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2016. 
The structure of morality, Neuroimaging & Neuropsychology group, VA Boston, Boston, MA, December 
2015. 
The structure of morality, The Institute of Cognitive and Brain Sciences, UC Berkeley, Berkeley, CA, 
November 2015. 
The structure of morality, Working group in political psychology, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 
November 2015. 
Changing moral minds, May Institute Professional Continuing Education Series, Randolph, MA, June 
2015. 
Changing moral minds, The Winsor School Alumnae Program, Boston, MA, May 2015. 
Changing moral minds, Boston College Alumni Education Program, Chestnut Hill, MA, May 2015. 
Uniquely moral cognition, University of Michigan “Moral Learning” workshop, Ann Arbor, MI, May 
2015. 
Mind, Brain & Morality, Duke Institute for Brain Sciences and Duke University Center for 
Cognitive Neuroscience, Durham, NC, May 2015. 
Moral cognition: On high and on the ground. Social Psychology Talk Series, Northeastern University, 
Boston, MA, November 2013. 
Moral cognition and environmental attitudes. Annual meeting of the Psychonomic Society, 
Toronto, ON, Canada, November 2013. 
Moral cognition: On high and on the ground. Harvard Society for Mind, Brain, and Behavior, Harvard 
University, Cambridge, MA, November 2013. 
Moral cognition: On high and on the ground. Princeton-Penn-Rutgers Seminar, New Brunswick, NJ, 
October 2013. 
Moral cognition: On high and on the ground. Ecole Normale Superieure, Paris, France, 
September 2013. 
Moral cognition: On high and on the ground. Workshop on decision-making, Wharton School, 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, June 2013. 
Moral cognition: On high and on the ground. Developmental Psychology Talk Series, 
Psychology Department, UMass Amherst, Amherst, MA, April 2013. 
Moral cognition: On high and on the ground. Social Psychology Research Workshop, Harvard 
University, Cambridge, MA, February 2013. 
Moral cognition: On high and on the ground. Judgment and Decision-Making Pre-Conference, SPSP, 
New Orleans, LA, January 2013. 
Moral cognition: On high and on the ground. Morality and Justice Pre-Conference, SPSP, New 
Orleans, LA, January 2013. 
When the mind matters for morality. Harvard Social Brain Sciences Symposium, Cambridge, MA, 
December 2012. 
When the mind matters for morality. Society for Experimental Social Psychology, Austin, TX, October, 
2012. 
When the mind matters for morality. Conference on Normative Ethics, Oxford, England, July, 2012. 
When the mind matters for morality. International Workshop on “The Evolution of Morality: The 
Biology and Philosophy of Human Conscience”. International School of Ethology, at the “Ettore 
Majorana" Centre for Scientific Culture. Erice, Sicily, Italy, June, 2012. 



When the mind matters for morality. Social and Affective Neuroscience Symposium at Human 
Brain Mapping, Beijing, China, June 2012. 
When the mind matters for morality. Center for Depression, Anxiety, and Stress Research, 
McLean Hospital, Harvard Medical School, Belmont, MA, May, 2012. 
How the Brain Makes Up the Moral Mind. Big Ideas for Busy People, Cambridge Science 
Festival, Cambridge, MA, April 2012. 
When the mind matters for morality. NYU Center for Bioethics, New York University, New York, NY, 
March 2012. 
When the mind matters for morality. BC Law School Faculty Colloquium, Newton, MA, January 2012. 
When the mind matters for morality. Mind Perception Pre-Conference, SPSP, San Diego, CA, January 
2012. 
Mental State Representations for Moral Judgment. The NeuroCog Collective, Nosara, Costa Rica, 
January, 2012. 
When the mind matters for morality. Metro Experimental Research Group, New York University, NY, 
New York, December, 2011. 
When the mind matters for morality. Early Career Award Address at Society for Social Neuroscience, 
Washington, DC, November, 2011. 
When the mind matters for morality. TEDx, Utrecht, the Netherlands, November, 2011. 
When the mind matters for morality. Washington University in St. Louis, St. Louis, MO, October, 2011. 
When the mind matters for morality. Brain & Cognition Talk Series, MGH Martinos Center, 
Boston, MA, October, 2011. 
When the mind matters for morality. Department of Psychology, Yale University, New Haven, CT, 
October, 2011. 
When the mind matters for morality. Social Psychology Series, UMass Amherst, Amherst, MA, 
September, 2011. 
When the mind matters for morality. Caltech & Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, CA, May 
2011. 
When the mind matters for morality. Topics in Developmental Psychology, University of Chicago, 
Chicago, IL, May 2011. 
When the mind matters for morality. NSF Workshop on the Future of Decision, Risk, and Management 
Sciences, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA, May 2011. 
When the mind matters for morality. Eastern Psychological Association (EPA), Cambridge, MA, March 
2011. 
The brain behind the moral mind. Emerging Disciplines, Rice University, Houston, TX, February 
2011. 
Cognitive and neural signatures of motivated moral reasoning. Society of Experimental Social 
Psychology, Minneapolis, MN, October 2010. 
When intent matters for morality. Culture and the Mind, Arts and Humanities Research Council, 
University of Sheffield, Sheffield, England, September 2010. 
Is there more to moral psychology than psychology. Society of Philosophy and Psychology, Portland, 
OR, June 2010. 
Mental state reasoning for establishing innocence and guilt. Society of Philosophy and Psychology, 
Portland, OR, June 2010. 
Mental state reasoning for establishing innocence and guilt. International Cognitive 
Neuroscience Meeting, Istanbul, Turkey, May 2010. 
The role of intent across distinct moral domains. NSF Symposium on Neuroethics, UNC, 
Charlotte, NC, April 2010. 
Mental state reasoning for establishing innocence and guilt. Brain, Mind, & Society Seminar, Caltech, 
Pasadena, CA, April 2010. 
Mental state reasoning for establishing innocence and guilt. Berkman Center at Harvard Law School, 
Cambridge, MA, March 2010. 



Mental state reasoning for establishing innocence and guilt. Center for Behavioral Decision 
Research, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA, January 2010. 
Mental state reasoning for establishing innocence and guilt. Social-Personality Brown Bag 
series, Brown University, Providence, RI, December 2009. 
Mental state reasoning for establishing innocence and guilt. Department of Psychological and Brain 
Sciences. Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH, December 2009. 
How the brain makes up the moral mind. 10th Annual Scholarship Conference of the Society for 
Evolutionary Analysis in Law, sponsored by Law and Human Behavior Program at Vanderbilt, the 
Law and Behavioral Biology Speaker Series at Vanderbilt, and the Gruter Institute for Law and 
Behavioral Research, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, April 2009. 
Benign beliefs & destructive desires: A mental state model of forgiveness and blame. Moral 
Psychology Research Group at University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT, March 2009. 
Panel at National Undergraduate Bioethics Conference, sponsored by Harvard Undergraduate 
Bioethics Conference. Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, March 2009. 
How the brain makes up the moral mind. Cognitive Brown Bag Series, Psychological & Brain 
Sciences Department, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH, February 2009. 
How the brain makes up the moral mind: The neuroscience of mental state reasoning in moral 
judgment. Cognition, Brain, and Behavior Research Seminar, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 
December 2008. 
How the brain makes up the moral mind: The neuroscience of mental state reasoning in moral 
judgment. Neuro-philosophy Series, Georgia State, Atlanta, GA, November 2008. 
Reading minds for moral judgment: A cognitive neuroscience approach. Lecture at Cold Spring Harbor 
Summer Course, The Biology of Social Cognition, New York, NY, July 2008. 
Reading minds for moral judgment: A cognitive neuroscience approach. Experimental Philosophy 
Workshop at Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Philadelphia, PA, June 2008. 
Reading minds for moral judgment: A cognitive neuroscience approach. Workshop on Moral 
Psychology, Institut Jean Nicod-CNRS, Paris, France, June 2008. 
Reading minds for moral judgment: A cognitive neuroscience approach. Cog Lunch, MIT, Cambridge, 
MA, March 2008. 
Reading minds for moral judgment: A cognitive neuroscience approach. Bates College, 
Lewiston, ME, February 2008 (as a Mellon Associate in Humanities and Social Science). The 
guilty mind: A cognitive neuroscience approach to theory of mind in moral judgment. 
Neurobiology Department, Children’s Hospital, Boston, MA, December 2007. 
The guilty mind: A cognitive neuroscience approach to theory of mind in moral judgment. Society for 
Philosophy and Psychology Conference, York University, Toronto, ON, Canada, June 2007. 
Emotion and moral judgment. Guest lecture for Moral Psychology graduate-level course by 
Jesse Prinz and Joshua Knobe, UNC, Chapel Hill, NC, April 2007. 
Comments on Wright & Bengson: Asymmetries in folk judgments of responsibility and intentional 
action. American Philosophical Association, Central Division, Chicago, IL, April 2007. Integrating 
theory of mind and moral judgment. Neuroethics and Empirical Moral Psychology, University of 
Oslo, Oslo, Norway, March 2007. 
Moral judgment: Empirical studies and philosophical implications. American Philosophical Association, 
Eastern Division, Washington, DC, December 2006. 
Two-process model of moral judgment. With Fiery Cushman. Moral Psychology Research 
Group at Rutgers, New Brunswick, NJ, December 2006. 
Moral sense test. With Fiery Cushman. Guest lecture for Moral Psychology undergraduate-level 
course by Richard Holton, MIT, Cambridge, MA, November 2007. 
Emotion and moral judgment: Neuropsychological evidence. Moral Psychology Workshop at 
MIT, Cambridge, MA, November 2006. 
The role of emotion in moral cognition. International Society for Research on Emotions, Atlanta, GA, 
August 2006. 



The role of emotion in moral cognition. Society for Philosophy and Psychology Conference, 
Washington University, St. Louis, MO, June 2006. 
The role of emotion in moral cognition. Neuroscience and Moral Psychology Conference, University of 
Utah, Salt Lake City, UT, March 2006. 
Intuition and moral judgment. With Fiery Cushman. Cognition, Brain, and Behavior Research 
Seminar, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, September 2004. 
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When ignorance is no excuse: evaluating incest vs. assault. Society for Experimental Social 
Psychology, Santa Monica, CA, October 2016. 
When ignorance is no excuse: evaluating incest vs. assault. International Conference on 
Thinking, Providence, RI, July 2016. 
The conflicted self does not cause its own actions. Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Boulder, 
CO, June 2012. 
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Moral Psychology. Society for Philosophy and Psychology, York University, Toronto, June 2007. 

 
Interdisciplinary Activities: 
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Handbook of Moral Psychology (2004-present). 
Founder/president of Harvard Society for Mind, Brain, and Behavior (HSMBB). 
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A simple way to foster kindness in kids, The Huffington Post, 7/13/2016. The 
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‘Moral realism’ may lead to better moral behavior, Science Daily, 1/29/2013 Morality in 
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The hive mind made me do it, The Boston Globe, 12/18/2011 
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Psychological Science, 12/5/2011 
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Understanding the Autistic Mind, Science Daily, 2/2/2011 
Perception of morality different when you have autism, MSNBC, 1/31/2011 Top 
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Judging other people’s intentions, Simply Science, Nature, 7/12/2010 Altering 
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Magnets, morality, and reasoning, Psychology Today, 6/11/2010 No 
harm, no foul, Psychology Today, 4/13/2010 
Morality of murder, Research Highlights, Nature, 4/1/2010 Magnets 
can alter judgment, CNN Newsroom, 4/1/2010 
Magnet mayhem: Modifying morality with magnets, ABC News, 3/31/2010 The 
amazing brain, Telegraph (UK), 3/31/2010 
[radio interview] Canadian Broadcasting Company, 3/31/2010 Morality is 
modified in the lab, BBC News, 3/30/2010 
Can morality be changed magnetically?, CNN, 3/30/2010 
Magnets can sway ‘Moral Compass’, FOX News,3/30/2010 
Scientists discover moral compass in the brain which can be controlled by magnets, Daily Mail, 
3/30/2010 
Magnets placed near brain can disrupt person’s moral compass, NY Daily News, 3/30/2010 A 
magnetic field applied to the brain can alter people’s sense of morality, Popular Science, 
3/30/2010 
Moral compass influenced by magnets, Times Online (UK), 3/30/2010 Magnets 
can turn off a person’s moral compass, Toronto Sun, 3/30/2010 Magnetism can 
sway man’s moral compass, Slashdot, 3/30/2010 
Brain scientists say root of morality is behind the ear, Mirror (UK), 3/30/2010 
How does the brain make moral judgments?, Science + Religion Today, 3/30/2010 Brain 
damage skews our moral compass, New Scientist, 3/30/2010 
Study narrows gap between mind and brain, NPR, All Things Considered, 3/29/2010 
Magnets mess minds, morality, Nature, 3/29/2010 
Murder or an accident? The brain knows, Science, 3/29/2010 
Magnets can alter morality, MSNBC, 3/29/2010 
Morality altered by brain stimulation, LiveScience, 3/29/2010 
Scientists tweak subjects’ brains to alter their moral choices, MSN, 3/29/2010 
When is attempted murder more acceptable than harming someone by accident?, Discover, 
3/26/2010 
Emotions key to judging others, Science Daily, 3/25/2010 
Morality - it’s in your mind, next to emotions, The Independent (UK), 3/25/2010 Brain’s 
‘moral outrage’ center pinpointed, Businessweek, 3/24/2010 
The roots of morality, Science, 5/09/2008 The 
moral instinct, NY Times, 1/13/2008 
Scientists draw link between morality and brain’s wiring, Wall Street Journal, 5/11/2007 
Scanning the brain for its moral center, ABC News / Nightline, 5/2/2007 
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Making the paper: Brain damage offers clues to the role of emotions in moral decisions, Nature, 
4/19/2007 
Mind makes right: Brain damage, evolution, and the future of morality, Slate, 3/31/2007 Posing 
the right question, The Economist, 3/22/2007 
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Marcus Trenfield (2022-present, co-advised with Gregg Sparkman) 
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Ryan McManus (2018-present)  
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Postdoctoral Alumni 
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Lily Tsoi (NSF Graduate Research Fellow, 2013-2018, currently: postdoc at Princeton University, with 
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James Dungan (NSF Graduate Research Fellow, 2011-2017, currently: postdoc at University of 
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