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L etter from the Chair per son

T he 2000-2001 academic year has been
an exciting one for the Boston College So-
ciology Department. Of particular impor-
tance has been the hiring of severa new
faculty members, the presence of two full-
time visiting faculty, and the inauguration
of our new Visiting Scholars Seminar Se-
ries. In addition to the continuing scholarly
productivity of our faculty and the vitality
of our graduate program and undergradu-
ate major, the events this

comes to Boston College after teaching
previously at Pepperdine University and
University of Connecticut. Already the au-
thor of numerous scholarly articles and a
forthcoming book, Kerry Ann’s principal
research to date hasfocused on topicsrang-
ing from the sociology of bi-racial iden-
tity to black feminist thought, the politics
of school uniforms, and the impact of
Afrocentric approaches to education with

U.S. public schools. Rob-

year have not only strength-
ened our department but un-
derscored our reputation as
aleading sitefor justice-ori-
ented sociological scholar-
ship in the Boston metro-
politan area.

At the top of the list of
new faculty hires is Juliet
Schor. An internationally
recognized scholar in the
areaof economy and society,
Juliet hasleft her position as
Director of Women's Stud-

“1n addition to the
continuing scholarly
productivity of our faculty
and the vitality of our
graduate program and
undergraduate major, the
events this year have not
only strengthened our
department but under-
scored our reputation as a
leading site for justice-
oriented sociological
scholarship in the Boston
metropolitan area.”

ert Kunovichrecently com-
pleted his Ph.D. at Ohio
State University and
brings expertise to our de-
partment in advanced
guantitative methods, soci-
ology of Eastern Europe,
political sociology, and
ethnic conflict. Robert is
also the author of recently
published work on ethnic
and religious strife in the
former Yugoslavian re-
publics. In addition to

ies at Harvard University to
join our faculty this Septem-
ber. While Juliet’ s recent writings on time
spent at work and the cultural politics of
consumer society have earned her wide
critical acclaim, her current research into
the commercialization of childhood prom-
ises to bring a discerning sociological eye
to this problem as well. Joining Juliet this
fall are new Assistant Professors Kerry
Ann Rockquemore and Robert
Kunovich. Kerry Ann completed her Ph.D.
at University of Notre Dame in 1999 and

these new full-time fac-
ulty, two other recent hires
add scholarly depth and broaden our
department’s areas of specialized
expertise.These include Professors
Patricia Chang and Catherine Kohler
Riessman. Patricia Chang, a noted soci-
ologist of religion and formal organiza-
tions, comes to BC as Assistant Director
of the new Boisi Center for the Study of
Religion and American Public Life and a
half-time faculty member in the Sociology
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Department. Catherine Riessman, awell-known medical sociologist, teacher of qualitative methods, and author of an influen-
tial book on narrative analysis, joins us as a Research Professor after leaving aprevious position at Boston University. Catherine
will teach one graduate-level seminar in our department each year.

Each of the new faculty mentioned above promise to contribute substantially to our department’s graduate program,
with its thematic focus on “ Social Economy and Social Justice: Gender, Race and Classin a Global Context.” Each also
has awell-deserved reputation as afirst-rate undergraduate instructor. Over the past year, these aspects of our department
have also been served by the presence of two outstanding visiting faculty members—Arthur Kroker and Thomas
Reifer. Arthur, along with Marilouise Kroker, aVisiting Scholar at BC this year aswell, is an editor of the prestigious
electronic journal, CTHEORY. He is also a Professor of Palitical Science at Concordia University in Montreal, a re-
nowned social theorist and author of numerous books and articles on technology and society, culture, and the politics of
media. As a Visiting Distinguished Professor, Arthur taught graduate and undergraduate courses on social aspects of

technology, contemporary French socia thought, and
the social ethics of genetic research. Visiting Assis-
tant Professor Thomas Reifer this year provided in-
valuable expertise in the areas of comparative histori-
cal sociology, global approachesto socia change, and
the study of culture, gender, military and the statefrom
acritical world systems perspective. Tom also coordi-
nated the seminar portions of our Visiting Scholars
Seminar Series. Although at BC for but ayear, Arthur
Kroker and Tom Reifer’s contributions were enor-
mous. As such, numerous graduate and undergradu-
ate students have already approached me about the
possibilities of getting these outstanding scholars back
on campus in years to come.

Thefinal major event taking placein our depart-
ment this last year involved our newly instituted Vis-
iting Scholars Seminar Series. Funded by agrant from
the Academic Vice-President’s Office in conjunction
with atransition toward retirement agreement negoti-
ated by Professor William Gamson, this seriesis al-
ready an important aspect of sociological scholarship
at Boston College. This series brings leading socio-
logical thinkersto our campus each Spring for several
intensive days of residency and scholarly exchange.
Eachinvited scholar isasked to deliver amgjor public
lecture, to conduct two specialized faculty/graduate
student seminars, and to be availablefor informal dis-
cussion with studentsand faculty during her or hisvisit.
In its inaugural year, the theme for this series was
“Black Socia Thought in the Early Twenty-first Cen-
tury: Politics, Culture and Social Change.” Participat-
ing scholarsincluded Paul Gilroy (Yale University),
Aldon Morris (Northwestern University), and M.

Alumni Notes

Danielle Egan (Ph.D 2000) was a featured discussant of the
thematic session: “ The Commercial Sex Industry.” This ses-
sion was part of the 50" annual meeting of the Society for the
Sudy of Social Problems—* Inventing Social Justice: SSSP and
the 21% Century” —in Washington D.C., August.

Ayumi Iseki (M.A. 2000) attended the 95" annual meeting of
the American Sociological Association in Washington D.C.,
August 2000. Ayumi presented a paper entitled “ Old-Age Se-
curity Policiesin China, Japan, and Singapore.”

JulieManga (Ph.D. 2000) was offered and has accepted a book
contract with New York University Press to publish a revised
version of her Ph.D. dissertation.

Janet Wirth-Cauchon (Ph.D. 1993), Associate Professor at
Drake University in DesMoines lowa, published the book,
Women and Borderline Personality Disorder: Symptoms and
Sories. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2001.
This work, a revised version of Janet’'s 1993 Boston College
dissertation, represents a feminist cultural analysis of the no-
tionsof “ unstable” selfhood found in case narratives of women
diagnosed with borderline personality disorder. Janet’s explo-
ration of contemporary post-Freudian psychoanalytic notions
of the self as they apply to women'’s identity conflictsis an im-
portant contribution to the literature on social constructions of
mental illnessin women and to feminist critiques of psychiatry.
Janet’s book is also the subject of a review essay by Emily
Nussbaum in Lingua Franca (May/June 2001).

Jacqui Alexander (Connecticut College). Each of these individualsdelivered truly thought-provoking lectures and orga-
nized seminarsthat were, at once, intellectually challenging and deeply moving to attend. Their presence on campus aso
attracted faculty and students from a wide range of other BC departments, making these visits an important site for
genuine interdisciplinary exchange. Also indicativeof the success of this series in its initial year is the fact that the
department has already been approached by publishers concerning the possibility of publishing an edited volume of the
lectures given by our visiting scholars. Truly, this series should play an increasing important aspect of the scholarly life
of our department in years to come. The theme for next year’s Visiting Scholars Seminar Series will be “Gender and

continued on page 39



Acclaimed Scholar Juliet Schor Joins Sociology Faculty

“Inrecent years, | have attempted to construct a comprehensive and critical theory of worktime and consumerism which

captures people's “ daily life”
worked on in the 1980’ s--trade, globalization, and environment.”

T he Sociology Depart-
ment is extremely enthusi-
astic about the appointment
of Juliet B. Schor as Pro-
fessor of Sociology at Bos-
ton College. Professor
Schor, an internationally
recognized scholar and
enormously influential
publicintellectual will join
thefaculty of the Sociology
Department in September
of 2001. While trained as
an economist, Schor’s in-
terdisciplinary research and
writings on the socia dy-
namics of work-time and
consumption are deeply
steeped inthetraditions of critical sociological analysis. Indeed, Juilet
Schor’ s voluminous scholarship is routinely cited by |eading sociolo-
gists as among the most important contributions to contemporary un-
derstandings of both time spent at work and income spent on con-
sumer goods and services. According to Barrie Thorne, Professor of
Sociology and Women's Studies at University of California, Berke-
ley, Schor’s appointment to BC is a genuine “coup” both for our So-
ciology Department and university.

A Senior Lecturer and Director of Women’'s Studies at Harvard
University and Professor of Economicsat University of Tilburg, Schor
also has awell-deserved reputation as an outstanding university-level
teacher and mentor. Thisisclearly documented in areview of Juliet’'s
Harvard University teaching evaluations and in assessments of her
teaching by two of our department’s graduate students, appointed as
tutorsto assist in theinstruction of Professor Schor’ slarge and highly
acclaimed undergraduate courses at Harvard. Schor’s record of uni-
versity and professional service also appears excellent.

Schor’s Resear ch and Publication. Prior to her Boston College ap-
pointment, Juliet Schor’ s scholarly career has been composed of three
overlapping phases. The first (1977-1990) involved work on the im-
pact of state-sponsored social welfare benefits, such as unemploy-
ment insurance and food stamp programs, in shaping the potential
socia “costs’ of worker job loss. Schor also examined the effects of
such government initiatives upon worker productivity, the intensity
of work, the likelihood of worker strikes, and global decision-making
by finance capital. The next phase of Schor’s research (1985-present)
involved the study of historical and structural factors associated with
the prolongation of hours spent at work. The third phase of Schor’s
scholarly career included social-economic and cultural analyses of

experiences. My agenda for the future is to integrate that work with some of the issues |

connections between work-time and consumer
spending. Each of these phases of Schor’sresearch
has resulted in major and highly acclaimed schol -
arly publications. The same may be expected of
Juliet’s current research on the “commercializa-
tion of childhood.”

The Differential Costs of Job Loss. This initial
phase of Juliet Schor’s scholarship concerned con-
nections between the social welfare state arising in
Western countries following the Second World War
and the effects that welfare programs have on the
costs of potential job loss. Schor further explored
theimpact of potential job |oss upon such matters as
wage cycles, strike preparation, theintensity of work,
and worker productivity. Schor’s writings on these
topics included a series of highly influential refer-
eed journal articles and the important co-edited vol-
ume (with Stephen Marglin) The Golden Age of
Capitalism: Re-interpreting the Post War Experi-
ence (Oxford University Press, 1989). This period
of Schor’s research was also marked by macroeco-
nomic analyses of post-war society conducted in con-
junction with the World Institute in Development
Economics Research in Helsinki and extended her
previous analyses on the costs of potential job loss
by examining its influence on investment banking
decisions on the part of global financial institutions.

The Study of Timeat Work. Thissecond phase of
Juliet’s research began with questions raised by her
earlier studies of the cost of job loss. Schor’s previ-
ouswork had uncovered an association between longer
working hoursand arisein the cost of job loss. This
led to a hypothesis concerning a structural bias on
the part of employers against possible reductionsin
the number of hours workers spend on the job. In
subsequent research Juliet pursued an in-depth ex-
ploration of thesocial, historical, and microeconomic
dynamicsbehind this*“ structural bias.” With Harvard
graduate student Laura L eete, Schor then undertook
a study of factors affecting time at work. This in-
volved estimates of changes in hours on the job
among multiple sectors of the US economy from
1969-1989. The result was the publication of im-
portant refereed journal articles by Schor and Leete
examining the so-called “time squeeze” hypothesis.

continued on page 4



Controlling for unemployment, this landmark research
provided empirical estimates of systemic increases of
working hours on the part of USworkers. Thisissue was
exploredin greater depthin Juliet’ s subsequent book, The
Overworked American: The Unexpected Decline of Lei-
sure. Containing aspecific analysis of the gendered char-
acter of unpaid household labor aswell asadetailed con-
siderationthedifferentia impact of overwork on the struc-
ture of American family and society-at-large, The Over-
worked American concludes with an ethically-informed
discussion of policy debates pertaining to time spent at
work. This scholarly and accessibly written book also
introduced Juliet Schor to alarge reading public and has
become required reading in a great many graduate and
undergraduate courses nation-wide. Indeed, it istoday rare
to read discussions of policy pertaining to time at work—
whether in scholarly journals or in the pages of the New
York Times —that do not reference Juliet’s writings.

Analyzing Consumer Society. What happensto thein-
come workers spend so many hours earning? This ques-
tionisexplored in the third phase of Juliet Schor’ swork.
Rooted in large-scale survey data (collected with Brad
Googins) and intensive interviewing with select respon-
dents, Juliet’ sresearch resulted in several influential jour-
nal articles and Juliet’s book, The Overspent American:
Upscaling, Downshifting, and the New Consumer. Juliet’s
analysis of the “new consumerism” here involved a de-
cidedly sociological examination of the impact of inter-
personal reference groups on consumer behavior, as well
as an analysis of the relationship between television
watching and levels of consumption. Also of significance
was data documenting a growth in the number of Ameri-
cans opting out of both overwork and overspending.

Consuming Childhood and Alternative Visions of a
Sustainable Economy. Juliet will bring these ongoing
projects with her to Boston College in September, 2001.
The first—an investigation into the “commercialization
of childhood”—involves two primary sources of data
Theseinclude a statistical analysis of the relationship be-
tween level of television watching and video game play-
ing and various measures of self esteem, SES, and other
family-related variables as well as a large scale longitu-
dinal analysis of consumerism among US middle school
students. The published results of this important study
should add to Juliet Schor’s aready significant reputa-
tion for rigorous and innovative scholarship delving into
pressing social concerns. This Schor accomplishes with
clear-headed analysis and an accessible writing style
aimed at awide intellectual and reading public.

Like so much of her previous work, Schor’ s second
area of ongoing research—a study of alternative social
initiatives aimed at a sustainable global economy—uwiill

prove of great interest to students enrolled in the Soci-
ology Department’ sgraduate program, with itsthematic
focus on “Socia Economy and Social Justice: Gen-
der, Race, and Classin aGlobal Context.” This project
also addresses important ethical-political issues, while
making clear and articul ate connections between schol -
arly excellence and the pursuit of social justice. This
makes Boston College, with its Jesuit tradition empha-
sizing ethically-oriented rigorous inquiry and a com-
mitment to justice, anideal institutional homefor Juliet
Schor. It is also one of a great many reasons why the
Sociology Department is so pleased to welcome Pro-
fessor Schor as a colleague.

Commitment to Teaching Excellence. All evidence
suggeststhat Juliet Schor has proven herself to be an out-
standing university-level educator. This is clearly evi-
denced in Juliet’s course evaluations from Harvard Uni-
versity. Statistically, these evaluations present Professor
Schor as a highly valued instructor who is consistently
ranked as effective, organized, and intellectually challeng-
ing. Also noteworthy isthe fact that many of the evalua-
tions submitted for review by Professor Schor come from
courses with very large enrollments. The “qualitative’
hand-written comments accompanying Schor’s evalua-
tions also suggest that she is a highly motivating and es-
teemed teacher. Comments such as the following appear
aroutine aspect of Schor’s evaluations. “Thiswas are-
aly great course!” “Awesome course!” “l would abso-
lutely recommend this course to any student—male or
female— who cares about the well being of al human
beings....” “Yes! [I would recommend it] It's a wonder-
ful course. Interesting and fairly priceless.” “Fascinating
subject and great presentation.” In combination with her
very high evaluativerankings, these provide confidencethat
Juliet will contribute in a most positive way to teaching
excellence at Boston College once she joins our faculty.
The coursesthat Juliet Schor will be able to teach at
Boston College will contribute significantly to the teach-
ing of sociology at both a graduate and undergraduate
level. As outlined in the short summary of graduate stu-
dent opinions about Schor, there is great enthusiasm for
her joining our faculty as atenured Professor. Of particu-
lar relevance is the fact that two of our recent Ph.D. stu-
dents, Danielle Egan and Leah Schmalzbauer, have each
served as Teaching Assistants for Juliet’s undergraduate
courses at Harvard and report upon the very high quality
Schor’s classroom instruction. During her first years at
BC, Juliet plans to teach graduate and undergraduate of -
ferings on topics of considerable interest to our students.
These include courses on “Consumer Society,” “Gender
and Social Inequality,” and “Social and Political
Economy.” Having served as Director of Women’s Stud-
iesat Harvard, and of course, asafaculty member in Eco-



nomicsat Harvard and severa other schools, Juliet can aso
be expected to add great strength to the development of
interdisciplinary dialogue and teaching at Boston College.

Schor’sRecord of Service. Juliet Schor’srecord of ser-
viceto the colleges and universitiesin which shehasheld
appointments, as well as her service to a variety of pro-
fessional associations and the public at large, isalso very
strong. In addition to her duties as Director of Women's
Studies, while aHarvard University Juliet has served on
aPresidential task force aimed at assessing how employ-
ees balance work-life and family commitments, as an
Advisory Board member to the Gender Studies Program
with Harvard's School of Education, as Women’'s Rep-
resentative to the Radcliffe Graduate Consortium, and as
an active participant in both the Radcliffe Institute for
Advanced Studies and the Provost’s Inter-faculty Semi-
nars on welfare and feminism. Schor has also spoken fre-
guently to awide range of university groups and organi-
zations. Professionally, she serves as an Editorial Board
member of the Journal of Applied Economics and the
Journal of Consumer Culture. She also made key orga-
nizational contributions to the World Institute in Devel-
opment Economics Research. A consultant to the United
Nationsin 1997 on matters pertaining to human devel op-
ment, Schor was a so anon-council member of President
Clinton’s Task Force on Sustainable Development, a
member of the International Advisory Board for the
“Project on Social-Economic Security” of the Interna-
tional Labour Organization, The Parenting Task Force of
the National Parenting Association, and the Research
Advisory Council of the Economic Policy Institute.
Schor has also been active in a variety of civic and
community-oriented service organizations, including
work as a founding member of the Center for a New
American Dream. More importantly, those familiar with
Juliet’s service activities at Harvard register high praise
for both her interpersonal and leadership skills. More-
over, Schor’scommitment to institutional service at Bos-
ton College is aready manifest, even before formally as-
suming her new duties. Indeed, Juliet has generously made
herself available this year to both interview prospective
faculty job candidates and participate in scheduled long-
term planning workshops. In combination with Juliet’s
record of outstanding scholarship and teaching, her im-
pressive commitment to service makes it likely that she
will contribute significantly both to the Sociology De-
partment and Boston College asawhole. ¢ Stephen Pfohl

Please see page 23 to meet our additional new faculty
members, Robert Kunovich and Kerry Ann Rockquemore.

Award Goesto Wolfe
For HisContributions
To Public Sociology

A lan Wolfe is perhaps sociology’ s premier pub-
lic intellectual: our ambassador to politically and
culturally engaged readers. Hiswritingstranscend
narrow partisan la-
bels; heissimulta-
neously progres-
sive, sympathetic,
caustic, moral, and
traditional.
Wolfe's most re-
cent book, One
Nation, After All
(1998), is an ex-
emplar of a mor-
aly informed, em-
piricaly grounded
analysisof American politics, middle-classattitudes
and beliefs. Hisbook, Whose Keeper? (1989) won
the C. Wright Mills Award from SSSP. Hisarticle
“Mind, Self, Society, and Computers” wonthe ASA
Theory Section prize, and reprised in his creative
book, The Human Difference: Animals, Comput-
ers and the Necessity of Social Science. Wolfe's
articles, essays, and reviews in numerous influen-
tial journals and magazines such as the New Re-
public arefilled with sparkling insight, progressive
but balanced, sympathetic to al but rigorously criti-
cal. Inreaching abroad audience, Wolfeisableto
convey the essence of the sociological perspective
on politics, culture, morality, race, and religion. He
isalso the Director of the Boisi Center for Religion
and American Public Life at Boston Collegeand is
an affiliate of the Sociology Department.

Alan Wolfe recently received the“ Award for Pub-
lic Understanding of Sociology” at the American
Sociological Association annual conference. The
award recognizes him as having made exemplary
contributions to advance the public understanding
of sociology, sociological research, and sociol ogi-
cal scholarship among the general public.

The Sociology Department congratulates Alan on
his noteworthy accomplishment!




Visiting Scholar s Seminar Series

Spring 2001
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T he theme for the inaugural year of the Sociology Department’s new Visiting Scholars
Seminar Series was “Black Social Thought in the Early Twenty-first Century: Politics,
Culture and Social Change.” This series brought three distinguished Black sociologists to
the BC campus for several days of engagement with our graduate students and faculty.
Invited scholarsincluded Paul Gilroy (Y ae University), Aldon Morris (Northwestern Uni-
versity) and M. Jacqui Alexander (Connecticut College). These scholarsrepresent aglimpse
at the diversity and richness of black social thought and its importance for arethinking of
analytic categories, received histories, and the organization of social power in a global
context. Each scholar delivered a public lecture and conducted two intensive seminars on

topics of hisor her choosing. In addition to these formal events, each scholar was available
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for informal dialogue and exchange with members
of the BC community. While sponsored by the
Sociology Department, the seriesalso attracted the
attention of alarge number of faculty and students
from other departments, whose participation hel ped
makethisseriesagenuinely interdisciplinary event.
While the public lectures were open to everyone,
participation in the faculty/graduate student semi-
narswas by reservation. Those attending the semi-
nars were also provided with a short set of read-
ings selected by the Visiting Scholars in prepara-
tion for discussion.

In conjunction with the Black Social Thought
seminar series, Visiting Assistant Professor Thomas
Reifer conducted agraduate-level seminar of thesame
name for students wishing to explore the central
themesof theseriesin greater depth. InReifer’ swords,
“The goal of this course was to open our eyes to the
richness and diversity of black social thought. This
would provide awindow towards understanding, not
only the lived experiences and cultural practices of
blacks globally, but also as away to gain an under-
standing of the world in which we live. Here, black
social thought engages questions raised by African
experience and that of the African diaspora. It aso
examinesthewaysinwhich theseformacentral ele-
ment of world history, modernity, and postmodernity.

Through an intersection of assigned readings, pre-
sentations by the visiting scholars, and class dis-
cussionsthe course aimed at both creating a better
understanding of the present and gaining aninsight
into the past embedded in contemporary debates.”

In addition to works written and assigned by
visiting scholars Gilroy, Morris and Alexander,
students taking this course were also exposed to
classic works of black social thought, including
Cedric Robinson’s Black Marxism and important
writings by Richard Wright, W.E.B. Du Boisand
C.L.R. James. Whilethese and other |eading theo-
rists of the black Atlantic diaspora addressed the
racialized character of capitalism and raised criti-
cal questions about Marxism astool for black po-
litical struggle, another key aspect of the course
followed the lead of Patricia Hill Caollins in ex-
amining the specificity of Black Feminist Thought.
Also of concern were contemporary debates
within black studies and sociology about the va-
rieties of approaches towards understanding the
black experience.

to meet the Scholars, please
continue on to following page

Artwork Credits:
“For Jacob Lawrence” (2001), p.6, Stephen Pfohl
“Palm Sunday” (1956), left, Jacob Lawrence

“ There are Many Churches in Harlem the People are Very
Religious’ (1943), above, Jacob Lawrence




Paul Gilroy, thefirst of thisyear’ s Visiting Scholars
is a Professor of Sociology and African-American Stud-
ies at Yale University. Professor Gilroy is aso the au-
thor of numerous books and articles, including Ain't No
Black in the Union Jack: the Cultural Politics of Race
and Nation; The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double
Consciousness; Small Acts: Thoughts on the Politics of
Black Cultures, and Against Race: Imagining Political
Culture beyond the Color Line.

Paul Gilroy is a leading cultural theorist, whose
conceptualization of Black Atlantic society as the coun-
terculture of modernity has drawn attention to the diverse
ways inwhich the African diasporahas both been shaped
by and played a key role in historical reshaping of
Eurocentric cultural practices. Thisistoimaginethe poli-
tics of disaporic that do not depend on essentialist no-
tions of racial recognition or identification. But rooted in
alegacy of suffering, or what Gilroy callsthe “slave sub-
lime,” the notion of a Black Atlantic diasporais neither
painless or utopistic. But neither isit strictly negative. It
is, instead, the product of both forced dispersion and
enormous violence but also of creative cultural hybrid-
ity, dynamic translation, constant negotiation, and acom-
plex form of multifocal/multivocal aesthetics. For Gilroy,
Diaspora, unlikethe primordial/fantastical /fixed “ kinship”
of blackness disturbs the narrow mechanisms by which a
subject is said to belong to a group, a nation, and a cul-
ture. In diaspora, unlike kinship, community, and na-
tionalisms based in racialized identification, there is
no universal or timeless notion of black culture, only
an ongoing politics of fluid historical contingency, vigi-
lant ethical reflexivity, and life-affirming social and
geo-political affinities.

Morerecently, Gilroy’ sprovocativeinquiry into the
dangers of race thinking have critically challenged the
practice and meaning of racialization at the dawn of 21
century. For Gilroy, what is damaging about race think-
ing, even on the part of those with progressive political
intentions, is an insistence on “race” as a paradigm for
imagining human subjects and groups. Thisinsistenceis
bound by the phantasmatic logic of ahistorical identifica-
tion. With Franz Fanon, Gilroy asks us to imagine that
such logic leads to afal se essentialism whereby “aNegro
remains a Negro,” regardless of socia context and lived
experience. Thus, despite the strategi ¢ advantages of pos-
sessing a collective identity, “identification” itself leads
to timeless taxonomies that fix historical subjectsin pro-
scribed ontological space. In other words, to identify is

to make a subject static—frozen in an imaginary time
and space beyond history. A problemin awide variety of
social realms, identification is particularly troublesome
when linked with racialization in a context where domi-
nant forms of language, history, culture, and science each
function to cast a spell of inferiority upon those deemed
“colored” and mastery for thoseimagined as*white.” The
effect of dense and unconscious cultural and psychical
processes, such raciaizing , whether rooted in white su-
premacy or in struggles aimed at countering racism is,
for Gilroy, deeply problematic. As such, amajor ethical
task for the 21st century isto oppose racism while simul-
taneously refusing racialization. To readlize this project
Gilroy theorizes human bodiliness, not as merely biologi-
cal, but also constituted culturally. In this, the body is
envisioned as a historical repository not only of cellsand
genetic codes, but also of cultural codes of memory and
forgetting. In addition, Gilroy’s recent work seeksto in-
vestigate cultural techniques that constitute particular
populations and to uncover the function of desire in the
making of subjects and groups in the symbolic realms of
culture, language, and history.

In Gilroy’s initial seminar, “Genealogies of Race-
thinking: Class, Nation, Culture, and Bio-Power,” he pro-
vided an historical account of the development of hisown
theoretical perspective. Of particular importance were de-
bates pertaining to the place of race within British Marx-
ism, the emergence of cultural studies, the transglobal
circulation of critical theory and images of “black power,”
and the implications of biogenetics for future struggles
against both racism and the concept of “race.”

These ideas were elaborated upon in Gilroy’s well
attended February 1% public lecture, entitled: “You Feel
No Pain: Diaspora, Globalization, and the Integrity of
Anti-Racism.” Opening with the recorded sounds of Bob
Marley’s “Hit Me With Music,” Gilroy underscored the
joint epistemological and political significance of black
diasporic music as, at once, an historically specific and
translocal gesture of memory, healing, and utopian so-
cial transformation. Underscoring themes from several
of his published works, Gilroy drew attention to the en-
ergetic materiality of musical practice as an aspect of the
“slave sublime,” a transfiguration of black suffering in
the direction of “social justice” and “planetary human-
ism.” The “planetary wandering” of “Black Atlantic”
musical formswas also analyzed as a social force travel-
ing beyond the boundaries of nation-states, while engen-
dering both pleasure and a dissonance that resists the
commodified enclosures of private property. In this,
Gilroy argued that the transglobal circulation of black
music defied simplistic notions of unilinear African
diaspora. Instead, such “ambulatory” cultural practices
were said to mirror the complex social, economic and



political migrationsof blacks, whilecalling for new forms
of kinship and community that transcend authoritarian
modern imaginations of the nation-state and family.

AsaDJand musicjournalist, Gilroy’ swork remains
close to the sites of Black popular cultural production.
His suspicion towardsthe practice of understanding Black
music as series of “texts’ to be appropriated in the ser-
vice of academic pedantry has resulted in a new critical
language which addresses the compl exities of Black mu-
sic in a way that eclipses the discourses of filmic and
literary theory, fields of knowledge which often prove
insufficient when “applied” to music. The relationship
between nationalism, activism, Black popular culture (in
all itsdiasporic manifestation) and politics, aswell astheir
intersection with the dynamics of race thinking, were dis-
cussed and debated in the second of Gilroy’s seminars,
“Politics and Black Popular Culture.”

Aldomnm MMorris

Aldon Morris, the second of this year's Visiting
Scholars, underscored another important aspect of black
social thought and action—the historical coupling be-
tween religion and social movement organizing. Asalead-
ing theorist of the civil rights movement, its origins and
the critical role of agency-laden institutions such as the
black church, Morris' rigorous scholarship has trans-
formed our understanding of the capacities of oppressed
peoplesto create their own culture connections, resources
and structural autonomy that alows for their dramatic
entrance into history through atering unequal structures
of racialized power and inequality. In developing his In-
digenous Resource Model, Morris uses the case of the
Civil Rights Movement to challenge the Political Pro-
cessModel previously used to explain social movements.
Morris calls on scholars of social movements to look at
opportunities as well as the constraints on collective ac-
tors. He further calls for an examination of the role of
leadership in “agency-laden ingtitutions’ as a key deter-
minant of the shape and success of a social movement.

Aldon Morris received his A.A. in Sociology from
Olive-Harvey College; hisB.A. (Cum Laude) also in So-
ciology from Bradley University; and hisM.A. and Ph.D.
from SUNY, Stony Brook. Before coming to Northwest-
ern University he was a member of the faculty at the
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. He has been a pro-
fessor of Sociology at Northwestern University since
1988, serving as departmental chair from 1992 through
1997. Aldon Morrisistheeditorial board member of Race
and Society and Contemporary Sociology. He was the

President of the Association of Black Sociologists from
1986 to 1988 during which time he received the Outstand-
ing Leadership Award. He also received the Certificate
of Leadership Award (Association of Black Sociologists)
and the Distinguished Contribution to Scholarship Award
(American Sociological Association).

Aldon Morris is the author of The Origins of the
Civil Rights Movement: Black Communities Organizing
for Change, (1986). In this semina work on the Civil
RightsMovement, Morris dispel s popular misconceptions
about African-American history and the Civil Rights
Movement. Through detailed historical documentation,
interviews and analysis, Morris persuasively argues that
African Americans have rarely accepted the subordinate
position forced upon them, that the Civil Rights Move-
ment was carefully orchestrated rather than a series of
random events, and that women played a critical rolein
the organization and implementation of the Movement.

In addition to his definitive book on the Civil Rights
Movement, Morris is the author of numerous articles,
book chaptersand presentations on the Civil RightsMove-
ment and social movement theories. In 1992 he edited
Frontiersin Social Movement Theory with Carol Muéller,
which has since been translated to Chinese. Aldon Mor-
ris has been a guest on many TV and Radio shows talk-
ing about the Civil Rights Movement and current issues
relating to the palitics, sociology and economics of race
in America.

Currently, Aldon Morrisis co-editing Oppositional
Consciousness and Social Movements with Jane
Mansbridge. In this volume he will publish atheoretical
chapter co-authored with Naomi Braine titled, “ Opposi-
tional Consciousness and Collective Action.” Heis also
currently working on an encyclopedia of social move-
ments that will cover American social movements from
colonid timesto the present; serving astheeditor incharge
of social movements pertaining to race, ethnicity, slavery
and civil rights; and, contributing seven articles for the
encyclopedia. Other current projects include research on
the Black Chicago Renaissance Movement and the role
those Black Sociologists and the University of Chicago’s
Sociology Department played in this cultural movement.

In his opening seminar, “ Social Movement Theory
inthe Civil Rights Movement”, Morris provided an over-
view of the strategies and institutions used by African-
Americans in their centuries long quest for civil rights
and social justice. Building ontheinsights of social move-
ment theorists as well as his extensive research of and
experience in the Civil Rights movement, Morris devel-
oped the Indigenous Resource Model. In presenting his

continued on page 10



unique analysis of the Civil Rights movement, Morris
offered thistheoretical framework asacorrectiveto other,
more macro-structural theories of social movements, es-
pecialy the Political Process Model, which overempha-
size the contributions and constraints of elites and macro-
social forces at the expense of indigenous organizing
structuresand strategies. In hisanaysisof the Civil Rights
Movement, Morrisidentifiesthe Black Church asthe key
indigenous resource for unifying, organizing, and moti-
vating participants in the Civil Rights Movement, laying
the groundwork for his subsequent lecture on “Black Re-
ligion, Politics, and Gender: An Exploration of the Na-
tional Baptists Convention”.

Inthislecture, Morrisdrew upon hiscurrent research
(with Cheng Lee) into the organizational dynamics, cul-
ture, and politics of the National Baptist Convention
(NBC), an assembly of over 60,000 black churches. In
addition to ministering to the spiritual needs of oppressed
African Americans, Morris identified a wide variety of
latent social functions served by black churches. These
included the power of music and artful speech as sources
of hope and collective action; the role of conversation
and gossip in providing strategic information; the cre-
ation of a social space free from the confines of white
society; and the opportunity to experience oneself as a
dignified human actor. Morris then proceeded to explore
several political paradoxes at work within the NBC. Of
particular concern were three questions. Why historically
had the NBC distanced itself from the liberation struggles
of Martin Luther King? Why, despite general support for
the liberation of all oppressed peoples, did the NBC re-
produce gender inequality within its own organizational
ranks? And, why, did it tolerate or even support a recent
president known to have engaged in corruption and law
breaking? The answers are to be found, suggested Mor-
ris, intheimpact of several dominant cultural thematics—
the importance of family as an organizational metaphor,
nationalism as a central but subterranean ideology, and
structural autonomy as a governing organizational prin-
ciple.

In hisfinal seminar on*“Black Religion and the Black
Community”, Aldon Morris elaborated upon the role of
Black Religious institutions, especially the NBC in
(re)producing a cultural community dedicated to social
justice and united and inspired by a common spiritual
vision. The National Baptist Convention fits Morris
definition of an “agency-laden institution.” For the Black
Church has served as the “cultural womb of African
Americans’ (Morris, 2001), filling not only the spiritual
needs of the African-American community but, also their
psychological, social, cultural and economic needs, which
could not be met through mainstream secular institutions
due to pervasive racism throughout American history.

M . Jacqui Alexander

M. Jacqui Alexander, thethird Visiting Scholar, isa
leading theorist and historian on theintersection of power,
sexuality, race, gender, class, nation and colonialism. Her
work on transnational feminism and her investigation of
the importance of colonialism, gender and patriarchy in
the making of the modern world has made Alexander a
leading voice in post-colonial and gender studies. In ad-
dition, Professor Alexander has a long-standing interest
in the state’ s involvement in sexual politics and the par-
ticular ways in which states attempt to legislate hetero-
sexuality, while controlling again lesbian, gay and other
so-called non-normative expressions of sexual desire. She
is also arenown lecturer and teacher.

M. Jacqui Alexander is the Fuller-Maatha Profes-
sor of Gender and Women's Studies at Connecticut Col-
lege and an influential black feminist theory and activist.
Alexander is the Co-editor, with Chandra Talpade
Mohanty, of the important book, Feminist Geneal ogies,
Colonial Legacies, Democratic Futures. She is also a
contributing author to The Third Wave: Feminist Perspec-
tives on Racism (1998), a comprehensive examination of
scholarship at the intersection of gender and race theory.
True to the tenets of third wave feminism, a term that
both identifies an historical movement and suggest a
stance of political resistance and redefinition, Alexander
(re)envisions the disparate spaces between theory and
practice constructed “inside” and “outside” the academy
as mutually informing and intersecting spheres.

During her visit to our department, Alexander in-
cited usto think of the different political dynamicsthat
emerged in the Caribbean during the post-colonial pe-
riod of nation building (1960's), and the period of na-
tional expansion (late 1970’s to present). Particularly,
she wants to explore the waysin which conceptions of
the “citizen” were formulated during these particular
historical moments.

In her seminars on “The State, Sexuality, Feminist
Praxis & the Project of Nation Building,” Alexander ar-
gued that the geo-political meaning of anti-colonial
struggles can be defined within the parameters of “imag-
ining” and “inauguration.” Thestrugglefor liberation was
partly a struggle that sought to change the global politi-
cal landscape by eliminating the status of “colonial sub-
ject” from the political and cultural configuration of the
world. Initsplace, citizenship and nationalism were seen
asthe answer to the repressive regimes of colonial times.
However, citizenship, asit emerged in the vocabulary of
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anti-imperia revolutions of the 1950's and 1960’ s was
conceived of in multicultural, multi-social terms; no one
is to be denied citizenship in any given post-colonial
space. Citizenship, in this context is not to depend on the
exclusion of some to the benefit of the rest. Everyoneis
to be imagined within the community.

For J. Alexander, there is a troubling scene, which
appears in the post-colonia period of newly independent
states in the Caribbean: the drafting and implementation
of sexual legislation which regul ates sexual practicesand
the home. Of particular concern was the “sexualization
of citizenship” within the administrative apparatus of the
nation-state itself. In examining thisissue Alexander pre-
sented findingsfrom her recent study of legislation aimed
at the protection of women within five Caribbean nations.
Based on a close reading of legal texts and interviews
with women in avariety of organizations and social con-
texts, Alexander’s research drew attention to material
aspects of the discursive violence set in motion by such
legislation. While new laws against rape, domestic vio-
lence and sexual harassment benefited women in impor-
tant ways, they also served to criminalize lesbian desire
and make procreative heterosexuality an unacknowledged
condition of citizenship. This represents a challenge to
feminist activism and demands a careful theorizing of
local strategiesfor change within aglobal context, where
the protection of some women’s bodies is enacted to the
sacrificial exclusion of others.

In her lecture on “The State, Sexuality, Feminist
Praxis & the Project of Nation Building,” Alexander
elaborated on how sexual legislation can be understood
as an attempt by the state to regulate behavior, familial/
social arrangements, sexuality, morality, and the lives of
women. And in the case of the Caribbean (Trinidad and
Tobago specifically), the act of rethinking the citizen con-
tinued to be based on defining citizenship as an act of
exclusion that delineatesthe boundariesthat encirclethose
who belong to the national community.

Alexander wants to ask, what was the impetus for
writing into law what kinds of sexual behaviors are per-
missible or not? In order to ask and answer that question
Alexander insists on the localization of a country within
a sociopolitical and temporal universe. The socio-eco-
nomic sphere of Trinidad and Tobago at that time of the
legidlation was characterized by theimposition and imple-
mentation of structural adjustment policiesdrafted by the
IMF and the World Bank. As with every other so-called
third world nation the effects of these policies were aus-
tere, abrasive and corrosive for a massive segment of the
population. In this context, we can read the emergence of
sexual legidlation initiatives as an attempt by the state to

identify the deviant bodies/behaviors within the commu-
nity in order to provide an ideological justification/ex-
planation of the miserable state of affairsin the country.
Most radically, the legislation endeavors to mask the
state’ scomplicity in making the body politic sick through
economic adjustment policies. Whilethelegidation makes
amovetoward the” protection” of women by writing laws
against sexual harassment, and rape, for example, it aso
moves toward the circumscription of desire in patriar-
chal terms: compulsory heterosexuality and marriage are
the only spaces alowed for the imagining and enacting
of sexuality and sexual practices.

Liberal conceptions of democracy and the nation
postulate the citizen as the only one in the nation with
access to civic rights and privileges. To counteract the
effect of liberal democracy, Alexander posits the con-
cept of a feminist democracy, which begins by under-
scoring the fact that sexual politics are intrinsic to gover-
nance and that citizenship is organized through the logic
of exclusion, and exclusion isfigured as the hierarchical
imperative in the organization of the state and the com-
munities within it. As such, the first and most important
task of a feminist democratic project is the instauration
of apaliticg/praxis of decolonialization, where the foun-
dational act isto rethink the spheres in which power op-
erates. In other words, post-colonial revolt is not to be
targeted to the geo-political realm of national sovereignty,
post-colonial revolt investigates how is it that the imagi-
nary, the private sphere, cultureand sexual practicesfunc-
tion within power paradigms.

More Still to Come:

The inaugural year of the of the Sociology
Department’s Visiting Scholars Seminar Series— “Black
Socia Thought in the Early Twenty-first Century: Poli-
tics, Culture and Social Change’— proved to be a great
success. Attendance at the public lectures and interde-
partmental seminars surpassed our expectations. More
importantly, those of us who participated in the series
and Professor Reifer’s course came away with a new
appreciation for the vast, rich and varied intellectual
legacy provided by black social thinkersthroughout his-
tory aswell as a deeper understanding of the new direc-
tions in sociological and philosophical inquiry being
pursued by today’s most innovative and challenging
black social thinkers. The success of this year’svisiting
scholars series leaves us with high hope for next year’s
series on Gender and Society and excited about plan-
ning for the years to come.

4 Co-written by Jeff Littenberg, Dana Cervenakova, and
Stephen Pfohl
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Sharlene Hesse-Biber

Hesse-Biber, Sharlene., Carter, Gregg Lee. Working
Women in America: Split Dreams. New Y ork: Oxford
University Press, 2000.

Working Women offersreadersacomprehensive yet
manageabl e exploration of theworld of women and work.
Of note is the authors' inclusion throughout the text of
women of color and women in developing countries.
Broad and diverse levels of analysis are employed: the
differential effectsof legal, economic, religious, and fam-
ily structures on race, gender, ethnicity, sexua prefer-
ence, age, and location are examined.

Hesse-Biber and Carter explain globalization and
the relationship of women working in Western capitalist
countries and women working in developing countries
as well. These efforts create a more useful and compre-
hensive picture of women and work. Working Women is
well written and would be an excellent primary text in an
undergraduate course on women and work. The book is
captivating, cutting-edge and strikes a delicate balance
between being comprehensive and lengthy. The chapters
would serve as great springboards to discussion and de-
bate in an undergraduate class. The many narrative ex-
cerpts, illustrations, and charts help to make the material
infinitely accessible and relevant. ¢

Working Women

in America
“Working Women offers ERET RN
a comprehensive yet
manageable exploration
of the world of women
and work...It is refresh-
ing, illuminating, at times
touching, and certainly
engaging.”
--Marnie Enos Carroll,
Univ. of Colorado-Boulder
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. & Hot Off the Press!!

New Publications by Faculty

David Karp

Karp, David. The Burden of Sympathy: How Families
Cope with Mental I1Iiness. New Y ork: Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 2001.

In this vivid and
thoughtful study, David
Karp chroniclesthe expe-
riences of the family
members of the mentally
ill, and how they draw
“boundaries of sympa-
' thy” to avoid being en-
gulfed by the day-to-day
suffering of a loved one.
Working from sixty ex-
tensive interviews, the
author reveals striking
similarities in the experi-

il ences of caregivers. the
feelings of shame, fear,
guilt and powerlessness in the face of a socially stigma-
tized illness; the frustration of navigating the complex
network of bureaucracies that govern the mental health
system; and most of al the difficulty negotiating an “ap-
propriate” level of involvement withthementally ill loved
one while maintaining enough distance for personal
health. Throughout the narratives, Karp sensitively ex-
plores the overarching question of how people strike an
equilibrium between reason and emotion, between head
and heart, when caring for a catastrophically ill person.
The Burden of Sympathy concludeswith acritical ook at
what it means to be amoral and caring person at the turn
of the century in America, when powerful cultural mes-
sages spell out two contradictory imperatives. pursue
personal fulfillment at any cost and care for the family at
any cost.

An insightful and deeply caring look at mental ill-
ness and at the larger picture of contemporary values,
The Burden of Sympathyisrequired reading for caregivers
of al kinds, and for anyone seeking broader understand-
ing of human responsibility in the postmodern world. 4

Please see page 22 for information on Severyn
Bruyn’s latest book, A Civil Economy.
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Graduate Degr ees Granted

Doctor of Philosophy

Each of the following graduate students completed a
Doctoral Degree in Sociology during Academic Year
2000-01. Included below is a brief description of each
student’ s dissertation research.

*0

Fatemeh Behbakht, Ph.D. 2001. Fatemeh'sdissertationis
entitled “Breast Cancer: A Study of The Digital Divide.”

In the age of technology, do women from all social
classesequally share accessto important information from
the electronic media? This thesis looks at the detection
aspect of breast cancer as women try to regain control
over the medicalized treatment of their bodies. In this
class study, 152 women employees of Boston College's
administrative/faculty and custodial/dining staffs partici-
pated in a year-long research project with HealthAware,
a breast cancer awareness program funded by the Na-
tional Library of Medicine. These participants responded
to pre and post-test on-line questionnaires. A qualitative
and quantitative approach characterized theinvestigation,
with 63 interviews supplementing the survey data.

Two aspects of social cognitive theory, reasoned
action and planned behavior, informed the study. The
central premise of the theory of reasoned action presumes
that people make decisions about their behavior based on
reasonable consideration for the available evidence.
Planned behavior theory expands this thesis and argues
that intention is a key construct in the function of an
individual’ s planning process.

The literature suggests that the breast cancer
movement has generally left minority women behind.
IN thisstudy, the views of lower-classand middle-class
women and their particular strategies for breast cancer
detection are examined.

A magjor finding of thisstudy indicatesthat women
in lower socioeconomic status may rely on monthly
self-examinations, while middle-class women with
better technological access (to information and clini-
cal care) are heavily dependent on just annual or bi-
annual mammograms.

The mgjor need, if al women are to become em-
powered about breast cancer detection, is education.
Asthis study reveals, educational needs differ by class
and culture.

*e

Tian Jia Dong, Ph.D. 2001. Tian Jia's dissertation is
entitled “Understanding Power Through Watergate.”

Tian'sresearch isacase study of the Watergate Af-
fair. It set out to elaborate Gamson'’s resource mobiliza-
tion and system permeability theory by shifting socia
form from social movement to state authority. Vaughan's
theory elaboration methodology was applied. The re-
search unveiled aunique story line of the Watergate Af-
fair. It discovered that the interpersonal networking and
the agenda-framing and reframing were driving forces
throughout the entire Watergate Affair. Thefindingsfur-
ther revealed the limit of the system permeability of the
American authority system where the power dynamics
was individual power-holder’s resource mobilization,
rather than the function of the state institutions. Power-
ful politicians’ mobilization through |oose-knit interper-
sonal networks dominated the political process and pro-
duced the outcome of the Watergate Affair. The statein-
stitutionswere resourcesrather than actors and they, only
to some extent, enabled the outcome.

Gamson'’s theory was elaborated through the fol-
lowing theoretical findings. (1) Actors were those pow-
erful politiciansrather than the state ingtitutions. (2) The
interpersonal networks as organizational form of the state
system were more significant than the state institutions.
(3) Resource mohilization among those powerful politi-
cians was the driving force of the political process. (4)
The system permeability waslimited because of thedrive
for insulation and domination of those powerful politi-
cians. (5) The state authority could be better understood
through the accumulative nature of power. The findings
confirmed Gamson's theory and consequently contra-
dicted the classic pluralist view, aswell asthe state-cen-
tered and the rational choice theory. These results also
supported the agency perspective and falsified the struc-
tural approach.

*e0

Bill Meinhofer Ph.D. 2001. Bill’s dissertation is en-
titled, “ Community Organizing and the Strategic Utili-
zation of Media: A Pilot Study of University-Commu-
nity Partnership.”

This dissertation examines amodel for astrategic

organizing approach to media (Ryan 1999,2000) that
can, like other parts of an organizational strategic plan,

continued on page 14
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assist community organi zationswith organizing missions
to achieve strategic community organizing goals. The
study provides an analysis of a model of a university-
based research program collaboration with nonprofit ad-
vocacy and community organizations that developed and
applied the model to train nonprofit organizations to in-
crease their capacities to affect media coverage of social
justiceissues. The model attempted to put into practice a
theoretical model on the strategic use of mass media for
socia change (Ryan, Carragee, and Schwerner, 1998).

The analysis examines under what conditions the
community organizations were effective at changing
media coverage to a more proactive coverage that sup-
ported the social change issues of campaigns of the com-
munity organizations. Anocther central question of the
research is how this collaboration of university-based re-
search project and community organizations fits as a
model in the growing university-community partnership
movement.

This research is informed by theoretical work by
Fisher on community organizational approachesto neigh-
borhood organizing, Morrison social movement halfway
house models, Ryan on strategic organizing approaches
to media, and the literature on university-community part-
nerships and collaboration. The methodology of the dis-
sertation isacomparative documentary approach to com-
paring the outcomes of media coverage of the eight com-
munity organizationsthat participated in the mediatrain-
ing program.

The findingsidentify the two organizations with the
strongest political activist approaches to community or-
ganizing as the most effective organizationsin increased
mass media coverage of their social justice issues. The
mediatraining, in combination with other factors, related
to high levels of community organizing and coalition
building by these organizations, led to aresult of changes
in mass media coverage. Organizations with primarily
social work approaches to community organizing were
more likely to focus on accessing local community me-
dia to support their outreach efforts. The findings also
identify reciprocity of benefits in this type of university
program-community organizations collaboration.
Through collaborative planning and program implemen-
tation, the university-based research project and commu-
nity organizations created a new collaborative structure
that bridged traditional gaps between university and com-
munity. The collaboration resulted in value-added out-
COMES.

'
Bev Smith, Ph.D. 2001. Bev’s dissertation is entitled
“The Internet and New Social Forms. a Study of CFS-L.”

Bev Smith’ s dissertation comprises astudy of the e-
mail list CFS-L, alist for persons with chronic fatigue

syndrome (CFS) was undertaken. All list messages for
18 weeks were downloaded, resulting in atotal of more
than 7,500 messages in over 4,000 pages of text. The
datawere sorted into 590 conversational threads and then
analyzed for content. Three simultaneous theoretical
perspectives were used: symbolic interactionism, behav-
iorism and conflict theory. Three bodies of literature in-
formed the study: the literature on chronicillness, the lit-
erature on communities, and the organization studies lit-
erature. It was determined that CFS-L members have
developed a distinct ideology through their online inter-
action, shaped by the principles of positive and negative
reinforcement. The CFS-L ideology serves both to sup-
port the individual member and to sustain the group it-
self. Thisideology has four parts: dealing with doctors,
family members, religion, and community. CFS-L mem-
bers believe that their doctors are in need of education
about CFS and have set themselves the task of educating
their doctors. In doing so they have developed a new
model of the doctor-patient relationship, the mutual edu-
cation model. CFS-L members believe that they cannot
obtain understanding and affection from their family
members and friends and have consequently turned to
the list for that which their families deny them. They
believe that CFS-L is indeed a family, and it is a new
model of the family, a virtual family. CFS-L members
believein the effectiveness of prayer and frequently come
together as an online prayer group when a member isin
crisis. CFS-L members believe that they cannot cope
with their illness without the support of their e-mail list
and have developed an online self-help group very simi-
lar to Alcoholics Anonymous. These online groups as
creatures of the Internet are all nongeographical, asyn-
chronous and nonhierarchical. They are entirely new
social forms.

*e

Lee Vigilant, Ph.D. 2001. Lee's dissertation is entitled
“’Liquid Handcuffs': The Phenomenology of Recover-
ing on Methadone Maintenance.”

This study offers an interpretive understanding
(verstehen) and an empathetic explication (einfuhlen) of
the recovery ideal through the experiences of methadone
patients. The sociological literature is replete with effi-
cacy studies on the methadone approach to wellness and
health. Y et, there is an unmistakable meaning lacuna in
the body of researches on methadone. By ameaning la-
cuna, | am referring to the wholesale exclusion, whether
consciously or not, of the patient’ svoicein researcheson
methadone. Nowhere is the structure versus meaning
chasm in the sociology of health and illness as manifest
asin theliterature on former heroin addicts who are now
methadone patients. By structure, | am referring to
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Pearlin’s (1992) categorization of the two researches in
the sociology of health andillness. Structure research, or
those agendas having to do with effects and outcomes,
dominates the literature on methadone maintenance. A
plethora of good studies attempt to show the efficacy of
thistreatment alternative (Ball et al. 1995; Widman et al.
1996; Newman 1995; Liappas et a. 1988; Lehmann et
al. 1993; Weinstein et a. 1993). Similarly, is an over-
bearing amount of critical studies elucidating the latent
socia problems to which methadone treatment contrib-
utes(Aileenet a. 1998; Best et al. 1999; Mino et al. 1998;
Churnaud et al. 1998; Wasserman et al. 1998; Zaniset al.
1998; Maguraet al. 1998; Chatham et al. 1995; Alterman
et a. 1998; and Mangura et a. 1999). This study con-
tributes to the literature on methadone maintenance
through a meaning-based analysis of the recovery ideal.
The central question for this enterprise is this. How do
methadone patients make sense of -and under stand- the
meaning of recovery in their illness careers, and what
meaning is ascribed to the drug methadone in that re-
covery process? Finaly, by appropriating the depth eth-
nographic interview (Spradley 1979; Weiss 1994; Geertz
1983; Strauss and Corbin 1990) to understand the mean-
ing of recovery for methadone patients, this study con-
tributes key policy suggestions that might improve the
way methadone is delivered and assuage many of the ac-
companying problems associated with the treatment.

*00

Alfonso Latoni, Ph.D. 2000. Alfonso’ s dissertation title
is “The Palitical Economy of Dependent Capitalist De-
velopment and the Unequal Distribution of Social and
Economic Wealth in Puerto Rico from 1945 to 1990.”

Alfonso’s dissertation examines and explores the
dynamics of social and economic wealth distribution in
Puerto Rico’s model of development. The historical pe-
riod under examination is 1945, the beginning of the in-
dustrialization program, to 1990. A social economy and
macroeconomic approach was used for the first empiri-
cal chapters. A review and application of the perpetual
inventory method of fixed capital accounting was em-
ployed. A major finding presented in these chaptersis
that reproducible tangible wealth has been transferred
from Puerto Rican sectors and groups to foreign sectors
and groups. The latter are mainly United States corpora-
tions, agencies, and other entities, including the Armed
Forces of that country.

This study also examines and analyses manufactur-
ing activities in the Island. Manufacturing industry was
the leading sector of Puerto Rico’s model of dependent
capitalist development. After reviewing the financial
statements of local and foreign enterprises, it was found
that strategic wealth and productive socia and economic

assetswere al so increasingly controlled by non-local cor-
porations. Thus, not only has an unequal and biased
distribution of social and economic wealth resulted from
the development model adopted by the State after 1947,
but also denationalization of production. Income distri-
bution and capital accumulation werefound to be strongly
related to the pattern of social and economic wealth dis-
tribution. Although during the last four decades house-
holds and families have improved their earnings and in-
creased their aggregate capital stock, this has not neces-
sarily resulted from productive activities but — to a great
extent —from thetransfer of U.S. subsidiesfor food, dwell-
ing programs, unemployment benefits, and other social
purposes. So far the logic of Puerto Rico’s model of de-
pendent capitalist development has been that the most
important social and economic productive activities are
carried out by foreign corporations, which repatriate their
earnings without paying taxes. These corporations em-
ploy fewer people every year but provide for a services
and trade infrastructurethat allowsfor the creation of other
jobs. During the 1950’ sand 1960’ s the unemployed sec-
tor in Puerto Rico, individuals and families, were forced
to migrate to the United States. During the 1970's and
1980’ sthe public sector managed to create awelfare state
by which not only non-productive jobs were created, but
a so huge amounts of funds transferred from the U.S. for
the increasing rates of unemployed.

Therefore, social and economic wealth distribution
in Puerto Rico’'s model of development has been deter-
mined by a socioeconomic structure in which productive
property is not locally owned. A proportion of Puerto
Ricans has received higher salaries. However, a much
larger and significant proportion of the Island population
has either migrated to the United States or has become
dependent on welfare programs in order to maintain a
minimum standard of living.

*e

Laura Leming, Ph.D. 2000. Laura' s dissertation title is
“’Doing the Work’ : Woman-Conscious Roman Catholic
Women Strategizing Religious Agency.”

Thisdissertation exploresasociological understand-
ing of religious agency enacted by woman-conscious
Catholic women to negotiate their confluent identities as
women and Catholics. “Women-consciousness’ is in-
troduced as a concept recognizing that whilefeminismis
not embraced by all, women's socia positioning in Ca-
tholicism is experienced by many as burdensome, even
whilethey claim Catholicism asaspiritual and emotional
home. Thus, they experience dilemma in the simulta-
neous enablements and constraints of Catholicism.

Three streams of literature inform this study. The

continued on page 16
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concept of religious agency is developed by blending
Giddens' structuration theory and Hirschman's analysis
of exit, voice, and loyalty; incorporating elements of iden-
tity theory; and sociology of religion’s current emphasis
on voluntary practices. | expand Giddens' theory by rec-
ognizing the motivational energy and desire that operate
in the interstices between structure and agency.

Thirty-three “woman-conscious’ Roman Catholic
women from six Catholic dioceses in four geographical
regions of the United States completed in-depth inter-
views. A mixed method analysis of grounded theory and
narrativeanalysisyielded adetailed picture of thedilemma
of woman-conscious Catholics. The themes of power,
commitment and strategic agency that emerged from the
women'’s stories demonstrate how they “do the work” of
transformative reproduction.

The findings identify the social sources of dilemma

and the sense of urgency it generates. In moving from
this experience of urgency to enacting agency, women
useawidearray of strategies, conceived asmodes of prac-
tice and engagement employing their cognitive, emo-
tional, and behavioral energies. Religiousagency ismade
visible and available for analysis in such strategies.
Women negotiate their religious identities through adia-
lectic of distance and engagement whereby they use stra-
tegic action to maximize Catholicism’ s enablements and
to minimizeits constraints. Finally, the main insights of
this study suggest implications for sociology and pasto-
ral practice: using woman-consciousness as a heuristic
methodological concept, recognizing how desire mobi-
lizes agency, and understanding the transformative re-
production of institutions through a dialectic of personal
distance and engagement.

continued on following page

Master of Arts

Lake, New Hampshire.”

Less Developed Countries.”

The Case of the European Union.”

in China.”

in the context of the United Sates.”

Sngapore.”

Sociological Fictions.”

Each of the following graduate students completed a Masters Degree in Sociology during the years 2000

and 2001. Included below is a brief description of each student’s MA thesis or MA paper research.

Bart Beeson, M.A. 2001. Bart's thesistitleis“ A Frame Analysis of the Public Access Debate on Squam

David Nnyanz, M.A. 2001. David' sthesistitle is“ Structural Determinants of HIV/AIDS Transmission in

Antje Vetterlein, M.A. 2001. Antje' sthesisis entitled “ Integrating Social Policy In A Multi-Tiered System:

Yuping Zhang, M.A. 2001. Yuping's thesis title is “ Changing Cultures and Changing Images of Women

Sandra George, M.A. 2000. Sandra’s thesisis entitled “ We Want to Know Why Our Children are Sck.”

I dolina Hernandez, M.A. 2000. Idolina’ s thesistitle is“ Mexico and Puerto Rico: Industrial Development

Susan Horrigan, M.A. 2000. Susan’sthesisis entitled “ Gay Familiesin a Sraight Culture.”

Ayumi I'seki, M.A. 2000. Ayumi’s thesisis entitled “ Old Age Securities: Cases of China, Japan, and

Miguel Segovia, M.A. 2001, “ The Spice of Mexicanness, the Taste of Multiculturalism: Two Ethnic
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Awards Received by Graduate Students

Teresita del Rosario received the Benedict S. Alper Graduate
Fellowship for Fall 2000.

Adria Goodson is a recipient of the National Minority
Leader ship Opportunity Fellowship.

Anders Hayden (entering Ph.D. candidate) received the
Presidential Fellowship Award for 2001 — 2006.

Patricia Leavy was awarded the Benedict S Alper Graduate
Fellowship for Soring 2001.

Leah Schmalzbauer received the Donald J. White Teaching
Excellence Award for year 2001. Leah was also awarded
Benedict S. Alper Graduate Fellowship for 2001/2002.

Michelle Yaiser received the Donald J. White Teaching
Excellence Award for year 2001.

*e

Steve Farough, Ph.D. 2001. Steve's disserta-
tion is entitled “Contemporary White Mascu-
linities.”

This dissertation usesintensive interviews
to explore the ways white men from different
class backgrounds|ocate themsel ves as subjects
within discourses on race and gender relations.
Specifically, | investigate five areas in my dis-
sertation: (1) how white men produce a sense
of sovereign individuality in a society that is
deeply structured by race, class and gender hi-
erarchies; (2) how white men address the white
male privilege critique; (3) how white men vi-
sually interpret racialized, classed, and/or
gendered phenomena; (4) how social geography
effectstheinterpretations of whitemen; and (5),
how my own standpoint as a white male re-

searcher plays a part in the narrative construc-
tion of the white men | interview. The goal of
this dissertation is to contribute to a better un-
derstanding of the work racial, economic, and
gender discourses do in constructing the
subjectivities of white men, as well as explore
the ways white men make sense of the racial,
economic, and gender discoursesand institutions

they inhabit.
~ 1224

Kelly Joyce, Ph.D. 2001. Kelly’s dissertation is entitled “ The Transparent Body: Magnetic Resonance Imaging
Knowledge, and Practice.”

William Wood received the Presidential Fellowship Award
for 2000 - 2005.

Lee Vigilant was awarded the Best Professor of the Year
Award at Tufts University.

Yuping Zhang is a recipient of the Fulbright Scholar Fellow-
ship for 1999 to conduct research and teach at Bridgewater
Sate College.

This study examines perceptions and use of magnetic resonance imaging, known as MRI or MR, in the United
States. MRI is an expensive medical imaging technology—state of the art machines cost approximately 1.5 to 2
million dollars—that is utilized by physiciansin the US. It creates crisp images of the internal body. Itisprimarily
used to image the brain, the extremities, and the spine.

This study investigates multiple facets of the relationship between the use and understanding of MRI and social
relations. It explores, for example, the historical development of the technology, the way beliefs about technol ogy
and visual images of the body shape reception of the information produced by it, and the conditionsin which radiolo-
gists and technologists work to produce MRI exams. This analysis is situated within a framework that takes into
account how structural factors, such as the fee-for-service health insurance system and the free market approach to
health care that exists in the US, shape the use of this technology.

This research demonstrates that the current use and perceptions of MRI exams are grounded in beliefs about
images and technology; they are not based on the actual use of these exams in medical practice. It suggests that
cultural beliefs about images of the body and expensive technology create a desire for these exams that might not
otherwise exist. The current use of MRI must also be understood within an economic framework. Itisnot simply a
technology used to create health. Itispart of atrillion-dollar industry that generates enormous profitsfor investorsin
thisfield. Thiswork demonstrates that the use and understanding of MRI are not neutral, but reflect instead social
trends and historical contexts. By doing this, it adds to a growing body of work that critically investigates the
intersection between science, technology, and society.

This study draws from fieldwork conducted at three MRI imaging sites and four medical imaging conferences;
in-depth interviews with radiologists, technologists, and referring physicians, and review of related medical and
historical literature. Interviews with the inventors of this technology were aso conducted.

Applications of thistechnology are currently expanding. In the next decadeit islikely that thistechnology will
be routinely used to create images of the breast, prostrate, heart, and fetus. The issues and concerns raised in this
work are thus likely to become more pronounced in the upcoming years as use of this technology expands. ¢
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&~ Grads Speak!

Papers, Presentations, and Research by Graduate Students

Abigail Brooks presented in the Section on Sociology of Sex and Gender at the ASA Conference in
Washington DC, August 2000. Thetitle of her paper was“ The Italian Feminist Movement 1968-1978: The
Influence of the Autonomous Feminist Movement on the Framing of Women's | ssues within the Communist
and Christian Democratic Parties.” Abigail will be presenting in the Sociology of Sex and Gender Session
at the ASA Conference in Anaheim, August 2001. Thetitle of her presentation is“ An Investigation of
Contemporary Courtship Behaviors Among Young Heterosexual Women and Men: Roles, Rules, and
Satisfaction Levels.”

Dana Cervenakova gave a presentation on “ Americanization of Sovak and Czech Popular Culture’ at
the 30" Annual Meeting of the Popular Culture Association in New Orleans, April 2000. She also gave a
presentation at the Twenty-First Annual meeting of The National Women’'s Studies Association in Boston,
June 2000, in two panel sessions: “ Feminisms at the Crossroads’” and “ Women's Sudiesin Eastern and
Central Europe” . Her presentation title was “ Images of Thinness in the Czech and Sovak Landscapes:
Emerging Discourse on Eating Disorders.” Dana also participated and lead two sessions of a summer
course on Feminist Philosophy at the Department of Philosophy, Comenius University, Bratislava,
Sovakia, July, 2000.

I dolina Hernandez attended the 95" annual meeting of the American Sociological Association in Wash-
ington D.C., August 2000. Idolina was a Table Presider for the “ Old Age Policiesin Comparative Per-
spective” forum of the “ Section on Aging and the Life Course” at which she also presented the paper

“ Unintended Consequences of the Privatization of Latin American Public Pensions Systems: Early
Evidence from Low Wage Workers and Women.”

Christian Press presented a paper entitled, “ The Hacker asa New Pop Culture Icon,” at the 31% Annual
Conference of the Popular Culture Association in Philadelphia.

Kelly Joyce presented a paper entitled “ The Emergence of MRI: Magnetic Fields, Radio Waves, and the
Construction of Knowledge,” at the Society for Social Sudies of Science annual meeting in Vienna,
Austria, held in September, 2000.

Patricia Leavy published an article entitled “ Feminist Content Analysis and Representative Charactersin
The Qualitative Report Vol. 10 No. 1, June: 2000 and a review “ Nontraditional Textbooks™ in Perspec-
tives: Social Theory, ASA Newsletter, April 2000.

Susan Legereworked for the Carroll School of Management’s Center for Corporate Citizenship (CCC),
researched and wrote case studies on the corporate involvement in community economic devel opment of
Enron Corporation and Cisco Systems. Specifically, the cases focused on Enron’s work with women and
minority-owned businesses in low-moderate income areas through its subsidiary Enron Investment
Partners, and the Cisco Networking Academy Program. The Networking Academy Program provides
networking skills to high-school and non-traditional students in low-moderate income areas domestically
and internationally. Both case studies are part of a larger report on corporate citizenship entitled “ Inte-
grating Business and Community Devel opment: Winning Management Practices Featuring: Advanced
Micro Devices, J.P. Morgan Chase, Cisco Systems, Enron Investments, Safeco Insurance, Texas Instru-
ments” authored by CCC’s Seve Rochlin and Dr. Janet Boguslaw. Publication of the report is pending.
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“Buildersin the City” (1993), Jacob Lawrence

”
ﬁ: Grads Speak!

continued from previous page

Jeffrey Littenberg attended and presented at the 50" annual meeting of the Society for the Study of Social
Problems—" Inventing Social Justice: SSSP and the 21% Century” —in Washington D.C., August 2000. For
the panel discussion on Critical Sociology in the 21% Century: In the Spirit of C. Wright Mills, Jeffrey
presented a position paper entitled “ The Internet and Social Movements.” He also gave a lecture entitled
“Labor Unions and Globalization in South Africa” this Spring at the Boston College campus.

Tay McNamara attended the 95" annual meeting of the American Sociological Association in Washington
D.C., August 2000. Tay co-presented a paper entitled “ Health, Wealth, Occupation, and Other Determinants
of Who Takes Early Retirement.”

Charles Pinderhughes organized and presided over the thematic session: “ The Sociology of the Black
Radical Congress.” This session was part of the 50" annual meeting of the Society for the Study of Social
Problems—" Inventing Social Justice: SSSP and the 21% Century” —in Washington D.C., August 2000.

Yuping Zhang gave a series of talks at Bridgewater State College entitled “ Rural Women in China” , “ One
Child’s Policy in China” , and “ Women's Literature of the 80s’ . She was a commentator in a series on
Chinese movies at the same College. In April 2001, Yuping gave a presentation entitled “ Advertisements and
the Changing Images of Women in China” at the 31% Annual Conference of Popular Culture in Philadel-
phia. She also presented a paper “ Changing Cultures and Changes Images of Women in China” at the
University of Wisconsin at River Falls, April 2001.
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Visionary-Minded Professor
Sev Bruyn Dances HisWay
| Nto Emeritus Status

Interview with Severyn Bruyn

I n the course of putting together this edition of “ So-
ciology Speaks’ we had the honor of interviewing
Professor Severyn Bruyn on his career, his visions
for civil economy, his thoughts on the department
and the field of sociology, and his plans for the fu-
ture. The following is a summary of the main points
discussed in the inter-
view.

Severyn Bruyn be-
came interested in ques-
tions of social economy
from an early age.
“Growing up | was
struck by the discrep-
ancy between theideaof
the common good
preached on Sundays
and self-interested way
people acted the rest of
the week.” It was
Severyn’s belief in the
common good and his
desire to see people integrate this ethos more fully
intotheir daily livesthat spurred hisinterestsin and
commitment to social justice. In the course of the
studiesin sociology he was ableto seethat the self-
interested behavior was the product of alarger so-
cia system that rewards peoplefor acting thisway.
Through the combination of hiscommitment to so-
cia justice and hisinsights into the interaction be-
tween larger social systems and individual behav-
ior he came to hisvision of the civil economy.

Professor Bruyn’ svision of acivil economy dif-
fers from its popular usage as catch-all term for or-
ganizations that do not fit the mold of the private or
public sector—NGO’s, non-profitsand grassroots or-
ganizations. He envisions a civil economy as a sys-
tem in which “the third sector is empowered to inject
the ethos of justice into the private sector.” “What
we need to do is set up a new market structure. The

new market structure has got to have monitors like the
Sierra Club and grassroots organizations. These orga-
nizations have to come in and you have to make all the
information available so that they can keep track of
these companies.” In thisway, Professor Bruyn breaks
with leftist orthodoxy regarding the issues of
privatization and deregu-
lation. He rejects both
corporate privatization
and government regula-
tion as inadequate to
combat the market forces
that encourage corpora-
tionsto seek profitsat the
expense of the public
good. Instead, he encour-
ages a new strategy of
“civil privatization” in
which thethird sector acts
as the champion of the
common good, serving as
counterbalance to market
forces. “Business in some measure can regulate itself
and should regulate itself but they can't do it al but
themselves. The government has to regulateit but they
can't do it all by themselves. This is where the third
sector comes in.” However, Severyn is quick to point
out that, asit currently existsin the U.S,, the third sec-
tor does not have enough authority or resourcesto play
this counterbalancing role. “Y ou have to build up the
third sector in such a way that they become profes-
sional, they become true monitors, they become stan-
dard makers. In thisway self-regulation goesinto atri-
sector relationship.”

Professor Bruyn attributes much of the Left’ sfail-
ure to affect substantial, lasting change in the past few
decades on its inability to identify appropriate targets
of collective pressure. Either the target has been too
small, imprisoned in larger systems and structures that
effectively prevent them from radically changing their

20



behavior (as in the case of
campaigns against individual
corporations such as Nike and
the Gap); or the targets have
been so large and diffusethat
they offer no site for resis-
tance and are impervious to
theeffortsof collectiveaction
(such asCapitaism). Severyn
advocates astrategy of iden-
tifying targets that are large
enough to be able to change
and havethis change produce
larger systemic changes yet
contained and centralized
enough to be susceptible to
collective pressure. “You
can't go after one corporation
at atime, they aretrapped in
acompetitive market system.
You haveto deal withthesys
temitself. On apractical level thismeansgoing after one market sector at atime.” Closer to home, Professor
Bruyn suggeststhetargeting of academic accreditation institutions asthe most effective strategy for revers-
ing the growing influence of corporations, and market forcesin general, on higher education.

Professor Bryun'sinterestsare not limited to social and political -economics. He hasworked with many
community devel opment projects and written extensively on community devel opment. Infact, when asked
if there were any changes he would like to see in the department, his sole suggestion was to institute more
participant observation fieldwork and real life application of sociological insight inthelocal communities.
He has had a long-standing interest in the role of myths, legends and fictions in society. He encourages
young sociologists to follow the lead of Cultural Studies in attending to the power of these narratives.
Recently, Professor Bruyn has devel oped an interest in genetic engineering and nano-technology. “ For the
first time in human history, scientists are changing the process of evolution. In thisway scientists, and the
institutionsthey work for, are more powerful than the government.”

Professor Bruyn'’s current projectsinclude anew book, Civil Markets, to be published inthe next year.
Now that he will not be afull-time professor, Severyn looks forward to devoting more timeto his artistic
side, traveling and squeezing thejuice out of life. “Now | will have moretime
to write and do pottery. We will be traveling to Switzerland this Summer, |
look forward to seeing their collective system of electric cars. What else? ...
I”’m going to dance.”

Severyn Bruyn'’s parting words of wisdom are: “We need to stop being
reactive and stereotyping, we need to start having cool headed debates about
the underlying issues.”

Profr Bruyn, we will miss you dearly, but know that “Professor Emeri-
tus” isjust another way of saying “proven Colleague, Mentor, and Friend.” The
many years you have spent teaching us and enlightening us with your ideas will
not beforgotten. For thiswe thank you and know that you will continue to make
the world around you a lighter, more peaceabl e place! ¢ Jeff Littenberg
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Career Retrospective:

Severyn Bruyn received his B.S., M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of Illinois. He also completed graduate
research and coursework at the University of Wisconsin, the University of Southern California, and UCLA. From
1952 through 1966 Severyn Bruyn was a member of the faculty at Illinois College during which time he rose from
the position of Assistant Professor to Department Chair. While at I1linois College he al so served asthe director of the
Program in Community Development from 1952 through 1962. From 1966 to the present Severyn Bruyn has been a
Professor in the Department of Sociology, serving as chair of the department from 1970 through 1971, and as
Director of the Graduate Program in Social Economy and Social Policy from 1977 through 1986. Severyn Bruyn
also traveled to the Universidad de Puerto Rico as a visiting Professor, teaching courses in the Departmento de
Sociologia in the Spring of 1974.

In addition to his latest work, A Civil Economy: Transforming the Marketplace in the 21% Century, Severyn
Bruyn isthe author of eight books. Communitiesin Action: Pattern and Process, The Human Per spectivein Sociol-
ogy: The Methodology of Participant Observation; The Social Economy: People Transforming Modern Business;
Nonviolent Action and Social Change; The Field of Social Investment; Beyond the Market and the Sate; Interna-
tional Issuesin Social Economy: Studiesin the United Satesand Greece; and, The Futurefor the American Economy:
A Social Market. Over the course of his career Severyn Bruyn has published dozens of articles on participant obser-
vations, community development, global capital, social investment strategies, and civil markets.

Severyn Bruyn. A Civil Economy: Transforming the Marketplace in the 21 Century. Uni-
versity of Michigan Press.

The creation of a democratic society has been a centuries
long project. The project of democracy building isfar from over.
Theforces of change are still active as capitalist markets stand in
tension with a democratic government and the Third Sector. In
his latest work, Severyn Bruyn argues that the major differences
among these sectors must be resolved in order to create a more
democratic, civil economy. For it isat the interface of these three
sectors that the construction of civil society, asociety that brings
a democratic government and a market economy, takes place. y o o

The subject of civil economy is derived from the idea of A CIVIL ECONOINY
civil society, an idea that has been evolving for centuries. The
ideal of a civil economy presumes that people can solve social
problems within these sectors, maximizing human values and
minimizing government intervention. A Civil Economy explores
the relationship between the business, market, and third sector,
describing how people in these sectors can work to develop an
accountable, self-regulating, profitable, humane, and competitive
system of markets. Tothisend, Severyn Bruyn examinestheways
in which government officials can encourage the formation of
civil markets and reduce government costs; how local leaders
can effectively challenge global corporations that would exploit
community resources; how employees can become participants
in the development of civil corporations; and, how investors can
allocate capital for the common good.

In order to better understand civic problemsin a system of
capital exchange, A Civil Economy encourages interdisciplinary studies. This book provides a blueprint by which
scholars in divers fields such as business management, sociology, political science, and economics can develop a
common language.
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The Sociology Department welcomes ¢

new faculty membersRobert Kunovich
and Kerry Ann Rockquemor el

Robert Kunovich’s research interests include comparative
ethnicity, political sociology, and transition in Eastern Europe. His
research in comparative ethnicity focuses on related phenomena of
ethnic identity and ethnic intolerance, exploring how competition
and conflict affect both group identity and attitudes toward out-
groups. Robert Kunovich has published several articleswith Randy
Hodson on former Y ugoslaviadealing with topics such asreligios-
ity and ethnic intolerance; social integration, traumatic war-related
events, and distress; and group-threat and ethnic prejudice in So-
cial Forces, The Journal of Health and Social Behavior, and The
Sociological Quarterly (forthcoming). Heis currently engaged in
research exploring the rel ationship between group-threat (fromim-
migration and economic hardship) and attitudestoward immigrants
from a cross-national perspective. His work in political sociology
centers on political attitudes and behavior during economic, politi-
cal, and social changein Eastern Europe. Heis aso examining the

effects of macroeconomic conditions and personal economic hardship on protest voting and other
forms of political participation during democratization in Poland. Robert’s long-term plans are to
expand hisresearch on religiosity and intolerance and to explore the role of ethnic music in the main-
tenance of ethnic identity and solidarity among immigrant groups in the United States.

Kerry Ann Rockquemor ereceived her Ph.D.
from the University of Notre Dame. She has
published numerousarticlesinthe areaof race
relations, with a special focus on interracial
families, racial identity formation, and the
politics of the Multiracial Movement. Her
forthcoming book “Beyond Black: Biracia
Identity in America’ (Sage) explores racial
identity development among individualswith
one Black and one White parent in the United
States. In addition to mapping the various
identity choicesthat multiracial people make,
she examines how appearances, social net-
work structure, and experiences of discrimi-
nation affect which racial identity individu-

als choose. Kerry Ann’s other work examines effective teaching strategies and the use of service-
learning at faith-based colleges and universities. Currently, sheis collecting data on multiracial iden-
tity in Alabama and Connecticut and working on a book manuscript entitled Raising the Biracia Child:
From Theory to Practice.
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Visiting Faculty 2000-2001

Arthur and Marilouise Kroker ‘ Thomas Reifer

TheKrokers

Born in a paper mill town in northern Canada, Arthur
Kroker’s life has been a preparation to write about the
question of technology. His interest in technology has al-
ways been accompanied by a commitment to social jus-
tice. Before he departed on the sociol ogical path, he spent
three years in the Basilian seminary in Canada studying
to be ateaching priest. He left the order, however, to pur-
sue his quest for socia justice through other means. He
received his B.A. in Sociology from the University of
Windsor and his M.S., aso in Sociology from Purdue
University. During this time Professor Kroker became
deeply involved in the anti-war movement, which proved
to be aprofound experience for him. Arthur Kroker wrote
his Master’s thesis on the work of Talcott Parsons, who
at thetime was considered a representative of everything
wrong with mainstream sociology. As Arthur says, he did not write it because he agreed with Parsons; to the
contrary, he wrote it because he disagreed. Despite disagreeing with Parsons theories Arthur Kroker saw that
Parsons provided a “cybernetic analysis of the social formation of power in neo-liberal/neo-capitalist that was
worthy of a close examination”. He originaly pursued his Ph.D. in the political science department at Purdue
University. Later transferring to McMaster University he completed his Ph.D. dissertation entitled An Inquiry into
the Theory of Reconstruction of Political Reality.

In 1976, Arthur and Marilouise Kroker began the scholarly print journal, the Canadian Journal of Political and
Social Theory. In 1993, they pioneered a new electronic scholarly review—CTHEORY (www.ctheory.com) which
currently has 20,000 subscribers in over 100 countries. A new multimedia version of CTHEORY has just been
launched in partnership with Cornell University.

For the academic year 2000-01, CTHEORY has been published
“|1 can’t watch CNN or C-Span for at Boston College, sponsored by the Department of Sociology. The
more than half-an-hour without a Krokersare grateful for thisintellectual support sinceit has made pos-
Kroker take intruding on my cable- siblethe publication of articles, interviewsand event-scenes on aweekly
assisted stream of consciousness.” basis from scholars worldwide. In late spring, a special CTHEORY
--Bruce Sterling forum entitled Tech Flesh was published. This specia issue focuses
on the ethical implications of biotechnology. This CTHEORY forum
“ Kroker isour remorseless Adorno.” will include articles written by three Boston College undergraduates
--Sanley Aronowitz grouped together in a special section “Born to be Wired.” These ar-
ticles were originally written for Professor Kroker’s sociology class,

“Technology and Saociety.”

Arthur’s first book was entitled Technology and the Canadian Mind. Other important books include Data
Trash: The Theory of the Virtual Class, The Possessed Individual, Digital Delirium, Hacking the Future, The
Postmodern Scene, and The Panic Encyclopedia.

While at Boston College, Arthur completed his latest book called The Will toTechnology, an intensive medita-
tion on three thinkers, Heidegger, Nietzsche and Marx, set within the context of biogenetics. He is currently doing
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research on a new book focusing on the question of technology and nihilism. Professor Kroker taught a graduate
level course on Social Ethics and Biotechnology in Spring, Contemporary French Social Theory in Fall and an
undergraduate level course on Technology and Society in both semesters.

Arthur and Marilouise have been working and living together for thirty years. As Arthur said, they are con-
cerned with the same subject matter but they address it from their with their own, very distinct personal styles. This
has resulted in many intellectual collaborations: some editorial (co-editing CTHEORY and the Canadian Journal of
Palitical and Social Theory), co-editing atrilogy of feminist books, including the anthology Body Invaders, and co-
writing Hacking the Future.

In the past year we have gotten to know Arthur as a professor, scholar, colleague and friend for which we
are deeply grateful.

Thomas Reifer

T homas Reifer received his B.A. in Sociology from
the University of SantaCruz; hisM.A. and Ph.D. asoin
Sociology from Binghamton University. He has pub-
lished numerousarticlesin theareaof political economy,
globalization, and historical configurationsof power. He
has also spoken on these subjects on numerous confer-
ences, most notably at the Political Economy of the
World Systems conferences, conferences of the ASA,
and the International Studies Association.

Thisyear at Boston College he taught undergradu-
ate and graduate courses in the areas of Comparative
Historical Sociology, Social and Political Economy,
Social Change from a Global Perspective and Black
Socia Thought.

Growing up in Orange County in California, the
epicenter of the New Right, Thomas Reifer was always
interested in the notions of power and inequality. Asan

“In a world built on violence, one must be a revolu-

adolescent he was involved in the anti-nuclear power
movement, anti-apartheid movement and the Commit-
teein Solidarity with the People of El Salvador. Helater
organized graduate students at the University of Cali-
fornia Santa Cruz and throughout the SUNY system.
While attending University he discovered comparative

tionary before one can be a pacifist...human beings
acquiesce far too easily in evil; they rebel far too little
and too seldom.” We must “ denounce the violence on
which the present system is based, and all the evil-
material and spiritual-this entails for the masses
throughout the world...”

historical analysis and world systems theory as a par-
ticular way of talking about large-scalelong term change.
Hisdissertation focused on why therewas no peacedivi-
dend after the end of the Cold War. From this research
he became interested in the origins of the US National Security State and Military Complex. Reifer’s subseguent work
demonstrates how the socialization of war making and state making as part and parcel of economic development. Noam
Chomsky and Fernand Braudel, Walter Goldfrank, Immanuel Wallerstein, Giovanni Arrighi, Daniel Ellsberg, and Terrence
K. Hopkins have al been major influences on Tom Reifer’s thought and writing, and he has had the opportunity to work
with all but the first two.

--A.J. Muste as quoted by Noam Chomsky

Tom receives his boundless energy and inspiration from filling the existing cracks in academic discourse with his
own perspective. Tom has made a name for himself in the department for always being willing to engage faculty and
students in debates on any pressing social issues, in which he demonstrates his encyclopedic knowledge.

continued on page 27
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Narrative Analysisand Sociology: CatherineKohler
Riessman WantsPeopleTo Tell Their Stories

Catheri ne Kohler Riessman is a Research Professor
in the Department of Sociology at Boston College. For
the last ten years she was a Professor of Sociology and
Social Work at Boston University aswell asthe Direc-
tor of an Interdisciplinary Ph.D. Program in Sociology
and Social Work at the same university. She received
her B.A. in English literature from Bard College, her
M.S.W. from Yeshiva -

University, and her Ph.D. “ i

in Sociology from Co- :
lumbia University. She i
wastrained in aprogram
called “socio-medical
sciences,” acombination
of a social science—in
Professor Riessman’s
case sociology—and
public health. She re-
ceived superb training in
guantitative analysis and
did a quantitative disser-
tation in the field of epi-
demiology, completing
her studies during atimeinwhich socia scientistswere
looking for new ways to bring gender into their work.
Most of Professor Riessman’s early work and publica-
tions were in the quantitative field.

After graduation, Professor Riessman started
working on a large research project on gender and di-
vorce. This was during a time when the literature on
divorce had emphasi zed children and nobody compared
men’s and women’s experiences of divorce and its
meaning in the trajectories of their lives. This project
proved to be a turning point, offering a “a click mo-
ment” for her. Having begun the project from a pre-
dominantly quantitative point of view, there came a
moment in the interviews where one of the women re-
spondents questioned the meaning of the batteries of
tests and asked a key question: “Can’'t we just talk?”" It
was a point, which lead Professor Riessman to theidea
of letting peopletalk and tell the stories about their lives.
From then on she began to look at these accounts as
stories—narratives of people’ slives. Thisresearch was
the basis of her book Divorce Talk.

Following this experience, Professor Riessman did
her post-doc at the Harvard Medical School where she
worked with Eliot Mishler, one of the key people in the
field of narrative analysis. This work transformed her
thinking about how to work with data. She learned
grounded theory as well as the approach of narrative
analysis, which share a common focus on paying close
attention to language—
how an account is made,
not simply what it says.

Since her graduate
school days, Professor
Riessman has been inter-
ested in what in epidemio-
logical literature is called
“stressful life events,”
which she prefers to call
“disruptive life events.”
Shehasbeen influenced by
thework of her dissertation
advisor, Bruce Dornland,
who has been one of the
major contributorsto mental health research with his stud-
iesexamining the correlation between stressful life events
and psychiatric disorders. Catherine Riessman became
interested in studying how these life atering events in-
fluence peopl €' s understandings of themselves—notions
of identity and well-being in a more contextual way. She
began exploring how to think about the disruption of
something that alters the normative order—the state of
sequence people think their lives should have—in his-
torical, cultural and most of all narrative terms. “How do
people represent these events in their tellings and come
to make sense of them, and perform an emerging identity
after such a stressful life event has occurred?’ Professor
Riessman studies went on to study divorce, chronic ill-
ness, and infertility in India

In 1993-94, Professor Riessman worked on a
Fulbright-funded project oninfertility in South India. This
research formed the basisfor her soon-to-be-rel eased book
on infertility in South India. Currently, Professor
Riessman’s work is in the field of Narrative Analysis,

continued on following page
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PatriciaM.Y. Chang

Professor Patricia Chang serves as the Assistant Director of the
Boisi Center and is an Associate Research Professor in Sociology
Department at Boston College. Professor Chang specializesin re-
search that examines the organizational aspects of religion. Her
recent work looks at the effects or organizational employment
policies on gender inequality in denominational labor markets.
She s currently working on a book that examines how theologi-
cal understandings of authority affect practices of democratic par-
ticipation in Protestant denominations. She teaches a year long
seminar on the institutional ecology of faith based organizations.

Tom Reifer
continued from page 25

The key to Tom's intellectual and political outlook is his
desire to weld together scholarly work with social activism,
and to bridge the divide between biography and history. Heis
grateful to the Sociology department of Boston Collegefor pro-
viding the space for political activism related to the notion of
the public intellectual. This standsin contrast to the ASA and
some more mainstream research universities where the appro-
priate role of sociologist is envisioned as a heutral reporter of
social facts. He also thinksthat our department offers spacefor
people to cross the great divide between cultural studies and
what has become labeled as political sociology, comparative
historical sociology and world systems analysis. Tom strongly
believesthat such aspaceisnecessary for conducting theinter-
disciplinary work needed. “ If you want to look at globalization
now you have to look at what was happening in the late 19"-
early 21% centuries: colonization, economic expansion, chang-
ing of living conditions, rapid industrialization of ever-increas-
ing sections of the globe.”

Tom envisionsthefuture of sociology inthe people swill-
ingness to ask serious questions about the past and the present
in order to create amore just and sustainable future. “\We need
to come up with possible alternatives to the social systems, in
which we live and reflect on what we have learned from the
social movements from the past.”

After leaving Boston College Tomwill betravelingto Thai-
land to work with Walden Bello as a Senior Research Associ-
atefor the Project on the Global South from June 2001 through
January 2002. In February 2002 he will begin a Joint Appoint-
ment as Assistant Research Scientist, I nstitute for Research on
World-Systems (IROWS) & Adjunct Assistant Professor, De-
partment of Sociology, University of California, Riverside. #Co-
written by Jeff Littenberg and Dana Cervenakova

Cathy Riessman
continued from page 26

whose method and theoretical tradi-
tions she is actively contributing to.
Her future plans include writing a
book composed of a series of essays
on “Interrupted Lives.” In this book
shewantsto include herself as a sub-
ject, making explicit her positioning
as an active interpreter of character
and presence in her work. She plans
to incorporate her own changing au-
tobiography into how she interprets
the text and offer her ways of seeing
for evaluation.

Professor Riessman has enjoyed
teaching at Boston College and loves
teaching in general. In Spring 2001,
professor Riessman taught a popular
seminar course on Heath, Gender,
and the Body, which focused on ex-
amining the field of health and ill-
ness, with a special emphasis on
medicine’s role in gendering the
body. She will teach a course on nar-
rative analysis in Spring 2002.

Those of uswho had the oppor-
tunity and honor to learn from
Catherine Kohler Riessman are
thankful that she has chosen to teach
at Boston College. We are enthusi-
adtically looking forward to her fu-
ture seminars in our department.

4 Dana Cervenakova
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W ho's News Among Faculty

Bill Gamson was awarded the Doris Graber Outstand-
ing Book Award for 2000 from the American Political
Science Association for his book Talking Palitics.

Eva Garroutte was awarded a grant from the Native In-
vestigator Development Program, Research Center on
Minority Aging Research, University of Colorado Health
Sciences Center, for years 2000-2002.

William Harris was awarded the Fulbright Scholar Fel-
lowship for 2000/2001 to do research in China.

Paul Schervish was awarded the Fulbright Scholar Fel-
lowships for 2000/2001 to do research in Ireland.

Severyn T. Bruyn is the 2000 Recipent of the Thomas
Divine Award for Lifetime Contributions to Association
for Social Economics.

Bill Gamson served as the Chancellor’s Distinguished
Fellow at the University of California at Irvine in Janu-
ary, 2001.

Jeanne Guillemin has returned from last year’' s sabbati-
cal, during which she spent time promoting her most re-
cent book, Anthrax: The Investigation of a Deadly Out-
break published by the University of California Press.
She gave presentations at the New Y ork Council on For-
eign Relations, the Chicago Council on Foreign Relations,
University College London, and the American Philosophi-
cal Society, as well as professional meetings. She was
interviewed on eight radio shows and three television
programs. In between times, she did research in Paris at
the Ecole de Medecine and in London at the Institute of
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene on the history of malaria
and the 19th century concept of miasma. Her next book
is on the politics of air-borne diseases and hazards, in-
cluding anthrax but also asthma, tuberculosis, sick build-
ing syndrome, and radiation. In the fall sheisteaching a
new seminar on danger, disease, and bodily harm. Jeanne
GuilleminisalsoaSenior Fellow at MIT’ s Security Stud-
ies Program at the Center for International Studies. Inthe
spring she will give atalk on biological weapons and se-
curity issues at the Aspen Institute in Berlin.
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Ramon Grosfoguel’s writings
about “radical statehood” for
Puerto Rico are spotlighted in
an article by Chris Mooney,
“Left-Wing Advocates of
Puerto Rican Statehood,” ap-
pearing in the April 2001 issue
of Lingua Franca. Mooney dis-
cusses the importance of
Grosfoguel and Frances Negron
Muntaner’s 1997 edited book,
Puerto Rican Jam, as well as
Ramon’seditorial columninthe
influential Puerto Rican news-
paper, El Nuevo Dia.

Graduate Award Named After Severyn Bruyn

At a dinner held on May 4" to honor Professor
Severyn Bruyn’s many years of scholarly dedica-
tion and serviceto the Sociology Department, De-
partment Chairperson Stephen Pfohl announced
a new award to be given annualy in Severyn's
name to a Boston College Ph.D. student excel-
ling in the study of Social Economy and Social
Justice. This award will be titled the Severyn T.
Bruyn Award for Outstanding Scholarship in So-
cial Economy and Social Justiceand will begiven
in the Spring Semester of each year to a Ph.D.
student whose written work over the previousyear
merits this distinction. Scholarly work to be hon-
ored by this award may include outstanding pa-
pers produced for courses, papers developed for
publication or presentation at professional con-
ferences, as well Ph.D. dissertations produced in
the Sociology Department at Boston College. In
addition to the honor bestowed upon the recipi-
ent, the award will include a monetary prize of
$300 at minimum, with the names of recipients
of the Severyn T. Bruyn Award to be inscribed in
a plague to hang in our department office.




Under graduate Awards and Honor s
The Honors Theses. Undergraduates Delve into Sociological Research

The Undergraduate Honors Program in Sociology is designed to give eligible Sociology majors (3.5
GPA, 3.5 in Sociology) the experience of doing original research that leads to a Senior Honors Thesis.
The program includes a four-course Honors sequence that allows students to work closely with faculty
and other students in the program. The courses include reading the most engaging classics of sociologi-
cal research, the design of the student’s own project, and in the last semester of the senior year, gather-
ing and analyzing the data, then writing the thesis.

During the academic year 2001, the following Sociology Magjors successfully completed an Honors
Thesisin Sociology:

The Honors Students and Their Thesis Titles:
Adrienne Allen “To Be lll and Uninsured.”

Lourdes German “The Reform Of Aid To Families With Dependent Children:
A Critical Look At Legislation From 1970 to 1995 From The Social Control Perspective.”

Brent MacDonald “Downward Mobility and the Family: Role Discrepencies as Seen Through the
Eyes of Children.”

Mary McConnachie “Lone Rangers of the Latchkey: A Study of Former Latchkey Children and Their
Views of Childhood.”

Kelly McCoy “An Experiential Look at Outreach Healthcare.”

Shannon McDermott “The Changing Role of the Government in Old Age Provision: The Integration
of Occupational Pensions into Public Social Security Systems of Australia, Denmark, Switzerland and
the United Kingdom.”

Joe“ Chip” O’Donnell “Unmasking the Social Actor: A Sociological Exploration of the Novels of
Y ukio Mishima.”

Kaarin Nelson “Managing Deviance: A Study About How College Students Understand and Success-
fully Manage their Drug Use.”

L ouis Pallante “On the Mohawk Trail: Identity Formation in Punk Rock.”

Alberto Rodney “Introductory Economics Textbooks: Entering the Economic
Imagination.”

Kadie Steinberg “The Influence of Music Subcultures on the Identity Formation of Adolescent Girls.”
Stephanie Wade “Divorce and the Effects on Children’s Attitudes Toward Marriage.”

Y amil Yaskille “National Defined Contribution Plans: A Critical Assessment of Recent Social Secu-
rity Reform in Latvia, Poland, Sweden, and Italy.”

continued on page 30
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Alpha Kappa Delta

Undergraduates initiated into Alpha Kappa Delta, the sociology honor society: Susana Cruz, Tomothy
J. Dube, Cristin M. Griffin, Yamil Jaskille, Lindsay Ann Lathinghouse, Ralia Elizabeth Malakidis,
Aimee L. Maron, Kaarin S. Nelson, Timothy P. O’ Connor, Toni Ann Vicari.

Sociology Majors Named Deans and Sophomore Scholars

Each year the College of Arts and Sciences selects a very small number of its top junior-year students
for the honor of being named a Dean’s Scholar. Dean’ s Scholars are nominated by faculty in their
respective departments and are selected on the basis of their overall academic performance,
cocurricular activities, and the sense of purpose with which they approach their future. Candidates
nominated by their departments for the honor of Dean’s Scholar must also submit an essay reflecting
about their scholarship and central intellectual concerns. A select group of second-year students with
very distinguished academic records are also nominated by faculty and chosen for the honor of being
anmed a Sophomore Scholar. This year the following Sociology Majors were named Dean’'s Scholars
and Sophomore Scholars at adinner held in their honor on April 4.

Dean’s Scholars (Class of 2001):
Mikaela Boyd, Kathleen McManus, and Jenna Nobles

Sophomore Scholars (Class of 2002):
Amanda Berger and Ragine Hyppolite

Kristina Beattie (Class of 2001) was awarded the John Donovan Award For Outstanding Under -
graduate Sociology Paper for her paper, entitled,” Assimilation Experiences of First Generation
Armenian Immigrants of the Early Twentieth Century and their Second Generation Children.” Based
on in-depth interviews with second generation Armenian-Americans, the paper sensitively portrays
how the assimilation experiences of those interviewed differed from their parents.

“Soldiers and Students’ (1962), Jacob Lawrence
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Affiliated

Or ganizations

Media Resear ch and Action Project
(MRAP)

Founded in 1986 by William A. Gamson, Sociology Pro-
fessor at Boston College, along with colleagues from BC
and the University of Michigan, and currently under the
direction of himself and Charlotte Ryan, the Media Re-
search and Action Project (MRAP) isanetwork of activ-
ist scholars and community activists. MRAP works to
broaden citizen participation in the media contests which
shape public policy. MRAP workswith organi zations rep-
resenting marginalized communities (i.e.,, communities
of color, poor and working poor families, labor, immi-
grants, poor elderly, disabled persons, the lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender community) to strengthen their
ability to gain media access and to advocate for their vi-
sionsof democratic social change. Duringitsfifteen years
of existence MRAP has devel oped replicable media sys-
tems and training manuals and models of mutually ben-
eficially community-university partnerships. Through
these partnership, tools, programs, and trainings organi-
zations develop their capacity to:

¢ Identify and challenge institutional barriers in the
mass media through media monitoring and research

¢ Create proactive framing of relevant issues and strat-
egies for socia change

*  Work with independent and alternative forms of
media

¢ Work within mainstream media to develop access
for preferred frames in the short-term, and to work
towards structural change in the long-term

¢ |ntegrate the insights of social movement and com-
munications theories into their organizational and
media strategies.

MRAP s recent and current projects include:

Media Fellows Program:

With the Empowerment and Change Project of MassLaw
Reform Institute and the support of the Boston Founda-
tion, MRAP is completing along-term capacity-building
program in which community groups develop proactive
mediamessages and establish sustainable media systems.

Domestic Violence Project:

The Rhode Island Coalition Against Domestic Violence
(RICADV) has created a dialogue between activists
working to stop domestic violence and the reporterswho
cover theissues. With RICADV, MRAP has completed
a four-year study of media coverage of domestic vio-
lence in Rhode Island. This study, in combination with
extensiveinterviewswith reporters, survivors of domes-
tic violence and experts, will become a workshop cur-
riculum and resource guide for journalists.

Homes for Families Project:

MRAP is producing a media guidebook in cooperation
with Homes for Families—a coalition of homeless and
formerly homeless mothers and housing advocates. This
guidebook grew out of the workshopsin which the mem-
bers of Homes for Families explored their fears of the
mass media and then developed a proactive vision of
better media coverage. Thisproject is piloted by MRAP
journalist-in-residence, veteran radio producer Carol
Rissman.

Train the Trainers:

In cooperation with the Labor Extension Programs at
three University of Massachusetts campuses, MRAP has
developed a unique labor and media curriculum, as well
as conducted multiple trainings of labor educators who
will, in turn, use this program for media trainings with
union locals throughout the State.

Through itsweekly seminars, research and publications,
MRAP serves as a site of theoretical development and
information clearinghouse for social movement organi-
zations. MRAPsresearch, publication and training manu-
asinclude:

Talking Politics (Gamson)

Prime Time Activism (Ryan)

Public Television for Sale (Hoynes)

By Invitation Only: How Media Limit Political De-

bate (Croteau & Hoynes)

¢  Applied Research Studies of Nightline, MacNeill-
Lehrer, and National Public Radio

¢ Monitoring studies of news coverage of communi-
ties of color, welfare reform and domestic violence

¢ Over thirty published articles on social movement
organizations and the media

¢ “Making News’ —amedia strategy manual

¢ The Labor and Media Manual

¢ TheWhat'sNewsgameand other role playing train-
ing tools

¢ Spanish language curriculum

* 6 o o0

continued on page 32
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¢ Case studies of mediaactivism regarding labor, anti-
interventionism, racism and police brutality, repro-
ductive hazards, welfare rights, immigration, human
SErvices cuts, etc.

Social Welfare Resear ch Institute

The Social Welfare Research Institute (SWRI) is a
multidisciplinary research center speciaizing in the study
of spirituality, wealth, philanthropy, and other aspects of
cultural life in an age of affluence. Founded in 1970,
SWRI is arecognized authority on the relation between
economic wherewithal and philanthropy, the motivations
for charitable involvement, and the underlying meaning
and practice of care. SWRI is currently under the direc-
tion of Paul Schervish.

Over the past thirteen years SWRI has received generous
support from the T. B. Murphy Foundation Charitable
Trust, which funded SWRI’s ground-breaking Study on
Wealth and Philanthropy, and from the Indiana Univer-
sity Center on Philanthropy, the W. K. Kellogg Founda-
tion, and the Lilly Endowment, Inc.

Current research projects include “Dilemmas and Deci-
sions Surrounding the Accumulation and Distribution of
Financial Resources,” funded by the T. B. Murphy Foun-
dation Charitable Trust; and “ The Emerging Material and
Spiritual Determinants of Charitable Giving by Wealth
Holders,” funded by the Lilly Endowment Inc. The
Banker’s Trust 2000 Study on Wealth with Responsihil-
ity has just been completed and the final report is avail-
able by sending us your mailing address. These projects
all explore the association among philanthropy, income,
and wealth; the organizational and moral determinants of
giving and volunteering; and the implications for
fundraising and philanthropy. For more detailed infor-
mation of SWRI, please visit the following web site:
http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/avp/gsas/swri/default.html.

Global Justice Project (GJP)

A Brief History and Overview:

The Global Justice Project was formed in the Spring of
1999. It isan ever-expanding collaborati on between com-
munity members, labor and social justice activists, Bos-
ton College professors, and both undergraduate and gradu-
ate students working to educate and encourage activism
towards global social and economic justice. Our goal is
to promote a dialogue at Boston College and in the com-

munity at large that will lead to organized socia action
towards the development of a new global policy — one
that will advance justice in the globa economy. We feel
privileged to work at Boston College where a Jesuit com-
mitment to socia justice provides an ideal institutional
environment for our work.

The Global Justice Project focuses on issues which affect
all peoples, but specificaly onissueswhich hinder progress
towardssocia and economic justice— issuessuch as sweat-
shops in Central America and Indonesia; exploitation of
indigenous peoplesrights; and theimpact of structural ad-
justment programs, imposed by the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund, on developing nations.

The Global Justice Project encourages participation from
al groups and continuously strives to increase its mem-
bership and diversity by reaching out to all areas of the
community. We are committed to diverse speakers and
workshop leaders, and to ensure that issues of gender,
race, and class are all strongly represented in our educa-
tiona efforts.

The Global Justice Project isan all-volunteer effort, work-
ing in tandem with grassroots groups on a minimal bud-
get. While it is true that we are based on a university
campus and receive support in terms of space, computer
equipment, and telephone, we need additional funding to
accomplish our ambitious agenda.

Involved Faculty and Students:

Dr. Charles Derber, Professor, Sociology Department
derber@bc.edu

Dr. Oliva Blanchette, Professor, Philosophy Department
oliva.blanchette@bc.edu

Deborah Piatelli, graduate student, Sociology Department
deborah.piatelli @bc.edu

Alex Cheney, Undergraduate Government
cheneya@bc.edu

Deep Mayell, Peace and Justice Coalition
mayelld@bc.edu

Michael Piatelli, graduate student, Biology Department
piatellm@bc.edu
Jeffrey Littenberg, graduate student, Sociology Department
littenbe@bc.edu

Kelly McCoy, undergraduate student
mccoyka@bc.edu

Holly Unger, Undergraduate Government
ungerh@bc.edu

In collaboration with the Center for Economic Justice, the
Global Justice Project hosted Oscar Olivera, the leader of
the popular movement against the privatization of Bolivia's
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water, that succeeded in forcing the World Bank and
Bechtel, a transnationa corporation, to drop its efforts to
privatize Bolivia's water. The lecture featured a documen-
tary film *“ This Water isOurs, Damn It!” by SheilaFranklin
and Ravi Khanna, which documents some of the most as-
tounding images of indigenous resistance ever filmed.

The GJP' s recent and current projects include:

Human Rights and Militarization in Mexico

The Global Justice Project and the UGBC recently co-
hosted Dr. Andres Barreda, an author and professor of
sociology at the National Autonomous University of
Mexico and the Coordinator of the Center for Social
Analysis, Information and Popular Education. The main
focus of Dr. Barreda' s speaking tour is on human rights
abuses and militarizationin Mexico, particularly Chiapas
and other strongly indigenous areas. The goal of Dr.
Barreda's tour is to raise awareness about the current
human rights situation in Mexico and how indigenous
and poor communities' rights are being abused by the
Mexican Army and paramilitary groups. Dr. Barredawas
accompanied by Tom Hansen, the Director of the Mexico
Solidarity Network.

Battling Water Privatization in Bolivia

The Global Justice Project, in partnership with the Cen-
ter for Economic Justice, hosted aforum featuring Boliv-
ian indigenous movement and labor leader Oscar Olivera.
Oscar Olivera entered the labor force as a machinist and
has been aleader in the Bolivian labor movement for over
22 years. Heistheexecutive secretary of the Cochabamba
Federation of Factory Workers and isthe recipient of the
Ingtitute of Policy Studies prestigious Letelier/Moffitt
Human Rights Award for 2000. At this forum senior
Olivera spoke of his experience as aleading organizer in
the grassroots movement to fight water privatization in
the Cochabamba region of Bolivia. Initially pushed by
the World Bank, the Bolivian government transferred the
system to a private consortium, including asubsidiary of
U.S.-based Bechtel Corporation, which quickly hiked
rates for local water users by 200 percent. The Bolivian
government responded to Olivera's coalition with brutal
force, but eventually conceded to negotiations that re-
sulted inthewithdrawal of Bechtel and the military troops
surrounding the city, the reform of laws pertaining to water
services, and the release of persons detained during the
conflict. Also speaking were Sheila Franklin and Ravi
Khanna of One World Communications, who introduced
their film documenting the struggle to reverse water
privatization: "THIS WATER IS OURS, DAMN IT!"

Offering New Vision: Student Per spectives on Global
Injustice

The Global Justice Project and the Undergraduate Gov-
ernment Social and Cultural | ssues Council hosted awon-
derful student forum featuring four Boston College stu-
dents who shared their experiences in Colombia, Nige-
rig, Indonesiaand several Central Americacountries. With
awonderful introduction on the global economy by Alex
Cheney, Deep Mayell shared his experiences with Indo-
nesian garment workers, and Mark Pedulla offered an
analysis of neoliberalism at work in sharing his experi-
ences on the coffee plantations in Nicaragua and Guate-
mala. Nanre Nafziger spoke about her work in Africathis
summer with AIDS activists, and Beatriz Rodriguez share
their stories of violence and inequality in their respective
countries of Colombia and Mexico.

OfferingNew Vision: Student Per spectiveson theFree
Trade Area of the Americas

The Free Trade Area for the Americas will be the U.S.
government’s next major trade agreement. FTAA isthe
extension of the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) for al of the Western Hemisphere. The Bos-
ton Global Action Network provided aworkshop for the
Global Justice Project on theseimportant issues. Students
from the project conducted an organizing forum for the
entire BC community.

AIDS Awareness

Three BC students presented their research papers to the
Global Justice Project onthe AIDScrisis. An educational
forum on the AIDS crisis was hosted by the Globaliza-
tion and Inequality Series as well. See www.bc.edu/gis
for more information.

Freethe Children

The Global Justice Project and UGBC Social Action
hosted Craig Kielburger, founder and chairperson for Free
the Children. Craig is 17 years of age. Craig first became
aspokesperson for children’ srightswhen hewas 12 years
old and read about the murder of ayoung boy from Paki-
stan who was sold into bondage as a carpet weaver and
murdered for speaking out against child labor. Craig gath-
ered agroup of friends and founded the organization (Kids
can) Free the Children which is now the world’s largest
network of children helping children with over 100,000 ac-
tiveyouth in 27 countries around the world. If you are inter-
ested inworking with Freethe Children, please contact Prof.
Jonathan White, Director of Programsand Devel opment.

continued on page 34

33



National Association Of Women In
Catholic Higher Education
(NAWCHE)

The National Association for Women in Catholic Higher
Education was officially founded in 1992 under the lead-
ership of Sharlene Hesse-Biber, during the first biennial
Making Connections V conference. NAWCHE is an or-
ganization made up of faculty, administrators, staff and
students from Catholic colleges and universities around
the country. It objectives are to facilitate support of one
another as women, to create, organize and disseminate
work for justice for women in the academy, and to pro-
vide aforum for membersto speak out on issues relevant
to women in the academy, especially those issues unique
to Catholic institutions.

NAWCHE held itsfifth biennia conference on June 30"
and July 1% of 2000 at Boston College, entitled “Making
ConnectionsV: Women and Women' s Studiesin the New
Millennium — Forging New Models for Leadership and
Socia Changein Catholic Higher Education.” NAWCHE
invited two world-renowned scholarsto speak at the sym-
posium. Dr. PatriciaHill Collinsgaveatalk entitled“ The
Politics of Diversity: Issues and Challenges.” Dr. Mary
E. Hunt gave atalk entitled, “The Heart of the Matter:
Feminist Work in Kyriarchal Institutions.”

The Bois Center for Religion and
American Public Life

Under the direction of Alan Wolfe, thegoal of the Boisi Cen-
ter isto create opportunitieswhere acommunity of scholars,
policy makers, mediaand religious|eadersin the Boston area
and nationally can connect in conversationsand scholarly re-
flection around issues at theintersection of religion and Ameri-
can publiclife. The hopeisthat such conversations can help
to clarify the moral and normative consequences of public
policies in ways that can help us to maintain the common
good, whilerespecting our growing religiousdiversity. Patricia
Chang isAssistant Director of the Boisi Center, working with
Alan Wolfeto help advancethe center’sgoals.

The Boisi Center does not seek to advance any ideological
agenda, whether liberal or conservative. It does not see its
role as advocating "for" religion as against something called
"secularism.” While based in a Jesuit university, it will not
take sidesin competing groups of Catholic theologians, nor
will it defend a specifically Catholic viewpoint against non-
Catholic ones. Our goal isto promote discussion and respect
for conflicting positions.

Thekinds of questionsthat the Boisi Center will addressin-

clude:

¢ How can we encourage theideal s of acommon citizen-
ship while honoring religiousand cultural diversity?

¢ Isthere an inherent conflict between the constitutional
principleof church and state separation,and the constitu-
tional principle supporting the free exercise of religious
expression?

¢ Can the United States continue to protect the rights of
religiousfreedom without creating a
definition of what "religion” is?

¢ Isitpossible, or appropriateto teach moral valuesin pub-
lic schools? What would such instruction look like?

¢ Isitpossibleto create adisciplineto study moral values
that isnon-ideological and non-normative?

¢ What arethemoral, normative, and redistributive effects
of providing government funding for private or quasi-
private schooling?

¢ What moral conseguencesfollow from government poli-
ciesthat encourage consumer spending and debt?

¢ What have beenthe socia consequencesof thelegitima-
tion of gambling in the form of state lotteries and the
increased licensing of casinoson the poor, onloca econo-
mies, and on public programs?

¢ Doesthefunding of charitable organizations sponsored
by religiousinstitutionsviolate the
principle of separation between church and state?

¢ What roleshould religious collegesand universitiesplay
inapluralistic system of higher
education?

Scholar ship in the Univer sity and the Community:

The Boisi Center will pursue its goals through a variety of

outlets, including:

¢ Scholarly conferencesto bring together nationally known
scholars, religiousleaders, and public
figures to reflect upon issues at the intersection of reli-
gious, moral and publiclife.

¢ An on-going program of seminars, courses and public
eventsat Boston College to enhancetheintellectud life
of faculty, students and the community.

¢ A visiting scholars program to stimulate fresh insights
and intellectual diversity intoissuesat the
intersection of religion and publiclife.

¢ Outreachtothemedia.

Faculty and Student Development:

Theprogramsof the Boisi Center will directly draw uponand
engagefaculty and student resourcesat Boston Collegethrough
its program of conferences, seminars, courses and public
events. In addition, the Center sponsors student paper compe-
titionsand directed student and faculty reading groups on top-
icsthat bring scholarly attention to issues at the intersection
of religion and public lifein American society.
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Recent Faculty Publications

Patricia Chang
- “The effects of organizational variation in the employment relationship on gender discrimination in

denominational labor markets’ in Unusual Occupations, Vol. 11, p.213-240, edited by Helen Lopata, JAI
Press.

Charles Derber

The Pursuit of Attention. New Y ork: Oxford, 2000 (new addition, including 2 new chapters.)

Charles Derber, Corporation Nation, New Y ork: St. Martin’s Press (paperback edition with new Intro-
duction by Ralph Nader.)

Eva Garroutte

- Real Indians: Identity and the Survival of Native America. University of California Press. In press.

- “The Positivist Attack On Baconian Science And Religious Knowledge” in The Secular Revolution:
Power, Interests, and Conflict in the Secularization of American Public Life, edited by Christian Smith,
University of CaliforniaPress. In press.

William Gamson

- SMSOC (Simulated Society). 5" Edition. New Y ork: The Free Press, 2000.

- “Collective Identity and the Mass Media,” in Gene Borgida and John L. Sullivan, eds., Minnesota Sympo-
sium on Political Psychology, New Y ork: Cambridge University Press, 2001.

- “Promoting Political Engagement,” in W. Lance Bennett and Robert Entmann. eds., Mediated Palitics.
New Y ork: Cambridge University Press, 2000.

Paul Gray
- The Research Craft, 3rd ed. with John Williamson, David Karp and John Dalphin. In preparation for F.E.
Peacock, publishers.

Jeanne Guillemin’s 1999 book, Anthrax was released in paperback by University of California Pressin
December of 2000.

- “Introduction” to Margaret Mead, Kinship in the Admiralty Islands. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction
Books, 2000.

Ramon Grosfoguel was awarded a contract by University of California Press for a forthcoming book
entitled, Modern Coloniality and Colonial Subjects: Puerto Rico and Puerto Ricansin a Global Com-
parative Perspective.

- with Hector Codero-Guzman, “The Demograpraphic and Socio-Economic Characteristics of Post-1965
Immigrantsto New Y ork City: A Comparative Analysis by National Origin,” International Migration
Vol. 38, No. 4, pp. 41-78.

- with Cloe S. Georas, “’ Coloniality of Power’ and Racial Dynamics. Notes Towards a Reinterpretation of
Latino Caribbeansin New Y ork City,” Identities, No. 7, No. 1, pp. 85-126.

- with Hector Codero-Guzman “Social Capital, Context of Reception and Transnationalism: Recent
Approaches to International Migration,” Diaspora Vol 7, No3, pp. 351-368.

- “Developmentalism, Modernity and dependency Theory in Latin America,” NEPANTLA: Views from the
South (anew journal published by Duke University Press), Vo. 1, No. 2: 347-374.

Sharlene Hesse-Biber,
- with G. Carter, Working Women in American Society: Split Dreams. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.

continued on page 36
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- “Testing Hypotheses on Qualitative Data: the Use of HyperRESEARCH Computer-Assisted Software,”
Social Science Computer Review, Vol. 2000, pp. 320-328.

David Karp

The Burden of Sympathy: How Families Cope with Mental 1llness, New Y ork: Oxford University Press,
2001.

- with J. Clair and W. Yoels, “A Socia Psychology of the Life Cycle: Interdisicplinary social policies,
perceptions, and prospects.,” in J. Clair and R. Allman, eds., The Gerontological Prism, Amitville, NY:
Baywood Publsihing Co, 2000.

- “Preface” for J. Vela-McConnell, Who is My Neighbor? Social Affinity on Everyday Life. Albany: SUNY
Press, 2000.

- “Speaking of Sadness: Taking Anti-depressant Drugs,” in S. Ferguson, ed., Mapping the Social Landscape,
Mountain View: CA: Mayfield, 2000.

- with W. Yodls, “The College Classroom: Some Observations on the Meaning of Student Participation”
reprinted in P. Adler and P. Adlers, eds., Sociological Odyssey, Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2000.

Michael Malec

- “Baseball, Cricket, and Social Change,” in Peter Rutfoff, ed, Jackie Robinson: The Best of Cooperstown
Symposium. Jefferson, NC: McFarland and Co, 2000.

Stephen Pfohl
- “Seven Mirrors of Sade: Sex, Death, Capital and the Language of Monsters’, chapter in Must We Burn
Sade?, edited by Deepak Narang Sawhney, New Y ork: Humanity Books, 2000, pp. 51-78.

- “Images of Deviance,” chapter in Readingsin Deviant Behavior, 2nd ed., edited by Alex Thio and Thomas
C. Cahoun, Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2001, pp. 11-14.

Eve Spangler
- with Sandra Waddock, “Action Learning in Leadership for Change,” In William Torbert and Francine

Sherman, eds., Transforming Social Inquiry, Transferring Social Action. New Y ork: Kluwer Academic
Publications, 2000.

Paul Schervish

- “Wealth and the Commonwesalth: New Findings on the Trends in Wealth and Philanthropy.” John J.
Havens and Paul G. Schervish. In Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 30, no. 1, Mar. 2001, pp. 5-25.

Diane Vaughan

- “Sensational Cases, Flawed Theories,” in Henry N. Pontell and David Schichor.eds, Social Sructure and
Deviance, Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2000.

John Williamson

- “Socia Security Reform, Privatization, and Political Ideology.” The Gerontologist, 41, February 2001, pp.
280-284.

- “Cross-National Differencesin Infant Mortality Decline (1965-1991) among L ess Developed Countries:
Effects of Women's Status, Economic Dependency, and State Strength,” with Ce Shen, Social Indicators
Research, 53 2001, pp. 257-288.

- “Social Security Reform: Implications for Women”, with Sara Rix, Journal of Aging and Socia Policy, 11
4, 2000, pp. 41-68.

- “Age Patterns of Suicide and Homicide Mortality Rates in High Income Nations,” with Fred C. Pampel,
Socia Forces, forthcoming.

- “Welfare State,” with Tay McNamara. In The Macmillan Encyclopedia of Aging, edited by David Ekerdt,
forthcoming.
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- Old Age Security in Comparative Perspective (with Fred Pampel), The Chinese edition of this book (first
published by Oxford University Pressin 1993) will be published this summer by Law Press, Beijing, China.

Presentations:

Eva Garroutte

- “Christianity or Tribal Tradition? Specific Spiritual Expression as Protection against Suicide Attempts
among American Indians.” Paper presented at the American Sociological Association conference, Wash-
ington, August, 2000.

Paul Gray
- Conducted a workshop entitled “L eadership for Change: Corporate Citizenship in Practice’at the annual
meeting of the Center for Corporate Citizenship in San Diego, March, 2001.

Ramodn Grosfoguel

- “Racism and the South-South Divisions within the Caribbean.” Paper presented at Regional Seminar on
Caribbean Migration, organized by the Facultad L atinamericana de Ciencias Sociales and the Organization
of International Migration, Santa Domingo, Dominican Republic, November 2000.

- “Poverty and Global Coloniality.” Paper presented at meetings of American Sociological Association,
Washington, DC, August 2000.

- “Global Colonialism, Global Coloniality: Continuities, and Discontinuities in the Modern/Colonial World-
System.” Presented at Conference on Globalization, Postdevelopment and Environmentalism, Hampshire
College, Massachusetts, June 2000.

“Puerto Rico and Martinque: Modern Colonies and Identification Processes.” Invted lecture, Université
des Antilles-Gyyane, Martinque, May 2000.

Sharlene Hesse-Biber

- “Computers and Qualitative Data Analysis,” Paper presented at meetings of the American Sociological
Association, Washington, DC, August 2000.

- “Quantifying Qualitative Data: the Perils and Promise of CAQDAS.” Co-authored paper presented at the
Fifth International Conference on Logic and Methodology, Cologne, Germany, October 2000.

Lynda Lytle Holmstrom

- “Why Laundry, Not Hegel ? Imagining the Transition to Residential College” co-authored with David Karp
and Paul Gray. Paper presented at the American Sociological Association meeting in Washington, D.C.,
August, 2000.

David Karp

- with Lynda Homstrom, “Why Laundry, not Hegel: Imagining the Transition to Residential College.”
Presentation at Paper presented at meetings of the American Sociological Association, Washington, DC,
August 2000.

- “The Burden of Sympathy.” Presentation at Paper presented at meetings of the American Sociological
Association, Washington, DC, August 2000.

- “On the Burden of Sympathy.” Panel presentation at Stone/Couch Symposium, St. Petersburgh, Florida,
June 2000.

Seymour Leventman

- organized a session at the 30" Annual Conference of the Popular Culture Association in New Orleans, April
2000. He also organized two sessions at the 31 Annual Popular Culture Association Conference in Phila-
delphia, April 2001.
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Michael Malec
- “Cricket, Baseball and Social Change.” Presented at meetings of the Caribbean Studies Association, St. Lucia, June
2000.

Paul Schervish

- “The New Physics of Philanthropy.” Four-session training seminar presented to the LDS Foundation. Provo, Utah,
February, 2001.

- “New Frameworks and Findings in Philanthropy: Recent Research Directions and Their Implications for Fundraising.”
Four session presentation to the Girl Scout 2001 Seminar for Senior Professionals. Edith Macy Conference Center,
Briarcliff Manor, Westchester County, New Y ork, February, 2001.

- “Millionaires and the Millennium.: Material Horizons’ and “Millionaires and the Millennium.: Spiritual Horizons.”
Seminar and lunch presentations to the Middle Tennessee Planned Giving Council and the Association of Fundraising
Professionals, Nashville Chapter. Nashville, March, 2001.

- “Four Horizons of a Golden Age of Philanthropy.” Seminar presented to The Western Michigan Planned Giving
Group. Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids, March 2001.

“Wise as Serpents and Gentle as Doves. The Material and Spiritual Horizons of Philanthropy.” Seminar presented to
Conference on Funding Future Ministry at the Episcopal Church Foundation’s Annual Conference on Planned Giving,
Pasadena, California, March, 2001.

- “The Supply Side and the Supply of Philanthropy.” Presentation for Opening General Session Panel. The
Commonfund Forum of foundation and endowment officers, Orlando, March, 2001.

“The Golden Age of Philanthropy—Estimates of the Forthcoming Wealth Transfer and Its Impact on the Nonprofit
Sector.” Keynote address to Donors Forum of Wisconsin Annual Statewide Conference on Philanthropy, Milwaukee,
April 3, 2001.

Stephen Pfohl

- “Infantile Recurrence in Bataille and Bronte: on the Erotic Ghosts of Modern Capital.” Presented at Georges Bataille
Conference: Community Transgression and Excess, Trent University, Ontario, May, 2000.

- “Lettersin Excess.” Mixed mediatext with slides and video. Presented at Georges Bataille Conference: Community,
Transgression and Excess, Trent University, Ontario, May, 2000.

- “A Sociological Imagination of Overdeveloped Society: C. Wright Mills and Postmodern Power.” Presented at Meet-
ings of the Society for the Study of Social Problems, Washington, DC, August, 2000.

- “Power-Reflexive Strategies in the Teaching of Sociology.” Presented at Meetings of American Sociological Associa-
tion, Washington, DC, August, 2000.

- Discussant in the session on “Life History Writing: Investigating the Space Between Fact and Fiction.” Meetings of
American Society of Criminology, San Francisco, November, 2000.

John Williamson

- “Which Women Retire Early or Late and Why?’ with Regina O’ Grady-L eShane and Tay McNamara. Paper presented
at the annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of Americain Washington, DC in November 2000.

- In January 2001 John Williamson was the organizer and moderator of a session at the annual meeting of the National
Academy of Socia Insurance.

- “Socia Security Reform in the United Kingdom.” Talk as part of the Gerontology Center Colloquium Series, at the
University of Massachusetts, Boston, March 2001.
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Letter from Chair
continued from page 2

Society in the Early Twenty-first Century,” while
critical approaches to the study of socia classin a
global context islikely to be the theme in academic
year 2002-2003.

Inclosing | wish to mention two additional tran-
sitions that have taken place in our department. The
first involves the retirement of Professor Severyn
Bruyn. A brilliant scholar and author of nine books
and a multitude of articles, Severyn's leadership has
been instrumental in the growth and stature of our
graduate program. On behalf of the department it is
my privilege to thank Sev for all that he has con-
tributed to our university and to welcome him to his
new status as Professor Emeritus. Another transi-
tioninvolvesour department staff. Over thelast year,
long-term staff members, Brenda Pepe, Eunice
Doherty, and Roberta Negrin, aswell as Computer

Support Specialist, Lorne Steedley, each left the de-
partment for positions el sewhere. As Department Chair-
person | wish to thank each of theseindividualsfor their
dedication, hard work, and generosity. The presence of
a high quality staff is crucial for the day-to-day opera-
tions of any department and we in the Sociology De-
partment have benefited greatly from having Brenda,
Eunice, Roberta and Lorne as part of our community.
Today we benefit by several excellent new staff mem-
bers—Jessica Bickley, Administrative Secretary, Jess
Geler, Staff Assistant, and Imhotep Al-Mahdi, Com-
puter Support Specialist. None of the activities described
above could have taken place without their labor and
commitment. | thank them all and the department as a
whole for making this such an exciting year to study

sociology at Boston College. 4 Stephen Pfohl
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T he Sociology Department
would like to give a special
“thanks’ to ever yone who con-
tributed to this newsletter in any
way, shape, or form. Symbolic
of the Sociology Department
community at Boston College,
this newletter r epresents the
collabor ation, synthesis, and
sharing of the many thoughts
and ideas that contribute to the
vibrant creativity and scholar -
ship so alivein our department.
M onths of hard wor k have
vielded a nevwsletter much longer
and mor e comprehensive than in
year s past, and out of it our
greatest hopeisthat our scope of
reader swill find it not only in-
formative and engaging but will
also feel more connected to our
department. In addition to our
editorial and support staff, we
would like to thank our reader s
inside and outside the Boston
College commmunity for being a
part of the Sociology Depar t-
ment community and for making
this publication possible. Enjoy!

Jessica Bickley
M anaging Editor

39







