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Introduction 
 
Welcome to the Boston College and Opportunity Foundation of Americaôs computer-

human interface system called EagleEyes.  EagleEyes is an innovative mouse substitute 

that facilitates communication and instruction.  Its purpose is to provide access to the 

computer for individuals with limited motor and verbal abilities.  Although EagleEyes is 

not a substitute for genuine human interaction, its use has the potential to open doors to 

learning and communication not previously available to individuals with severe 

disabilities.  EagleEyes can be used for academic, communication, and leisure activities 

including gaining access to the Internet. 

 

This manual is designed to aid users in their understanding of EagleEyes and how to 

incorporate this technology into a consistent training and usage program.  Every effort 

has been made to include within this manual the necessary information to run, operate, 

and maintain EagleEyes. Should you encounter a problem, have difficulty interpreting 

any instructions, or feel something important is missing from the document, please 

contact Professor James Gips at 617.552.3981 or at gips@bc.edu. 

 

The Boston College EagleEyes website is http://www.eagleeyes.org  The website of the 

Opportunity Foundation of America is at http://www.ofoa.net 

 

 
 

http://www.eagleeyes.org/
http://www.ofoa.net/
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Recommended Computer Equipment 
 

 

Below is the list of computer specifications recommended for EagleEyes. 

 

¶ A standard desktop or notebook computer with Windows Vista or Windows XP, an 

open USB port, a CD drive, and an internet connection.  

 

¶ A color printer for printing eye paintings and other output.   

 

¶ An appropriate table for the system. 
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Setting Up Your Workspace 
 

 
Environmental conditions for the system set-up include:   

 

¶ Privacy for the user ï Privacy should be protected for the user.  It is 

good if the system is in an area where the user is not distracted. 

 

¶ Light and glare ï Optimal lighting for viewing the screen is a primary 

consideration. Pay special attention to reflective glare on the screen. 

 

¶ Static electricity ï Can be prevented by the purchase of anti-static 

floor mats placed near your system configuration. 

 

¶ Proper ventilation ï Air flow should be consistent so as not to overheat 

the user or the system.  Also, it is good to keep the environment 

relatively dust free. 

 

¶ Humidity control ï In addition to proper ventilation, the amount of 

humidity in the area where EagleEyes is being used can affect both the 

performances of the system and the user. 

 

 

The most essential component of EagleEyes to the user is the monitor.  The monitor 

height should be centered with the userôs nose and placed at a distance of one armôs 

length away.  Itôs usually best if the wheelchair fits under the table or stand holding the 

monitor.  If there is going to be one primary user of the system (for example in a home) 

then the system should be configured for that person with the monitor placed accordingly.  

If the system is going to be used by several people (for example in a school or assistive 

technology center) then it is very useful to invest in an adjustable stand for the monitor.  

Stands that can be raised or lowered by hand cranks or by the push of a button 

(motorized) are available. 

 

The electrode cables should be loose and out of the userôs line of sight (and grasp, if 

motor control is an issue).   

 

  Cables should be kept off the floor and away from the speakers to prevent 

electrical interference. 

 

Lastly, ample room is needed to maneuver the userôs wheelchair in order to maximize the 

personôs performance. 
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Software Installation 
 

Please be sure to install the EagleEyes software BEFORE connecting the EagleEyes 

hardware to the computer. 

 

Also, please make sure the EagleEyes box has two 9 volt batteries. 

 

 

1. Insert the EagleEyes 2009 Installation CD.  The Installer program should begin 

automatically.  (If nothing happens, open up Computer or My Computer, go to the 

CD drive and double-click on the CD icon, and double-click on setup.exe.) 

 

2. If the computer asks for permission to continue, click on Allow to allow the 

EagleEyes 2009 Installer program to proceed.   

 

3. When the following window appears, click Next. 
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4. When the Device Driver Installer appears, click Next. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

5. When the Completing Device Driver window appears, click Finish. 

 

 

 
 



EagleEyes 2009 User Manual     Page  6  of 45  

 

6. And, click Finish again when this window appears. 

 

 

 
 

 

7. An EagleEyes 2009 shortcut will appear on the desktop and the program menu.  After 

finishing, leave the EagleEyes 2009 Installation CD in the CD drive. 

 

 

 
 

 

8. After installing the software, turn on the EagleEyes box and plug the EagleEyes Box 

into the computer using the USB cable.  Two messages might appear briefly in the 

bottom right corner of the screen.  The green USB light should turn on under the face 

on the EagleEyes box.  The green light indicates that the EagleEyes box is 

communicating with the computer. 

 

 

9. Double-Click on the EagleEyes 2009 icon on the desktop.   
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10. The EagleEyes 2009 Control Panel program window should appear: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

11. You may remove the EagleEyes CD from the computer.  EagleEyes 2009 now is 

successfully installed.  Please save the CD but you should not need it again for this 

computer. 
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Supplies 

 
 

 

Electrode Gel  

          
 

 

(available from the 

Opportunity Foundation of 

America) 

 

 

                                                                    

 

 

              

             
Alcohol Pads 

          
 

 

(available at any pharmacy) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cotton Gauze Pads 

          
 

(available at any pharmacy) 

 

 

 

 

 
 


