
Department of Economics 
ECON/INTL 3374: Development Economics and Policy 

Fall 2018 
 

Professor S Anukriti  
Email: anukriti@bc.edu 
Office: Maloney Hall, Room 329 
Office Hours: Thursdays 3 – 5 pm  
 
Lectures: Tuesdays and Thursdays, O’Neill 257 

- Section 1: 9 am – 10:15 am 
- Section 2: 10:30 am – 11:45 am   

 
Description: This course examines development economics and development policy. The purpose is 
to understand the lives of the poor and the economies of poor countries in order to decipher what, if 
anything, can be done to improve their lives. We will consider what might be holding the poor back 
including population growth, lack of education, poor health, and institutional impediments. This course 
fulfills the cultural diversity core requirement.  
 
Course Website: All course-related materials will be posted on Canvas.  
 
Required Textbook: Banerjee, Abhijit, and Esther Duflo. Poor Economics: A Radical Rethinking of the 
Way to Fight Global Poverty. PublicAffairs, 2011. If you need to review economic concepts from your 
foundational courses, please go through the handouts and videos available here: 
https://bostoncollege.instructure.com/courses/1590396 
 
Classroom Etiquette:  
 

• This is a STRICTLY NO INTERNET and NO PHONE class. You are free to use your laptop 
but only for taking notes. As a courtesy to the class, kindly do not check your email or respond 
to chat messages or access social media during the lecture.   

• Please let me know in a timely fashion if you have a documented disability that will require 
special accommodation, or if an athletic event will take you out of town. I am very willing to 
work with you beforehand, but there is not much that I can do after a deadline has passed. 

• If you are a student with a documented disability seeking reasonable accommodations in this 
course, please contact the Connors Family Learning Center regarding learning disabilities and 
ADHD, or the Disability Services Office regarding all other types of disabilities, including 
temporary disabilities. Advance notice and appropriate documentation are required for 
accommodations. Do not hesitate to come talk to me if you need any help! 

• If you are struggling with stress, anxiety, depression, or any other mental health issue, please 
seek help and contact University Counseling Services: http://www.bc.edu/offices/counseling/.  

• You should familiarize yourself with BC's policies and procedures on academic integrity. 
http://www.bc.edu/offices/stserv/academic/integrity.html 



 
Grading Scheme: There will be NO FINAL EXAM. Your grade will be determined as follows: 

1. Attendance and class participation (10%):  
 
Student participation and attendance in class is considered vital to the overall learning experience. 
As such, attendance is required and participation will be monitored. Excessive and 
uncommunicated absence will be penalized.  

2. Country presentation (15%):  

In the first class, I will assign you a developing country. You will be required to make a 10-15- 
minute class presentation describing the development status of “your” country. I will inform you of 
your presentation date on Aug 30. These presentations will take place throughout the semester. 
Your presentation can include information on, for instance, the per capita GDP, growth rate of 
GDP, poverty rate, educational attainment and health status of its citizens, major industries, 
colonial history, the political environment, natural resource availability, and anything else that you 
think is relevant for the economic development of this country. Please prepare slides and email 
me a PDF of your slides no later than 8 pm of the day before your presentation date.  

3. Daily news on development issues/ developing country (5%):  

We will begin each class with a student sharing a current news item from a developing country or 
on a development issue. I will inform you of your news-item presentation date on Aug 30. These 
presentations will take place throughout the semester. There is no real presentation format for 
this—feel free to present as you like! It should take no more than 3-5 minutes to tell the class what 
the news item is about. The goal of this exercise is to make you aware of what is going on in the 
developing world and to understand how insulated domestic media tends to be. You must email 
the class a link to the online news item before the lecture at the following email ids: 

• Section 1: ECON337401F@bc.edu, INTL337401F@bc.edu 
• Section 2: ECON337402F@bc.edu, INTL337402F@bc.edu 

 
4. Policy Memo (25%):  

 
- Pick a policy priority for your assigned country or a state/city/region within that country. For 

example, you could choose education, health, crime, infrastructure, or sanitation. You can focus 
on the entire country or any subset of the country (e.g., the capital city, all rural areas etc.).  

 
- Find out who is responsible for this particular policy focus in your study region. Imagine that 

you work as a policy intern for this official. 
 
- Draft a policy memo for the official on one particular aspect of the topic you have chosen. For 

example, you could choose to write about the condition of roads in Rio de Janeiro. If so, your 
memo should tell the official about the current status of roads in the city; the problems that the 



existing road infrastructure faces; and how the official can resolve these issues. Your 
recommendations or proposed solutions should be based on quantitative and/or qualitative 
evidence. You should also describe the pros and cons of your proposals, so that the official can 
make an informed decision.  

 
- For some guidance on how to write memos see: https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-

content/uploads/2012/07/HO_Herman_Policy-Memos_9_24_12.pdf  
 
- You are required to come meet me during the office hours to get the topic of your memo 

approved, no later than Oct 30. I can help you narrow down the topic. 
 
- The memo should be no longer than 1500 words, should be typed and not be hand-written, and 

must be emailed to me in a PDF format no later than Dec 10. 
 

- Here is some more detail on how your total grade for the memo will be calculated: 
 

CONTENT – 15 Points 
 3: Clear statement of problem(s) to be addressed 
4: Comprehensive and clear scientific evidence supporting recommendations 
3: Sophisticated consideration of costs and benefits for all recommendations 
2: Overall originality and creativity in content 
3: Clear and convincing conclusion that summarizes recommendations    

 
ORGANIZATION – 5 Points 
 3: Clear progression of ideas 
 1: Good use of headings and subheadings 
 1: Good executive summary  
 
MECHANICS – 5 Points 
 1: Format: <=1500 words, PDF, single-spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman font 
 1: Appropriate use of in-text citations and a Reference section 
 1: Clarity and readability 
 1: Appropriate professional tone 
 1: Spelling, grammar, and sentence structure 
 

5. Three homework assignments (15% + 15% + 15% = 45%):  
 
- Assignment 1 will be posted on Sep 20 and will be due on Oct 4.  
- Assignment 2 will be posted on Oct 16 and will be due on Oct 30.  
- Assignment 3 will be posted on Nov 15 and will be due on Nov 29.  

 
 

 
 



Deadlines (due by 11:59 pm): 
 

HW 1 (15%) Oct 4 
HW 2 (15%) Oct 30 

Deadline to get memo topic approved Oct 30 
HW 3 (15%) Nov 29 

Policy memo (30%) Dec 10 
 

Tentative Class Schedule 
 
Date Topics Reading(s) 
Tuesday 
Aug 28 

Introduction 
 

 
Banerjee, Abhijit and Esther Duflo (2007) “The Economic Lives of the 
Poor,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 21 (1), 141-68.  
 

Thursday 
Aug 30 

Introduction 
 

Tuesday 
Sep 4 

Measurement 
of poverty  

Chapter 1 of A Sourcebook for Poverty Reduction Strategies Vol. 1: 
Core Techniques and Cross-Cutting Issues, The World Bank. 

Thursday 
Sep 6 

Poverty Traps Chapter 1 and  
pp. 19–22 in Chapter 2 of [Poor Economics]. 

Tuesday 
Sep 11 

Learning 
what works 

Esther Duflo’s TED Talk: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zvrGiPkVcs  
 
Ravallion, Martin (2009), “ Should the Randomistas Rule?,” The 
Economists' Voice, 6 (2). 

Thursday 
Sep 13 

Food and 
Nutrition 

Chapter 2 in [Poor Economics] 
 

Monday 
Sep 18 

Health Chapter 3 in [Poor Economics] 
 
Das, Jishnu, Jeffrey Hammer, and Kenneth Leonard. 2008. "The 
Quality of Medical Advice in Low-Income Countries." Journal of 
Economic Perspectives, 22(2): 93-114.  
 
“Drop of Pure Gold," The Economist, October 15, 2005. 
 
Banerjee, Abhijit, and Esther Duflo. "Improving Health Care Delivery 
in India: Udaipur Case Study."  

Thursday 
 Sep 20 

Health 

Tuesday 
Sep 25 

Health 

Thursday 
Sep 27 

Fertility and 
Population 

 
Chapter 5 in [Poor Economics] 
 Tuesday 

Oct 2 
Fertility and 
Population 

Thursday   
Oct 4 

Education Read Sections 1 and 2 of Glewwe, Paul and Michael Kremer (2006), 
“Schools, Teachers, and Education Outcomes in Developing 
Countries," Handbook of the Economics of Education, 2, 945-1017. 



Tuesday 
Oct 9 

NO CLASS  

Thursday 
Oct 11 

Education Case, Anne. “The Primacy of Education.” Understanding Poverty. 
Oxford University Press: 2005, Chapter 18.  
Chapter 4 in [Poor Economics 

Tuesday 
Oct 16 

Education 

Thursday 
Oct 18 

Risk and 
Insurance 

Chapter 6 in [Poor Economics] 
 
Chapter 6 in [Poor Economics] Tuesday  

Oct 23 
Risk and 
Insurance 

Thursday 
Oct 25 

Credit Chapter 7 in [Poor Economics] 
 
"Big Trouble for Microfinance," The Economist, December 2, 2010. 
 
Banerjee, Abhijit, et. al. "Microcredit Is Not the Enemy," Financial 
Times. December 13, 2010.  
 
Attanasio et al (2015). “Microcredit: Neither miracle nor mirage”. 
 
IPA Briefing (2015), Microcredit does not live up to promise of 
transforming lives of the poor, six studies show. 

Tuesday  
Oct 30 

Credit 

Thursday 
Nov 1 

Credit 

Tuesday 
Nov 6 

Savings Chapter 8 in [Poor Economics] 
 
Aker, Jenny and Isaac Mbiti (2010), Africa Calling: Can mobile 
phones make a miracle?, Boston Review. 

Thursday 
Nov 8 

Savings 

Tuesday 
Nov 13 

Institutions  
 
Chapter 10 in [Poor Economics] 
 

Thursday 
Nov 15 

Institutions 

Tuesday 
Nov 20 

Institutions 

Nov 22 NO CLASS  
Nov 27 NO CLASS 
Thursday 
Nov 29 

Foreign Aid Kristof, Nicholas D. “Aid: Can It Work?” The New York Review of 
Books, 53(15) October 5, 2006.  
 
Qian Nancy (2014), “Making Progress on Foreign Aid,” Annual 
Review of Economics, 3. 
 
Easterly, William and Tobias Pfutze (2008), “Where Does the Money 
Go? Best and Worst Practices in Foreign Aid,” Journal of Economic 
Perspectives, 22 (2). 

Tuesday  
Dec 4 

Foreign Aid 

Thursday 
Dec 6 

Foreign Aid 
+ Conclusion 

 


