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Education    

   Ph.D. in Economics, Boston College, United States  May 2023 

 Advisors: Arthur Lewbel, Hanno Foerster, S. Anukriti 

   M.A. in Economics, Boston College, United States Dec 2017 

   B.A. in Economics (Honors), Brown University, United States May 2014 

Fields of Interest 

Development, Labor, Applied Microeconomics 

Job Market Paper 

“Bunching and Learning in Targeting Poverty: Evidence from Vietnam” 

Manipulation of the eligibility criteria of anti-poverty programs in developing countries can lead to 

inappropriate allocation of resources to the non-poor. Using data from Vietnam, I find that some more well-

off households declare low earnings just so that they appear eligible to a generous poverty alleviation program. 

However, this behavior dissipates over time. To explain this declining pattern of manipulation, I use panel data 

and show that over time the program officers learn to rely less on self-reported income and more on housing 

conditions to screen households. Compared to income, housing conditions are much harder to manipulate and 

can easily be verified by the officers. This in turns discourages households from continuing to under-report 

their income. Without this learning process, the program would have misallocated about 1.7%, or equivalently 

9.5-10.7 million USD, of its budget to non-poor households. 
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Research in Progress 

 “Why does the sex ratio at birth rise? Evidence from Vietnam” (with Yale Ph.D. Candidate Nghiem 

Huynh) 

In 1990s, there were 105 male newborns for every 100 female newborns in Vietnam. This number rapidly 

increased since the country open to the world market in the early 2000s, reaching 112 boys for every 100 girls 

by 2015. We investigate whether Vietnam’s trade openness leads some households to increase their preference 
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of sons over daughters. We use the 2001 US-Vietnam Bilateral Trade Agreement as an exogenous shock. In a 

difference-in-difference framework, we find that infants of mothers with greater exposure to tariff cuts are 

more likely to be boys compared to infants of mothers with lower exposure over the study period. More 

exposed mothers are also less likely to give birth in a given year and also work more hours, compared to less 

exposed mothers. These findings suggest that the trade policy heightens the trade-off between work and 

children for mothers, causing them to reduce fertility and sex-select more intensely to fulfill their son 

preference.  

“Rosies on the Rise: War Experience and Female Employment in the Formal Sector”  

This paper documents the (positive) effects of war experience on contemporary economic outcomes for women. 

As men were drafted to serve in the war, women who were left behind had to step up in local economic activities. 

High female labor force participation shaped the active female roles in communities where men were absent. As 

a result, in localities with higher male casualties during the Vietnam War, I hypothesize that female take-up of 

economic opportunities is higher and still visible in recent history. To test this hypothesis, I link administrative 

data on village-level human casualty during the Vietnam War era to recent Vietnamese survey data collected in 

the 2000s. Revisiting the 2001 US-Vietnam Bilateral Trade Agreement, I find that it dramatically increased formal 

employment for women, particularly for those living in areas with greater casualty loss from the war. I also find 

corroborative evidence that historical male war casualty is positively correlated with the female power within the 

household thirty years later.  

Awards, Scholarships, and Grants 

   Donald J. White Teaching Excellence Award for Graduate Teaching Assistants, Boston College  2022 

   Hayek Fund for Scholars from the Institute of Human Studies, George Mason University 2020 

   Graduate Studies Chair Discretionary Grant, Economics Department, Boston College 2019 

   Shelby Davis Full Scholarship, Brown University 2010-2014 

   Omicron Delta Epsilon, Economics Department, Brown University  2014 

   Banco Santander Undergraduate Research Exchange Award, National University of Singapore 2013 

Teaching Experience 

   Teaching Fellow, ECON2201 Microeconomic Theory, Boston College  Fall 2021, Spring 2022 

   Teaching Assistant, Statistics Lab, Boston College  Spring 2020, Fall 2020 

   Teaching Assistant, Microeconomic Principles (6 sections), Boston College  Fall 2018, Fall 2019 

   Lecturer and Mentor, Big Data, Research Methods and Inequality, Headway  Spring 2021 

Professional Experience 

   Senior Associate Intern, Charles River Associates  Apr-Aug 2021 

   Research Assistant for Prof. Anant Nyshadham, Boston College  2016-2018 

   Deputy Manager, Mahindra Group  2014-2016 

   Research Intern, National University of Singapore  2013 



Programming skills, Languages, Citizenship, and General Interests 

Programming  Stata, GIS, R, Python, Latex 

Languages       English (bilingual), Vietnamese (native) 

Citizenship      Vietnam 

Interests  For fun, I love to knit and cook. 


