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Associate Professor 
Applied Developmental & Educational Psychology 

Lynch School of Education, Boston College 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 

617.552.6018 (phone) 
617.552.1981 (fax) 

coleyre@bc.edu 
  
 
Education 
 
Postdoctoral Training, Demography and Public Policy, University of Chicago, 1995-1997 
Ph.D., Developmental Psychology, University of Michigan, 1991-1995 
B.A., Psychology, Brandeis University, 1985-1989 
 
Professional Positions 
 

2008- Doctoral Program Director, Applied Developmental and Educational 
Psychology, Lynch School of Education, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA 

2007-08 Senior Visiting Fellow and Senior Fulbright Scholar, Social Policy Research 
Centre, University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia 

2005- Associate Professor with Tenure, Applied Developmental and Educational 
Psychology, Lynch School of Education, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA 

2003-2007 Master’s Program Director, Developmental and Educational Psychology, Lynch 
School of Education, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA 

2000-2005 Assistant Professor, Applied Developmental and Educational Psychology, Lynch 
School of Education, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA 

1998-2000 Research Associate, Joblessness and Urban Poverty Research Program, and 
 Program Coordinator, Urban Seminar Series on Children's Health and Safety, 

Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA  

1997-1998 Research Scientist, The Irving B. Harris Graduate School of Public Policy  
 Studies, The University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

1995-1997 NICHD Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Population Research Center, The 
University of Chicago, Chicago, IL  
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Research Grants: External 
 
2008-2010 Child Care Resources in Low-Income Communities. (National Institute of Child 

Health and Human Development). Coley & Votruba-Drzal, Co-Principal 
Investigators. Assesses child care decisions and the implications of child care 
experiences for the health and well-being of low-income children and mothers 
using longitudinal survey, observational, and assessment data.   

 
2008-2010 Bidirectional Links between Parenting Processes and Adolescent Risk Behaviors 

(National Institute of Child Health and Human Development). Coley, Principal 
Investigator. Assesses transactional and bidirectional links between parenting 
processes and adolescent health risk behaviors (substance use and risky sexual 
behaviors), employing large, longitudinal data sets.   

 
2008-2009 Distinguishing Between Family Structure and Family Instability on Child and 

Adolescent Well-Being in Low-Income Families (National Center for Marriage 
Research). Bachman & Coley, Co-Principal Investigators. Assesses effects of 
current family structure, recent transitions, and cumulative instability on low-
income children’s cognitive, behavioral, and psychological well-being.   

 
2006-2007 Welfare Reform and the Well-Being of Children: The Three-City Teacher Survey 

(Casey Foundation). Cherlin, Principal Investigator. Additional component to the 
Three-City Study comprised of multi-method assessments of low-income urban 
children’s school contexts, educational experiences, and academic functioning in 
Boston, Chicago, and San Antonio.   

 
2004-2007 Welfare Reform and the Well-Being of Children (National Institute of Child 

Health and Human Development). Cherlin, Principal Investigator. Longitudinal, 
multi-method study on the long-term effects of welfare reform on children, 
families, and communities in Boston, Chicago, and San Antonio.  Particular focus 
on maternal welfare and employment transitions and child and adolescent well-
being.  

 
2003-2006  Fathers’ Contributions to Adolescent Well-Being (W. T. Grant Foundation). 

Coley, Principal Investigator. Analysis of fathers’ direct and indirect 
contributions to adolescent psychosocial and educational well-being, with a 
particular focus on low-income and nonresidential fathers.    

 
2003-2005 Father Involvement and Child Well-Being in Poor Families (National Institute of 

Child Health and Human Development). Coley, Principal Investigator. Analysis 
of the influence of fathers’ financial, human, social, and emotional capital on 
young children’s healthy developmental trajectories in low-income families. 

 
2000-2001 Comparing Mother and Father Reports of Father Involvement among Low-

Income Minority Families (Health and Human Services Research Development 
Grant).  Coley, Principal Investigator. Methodological research addressing the 
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congruence and predictors of congruence between mother and father reports of 
paternal involvement in low-income households. 

 
1998-2002  Welfare Reform and the Well-being of Children.  (National Institute of Child 

Health and Human Development). Cherlin, Principal Investigator.  Longitudinal, 
multi-method study on the effects of welfare reform on children, families, and 
communities in Boston, Chicago, and San Antonio. 

 
1997-2002 Children, Families, and Welfare Reform: A Three-City Study (Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation). Chase-Lansdale, Principal Investigator.  Longitudinal, 
multi-method study on the effects of welfare reform on children, families, and 
communities in Boston, Chicago, and San Antonio.  Particular focus on child 
development for preschool and early adolescent children.  

 
1997-2001 Three-City Study of Family Economic and Social Well-Being After Welfare 

Reform (Joyce Foundation).  Chase-Lansdale,  Principal Investigator. 
Longitudinal, multi-method study on the effects of welfare reform on children, 
families, and communities in Boston, Chicago, and San Antonio.  Particular focus 
on child care usage and quality among preschool-age children.  

 
 
Research Grants: Internal 
 
2008 A Cross-National Comparative Analysis of Parenting Policies (Boston College 

Research Incentive Grant). Coley, Principal Investigator.  Cross-national 
comparative analysis of federal parenting policies.  Review of government 
documents and interviews with expert informants provide data to compare and 
contrast parenting policies across the US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the 
UK, and Sweden.   

 
2006 The Three-City Teacher Survey (Boston College Research Incentive Grant). 

Coley, Principal Investigator.  Collection of teacher surveys and administrative 
records data for children from the Three-City Study.  Data will provide extensive 
information on low-income children’s school contexts and experiences, academic 
achievement, and psychosocial well-being. 

 
2005 Qualitative Study of Adolescents Living in Rural Poverty (Boston College 

Research Incentive Grant). Coley, Principal Investigator.  A mixed-methods study 
assessing how rural adolescents view the role of poverty in their lives, and how 
their experiences and perceptions are constrained or expanded through access to 
economic resources and opportunities within their family, peer, and educational 
networks.    

 
2005 Training Better Consumers and Producers of Research: Redesign of Methodology 

Courses in CDEP (Boston College Teaching, Advising and Mentoring Grant).  
Coley, Principal Investigator.  Collaborative, cross-departmental effort to enhance 



Coley  Curriculum Vitae  
   
    

4 

the methodological and statistical competencies of undergraduate, master’s and 
doctoral students in psychology through redesigned methods courses.  

 
2004 A Qualitative Study of Homeless Fathers (Boston College Research Incentive 

Grant).  Coley, Principal Investigator.  Pilot study, using intensive qualitative 
interviewing, of homeless fathers and homeless shelter directors concerning the 
experiences of homeless men with children.  

 
2003 Predictive Validity of Father and Mother Reports of Father Involvement (Boston 

College Research Incentive Grant). Coley, Principal Investigator. Analysis 
comparing the reliability and predictive validity of mother and father reports of 
father involvement from survey data. 

2002 Out-of-School Care, Parental Monitoring, and Neighborhood Social Control: 
 Links with Academic and Behavioral Functioning among Low-Income Early 

Adolescents (Boston College Research Incentive Grant).  Coley, Principal 
Investigator. Analysis addressing the influence of out-of-school care experiences 
on adolescents’ longitudinal engagement in problem behaviors. 

 
2001 Demographic, Psychological, and Family Determinants of Paternal Involvement 
 in Low-Income Families (Boston College Research Incentive Grant). Coley, 

Principal Investigator.  Analysis addressing determinants of father involvement 
among a low-income, minority sample of families with preschool children. 

 
1994  Child Functioning in Single-Parent Families (Rackham Summer Partnership 

Research Grant, University of Michigan). Coley, Principal Investigator.  
Dissertation research on father involvement, maternal social support, and child 
well-being in urban single-parent families.  

 
 
Awards and Honors 

2007 Fulbright Senior Scholar Award  

2005- Research Affiliate, National Poverty Center, Ford School of Public Policy, 
University of Michigan 

2004 Co-recipient, Social Policy Award, Society for Research in Adolescence 

1997- Research Affiliate, Joint Center for Poverty Research, Northwestern 
University/University of Chicago  

1995-1997 NICHD Postdoctoral Training Fellowship, University of Chicago 

1995 Rackham Dissertation Fellowship, University of Michigan 

1991-1993 NICHD Predoctoral Training Fellowship, University of Michigan 
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External Board and Committee Positions  
 
2001- Editorial Board, Developmental Psychology 
 
2002-2007 Committee on Research, Policy and Public Information, Society for Research on 

Adolescence 
 
2001-2003 Child Care Research and Policy Advisory Committee, National Council of State 

Legislatures  
 
1996-1997 Co-chair, Interdisciplinary Committee, Society for Research on Adolescence 
 
1996-1998 Program Committee, Society for Research on Adolescence  
 
 
University Board and Committee Positions  

2008- Director of Doctoral Program in Applied Developmental and Educational 
Psychology 

2004-2006 Member, Faculty Search Committee in Applied Developmental & Educational 
Psychology program 

2003-2007 Director of Master’s Program in Applied Developmental and Educational 
Psychology 

2003-2004 Member, Faculty Search Committee in Applied Developmental & Educational 
Psychology program 

2002-2004 Member, School of Education Educational Policy Committee 

2002-2004 Member, Nelson Chair Search Committee in Counseling, Developmental, & 
Educational Psychology program 

2002-2003 Member, Faculty Search Committee in Educational Research Methods and 
Evaluation program 

2001 Co-leader, Doctoral Curriculum Committee, Applied Developmental & 
Educational Psychology program 

2000- Member, Doctoral Student Admissions Committee, Applied Developmental & 
Educational Psychology program 

2000- Member, Masters Student Admissions Committee, Applied Developmental & 
Educational Psychology program 

2000-2002 Member, School of Education Research Support Committee 



Coley  Curriculum Vitae  
   
    

6 

2000-2002 Member, Parent Advisory Committee, Boston College Children’s Center 
  
 
Academic Review Panels 

 
2007 Grant Review Panel Member, National Institutes of Health Biobehavioral and 

Behavioral Sciences Subcommittee 
 
2007 Grant Review Panel Member, National Institutes of Health Population Research 

Program 
 
2006 Grant Review Panel Member, National Institutes of Health Biobehavioral and 

Behavioral Sciences Subcommittee 
 
2006 Grant Review Panel Member, National Institutes of Health Population Research 

Program, Special Emphasis Panel 
 
2006 Expert Advisor Panel, RAND and ACYF, Healthy Marriage Precursors: 

Relationship Development among Low-Income Youth and Young Adults 
 
2005 Grant Review Panel Member, National Institutes of Health Population Research 

Program 
 
2004 Review Panel Member, Adolescence: Social, Emotional, and Personality 

Processes, 2005 Society for Research in Child Development meetings 
 
2003 Grant Review Panel Member, National Institutes of Health Population Research 

Infrastructure Program 
 
2002 Review Panel Member, Public Policy, 2003 Society for Research in Child 

Development meetings 
 
2001 Review Panel Member, Applied Research, Program Evaluation, and Public 

Policy, 2002 Society for Research on Adolescence meetings 
 
1999 Technical Review Panel Member, National Household Education Survey 
 
1998 Review Panel Co-Chair, Men’s Investments, Population Association of America 

meetings 
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Ad Hoc Reviewing 
 
American Journal of Sociology 
American Psychologist 
Applied Developmental Science  
Archives of General Psychiatry 
Ashgate Publishing 
Cambridge University Press 
Child Development  
Cultural Diversity and Ethnic Minority Psychology 
Developmental Psychology 
Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 
Evaluation and Program Plannig 
Family Relations 
Fathering: A Journal of Theory, Research, and Practice about Men as Fathers  
Foundation for Child Development  
Journal of Adolescent Health 
Journal of Applied Social Psychology  
Journal of Health and Social Behavior 
Journal of Marriage and Family 
Journal of Research on Adolescence  
National Institutes of Health 
National Science Foundation 
Parenting: Science and Practice 
Pediatrics 
Smith Richardson Foundation  
Social Service Review 
Spencer Foundation 
Violence Against Women 
W. T. Grant Foundation 
 
 
Professional Memberships 
 
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management  
National Council on Family Relations 
Population Association of America  
Society for Research on Adolescence 
Society for Research in Child Development 
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Professional Activities 
 
 
2008 Workshop Instructor, Welfare, children, and families: A three-city study, ICPSR 

Summer Program in Quantitative Methods of Social Research, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. 

 
2008 Workshop Leader, Methodological and pragmatic issues in longitudinal research 

with low income families and children, invited workshop, School of Social 
Work and Human Services, University of Queensland, St. Lucia, Australia. 

 
2008 Workshop Participant and Project Advisor, How are welfare-to-work and 

workplace reforms affecting young people and children at risk in Australia? 
University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia. 

 
2007 Workshop Presenter, Welfare, children, and families: A three-city study, biennial 

meetings of the Society for Research on Child Development, Boston, MA. 
 
2006 Discussant, Innovative Approaches to Studying the Daily Experiences of Low-

Income Urban Youth Across Home, School, and Neighborhood Contexts, 
symposium at the biennial meetings of the Society for Research on 
Adolescence, San Francisco, CA. 

 
2006 Symposium Organizer, Transactional Relations Between Adolescents and 

Parents: Who Influences Whom? Biennial meetings of the Society for 
Research on Adolescence, San Francisco, CA. 

 
2005 Discussant, Understanding the effects of child care on the development of 

children from low-income families: Policy lessons from a cross-disciplinary 
approach, symposium at the annual meetings of the Association for Public 
Policy Analysis and Management, Washington, D.C. 

 
2005 Discussant, Impact of father involvement on children’s developmental 

trajectories: New findings panel, symposium at the National Fatherhood 
Forum, University College, MD.  

 
2005 Discussant, Understanding child care effects on the development of children from 

low-income families: Cross-disciplinary methods and lessons, symposium at 
the biennial meetings of the Society for Research on Child Development, 
Atlanta, GA. 

 
2004 Symposium Organizer, Maternal employment dynamics and adolescent well-

being in low income and single-parent families.  Biennial meetings of the 
Society for Research on Adolescence, Baltimore, MD. 
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2003 Symposium Chair, Nonmaternal care use and quality: For whom is childcare 
most important? Biennial meetings of the Society for Research on Child 
Development, Tampa, FL. 

 
2003 Symposium Organizer, Family processes as mediators of welfare and 

employment effects on children and adolescents: A multimethod view. 
Biennial meetings of the Society for Research on Child Development, Tampa, 
FL. 

 
2002 Symposium Organizer, Multiple components of low-income families’ child care, 

Annual meetings of the Association for Public Policy Analysis and 
Management, Dallas, TX. 

 
2002 Symposium Chair, Youth and families in poverty: Understanding welfare reform, 

Biennial meetings of the Society for Research on Adolescence, New Orleans, 
LA. 

 
2002 Symposium Chair, Out-of-school activities and adolescent adjustment across     

diverse samples, Biennial meetings of the Society for Research on 
Adolescence, New Orleans, LA. 

 
2001 Discussant, Understanding and measuring family strengths and functioning: 

Implications for “family focused” policies, symposium at the meetings of the 
Association for Public Policy, Analysis & Management, Washington D.C. 

 
2001 Discussant, Welfare reform’s impacts on children: Findings from the Project on 

State-Level Child Outcomes, symposium at the meetings of the Association 
for Public Policy, Analysis & Management, Washington D.C. 

 
2000 Discussant, Young people’s political behaviour at the turn of the century: 

Patterns and contexts, symposium at Adolescents into Citizens: Integrating 
Young People into Political Life, Zurich, Switzerland 

 
1998 Symposium Organizer, Understanding welfare reform: What researchers   
  need to know, Biennial Meetings of the Society for Research on   
  Adolescence, San Diego, CA 
 
1998 Symposium Chair, Correlates and consequences of adolescent parenting and 

welfare use:  Implications for welfare reform and adolescent well-being, 
Biennial Meetings of the Society for Research on Adolescence, San Diego, CA 

 
1998 Symposium Chair, Men’s investments in children and child outcomes, Annual 

Meetings of the Population Association of America, Chicago, IL  
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1997 Symposium Chair, Fathering in urban families:  The role of men in the lives of 
minority children and adolescents, Biennial Meetings of the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Washington, D.C. 

 
 
Courses Taught 
 
Adolescent Psychology.  Undergraduate course providing an overview of the theoretical and 

empirical knowledge base concerning development during the second decade of life.   
 
Social Issues and Social Policy.  Undergraduate seminar on current social issues and 

controversies related to children and families in the U.S., and the social policies developed 
to address them.   

 
Applied Developmental Psychology: Emphasis on Adolescence.  Master’s course providing an 

overview of the theoretical and empirical knowledge base concerning adolescent 
development, with a focus on transferring this knowledge to educational and clinical 
settings.   

 
The Psychology of Adolescence.  Master’s course providing an overview of the theoretical and 

empirical knowledge base concerning development during the second decade of life, with a 
focus on understanding primary research findings and translating implications to a variety of 
applied settings.   

 
Educational and Social Issues and Social Policy.  Doctoral seminar on social and educational 

policy issues involving children and families, with a particular focus on issues related to 
poverty and disadvantage.  

 
Sociocultural Contexts of Development (formerly named Socialization, Parenting, and the 

Family). Core doctoral seminar exploring theoretical and empirical scholarship on the 
primary sociocultural contexts within which human development is embedded, including 
families, schools, communities, and cultural environments. Focus on critically evaluating 
and contrasting a range of empirical research from multiple disciplines.  

 
Publications  
 
Coley, R. L., & Schindler, H. (in press).  Biological fathers’ contributions to maternal and family 

functioning.  Parenting. 
 
Coley, R. L., Votruba-Drzal, E., & Schindler, H. (in press).  Fathers’ and mothers’ parenting 

predicting and responding to adolescent sexual risk behaviors.  Child Development. 
 
Coley, R. L., Medeiros, B. L., & Schindler, H. (2008). Using sibling differences to estimate 

effects of parenting on adolescent sexual risk behaviors.  Journal of Adolescent Health, 43, 
133-140.  
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Coley, R. L., Votruba-Drzal, E., & Schindler, H. (2008).  Trajectories of parenting processes and 

adolescent substance use: Reciprocal effects.  Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology, 36, 
613-635. 

 
Coley, R. L. & Coltrane, S. (2007).  Commentary:  Impact of father involvement on children’s 

developmental trajectories: New findings panel for the National Fatherhood Forum.  
Applied Developmental Science, 11 (4), 226-228. 

 
Coley, R. L., Bachman, H. J., Votruba-Drzal, E., Lohman, B., & Li-Grining, C. P. (2007). 

Maternal welfare and employment experiences and adolescent well-being: Do mothers’ 
human capital characteristics matter?  Child and Youth Service Review, 29, 193-215.  

 
Coley, R. L., Lohman, B. J., Votruba-Drzal, E., Pittman, L. D., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (2007). 

Maternal functioning, time and money: The world of work and welfare, Children and Youth 
Services Review, 29, 721-741. 

 
Coley, R. L., & Medeiros, B. L. (2007). Reciprocal longitudinal relations between nonresident 

father involvement and adolescent delinquency.  Child Development, 78, 132-147. 
 
Hernandez, D. C., & Coley, R. L. (2007). A multidimensional measure of father involvement 

among low-income families: Who is a reliable and valid reporter? Parenting, 7, 69-97.  
 
Schindler, H. & Coley, R. L. (2007).  A qualitative study of homeless fathers: Exploring 

parenting and gender role transitions.  Family Relations, 56, 40-51. 
 
Slack, K. S., Magnuson, K. A., Berger, L. M., Yoo, J., Coley, R. L., Dunifon, R., Sworsky, A., 

Kalil, A., Knab, J., Lohman, B. J., & Osborne, C. (2007). Trends in family well-being from 
non-experimental panel studies after welfare reform.  Children and Youth Services Review, 
29, 698-720 . 

 
Coley, R. L. (2006).  Review of “Family and child well-being after welfare reform.”  Children 

and Youth Services Review, 28, 227-229. 
 
Coley, R. L. & Hernandez, D. C. (2006).  Predictors of paternal involvement for resident and 

nonresident low-income fathers.  Developmental Psychology, 42, 1041-1056. 
 
Coley, R. L., Li-Grining, C. & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (2006). Low-income families’ child care 

experiences: Meeting the needs of children and families.  In N. Cabrera, R. Hutchins, & E. 
Peters (Eds.), From welfare to child care: What happens to children when mothers 
exchange welfare for work (pp. 149-170).  Mahway, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

Hofferth, S., Cabrera, N., Carlson, M., Coley, R.L., Day, R., & Schindler, H. (2006). Resident 
father involvement and social fathering. In S. Hofferth & L. Casper (Eds.), Handbook of 
measurement issues in family research (pp. 335-374). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates. 
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Li-Grining, C. P. & Coley, R. L. (2006). Child care experiences in low-income communities: 

Developmental quality and maternal views.  Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 21, 125 - 
141. 

 
Kalil, A., Ziol-Guest, K. M., & Coley, R. L. (2005).  Patterns of father involvement in teenage-

mother families: Predictors and links to mothers’ psychological adjustment.  Family 
Relations, 54, 197-211. 

 
Coley, R. L., Morris, J., & Hernandez, D. (2004). Out-of-school care and problem behavior 

trajectories among low-income adolescents: Individual, family, and neighborhood 
characteristics as added risks. Child Development, 75, 639-657. 

 
Lohman, B. J., Pittman, L. D., Coley, R. L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (2004). Welfare history, 

sanctions, and developmental outcomes among low-income children and youth. Social 
Service Review, 78, 41-73.   

 
Votruba-Drzal, E., Coley, R. L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (2004).  Child care and low-income 

children’s development: Direct and moderated effects. Child Development, 75, 1-17. 
 

Morris, J. E., & Coley, R. L.  (2004).  Maternal, family, and work correlates of role strain in low-
income mothers.  Journal of Family Psychology, 18, 424-432. 

 
Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Moffitt, R. A., Lohman, B. J., Cherlin, A. J., Coley, R. L., Pittman, L. D., 

Roff, J., & Votruba-Drzal, E. (2003).  Mothers’ transitions from welfare to work and the 
well-being of preschoolers and adolescents. Science, 299, 1548-1552. 

 
Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Moffitt, R. A., Lohman, B. J., Cherlin, A. J., Coley, R. L., Pittman, L. D., 

Roff, J., & Votruba-Drzal, E. (2003).  How are children affected by employment and 
welfare transitions?  Joint Center for Poverty Research Policy Brief, 5(3). Northwestern 
University/University of Chicago, Chicago, IL. 

 
Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Moffitt, R. A., Lohman, B. J., Cherlin, A. J., Coley, R. L., Pittman, L. D., 

Roff, J., & Votruba-Drzal, E. (2003).  Welfare reform and child well-being: Response.  
Science, 301, 1325-1326.  

 
Coley, R. L. (2003). Daughter-father relationships and adolescent psychosocial functioning in 

low-income African American families.  Journal of Marriage and Family, 65, 867-875. 
 
Coley, R. L. (2002). What mothers teach, what daughters learn: Gender mistrust and self 

sufficiency among low-income women.  In A. Booth and A. C. Crouter (Eds.), Just living 
together: Implications of cohabitation on families, children, and social policy (pp. 97-106).  
Mahway, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

 
Coley, R. L. & Morris, J. E. (2002).  Comparing father and mother reports of father involvement 

among low-income minority families.  Journal of Marriage and Family, 64, 982-997. 
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Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Coley, R. L., Lohman, B. J., & Pittman, L. D. (2002).  Welfare reform: 

What about the children? Policy Brief 02-01.  Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD. 
 
Chase-Lansdale P. L. , Coley R. L. , Lohman B. J., & Pittman L. D. (2002). Welfare reform and 

children: Impact of TANF on children’s social and emotional health. Birth23 News 
(newsletter of The Birth to Three Project, Ounce of Prevention Fund), 4(summer): 1-2. 

 
Coley, R. L.  (2001).  (In)visible men: Emerging research on low-income, unmarried, and 

minority fathers.  American Psychologist, 56, 743-753. 
 
Coley, R. L., Chase-Lansdale, P. L., & Li-Grining, C. (2001).  Child care in the era of welfare 

reform: Quality, choices, and preferences.  Policy Brief 01-04.  Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, MD.   

 
Coley, R. L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L.  (2000). Welfare receipt, financial strain, and African-

American adolescent functioning.  Social Service Review, 74, 380-404. 
 
Coley, R. L., Kuta, A. M., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (2000). An insider view: Knowledge and 

opinions of welfare from African American girls in poverty.  Journal of Social Issues, 56(4), 
709-727. 

 
Coley, R. L. (2000).  Review of “Managing to make it: Urban families and adolescent success.” 

Social Service Review, 74, 139-142. 
 
Cherlin A. J., Winston P., Angel R., Burton L. M., Chase-Lansdale P. L., Moffitt R., Wilson W. 

J., Coley R. L., & Quane J.  (2000). What welfare recipients know about the new rules and 
what they have to say about them.  Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press.   

 
Coley, R. L.  (1999).  Nonmaternal care and supervision: Prevalence and effects of child-care 

arrangements on child well-being.  In L. W. Hoffman, L. M. Youngblade, with R. L. Coley, 
A. S. Fuligni, & D. D. Kovacs (Eds.), Mothers at work: Effects on children’s well-being (pp. 
256-277).  New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 
Coley, R. L. & Chase-Lansdale, P. L.  (1999).  Stability and change in paternal involvement 

among urban African American fathers.  Journal of Family Psychology, 13(3), 1-20. 
 
Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Gordon, R. A., Coley, R. L., Wakschlag, L. S., & Brooks-Gunn, J.  

(1999).  Young African-American multigenerational families in poverty:  The contexts, 
exchanges, and processes of their lives.  In E. M Hetherington (Ed.), Coping with divorce, 
single parenting, and remarriage:  A risk and resiliency perspective (pp. 165-192).  
Mahway, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

 
Hoffman, L. W.,Youngblade, L. M., with Coley, R. L., Fuligni, A. S., & Kovacs, D. D. (1999).  

Mothers at work: Effects on children’s well-being.  New York: Cambridge University Press. 
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Kuo, F. E., Sullivan, W. C., Coley, R. L., & Brunson, L.  (1999).  Fertile ground for community:  
Inner-city neighborhood common spaces.  American Journal of Community Psychology, 
26(6), 823-851.  

 
Coley, R. L. (1998).  Children’s socialization experiences and functioning in single-mother 

households:  The importance of fathers and other men.  Child Development, 69, 219-230. 
 
Coley, R. L. & Chase-Lansdale, P. L.  (1998).  Adolescent pregnancy and parenting:  Recent 

evidence and future directions.  American Psychologist, 53, 152-166.  Reprinted (2001). 
Adolescent Behavior: Readings and Interpretations.  E. Aries (Ed.) Guilford, CT: 
Dushkin/McGraw-Hill. 

 
Coley, R. L., Kuo, F. K, & Sullivan, W. C.  (1997).  Where does community grow?  The social 

context created by nature in urban public housing.  Environment and Behavior, 29, 468-494.  
 
Coley, R. L. & Hoffman, L. W.  (1996).   Relations of parental supervision and monitoring to 

children's functioning in various contexts:  Moderating effects of families and 
neighborhoods.  Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, 17, 51-68. 

 
 
Manuscripts Under Review 
 
Bachman, H. J., Coley, R. L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (under review).  Is maternal marriage 

beneficial for low-income adolescents? 
  
Coley, R. L., Lewin-Bizan, S., & Carrano, J.  (under review).  Low-income fathers’ parenting 

and socioeconomic resources:  Promoting children’s cognitive skills 
 
Votruba-Drzal, E., Coley, R. L., Carreño, C. M., Li-Grining, C. P., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. 

(under review). Child care and the socioemotional development of economically 
disadvantaged children in middle childhood.  

 
Presentations 
 

Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Cherlin, A. J., Guttmannova, K., Ribar, D. C., Fomby, P., & Coley, R. L. 
(August, 2008).  U.S. Welfare Reform: Implications for the Long-Term Development of 
Children, Adolescents, and Young Adults.  Invited presentation, MacArthur Foundation 
Network on the Family and the Economy, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ.  

 
Coley, R. L. (June, 2008).  Welfare to Work Policies: Implications for Child and Family Well-

Being.  Invited presentation, Institute of Early Childhood, Macquarie University, Sydney, 
Australia.    

 
Coley, R. L. (May, 2008).  Early childhood education and care as a resource for low-income    

children and mothers.  Invited presentation, Children and Families Research Centre, 
Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia.   
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Coley, R. L. (April, 2008). Parenting practices and youth risk behaviors: Protection or 

reaction?  Invited presentation, School of Social Science, University of Queensland, St. 
Lucia, Australia. 

 
Coley, R. L. (April, 2008).  Welfare reform in the U.S.: How welfare to work has affected 

children and families.  Invited presentation, School of Social Work and Human Services, 
University of Queensland, St. Lucia, Australia. 

 
Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Cherlin, A. J., Guttmannova, K., Ribar, D. C., Fomby, P., & Coley, R. L. 

(April, 2008).  Welfare reform: Implications for the long-term development of children, 
adolescents, and young adults.  Invited presentation, Department of Social Welfare, UCLA, 
Los Angeles, CA. 

 
 Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Cherlin, A. J., Guttmannova, K., Ribar, D. C., Fomby, P., & Coley, R. L. 

(April, 2008).  Welfare reform: Implications for the long-term development of children, 
adolescents, and young adults.  Invited presentation, MDRC, New York, NY.   

 
Coley, R. L. (March, 2008). Parenting practices and youth risk behaviors: Protection or 

reaction? Invited presentation, Department of Psychology, University of New South Wales, 
Sydney, Australia. 

 
Coley, R. L.  (February, 2008).  Early childhood education and care controversies and questions 

in the U.S.  Invited presentation, Building an International Research Collaboration in Early 
Childhood Education and Care Workshop, Sydney, Australia. 

 
Votruba-Drzal , E., Coley, R. L., Maldonado-Carreño, C., Li-Grining, C., & Chase-Lansdale, P. 

L. (November, 2007). Child care arrangements and the development of economically 
disadvantaged children in middle childhood.  Paper presented at the annual meetings of the 
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, Washington, D.C. 

 
Coley, R. L. (July, 2007).  Welfare reform in the U.S.: How welfare to work has affected 

children and families.  Invited presentation to the Social Policy Research Centre, Sydney, 
Australia. 

 
Coley, R. L. (July, 2007).  Movements from welfare to work:  Building capital in the next 

generation.  Paper presented at the Australian Social Policy Conference, Sydney, Australia. 
 
Coley, R. L., Medeiros, B. L., & Schindler, H. M. (July, 2007).  Using sibling differences to 

estimate effects of parenting on adolescent sexual risk behaviors.  Paper presented at the 
Australasian Human Development Association, Sydney, Australia. 

 
Coley, R. L. (June, 2007).  Policy implications from research with urban noncustodial fathers 

and adolescents.  Invited presentation to the Massachusetts State Legislators, Boston, MA.  
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Coley, R. L. (June, 2007).  Urban noncustodial fathers: A preventive force against teen 
delinquency.  Invited presentation to Fathers and Families, Dorchester, MA. 

 
Coley, R. L. (March, 2007). Youth risk behaviors and family contexts.  Invited presentation, 

Graduate School of Education, Harvard University. 
 
Coley, R. L., & Schindler, H. M.  (March, 2007).  Fathers’ contributions to maternal and 

household functioning.  Paper presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for 
Research on Child Development, Boston, MA. 

 
Lewin-Bizan, S., & Coley, R. L.  (March, 2007).  Fathers’ criminal engagement and 

involvement with children:  An assessment of the longitudinal transactional relationship.  
Poster presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for Research on Child 
Development, Boston, MA. 

 
Pratt, E., & Coley, R. L.  (March, 2007).  A qualitative study of adolescent living in rural 

poverty.  Poster presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for Research on Child 
Development, Boston, MA. 

 
Coley, R. L. (February, 2007). Youth risk behaviors and family contexts.  Invited presentation, 

School of Public Health, Harvard University. 
 
Coley, R. L.  (October, 2006).  Fathering and youth risk behaviors. Invited presentation, Lynch 

School of Education, Boston College.    
 
Coley, R. L.  (October, 2006).  Family processes and youth risk behaviors: A two-way street. 

Invited presentation, Psychology Department, Yale University.    
 
Coley, R. L., & Medeiros, B. L.  (July, 2006). Adolescent delinquency and nonresident father 

involvement in low-income families: Transactional relations.  Poster presented at the 
International Society for the Study of Behavioural Development.  Melbourne, Australia. 

 
Coley, R. L., Votruba-Drzal, E., & Schindler, H. S. (July, 2006). Mothers’ versus fathers’ 

parenting behaviors and adolescent risk behaviors. Poster presented at the International 
Society for the Study of Behavioural Development.  Melbourne, Australia. 

 
Coley, R. L.  (June, 2006).  Family processes and youth risk behaviors: A two-way street. Invited 

presentation, Child Well-being in the 21st Century conference, UC Davis.    
 
Coley, R. L., & Medeiros, B. L. (March, 2006).  Reciprocal longitudinal relations                                                 

between nonresident father involvement and adolescent delinquency.  Paper presented at 
the Society for Research on Adolescence conference, San Francisco, CA. 

 
Coley, R. L., & Medeiros, B. L. (March, 2006).  Youth influencing fathers and fathers 

influencing youth: Adolescent delinquency and nonresident father involvement.  Paper 
presented at the Population Association of America meetings, Los Angeles, CA. 
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Coley, R. L., Votruba-Drzal, E., &  Schindler, H. S. (March, 2006). Longitudinal trajectories of 

youth risk behaviors and family processes: Who influences whom? Paper presented at the 
Population Association of America meetings, Los Angeles, CA. 

 
Hernandez, D., Coley, R. L., & Lewin-Bizan, S. (March, 2006).  Father involvement and 

parental relationship quality among new parents:  A reciprocal relationship?  Paper 
presented at the Population Association of America meetings, Los Angeles, CA. 

 
Votruba-Drzal, E., Coley, R. L., &  Schindler, H. S. (March, 2006). Bidirectional relations 

among fathers’ and mothers’ parenting and adolescent problem behaviors. Paper presented 
at the Society for Research on Adolescence conference, San Francisco, CA. 

  
Coley, R. L., Bachman, H., Lohman, B., Li-Grining, C., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (November, 

2005). Human capital characteristics as moderators of maternal welfare and work 
experiences on adolescent well-being.  Paper presented at the annual meetings of the 
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, Washington, D.C. 

 
Medeiros, B., Coley, R. L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L.  (November, 2005). Maternal knowledge 

and use of community services in high-poverty neighborhoods.  Paper presented at the 
annual meetings of the Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Medeiros, B. & Coley, R. L. (November, 2005). Understanding patterns of social engagement 

among low-income mothers.  Paper presented at the annual meetings of the National 
Council on Family Relations, Phoenix, AZ. 

 
Schindler, H. S. & Coley, R. L. (November, 2005). Fathers experience homelessness too.  Poster 

presented at the annual meetings of the National Council on Family Relations, Phoenix, 
AZ. 

 
Coley, R. L. (August, 2005).  Fathering in low-income families.  Invited address, annual 

meetings of the American Psychological Association, Washington, DC. 
 
Coley, R. L. (June, 2005).  Mothers’ transitions from welfare to work and the well-being of 

preschoolers and adolescents.  Invited address, National Welfare Research and Evaluation 
Conference, Arlington, VA. 

 
Hernandez, D. C., & Coley, R. L. (April, 2005). Addressing internal reliability and predictive 

validity concerns of survey reports of father involvement.  Paper presented at the annual 
meetings of the Population Association of America, Philadelphia, PA. 

 
Hernandez, D. C., & Coley, R. L. (April, 2005). Predictors of change in male and female 

adolescent delinquent trajectories. Poster presented at the biennial meetings of the Society 
for Research on Child Development, Atlanta, GA. 
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Medeiros, B. L., & Coley, R. L. (April, 2005). Predicting patterns of social engagement for 
urban low-income households. Poster presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for 
Research on Child Development, Atlanta, GA. 

 
Schindler, H. S., & Coley, R. L. (April, 2005). A qualitative study of homeless fathers. Poster 

presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for Research on Child Development, 
Atlanta, GA. 

 
Hernandez, D. C., & Coley, R. L. (October, 2004). Determinants of stability and change in the 

co-occurrence of behavioral, psychological, and sexual risk behaviors among low-income 
adolescents.  Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Association of Public Policy 
Analysis and Management, Atlanta, GA. 

 
Bachman, H., Coley, R. L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (July, 2004).  Family structure changes and 

low-income adolescents’ well-being.  Poster presented at the Family Research Consortium 
IV, Life Span Transitions, Families, and Mental Health, San Juan, Puerto Rico.  

 
Coley, R. L. (May, 2004).  Child welfare and welfare reform.  Invited address, Children’s 

Hospital Matthew Eappen Lecture in Child Protection, Boston, MA. 
 
Bachman, H., Coley, R. L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (April, 2004). The influence of marriage, 

cohabitation, and family structure changes on low-income adolescents’ development.  
Paper presented at the biennial meetings of the Population Association of America, Boston, 
MA. 

 
Coley, R. L., & Medeiros, B. (April, 2004). Paternal engagement and responsibility in low-

income families: Longitudinal links with adolescent well-being.  Paper presented at the 
biennial meetings of the Population Association of America, Boston, MA. 

 
Coley, R. L., Bachman, H., Lohman, B., Li-Grining, C., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (March, 2004). 

Maternal employment and adolescent well-being in low-income families: Economic and 
psychological moderators.  Paper presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for 
Research on Adolescence, Baltimore, MD. 

 
Coley, R. L., & Medeiros, B. (March, 2004). Fathers’ accessibility, responsibility, and 

emotional closeness: Links with low-income adolescents’ developmental trajectories.  
Poster presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for Research on Adolescence, 
Baltimore, MD. 

 
Hernandez, D. C., & Coley, R. L. (March, 2004). Determinants of stability and change in the co-

occurrence of behavioral, psychological, and sexual risk behaviors among low-income 
adolescents.  Poster presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for Research on 
Adolescence, Baltimore, MD. 
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Coley, R. L. (November, 2003). Fathering roles and child well-being in low-income families: 
determinants and effects of paternal involvement.  Invited address, Murray Research 
Center, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 

 
Coley, R. L., & Hernandez, D. (November, 2003). Determinants of paternal involvement in low-

income families: How can policy intervene?  Paper presented at the annual meetings of the 
Association for Public Policy analysis and Management, Washington, D.C. 

 
Coley, R. L., & Schindler, H. (November, 2003). Measuring father involvement in the Three City 

Study.  Invited address, Measurement Issues in Family Demography Conference, Bethesda, 
MD.  

 
Coley, R. L., Lohman, B., Votruba-Drzal, E., Pittman, L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (August, 

2003).  Do family processes and parenting practices mediate the effects of welfare and 
employment transitions on children’s developmental trajectories? Paper presented at the 
annual meetings of the American Sociological Association, August, 2003.   

 
Morris, J.E., & Coley R.L. (2003, August). Maternal role strain, parenting, and child outcomes 

in low-income families. Paper presented at the annual meetings of the American 
Psychological Association, Toronto, ON, Canada. 

 
Coley, R. L., Lohman, B., Votruba-Drzal, E., Pittman, L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (April, 2003). 

Parenting, psychological functioning, time, and money: Mediators of employment and 
welfare transitions on low-income children. Paper presented at the biennial meetings of the 
Society for Research on Child Development, Tampa, FL. 

 
Votruba-Drzal, E., & Coley, R. L.  (April, 2003). Influence of chidlcare quality on low-income 

children’s cognitive and social trajectories: Main effects and subgroup differences.  Paper 
presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for Research on Child Development, 
Tampa, FL. 

 
Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Moffitt, R., Lohman, B., Cherlin, A., & Coley, R. L.(November, 2002).  

Becoming employed and leaving welfare: What happens to the children? Paper presented 
at the annual meetings of the Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, 
Dallas, TX. 

 
Coley, R. L.  (November, 2002).  The impact of maternal welfare and employment transitions on 

children’s well-being: A look at family process.  Invited address, Center on Children, 
Families, and the Law, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, NB. 

 
Votruba-Drzal, E., Coley, R. L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L.  (November, 2002).  Multiple 

dimensions of child care quality: Impacts on low-income children’s development.  Paper 
presented at the annual meetings of the Association for Public Policy Analysis and 
Management, Dallas, TX. 
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Coley, R. L.  (October, 2002).  Welfare reform and the well-being of children and adolescents.  
Invited address, Lynch School of Education’s 50th Anniversary, Boston College, Chestnut 
Hill, MA. 

 
Morris, J. E., & Coley, R. L. (August, 2002). Predictors of work-family role strain in low-income 

women.  Paper presented at the American Psychological Association, Chicago, IL. 
 
Coley, R. L., & Morris, J. E. (May, 2002).  Predictors of father-mother congruence in reports of 

father involvement.  Paper presented at the biennial meetings of the Population Association 
of America, Atlanta, GA. 

 
Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Lohman, B., Pittman, L, Coley, R. L., Moffitt, R., & Cherlin, A. (April, 

2002).  Adolescents and welfare reform: Developmental trajectories in the Three City 
Study. Paper presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for Research on 
Adolescence, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Coley, R. L., Morris, J. E., & Hernandez, D. C. (April, 2002).  Out-of-school supervision of low-

income adolescents: Links with academic and behavioral functioning. Paper presented at 
the biennial meetings of the Society for Research on Adolescence, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Coley, R. L.  (February, 2002).  Welfare reform and child outcomes.  Invited address, Research 

Forum on Children, Families, and the New Federalism, Washington, D.C. 
 
Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Coley, R. L., Lohman, B., & Pittman, L.  (November, 2001).  Welfare 

reform and children: The Three City Study.  Paper presented at the Association for Public 
Policy, Analysis & Management, Washington D.C. 

 
Coley, R. L. & Morris, J. E.  (September, 2001).  Comparing mother and father reports of father 

involvement among low-income minority families.  Invited address, HHS-ASPE Research 
Development Grants Conference, Washington, DC. 

 
Coley, R. L. (June, 2001).  Perspectives on child care for low-income children.  Invited address, 

Public Obligations: Giving Kids a Chance—The State Role in Early Education Policy, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 

 
Coley, R. L., Chase-Lansdale, P. L., & Grining, C. L.  (May, 2001).  Observational and  

maternal views of child care: What's best for low-income children and families?  Invited 
address, From Welfare to Child Care: What Happens to Infants and Toddlers when Single 
Mothers Exchange Welfare for Work?  Washington, DC. 

 
Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Angel, R., Burton, L., Cherlin, A., and Coley, R. L. (April, 2001). The 

Three-City Study of Welfare, Children, & Families: A multidisciplinary approach for 
science to influence policy. Paper presented at the biennial Meeting of the Society for 
Research on Child Development. 
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Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Coley, R. L., & Friedman, R.  (April, 2001).  Welfare reform: How are 
the children doing? Poster presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for Research 
on Child Development, Minneapolis, MN. 

 
Coley, R. L., Chase-Lansdale, P. L., & Grining, C. L. (April, 2001). Low-income families and 

child care: Quality, options and choices.  Poster presented at the biennial meetings of the 
Society for Research on Child Development, Minneapolis, MN. 

 
Coley, R. L. (April, 2001). Demographic, psychological, and family determinants of paternal 

involvement in African American and Hispanic low-income families.  Paper presented at 
the biennial meetings of the Society for Research on Child Development, Minneapolis, 
MN. 

 
Moore, M. L. & Coley, R. L. (March, 2001).  Perceived financial strain and adolescent 

adjustment among urban, African-American girls.  Paper presented at the annual meetings 
of the Population Association of America, Washington, D.C.  

 
Coley, R. L. & Chase-Lansdale, P. L.  (March, 2000).  The importance of alienation versus trust 

in father-daughter relationships among urban African American families. Paper presented 
at the conference on Conflict and Cooperation in Families, Bethesda, MD. 

 
Moore, M., Coley, R. L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L.  (August, 1999). Relative deprivation, 

perceived financial strain and adolescent adjustment among African American girls in 
disadvantaged neighborhoods.  Paper presented at the annual meetings of the American 
Sociological Association, Chicago, IL. 

 
Coley, R. L.  (April, 1999).  Urban fathers and their children: An overview of theory and 

research.  Invited address, Urban Seminar on Fatherhood, Cambridge, MA. 
 
Coley, R. L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L.  (April, 1998).  Father-daughter relationships in urban 

African American families:  Links with adolescent functioning.  Paper presented at the 
annual meetings of the Population Association of America, Chicago, IL. 

 
Coley, R. L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (February, 1998).  Does the source of too little money 

make a difference?  Welfare versus work in African American families with adolescent 
daughters.  Paper presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for Research in 
Adolescence, San Diego, CA. 

 
Kuta, A. M., Chase-Lansdale, P. L., & Coley, R. L.  (February, 1998).  African American 

adolescent girls’ views of the changing welfare system.  Paper presented at the biennial 
meetings of the Society for Research in Adolescence, San Diego, CA. 

 
Sullivan, W. C., Kuo, F. E., & Coley, R. L.  (May, 1997).  Community-building effects of nature 

in urban public housing.  Paper presented at the 28th International Conference of the 
Environmental Design Research Association, Montreal, Canada. 
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Coley, R. L. & Chase-Lansdale, P. L.  (April, 1997).  Young African American fathers’ 
involvement in the birth and early years of their children.  Paper presented at the Biennial 
meetings of the Society for Research in Child Development, Washington, D.C. 

 
Coley, R. L. & Kuo, F. E.  (June, 1996).  The influence of nature on neighbor relations in urban 

public housing.  Paper presented at the meeting of the Environmental Design Research 
Association, Salt Lake City, UT. 

 
Coley, R. L. & Kuo, F. E.  (June, 1995).  Does place matter?  Patterns of community interaction.  

Paper presented at the Fifth Biennial Conference on Community Research & Action, 
Chicago, IL. 

 
Coley, R. L.  (June, 1995).  Child functioning in urban single-mother families:  The importance 

of men.  Poster presented at the Family Research Consortium Summer Institute, Ogunquit, 
ME. 

 
Coley, R. L.  (April, 1995).  How parenting practices relate to child outcomes:  Different effects 

in different environments.  Paper presented at the Biennial Meetings of the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Indianapolis, IN. 

 
Coley, R. L. (Levine, R. E.)  (April, 1994).  Effects of parental supervision and monitoring on 

children's functioning in various contexts.  Poster presented at the Thirteenth Biennial 
Conference on Human Development, Pittsburgh, PA. 

 
 
 
 


