GSSW Student Organizations and Committees
THE STUDENT COLLECTIVE

The Student Collective is the governing body for students in the Graduate School of Social Work. The
Collective ensures greater communication among members of the student body, represents student
views to the Dean, faculty, and administrators, and enhances the quality of life for GSSW students.
Within the Student Collective there are various groups and committees that focus on specific areas of
interest. All committees are open for participation to all GSSW students during the entire year.

Student Collective Board Members

Executive Coordinator Shelly-Ann Dewsbury shellyann.dewsbury.1@bc.edu
Community Action Coordinator Sarah Williamson sarah.williamson.2@bc.edu
Social Events Coordinator Leslie Petros leslie.petros.1@bc.edu
Budget Secretary Rebecca Dreifuss rebecca.dreifuss.1@bc.edu

Student Collective Committees/Interest Groups

COMMON GROUND
Common Ground provides a forum for students to address issues of difference on the
personal, interpersonal, and societal levels. It seeks to attract students who are interested in
moving beyond mere tolerance of difference, to an understanding and appreciation of

difference.
Student Leaders: Damian Waite damian.waite.1@bc.edu
GSSW Liaison: Cindy Snell cindy.snell@bc.edu

COMMUNITY ACTION COMMITTEE
The Community Action Committee promotes student involvement in social justice activities
within the GSSW Community.

Student Leader: Sarah Williamson sarah.williamson.2@bc.edu
GSSW Liaison: Dorothy Weitzman dorothy.weitzman@bc.edu
GLOBE

Globe is a student group bringing GSSW international students and their allies together to
provide a welcoming environment for international students and to advocate on their behalf
in the GSSW and throughout the Boston College community.

Student Leaders: Diana Castaneda diana.castaneda.1@bc.edu
GSSW Liaison: Penny Alexander penny.alexander@bc.edu

HIV/AIDS COMMITTEE
The HIV/AIDS Committee has as its purpose to increase awareness of HIV/AIDS among
members of the GSSW Community.

Student Leaders: Adam Brooks mohamad.brooks.1@bc.edu
Melissa Marquez melissa.marquez.1@bc.edu
GSSW Liaison: Vince Lynch vincent.lynch@bc.edu
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SOCIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE
The Social Events Committee plans the two large social events that commence each
semester and the other smaller, more informal social events that take place throughout the
semesters.

Student Leader: Leslie Petros leslie.petros.1@bc.edu

SOCIAL WORK AND SPIRITUALITY
Social Work and Spirituality provides a forum for GSSW students of various spiritual
backgrounds to come together to discuss and explore the intersection between their
personal spiritual beliefs and practices and their professional practice as social workers.

Student Leaders: Francis Guerriero francis.guerriero.1@bc.edu
Lisa Pusinelli Marcus lisa.pusinelli.t@bc.edu
GSSW Liaison: Liz Cinquino mary.cinquino@bc.edu
SPECTRUM

Spectrum is a student group for Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual, and Transgendered students as well
as allies. Spectrum educates and informs the larger social work community about diversity,
homophobia, and heterosexism and provides space for students to discuss a variety of
issues.

Student Leaders:
GSSW Liaison: Kevin Mahoney kevin.mahoney@bc.edu

THREE-YEAR PROGRAM STUDENT GROUP
Three-Year Program Student Group is a support group for students in the three or four year
programs of study.

Student Leader: Aaron Carter aaron.carter.1@bc.edu
GSSW Liaison: Penny Alexander penny.alexander@bc.edu
UMOJA

Umoja, an African word meaning unity, is the student organization for people of color (Asian
American, African American, Native American, and Latino American). Umoja is a support
group for its members and strives to increase the awareness of the GSSW community
around issues related to people of color.

Student Leaders: Judivelly Torres judivelly.torres.1@bc.edu
Shelly-Ann Dewsbury shellyann.dewsbury.1@bc.edu
GSSW Liaison: Margaret Lombe margaret.lombe@bc.edu

GSSW EXECUTIVE BOARD

The purpose of the Executive Board is to encourage and stimulate excellence in the continuing
development of the Graduate School of Social Work. The Board is the legislative body for the
GSSW with five student representatives.

Student Representatives of the Executive Board

Aymsley Brien aymsley.brien.1@bc.edu
Greg Perchik gregory.perchik.1@bc.edu
Kristin Spooner kristin.spooner.1@bc.edu



