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Around the World: Abroad Highlights
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Recapping Semesters Spent Around the World

By Courtney MacDonald ’26

A staple piece of the Gabelli 
Presidential Scholarship Pro-
gram at Boston College is the 
emphasis on developing a 
group of people who are not just 
present in their own communi-
ties, but are willing to go out 
of their comfort zones, and im-
merse themselves in an entirely 
different country, culture, and 
overall lifestyle. This aspect of 
a sense of global community is 
made available to scholars their 
junior year, where they are able 
to take advantage of Boston 
College’s rich foreign connec-
tions facilitated by the BC Of-
fice of Global Education. 

This past year, we had mul-
tiple Scholars go to a variety of 
different places, ranging from 
pure curiosity-based desire for 
adventure, to wanting to de-
velop a deeper insight on their 
studies through a different cul-
tural lens. Izzy Jones ’23 ended 
up studying in Quito, Ecuador 
at Universidad San Francisco 
de Quito. Jones chose Quito af-
ter hearing information passed 

down from older students, as 
well as a result of her desire to 
experience life in a Spanish-
speaking country. Another stu-
dent, Lauren Gillet ’23, chose 
to study at the University of 
Copenhagen in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. Gillet had a curios-
ity for Scandinavian culture, 
but also wanted to go to one of 
the less BC-student-populated 
destinations: “[Being one of the 
few students in Copenhagen] 
meant I’d really be pushed to 
meet new people and not just 
stay in my comfort zone of BC 
students, so I got to meet a lot 
of incredible exchange students 
from different countries.”  

Of course, the transition 
to a new country is bound to 
be an adjustment. All Schol-
ars briefly touched on the im-
mense cultural and environ-
mental shock present in their 
chosen destinations. But in the 
end, the experiences paid off. 
Each Scholar had their own 
unique educational experiences 
abroad, whether it be learning 
something new, or simply ex-
panding on their current knowl-

edge. Jones had background in-
terest and experience in public 
health, so she chose to work as 
a research assistant for Dr. Ivan 
Palacios at the USFQ medical 
school. She also worked on a 
project in Checa on self-testing 
for HPV, which included mak-
ing training videos in Spanish 
and recruiting local women to 
work on the project. Jones says, 
“Getting to visit the clinic and 
do this hands-on work was very 
informative and allowed me 
to connect what I had learned 
in the classroom to lived ex-
periences.” This work allowed 
Jones to expand on her interest 
in public health and develop 
a new angle of understanding 
and perspective on the field.

Gillet had a similar experi-
ence, but in a different area of 
study. Gillet is an economics 
major here at Boston College. 
She wanted to analyze the dif-
ferences between the economic 
systems in the United States 
versus Denmark. “Denmark 
has one of the highest standards 
of living and is known as one 
of the happiest countries, and 

so I was curious about how 
the Danish welfare system 
played out in everyday life,” 
Gillet said. In Gillet’s experi-
ence, most of her lessons on 
Danish economics came from 
the classes she took at the Uni-
versity of Copenhagen, which 
were designed specifically for 
international students. Gillet 
describes how these interna-
tional-based classes created the 
environment to compare the 
economics of many different 
countries beyond Denmark. 

The lessons learned and 
memories made through study 
abroad will hold special places 
in the Scholars’ hearts as they 
move forward with a fresh per-
spective on a different culture 
and way of life. “I left with 
lots of travel memories, funny 
stories, and a desire to return 
soon!” Jones remarked. As 
GPSP continues on, it will con-
tinue to cultivate these unique 
abroad experiences for many 
BC students, producing well-
rounded individuals open and 
willing to new opportunities. 

More highlights abroad, from the top of a castle in Portugal to the top of a volcano in Ecuador
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Class of 2025 Complete PULSE Placements
By Jason Adhinarta ’25

Presidential Scholars pride them-
selves in forming tight-knit communities 
which transcend academic boundaries. 
The PULSE program which took place 
over the 2022 summer allowed the class 
of 2025 to form meaningful relationships 
that extend well beyond the confines of 
Tuesday night Devlin hall gatherings. 

Sharing a living space in Greycliffe 
hall, allowed us to understand each other’s 
lifestyles and have interesting intercultural 
conversations. Ai-Kee Cheung (MCAS) 
remarked “it was such a great atmosphere 
to be in everyday”. Oftentimes, these ex-
changes offered great ways for the class 
to mature and become more aware of the 
global cultures that exist within the Pro-
gram. For instance, for the dinner the stu-
dents hosted for Kathy, Jennie, and Sarah, 
the students organized a three-course meal 
that consisted of dishes from the different 
cultures represented in the Program. 

For appetizers, Maggie Hynes (MCAS) 
prepared a serving of bruschetta which res-

onated with many of the students of Italian 
descent. For the main course, Julian Castro 
(CSOM) prepared a sancocho antioque-
no, a Colombian dish that his mother and 
grandmother would prepare during festive 
occasions. And for dessert, the students 
cut into Kathy’s cake which had a satirical 
decoration directed at the amount of times 
the fire alarms went off during the Schol-
ars’ stay. Overall, the meal was a great 
time and it laid the groundwork for an en-
vironment that welcomed an exchange of 
cultures within everyone in the class. 

Anisha Kundu (CSOM) and Sancia Se-
hdev (MCAS) also prepared some tradition-
al Indian dishes, such as curry, and would 
often offer a taste to everyone that passed 
by the kitchen. Julian had the pleasure of 
trying their egg curry; which he said was 
amazing. Additionally, I would dare people 
to eat century-old eggs, a Chinese-delicacy 
that was often a source of fear in the Grey-
cliffe kitchen. Julian states that these inter-
actions showed him “that this program was 
truly a mixture of twenty-three extreme-
ly unique and diverse individuals.” 

The service we did enabled us to bet-
ter grasp the social problems that under-
privileged communities face. As part of the 
Missing Them project, we had interviewed 
NYC locals about how COVID has tremen-
dously impacted their family’s lives. We 
were assigned to various community part-
ners in Boston, to tackle problems such as 
clothing and food insecurity. In our class, 
we discussed problems such as legal ra-
cial discrimination and the inequalities in 
education. Steven Roche (MCAS) shared 
a similar sentiment, “PULSE changed 
my perspective on how I can be an active 
agent of change in a world of injustice.”

The lessons we learned after PULSE 
continued after the summer. A few students 
have continued to serve at Haley House 
through the semester. Jake Ottiger (CSOM) 
has decided to follow up on the Innocence 
Project which aims to absolve those who 
are wrongfully convicted. Moreover, the 
class of 2025 is planning to tackle the prob-
lem of clothing insecurity in Boston for 
their Sophomore Social Justice Project. 

The sophomore scholars enjoy some quality downtime after volunteering at their Summer PULSE placements
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By Hector Tyser ’25

Last year I took Professor Bailey’s 
course, Introduction to Modern Politics 
in which a significant portion of the class 
was dedicated to the war in Ukraine. As 
an international student from London, 
living in Boston, I initially felt far re-
moved from the topic, despite my inter-
est; I felt like an outsider looking in on 
what it must have felt like for Russian 
and Ukrainian people as war broke out. 
The spring semester eventually came to 
a close and I was proud to have finished 
the majority of Prof. Bailey’s long reading 
list, but I still wanted to know more. 

Following my time in summer PULSE, 
I flew back to London and was met with 
large posters welcoming and advising 
Ukrainian refugees as to what to do when 
they arrived. This got me thinking. A quick 
Google search of the flight time between 
Heathrow and Rzeszów airport in eastern 
Poland — the public airport via which the 
UN delivers weapons to Ukraine - was 
only ninety minutes (shorter than the flight 
time between Boston and Miami!). 

After more digging down Google’s rab-
bit holes re, I found Siobhan’s Trust — the 
charity for which I would later work. My 
mind was made. I was going to Ukraine. 
Of course, this decision was not going to 
be popular with my parents, especially my 
mother. My brother, Caspar, helpfully re-
minded me of the cliche ‘don’t ask for per-
mission, ask for forgiveness’ a mantra which 
unfortunately for our parents was often put 

into practice throughout our childhood. So, 
a few days later flights were booked and 
we were on our way to what my mother 
believed was a cultural trip to Krakow.

Upon descending into Rzeszów, I was 
immediately struck by the anti-missile 
weaponry on the runway, making it clear 
that even though we were still in Poland 
tension in and around the area was going 
to be high. Caspar and I made it through 
customs and left the airport in a safe 
car provided by the charity which took 
us directly to Medyka, the town on the 
Ukraine-Poland border. Whilst in the car, 
we were instructed to take out our sim 
cards because Russia was tracking western 
phones, and if there were too many spot-
ted in a particular location, they would 
take action. Our driver also gave specific 
instructions on how to behave when cross-
ing no-man’s land as well as how to safely 
get from the Ukrainian side of the border 
to Lviv, where we would be based. 

As Caspar and I made our way to cus-
toms on foot, it was immediately clear we 
were moving against the tide, as the line to 
get back into Poland tailed hundreds of me-
ters, while we simply walked through with 
no wait. Walking through no-man’s land 
was a very eerie experience, but not as over-
whelming as simply standing on the Ukrai-
nian side. Once through customs, it became 
apparent that no one could understand our 
language, and we struggled to understand 
the value of the Ukrainian currency, as 
1USD is roughly equivalent to 37 Ukrai-

nian hryvnias. This certainly complicated 
things when trying to negotiate taxi prices, 
among other things, and our passports be-
came our most valuable possessions.

The drive from Medyka to Lviv was 
long and intimidating as the driver pointed 
out, in broken English, the locations that 
had been hit by Russian strikes, including 
the main train station in Lviv. However, 
as soon as we arrived at our hotel things 
began to feel more normal. Yes, air raid 
sirens went off an average of four times 
per day, but people were used it and had 
come to the realization that if you went to 
a shelter for each siren there would simply 
be no time left in the day to get anything 
done — an idea that struck me as an in-
teresting blend of dystopian normalcy.

The first evening, we had dinner with 
the other volunteers to discuss what we 
would be doing the next day as well as 
general introductions among the group. 
I was amazed by how much gossip there 
was amongst the volunteers, mostly all 
single and ranging in age from twenty to 
thirty-five. It seemed as though war had 
intensified everyone’s emotions, motivat-
ing them as well as blurring the lines be-
tween co-workers, friends and partners.

Over the next period we traveled with 
the charity around Lviv visiting orphan-
ages, rehab centers and shelters. One par-
ticular conversation at the orphanage we 
visited stood out from the others: a nine-
teen year old girl (my age) from the Donbas 
region had been relocated to the orphanage 
in Lviv, while both of her parents had suf-
fered significant traumas and been hospi-
talized in the eastern part of the country. 

She had been planning to go to univer-
sity next year but told me that it seemed 
like an unrealistic dream. I found this par-
ticularly striking because of how difficult 
it was for me to reconcile her experience 
with my own: that in a matter of weeks I 
would be returning to Chestnut Hill as a 
Presidential Scholar and there was noth-
ing I could do to improve her situation. 
So, if I brought anything back from my 
time with the Siobhan Trust in Lviv, it 
would be to make the most of each mo-
ment and always seek to dig deeper be-
yond what may appear on the surface.

A Scholar’s Account from Ukraine
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Hector prepares food for a gathering crowd
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Class of 2023 Completes Summer Internships

By Sarah You ’26

As the COVID-19 pandemic eased 
during the summer of 2022, the GPSP 
class of 2023 traveled across the globe 
to explore their interests and bring what 
they learned back to Boston College. Re-
searching Parkinson’s disease, shadow-
ing at a dental clinic, working with the 
branding and design elements of various 
concerts at the Pasadena Symphony and 
Pops, and interning as an analyst at Bank 
of America are just a few highlights of 
the internships they participated in. 

Molly Binder ’23, majoring in Ap-
plied Psychology, spent her summer at 
a treatment program based out of Judge 
Baker Children’s center for children diag-
nosed with ADHD. The program runs for 
six weeks and provides evidence-based 
interventions for kids with behavioral or 
mental health challenges. After a week of 
training, Binder was assigned to a group 
of fourteen boys, from ages five to nine, 
as the undergraduate counselor for the 
program. She provided treatment to kids 
through traditional camp activities, and 
coaching different sports skills. “[This in-
ternship] offered a unique opportunity to 

engage with a clinical population as an un-
dergraduate psychology student, which is 
a rare experience to have,” said Binder. 

Rishi Srinivasan ’23, majoring in Neu-
roscience on a pre-med track, traveled to 
Transkei, South Africa, and Istanbul, Tur-
key, for his summer. First interning at the 
Zithulele Research Center and Hospital, 
Srinivasan and his mentor traveled with 
an X-Ray van to homes and local clinics 
in Transkei and helped with the process of 
documenting results of tuberculosis/HIV. 
Aside from his work, he also had the oppor-
tunity to work on tuberculosis research in 
AA&D in Durban, South Africa, primarily 
with homeless individuals helping out with 
administrative and logistical tasks at 

the homeless hospital clinic. Srinivasan 
also interned at the Victoria Hospital in Ca-
petown, South Africa, where he primarily 
shadowed a pediatric doctor and learned 
more about how tuberculosis affects the 
pediatric population of South Africa. 
Srinivasan said, “this entire experience in 
South Africa was one of the most memo-
rable and impactful ones of my life… 
Here I had the opportunity to not only par-
ticipate in rewarding work, but also truly 
become a part of a rich community.” 

Connor Roukey ’23, majoring in Ac-
counting and Philosophy, is interested in a 
potential future vocation as a parish priest. 
He interned with the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton/St. Mary of the Assumption Parish. 
“I am confident that this internship will 
prove beneficial for my future studies and 
career,” Roukey remarked. He spent most 
of his internship at St. Mary of the As-
sumption Parish in Brookline, MA, and 
occasionally assisted with special projects 
and events at the Archdiocesan Central 
Ministries/Cardinal’s Office and Office of 
the West Regional Bishop. Roukey set up 
for Mass, coordinated volunteer schedules, 
and helped the Pastor with specific tasks. 
He also coordinated many major litur-
gies at the parish and assisted in organiz-
ing parish social events such as their an-
nual cookout and young adult barbecue.

These experiences were just a small 
sample of the fantastic and fulfilling ex-
perience the Class of 2023 had during the 
past summer. Despite the different loca-
tions and positions, each Scholar experi-
enced, they all came out more certain of 
what they wanted to do in the future.

Senior Rishi Srinivasan goes bungee jumping while “interning” in South Africa
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Welcome GPSP Class of 2026!

Caroline Ahn
Fulton, MD

Lauren Heinzelman
Bainbridge Island, WA

Jared Aimone
Long Beach, CA

Evan Dao
Randolph, MA

Samiksh Jain
Mumbai, India

Martin Kentas
New York, NY

Courtney McDonald
Salinas, CA

Sarah You
Wuhan, China

  Photo: Justin Knight

Garret Eichlin
Oak Ridge, NC

Amelia Gaffney
E. Greenwich, RI

Joshua Gorniak
Parlin, NJ



GPSP Alumni:

 Join our GPSP Facebook & LinkedIn 
Groups!

Alumni Announcements

Chris Scullin ’10 and his wife Nicole welcomed 
Rowan Robert Scullin on October 10. Brother Rory 
(~2.25 yrs old) is excited to share his trucks. They 
also moved after 10 years in Boston to Larkspur, CA 
in the SF Bay Area in June, returning to their home 
state of CA 

Nadya Muchoney ’13 completed her PhD in 
Ecology, Evolution, and Conservation Biology at the 
University of Nevada, Reno in May 2022 and is now 
working as a Postdoctoral Scholar within UNR’s 
Department of Biology

Rachel Newmiller ’13 was Promoted to Senior 
Project Manager, Genomic Center for Infectious 
Diseases at the Broad Institute of MIT & Harvard in 
July 2022

Dielle Lundberg ’16  was a collaborator on a multi-
media art installation called “Aftermath” exploring 
the global health impacts of textile waste that was 
exhibited at the Smithsonian National Museum of 
American History

Cole Tamburri ’20 received his M.S. in 
Astrophysical and Planetary Science from the 
University of Colorado, Boulder, and advanced to a 
Ph.D. candidacy
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