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Education 
 
 Ph. D.   Columbia University   1972 
 
 M.A.     Harvard University   1967 
 
 B.A.     College of the City of New York   1966 
 
 
Teaching Experience 
 
 Associate Professor of History, Boston College, 
  1978—present 
 
 Assistant Professor of History, Boston College, 
  1974-1978 
 

Acting Assistant Professor of History, University of         
California, Berkeley, 1972-1974 

 
 

Publications 
 
 "'A strong argument for juries': The Saga of Willett 

v. Herrick," in James O'Toole and David Quigley, eds., 
Essays in Honor of Thomas H. O'Connor (Boston: 
Northeastern University Press, 2004) 

 
Trustee for a City: Ralph Lowell of Boston.  Boston:  

Northeastern University Press, 1998.
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“Hub and Spokes:  Development Policy in Metropolitan 
Boston,” in Metropolitan Governance Revisited, 
eds. Donald Rothblatt and Andrew Sancton.  
Berkeley:  Institute of Governmental Studies, 
University of California, 1998. 

 
Editor, The War on Poverty, 1964-1968   Part II:  

President’s National Advisory Commission on Rural 
Poverty.  Bethesda, Md.:  University Publications     
of America, 1994.  12 reels of microfilm with 
printed guide. 

 
“The Governance of the Boston Metropolitan Region,” in 

Metropolitanism and North American Federalism, 
eds. Donald Rothblatt and Andrew Sancton.  
Berkeley:  Institute of Governmental Studies, 
University of California, 1993. 

 
“Boston:  Back to the Politics of the Future,” in 

Snowbelt Cities:  Metropolitan Politics in the 
Northeast and Midwest Since World War II, ed. 
Richard M. Bernard.  Bloomington:  Indiana 
University Press, 1990. 

 
“Elevating or Ignoring the Underclass,” in American 

Choices:  Social Dilemmas and Public Policy Since 
1960, eds. Robert H. Bremner, Gary W. Reichard, and 
Richard J. Hopkins. Columbus:  Ohio State 
University Press, 1986. 

 
Editor, The War on Poverty, 1964-1968   Part I:  White 

House Central Files.  Frederick, Md.:  University 
Publications of America, 1986.  16 reels of 
microfilm with printed guide. 

 
“Rexford G. Tugwell and the Frustration of Planning in 

New York City,”  Journal of The American Planning 
Association, 51 (Spring 1985), 151-160. 

    
“Cities, Suburbs, and Government Policy,” in Reshaping 

America:  Society and Institutions, 1945-1960, eds. 
Robert H. Bremner and Gary W. Reichard.   Columbus:  
Ohio State University Press, 1982. 
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“The War on Poverty,” in Exploring the Johnson Years, 
ed. Robert A. Divine.  Austin: University of Texas 
Press, 1981. 

 
“How the Cities Arrived on the National Agenda in the 

United States,” in Financing Urban Government in the 
Welfare State, ed. Douglas A. Ashford.  London:  
Croom, Helm, 1980. 

 
A Nation of Cities:  The Federal Government and Urban 

America, 1933-1965.  New York:  Oxford University 
Press, 1975. 

 
Chapters on Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, and 
Lyndon B. Johnson, in Responses of the Presidents to 
Charges of Misconduct, ed. C. Vann Woodward.   New 
York:  Delacourt Press, 1974. 

 
 

Miscellaneous publications 
 

Entries on Clifford Case, Ralph Lowell, and John W. 
McCormack, in American National Biography.  New York:  
Oxford University Press, 1999. 

 
Entries on “Also-Rans,” “Campaign Pledges,” and 
“Campaign Slogans,” in Encyclopedia of the American 
Presidency.  New York:  Simon & Schuster, 1994. 

 
Entry on Meyer London, in Encyclopedia of the American 
Left.  New York:  Garland Publishing, 1990. 

 
Book Review:  Sam Bass Warner, Jr., The Way We Really 
Live: Social Change in Metropolitan Boston Since 1920 
(Boston: Boston Public Library, 1977), in Journal of 
American History, 65 (March 1979), 1175-1176. 

 
Book Review:  Jon C. Teaford, City and Suburb:  The 
Political Fragmentation of Metropolitan America, 
1850-1970 (Baltimore:  Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 1979), in American Historical Review, 85 
(April 1980), 470-471. 

 
Book Review:  Murray B. Levin and T.A. Repak, Edward 
Kennedy:   The Myth of Leadership (Boston:  Houghton 
Mifflin, 1980), in Congressional Studies,  8 (No. 2), 
114-116. 
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Book Review:  Charles W. Johnson and Charles O. 
Jackson, City Behind a Fence:  Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 
1942-1946 (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 
1981), in Journal of American History, 68 (March 
1982), 984. 

 
Book Review:  John H. Mollenkopf, The Contested City 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1983), in 
American Historical Review, 89 (October 1984), 1175-
1176. 

 
Book Review:  Fifty Years Later:  The New Deal 
Evaluated, ed. Harvard Sitkoff. (Philadelphia:  
Temple University Press, 1985), in Journal of 
Southern History, 52 (February 1986), 131-132. 

 
Book Review:  Matthew Edel, Elliott D. Sclar, and 
Daniel Luria, Shaky Palaces:  Homeownership and 
Social Mobility in Boston’s Suburbanization (New 
York:  Columbia University Press, 1984), in The 
Annals of the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science, 484 (March 1986), 176-177. 

 
Book Review:  Gerald D. Nash, The American West 
Transformed:  The Impact of the Second World War  
(Bloomington:  Indiana University Press, 1985), in  
American Historical Review, 91 (June 1986), 759-760. 

 
Book Review:  Daniel J. Elazar, et al., Cities of the 
Prairie Revisited:  The Closing of the Metropolitan 
Frontier (Lincoln:  University of Nebraska Press, 
1986), in Western Historical Quarterly, XVIII (July 
1987), 352. 

 
Book Review:  Marc A. Weiss, The Rise of the Community 
Builders:  The American Real Estate Industry and 
Urban Land Planning (New York:  Columbia University 
Press, 1987), in Business History Review, 62 (Summer 
1988), 346-347. 

 
Book Review:  Paul R. Baker, Stanny:  The Gilded  Life 
of Stanford White (New York: The Free Press, 1989), 
in Business History Review, 64 (Autumn 1990), 535-
536. 
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Book Review:  Jon C. Teaford, The Rough Road to 
Renaissance:  Urban Revitalization in America, 1940-
1985 (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 
1990), in American Historical Review, 97 (February 
1992), 308-309. 

 
Book Review:  Michal R. Belknap, To Improve the 
Administration of Justice:  A History of the American 
Judicature Society (Chicago:  the Society, 1992), in 
American Journal of Legal History, XXXVII (October 
1993), 517-518. 

 
Conferences 
 

Commentator:  Panel:  “The City and the Federal 
Government, 1920-1945,” Organization of  

  American Historians, Annual Meeting, April  1977. 
 

Paper:   “Historical Perspectives on Carter’s Urban 
Policy:  The View from the New Deal Era,”  
Organization of American Historians, Annual Meeting, 
April 1980. 

 
Commentator: Panel:  “Planning in the Twentieth 
Century:  A Retrospective View,”  American Planning 
Association, Annual Conference, April   1981. 

 
Paper:  “The 18-Year-Old Vote and the Decline of the 
Youth Movement,” American Historical Association, 
Annual Meeting, December 1981. 

 
Commentator:  Panel:  “Cities in Economic Crisis: Two 
Case Studies,” Organization of American Historians, 
Annual Meeting, April 1983. 

 
Chair and Commentator:  Panel: "Natural Disasters and 
Community Responses," New England Historical 
Association, Fall Meeting, October 1998. 
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Professional activities 
 

Organization of American Historians, 1965— 
 
 Urban Affairs Quarterly, Associate Editor, 1986-1988 
 

Refereed articles for American Historical Review, 
Journal of American History, Journal of Policy 
History, Journal of Southern History, Journal of 
Urban History 

 
Evaluated grant proposals for the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, Division of Research Programs; 
National Endowment for the Humanities, Division of 
Public Programs  
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