
boston college advanced study grants are awarded each year to freshmen

and sophomores for research and “skill acquisition” projects designed

and executed by the students.  these projects, carried out during the sum-

mer, promise to accelerate dramatically the student’s progress in his or

her major field of study.  in every case, the project builds upon the stu-

dent’s past academic accomplishments and lays the foundation for

things that the student has in mind for the future, such as study abroad

or a potential senior project.  the most successful projects are often the

most imaginative, unusual, and yet feasible.  the grants are funded by the

university fellowships committee, typically in the range of $500 to $2000,

and roughly one out of every four nominated applicants has been

awarded a grant.

summer undergraduate research: 
2006 Advanced Study Grants



advanced study grant winners 2006
maryclaire abowd

The National Book Program in Egypt

To support language fluency and research on educational out-reach 

programs in Cairo.

Faculty advisor:  Kelly Brotzman, Philosophy Department

jeffrey aser

Patriot Guard Riders:  The Power of Grassroots Movements

To support interview research on the origins of a grassroots 

organization.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Jennie Purnell, Political Science Department

paul astuto

Following my Heart to Heidelberg

To support intensive German language study at Heidelberg University.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Devin Pendas, History Department

natalia bauer

The Anglo-American Pompeii Project:  A Hands-on Åpproach to Classics  

To support participation in an archeological dig in Italy.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Charles Ahern, Classics Department

paul casinelli

The Politics of Fear: A Comparison of McCarthyism and Post-9/11

American Politics

To support archival research at the Library of Congress.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Jennie Purnell, Political Science Department

kevin conroy

Across the Irish Sea to Wales

To support intensive language study of Welsh and its literature.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Michael J. Connelly, Slavic and Eastern Languages

Department 

lindsay daum

Dali, Lacan, and Freud

To support archival and museum research into interpretations of 

paranoia and its implications for the Surrealist movement and 

psychoanalysis.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Vanessa Rumble, Philosophy Department

michael dichio

An Approach to Federalism:  President John F. Kennedy’s New Frontier

Policy

To support an archival internship and research at the Kennedy

Presidential Library.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Marc Landy, Political Science Department

samuel dolinger

Excavating in French at Argilos

To support participation in a French-Canadian archeologial dig in

Greece.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Gail Hoffman, Classics Department

colin doyle

Priaten Weekend Businessmen: American Influence in Bulgaria

To support intensive language study and documentary filming in

Bulgaria.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Pamela Berger, Fine Arts Department

matthew erickson

The Role of Germany in Modern Europe

To support intensive language study and courses on German history.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Paul Breines, History Department



melanie firth

The Life and Cultre of the Delegates of the Second Continental Congress

To support archival research into the Philadelphia of 1775.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Lynn Lyerly, History Department

dillon gardner

Fusion and Plasma

To support research into fusion as a renewable energy source, at the

Culham Science Center, Oxford. 

Faculty advisor:  Paul Haines, Physics Department

matthew hamilton

The Voices of Migrant Workers

To support language study through serving and filming the migrant

worker community of Wachapreague, Virginia.

Faculty advisor:  Lect. Sheila McIntosh, Romance Languages Department

michelle hubele

A Pilgrim’s Way

To support interview research with pilgrims walking to Santiago de

Compostela, Spain.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Catherine Cornille, Theology Department

karen kaufmann

National Guilt or Communal Reconciliation? Remembering the

Holocaust through Germany’s Eyes

To support museum and archival research in Berlin.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Elizabeth Chadwick, A&S Honors Program

nathan keegan

The Icelandic Sagas

To support research into the influence of Icelandic sagas on Western 

literature.

Faculty advisor:  Sheila McIntosh, Romance Languages Department

robert kubala

Nam af islensku: Linguistics and Culture in Iceland

To support intensive language and linguistics study at the Nordal

Institute in Reykjavik.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Arthur Madigan, Philosophy Department 

corrine madigan

Volunteering with The Nyumbani Organization in Kenya

To support interview research and documentary filming at a Jesuit or-

phanage.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Jennie Purnell, Political Science Department

ronald mendoza-de jesus

The Names-of-the-Father: Lacanian Psychoanalysis and Politics

To support library research on original texts in Buenos Aires.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Vaness Rumble, Philosophy Department

jeffrey nagengast

Language and Identity in Bulgaria and Macedonia

To support comparative study of two Balkan languages.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Mariela Dakova, Slavic and Eastern Languages Department

m.emily neumeier

The Treasures and Tribulations of Islam in London

To support an internship with the Islamic art department of the British

Museum.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Sheila Blair, Fine Arts Department

maureen o’dea

A Remembered Past: How the People of Scranton Remember the Coal

Mining Industray

To support archival and interview research into the history of a

Pennsylvania mining town.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Lynn Lyerly, History Department



alexandra o’donahue

AIDS in Mozambique:  Voicing the Suppressed Lives of Women and

Children

To support language study, service, and interview research in the Boane

District.

Faculty advisor:  David McMenamin,  PULSE Program

caitlin peterson

The Vital Juncture: The Intersection of Sexuality and Race

To support intensive language study and research on the factors of race

and gender in healthcare in Brazil.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Zachary Morgan, History Department

dimitri phillips

Connecting Wires: A Multifaceted Study of Logical Operators:

To support  intensive study of analog and digital circuit design for log-

icl operators.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Sheila Blair, Fine Arts Department

kayleigh pleas

The Influence of Team Sports on Young Girls’ Self-Esteem

To support research on differences in self-esteem and self-concept of

young girls who participate in team sports vs. individual sports.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Susan Michalczyk, A&S Honors Program

matthew porter

The Theatre of Politics: A Documentary

To support a documentary film on the organization of a protest 

demonstration in Washington, DC.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Jennie Purnell, Political Science Department

kathleen sellers

Education in Rwanda: Pre- and Post-Genocide

To support research into the restoration of education in Rwanda.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Paul Gray, Sociology Department

margaret sullivan

The Influence of Russian Language on Life and Develoment in Kyrgyzstan

To support  intensive study of language and culture in Bishkek.

Faculty advisor: Prof. Cynthia Simmons, Slavic and Eastern Languages

Department

jennifer taylor

Culturally Effective Health Education in Liberia

To support service and research into healthcare practices in Monrovia.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. Catherine Read, School of Nursing

kyle trainor

“Streets with Voices”

To support a documentary film on Boston’s North End.

Faculty advisor:  Prof. John Michalczyk, Fine Arts Department


