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Ministry is most effec ve when it is mindful of its social and cultural se ng.  This course helps 
students recognize the cultural influences in their se ngs and the developmental capaci es of 
youth and young adults.  It also asks them to think theologically about their hopes for this age 
demographic.  By using cultural analysis, developmental theory, and theological reflec on this 
course inves gates how best to understand and minister to youth and young adults.  It 
suggests mentoring communi es as a ministerial framework; they are se ngs wherein robust 
rela onships may form and communi es can ar culate and embody faithfulness.  

P ‐C  W  
Read: Young Catholic America: Emerging Adults In, Out of, and Gone from the 
Church. Especially chapters 1, 3, And  4.  
Write: Short paper (3 pages/750‐1000 words) due first day of class: The Religious Landscape 
(20% of final grade) 
Looking to NSYR study reported on in Young Catholic America, choose one idea or finding you 
find helpful to make sense of your context of ministry.  
     ‐ Name one insight or perspec ve from the study that helps you make sense of dynamics      

affec ng your se ng. 
     ‐ Analyze your se ng in light of that insight(s). 
     ‐ Suggest how this insight might help you understand or approach your ministry in your 

se ng.  

R  R  
Parks, Sharon Daloz.  Big Ques ons, Worthy Dreams: Mentoring Emerging Adults in Their 
 Search for Meaning, Purpose, and Faith.  San Francisco:  Jossey‐Bass, 2011.  Earlier 
 2000 edi on also acceptable. 

Edie, Fred P. Book, Bath, Table, and Time: Chris an Worship as Source and Resource for Youth 
 Ministry.  Cleveland, OH:  The Pilgrim Press, 2007. 

Smith, Chris an, Kyle Longest, Jonathan Hill, and Kari Christoffersen. Young Catholic America: 
 Emerging Adults In, Out of, and Gone from the Church.  New York:  Oxford University 
 Press, 2013. 

All other reading available on Canvas. 
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