause.)  

We last met in an hour of shock and suffering.  In four short months, our nation has comforted the victims, 
begun to rebuild New York and the Pentagon, rallied a great coalition, captured, arrested, and rid the 
world of thousands of terrorists, destroyed Afghanistan's terrorist training camps, saved a people from 
starvation, and freed a country from brutal oppression.  (Applause.)  

The American flag flies again over our embassy in Kabul.  Terrorists who once occupied Afghanistan now 
occupy cells at Guantanamo Bay.  (Applause.)  And terrorist leaders who urged followers to sacrifice their 
lives are running for their own.  (Applause.)  

America and Afghanistan are now allies against terror.  We'll be partners in rebuilding that country.  And 
this evening we welcome the distinguished interim leader of a liberated Afghanistan:  Chairman Hamid 
Karzai.  (Applause.)  

The last time we met in this chamber, the mothers and daughters of Afghanistan were captives in their 
own homes, forbidden from working or going to school.  Today women are free, and are part of 
Afghanistan's new government.  And we welcome the new Minister of Women's Affairs, Doctor Sima 
Samar.  (Applause.)  

Our progress is a tribute to the spirit of the Afghan people, to the resolve of our coalition, and to the might 
of the United States military.  (Applause.)  When I called our troops into action, I did so with complete 
confidence in their courage and skill.  And tonight, thanks to them, we are winning the war on terror. 
 (Applause.)  The man and women of our Armed Forces have delivered a message now clear to every 
enemy of the United States:  Even 7,000 miles away, across oceans and continents, on mountaintops 
and in caves -- you will not escape the justice of this nation.  (Applause.)  

For many Americans, these four months have brought sorrow, and pain that will never completely go 
away.  Every day a retired firefighter returns to Ground Zero, to feel closer to his two sons who died there. 
 At a memorial in New York, a little boy left his football with a note for his lost father:  Dear Daddy, please 
take this to heaven.  I don't want to play football until I can play with you again some day.  

Last month, at the grave of her husband, Michael, a CIA officer and Marine who died in Mazur-e-Sharif, 
Shannon Spann said these words of farewell:  "Semper Fi, my love."  Shannon is with us tonight. 
 (Applause.)  

Shannon, I assure you and all who have lost a loved one that our cause is just, and our country will never 
forget the debt we owe Michael and all who gave their lives for freedom.  

Our cause is just, and it continues.  Our discoveries in Afghanistan confirmed our worst fears, and 
showed us the true scope of the task ahead.  We have seen the depth of our enemies' hatred in videos, 
where they laugh about the loss of innocent life.  And the depth of their hatred is equaled by the madness 
of the destruction they design.  We have found diagrams of American nuclear power plants and public 
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water facilities, detailed instructions for making chemical weapons, surveillance maps of American cities, 
and thorough descriptions of landmarks in America and throughout the world.  

What we have found in Afghanistan confirms that, far from ending there, our war against terror is only 
beginning.  Most of the 19 men who hijacked planes on September the 11th were trained in Afghanistan's 
camps, and so were tens of thousands of others.   Thousands of dangerous killers, schooled in the 
methods of murder, often supported by outlaw regimes, are now spread throughout the world like ticking 
time bombs, set to go off without warning.  

Thanks to the work of our law enforcement officials and coalition partners, hundreds of terrorists have 
been arrested.  Yet, tens of thousands of trained terrorists are still at large.  These enemies view the 
entire world as a battlefield, and we must pursue them wherever they are.  (Applause.)  So long as 
training camps operate, so long as nations harbor terrorists, freedom is at risk.  And America and our 
allies must not, and will not, allow it.  (Applause.)  

Our nation will continue to be steadfast and patient and persistent in the pursuit of two great objectives. 
 First, we will shut down terrorist camps, disrupt terrorist plans, and bring terrorists to justice.  And, 
second, we must prevent the terrorists and regimes who seek chemical, biological or nuclear weapons 
from threatening the United States and the world.  (Applause.)  

Our military has put the terror training camps of Afghanistan out of business, yet camps still exist in at 
least a dozen countries.  A terrorist underworld -- including groups like Hamas, Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad, 
Jaish-i-Mohammed -- operates in remote jungles and deserts, and hides in the centers of large cities.  

While the most visible military action is in Afghanistan, America is acting elsewhere.  We now have troops 
in the Philippines, helping to train that country's armed forces to go after terrorist cells that have executed 
an American, and still hold hostages.  Our soldiers, working with the Bosnian government, seized 
terrorists who were plotting to bomb our embassy.  Our Navy is patrolling the coast of Africa to block the 
shipment of weapons and the establishment of terrorist camps in Somalia.  

My hope is that all nations will heed our call, and eliminate the terrorist parasites who threaten their 
countries and our own.  Many nations are acting forcefully.  Pakistan is now cracking down on terror, and 
I admire the strong leadership of President Musharraf.  (Applause.)  

But some governments will be timid in the face of terror.  And make no mistake about it:  If they do not 
act, America will.  (Applause.)  

Our second goal is to prevent regimes that sponsor terror from threatening America or our friends and 
allies with weapons of mass destruction.  Some of these regimes have been pretty quiet since September 
the 11th.  But we know their true nature.  North Korea is a regime arming with missiles and weapons of 
mass destruction, while starving its citizens.  

Iran aggressively pursues these weapons and exports terror, while an unelected few repress the Iranian 
people's hope for freedom.  

Iraq continues to flaunt its hostility toward America and to support terror.  The Iraqi regime has plotted to 
develop anthrax, and nerve gas, and nuclear weapons for over a decade.  This is a regime that has 
already used poison gas to murder thousands of its own citizens -- leaving the bodies of mothers huddled 
over their dead children.  This is a regime that agreed to international inspections -- then kicked out the 
inspectors. This is a regime that has something to hide from the civilized world.  

States like these, and their terrorist allies, constitute an axis of evil, arming to threaten the peace of the 
world.  By seeking weapons of mass destruction, these regimes pose a grave and growing danger.  They 
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could provide these arms to terrorists, giving them the means to match their hatred.  They could attack 
our allies or attempt to blackmail the United States.  In any of these cases, the price of indifference would 
be catastrophic.  

We will work closely with our coalition to deny terrorists and their state sponsors the materials, 
technology, and expertise to make and deliver weapons of mass destruction.  We will develop and deploy 
effective missile defenses to protect America and our allies from sudden attack.  (Applause.) And all 
nations should know:  America will do what is necessary to ensure our nation's security.  

We'll be deliberate, yet time is not on our side.  I will not wait on events, while dangers gather.  I will not 
stand by, as peril draws closer and closer.  The United States of America will not permit the world's most 
dangerous regimes to threaten us with the world's most destructive weapons.  (Applause.)  

Our war on terror is well begun, but it is only begun.  This campaign may not be finished on our watch -- 
yet it must be and it will be waged on our watch.  

We can't stop short.  If we stop now -- leaving terror camps intact and terror states unchecked -- our 
sense of security would be false and temporary.  History has called America and our allies to action, and 
it is both our responsibility and our privilege to fight freedom's fight.  (Applause.)  

Our first priority must always be the security of our nation, and that will be reflected in the budget I send to 
Congress.  My budget supports three great goals for America:  We will win this war; we'll protect our 
homeland; and we will revive our economy.  

September the 11th brought out the best in America, and the best in this Congress.  And I join the 
American people in applauding your unity and resolve.  (Applause.)  Now Americans deserve to have this 
same spirit directed toward addressing problems here at home.  I'm a proud member of my party -- yet as 
we act to win the war, protect our people, and create jobs in America, we must act, first and foremost, not 
as Republicans, not as Democrats, but as Americans.  (Applause.)  

It costs a lot to fight this war.  We have spent more than a billion dollars a month -- over $30 million a day 
-- and we must be prepared for future operations.  Afghanistan proved that expensive precision weapons 
defeat the enemy and spare innocent lives, and we need more of them.  We need to replace aging 
aircraft and make our military more agile, to put our troops anywhere in the world quickly and safely.  Our 
men and women in uniform deserve the best weapons, the best equipment, the best training -- and they 
also deserve another pay raise.  (Applause.)  

My budget includes the largest increase in defense spending in two decades -- because while the price of 
freedom and security is high, it is never too high.  Whatever it costs to defend our country, we will pay. 
 (Applause.)  

The next priority of my budget is to do everything possible to protect our citizens and strengthen our 
nation against the ongoing threat of another attack.  Time and distance from the events of September the 
11th will not make us safer unless we act on its lessons.  America is no longer protected by vast oceans. 
 We are protected from attack only by vigorous action abroad, and increased vigilance at home.  

My budget nearly doubles funding for a sustained strategy of homeland security, focused on four key 
areas:  bioterrorism, emergency response, airport and border security, and improved intelligence.  We will 
develop vaccines to fight anthrax and other deadly diseases.  We'll increase funding to help states and 
communities train and equip our heroic police and firefighters.  (Applause.)  We will improve intelligence 
collection and sharing, expand patrols at our borders, strengthen the security of air travel, and use 
technology to track the arrivals and departures of visitors to the United States.  (Applause.)  
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Homeland security will make America not only stronger, but, in many ways, better.  Knowledge gained 
from bioterrorism research will improve public health.  Stronger police and fire departments will mean 
safer neighborhoods.  Stricter border enforcement will help combat illegal drugs.  (Applause.)  And as 
government works to better secure our homeland, America will continue to depend on the eyes and ears 
of alert citizens.  

A few days before Christmas, an airline flight attendant spotted a passenger lighting a match.  The crew 
and passengers quickly subdued the man, who had been trained by al Qaeda and was armed with 
explosives.  The people on that plane were alert and, as a result, likely saved nearly 200 lives.  And 
tonight we welcome and thank flight attendants Hermis Moutardier and Christina Jones.  (Applause.)  

Once we have funded our national security and our homeland security, the final great priority of my 
budget is economic security for the American people.  (Applause.)  To achieve these great national 
objectives -- to win the war, protect the homeland, and revitalize our economy -- our budget will run a 
deficit that will be small and short-term, so long as Congress restrains spending and acts in a fiscally 
responsible manner.  (Applause.) We have clear priorities and we must act at home with the same 
purpose and resolve we have shown overseas:  We'll prevail in the war, and we will defeat this recession. 
 (Applause.)  

Americans who have lost their jobs need our help and I support extending unemployment benefits and 
direct assistance for health care coverage.  (Applause.)  Yet, American workers want more than 
unemployment checks -- they want a steady paycheck.  (Applause.)  When America works, America 
prospers, so my economic security plan can be summed up in one word:  jobs.  (Applause.)  

Good jobs begin with good schools, and here we've made a fine start.  (Applause.)  Republicans and 
Democrats worked together to achieve historic education reform so that no child is left behind.  I was 
proud to work with members of both parties:  Chairman John Boehner and Congressman George Miller. 
 (Applause.)  Senator Judd Gregg.  (Applause.)  And I was so proud of our work, I even had nice things to 
say about my friend, Ted Kennedy. (Laughter and applause.)  I know the folks at the Crawford coffee 
shop couldn't believe I'd say such a thing -- (laughter) -- but our work on this bill shows what is possible if 
we set aside posturing and focus on results.  (Applause.)  

There is more to do.  We need to prepare our children to read and succeed in school with improved Head 
Start and early childhood development programs.  (Applause.)  We must upgrade our teacher colleges 
and teacher training and launch a major recruiting drive with a great goal for America:  a quality teacher in 
every classroom.  (Applause.)  

Good jobs also depend on reliable and affordable energy.  This Congress must act to encourage 
conservation, promote technology, build infrastructure, and it must act to increase energy production at 
home so America is less dependent on foreign oil.  (Applause.)  

Good jobs depend on expanded trade.  Selling into new markets creates new jobs, so I ask Congress to 
finally approve trade promotion authority.  (Applause.)  On these two key issues, trade and energy, the 
House of Representatives has acted to create jobs, and I urge the Senate to pass this legislation. 
 (Applause.)  

Good jobs depend on sound tax policy.  (Applause.)  Last year, some in this hall thought my tax relief 
plan was too small; some thought it was too big.  (Applause.)  But when the checks arrived in the mail, 
most Americans thought tax relief was just about right.  (Applause.)  Congress listened to the people and 
responded by reducing tax rates, doubling the child credit, and ending the death tax.  For the sake of 
long-term growth and to help Americans plan for the future, let's make these tax cuts permanent. 
 (Applause.)  
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The way out of this recession, the way to create jobs, is to grow the economy by encouraging investment 
in factories and equipment, and by speeding up tax relief so people have more money to spend.  For the 
sake of American workers, let's pass a stimulus package.  (Applause.)  

Good jobs must be the aim of welfare reform.  As we reauthorize these important reforms, we must 
always remember the goal is to reduce dependency on government and offer every American the dignity 
of a job.  (Applause.)  

Americans know economic security can vanish in an instant without health security.  I ask Congress to 
join me this year to enact a patients' bill of rights -- (applause) -- to give uninsured workers credits to help 
buy health coverage -- (applause) -- to approve an historic increase in the spending for veterans' health -- 
(applause) -- and to give seniors a sound and modern Medicare system that includes coverage for 
prescription drugs.  (Applause.)  

A good job should lead to security in retirement.  I ask Congress to enact new safeguards for 401K and 
pension plans.  (Applause.)  Employees who have worked hard and saved all their lives should not have 
to risk losing everything if their company fails.  (Applause.)  Through stricter accounting standards and 
tougher disclosure requirements, corporate America must be made more accountable to employees and 
shareholders and held to the highest standards of conduct.  (Applause.)  

Retirement security also depends upon keeping the commitments of Social Security, and we will.  We 
must make Social Security financially stable and allow personal retirement accounts for younger workers 
who choose them.  (Applause.)  

Members, you and I will work together in the months ahead on other issues:  productive farm policy -- 
(applause) -- a cleaner environment -- (applause) -- broader home ownership, especially among 
minorities -- (applause) -- and ways to encourage the good work of charities and faith-based groups. 
 (Applause.)  I ask you to join me on these important domestic issues in the same spirit of cooperation 
we've applied to our war against terrorism.  (Applause.)  

During these last few months, I've been humbled and privileged to see the true character of this country in 
a time of testing.  Our enemies believed America was weak and materialistic, that we would splinter in 
fear and selfishness.  They were as wrong as they are evil.  (Applause.)  

The American people have responded magnificently, with courage and compassion, strength and resolve. 
 As I have met the heroes, hugged the families, and looked into the tired faces of rescuers, I have stood 
in awe of the American people.  

And I hope you will join me -- I hope you will join me in expressing thanks to one American for the 
strength and calm and comfort she brings to our nation in crisis, our First Lady, Laura Bush.  (Applause.)  

None of us would ever wish the evil that was done on September the 11th.  Yet after America was 
attacked, it was as if our entire country looked into a mirror and saw our better selves.  We were reminded 
that we are citizens, with obligations to each other, to our country, and to history.  We began to think less 
of the goods we can accumulate, and more about the good we can do.  

For too long our culture has said, "If it feels good, do it."  Now America is embracing a new ethic and a 
new creed: "Let's roll." (Applause.) In the sacrifice of soldiers, the fierce brotherhood of firefighters, and 
the bravery and generosity of ordinary citizens, we have glimpsed what a new culture of responsibility 
could look like.  We want to be a nation that serves goals larger than self.  We've been offered a unique 
opportunity, and we must not let this moment pass.  (Applause.)  
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My call tonight is for every American to commit at least two years -- 4,000 hours over the rest of your 
lifetime -- to the service of your neighbors and your nation.  (Applause.)  Many are already serving, and I 
thank you.  If you aren't sure how to help, I've got a good place to start.  To sustain and extend the best 
that has emerged in America, I invite you to join the new USA Freedom Corps.  The Freedom Corps will 
focus on three areas of need:  responding in case of crisis at home; rebuilding our communities; and 
extending American compassion throughout the world.  

One purpose of the USA Freedom Corps will be homeland security. America needs retired doctors and 
nurses who can be mobilized in major emergencies; volunteers to help police and fire departments; 
transportation and utility workers well-trained in spotting danger.  

Our country also needs citizens working to rebuild our communities.  We need mentors to love children, 
especially children whose parents are in prison.  And we need more talented teachers in troubled 
schools.  USA Freedom Corps will expand and improve the good efforts of AmeriCorps and Senior Corps 
to recruit more than 200,000 new volunteers.  

And America needs citizens to extend the compassion of our country to every part of the world.  So we 
will renew the promise of the Peace Corps, double its volunteers over the next five years -- (applause) -- 
and ask it to join a new effort to encourage development and education and opportunity in the Islamic 
world.  (Applause.)  

This time of adversity offers a unique moment of opportunity -- a moment we must seize to change our 
culture.  Through the gathering momentum of millions of acts of service and decency and kindness, I 
know we can overcome evil with greater good.  (Applause.)  And we have a great opportunity during this 
time of war to lead the world toward the values that will bring lasting peace.  

All fathers and mothers, in all societies, want their children to be educated, and live free from poverty and 
violence.  No people on Earth yearn to be oppressed, or aspire to servitude, or eagerly await the midnight 
knock of the secret police.  

If anyone doubts this, let them look to Afghanistan, where the Islamic "street" greeted the fall of tyranny 
with song and celebration.  Let the skeptics look to Islam's own rich history, with its centuries of learning, 
and tolerance and progress. America will lead by defending liberty and justice because they are right and 
true and unchanging for all people everywhere.  (Applause.)  

No nation owns these aspirations, and no nation is exempt from them.  We have no intention of imposing 
our culture.  But America will always stand firm for the non-negotiable demands of human dignity:  the 
rule of law; limits on the power of the state; respect for women; private property; free speech; equal 
justice; and religious tolerance.  (Applause.)  

America will take the side of brave men and women who advocate these values around the world, 
including the Islamic world, because we have a greater objective than eliminating threats and containing 
resentment.  We seek a just and peaceful world beyond the war on terror.  

In this moment of opportunity, a common danger is erasing old rivalries.  America is working with Russia 
and China and India, in ways we have never before, to achieve peace and prosperity.  In every region, 
free markets and free trade and free societies are proving their power to lift lives.  Together with friends 
and allies from Europe to Asia, and Africa to Latin America, we will demonstrate that the forces of terror 
cannot stop the momentum of freedom.  (Applause.)  

The last time I spoke here, I expressed the hope that life would return to normal.  In some ways, it has.  In 
others, it never will.  Those of us who have lived through these challenging times have been changed by 
them.  We've come to know truths that we will never question:  evil is real, and it must be opposed. 
 (Applause.)  Beyond all differences of race or creed, we are one country, mourning together and facing 
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danger together.  Deep in the American character, there is honor, and it is stronger than cynicism.  And 
many have discovered again that even in tragedy -- especially in tragedy -- God is near.  (Applause.)  

In a single instant, we realized that this will be a decisive decade in the history of liberty, that we've been 
called to a unique role in human events.  Rarely has the world faced a choice more clear or 
consequential.  

Our enemies send other people's children on missions of suicide and murder.  They embrace tyranny and 
death as a cause and a creed.  We stand for a different choice, made long ago, on the day of our 
founding.  We affirm it again today.  We choose freedom and the dignity of every life. (Applause.)  

Steadfast in our purpose, we now press on.  We have known freedom's price.  We have shown freedom's 
power.  And in this great conflict, my fellow Americans, we will see freedom's victory.  

Thank you all.  May God bless.  (Applause.)  

END          10:03 P.M. EST  
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