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Houston Fellowship Winner Plans Study In Britain

By Stephen Gawlik
Staff Writer

A Grenadanativewith aninteresin 1&h-century Britishiteratureandwho neverimaginedshewouldone day
garnerawardgor her swordsmanshijs the winnerof the 2002 Amand¥&. HoustonFellowship.

Englishmajor SonjaiMcBain'03was
presentedvith theaward by
Academid/icePresident an@ean
of FacultieslohnJ.Neuhauseat a
ceremonyApril 24 inthe Thompson
Roomof BurnsLibrary.

Namedin honorof BostonCollege's
first BlackStudiesrogramdirector,
the HoustonFellowships awarded
annuallyto prepareaBC
undergraduat®r leadershippy
enrichingheireducational
developmenthroughtravetstudy
experiences.

McBainwill departnextmonthfor
the UnitedKingdom,whereshewill
spendpartof the summeiin the
University'sAdvancedstudiesn
Englandprogram examiniripe work
andlife of JaneAusten anather
18th-century Britistwriters.McBain
sayssheis especiallinterestedn studying AfreAngloliterarycultureof the sameime period.

Sonjah McBain '03 receives the 2002 Amanda Houston Fellowship
Award from Academic Vice President and Dean of Faculties John
J. Neuhauser. Photo by LeePellegrini

"l thinkit's veryimportantto study thingérom severgbointsof viewandtherewerea diversity ofwritersin
Britainduringthe 1&h century,'said McBain.

The oldest ofseverchildren McBainwas borrin the Westindianislandnationof Grenada, moving wither
family toBrooklynin 1987.This summershehopes tanake contactsithinthe UK's Westindianand
Caribbeartommunities.

Whilein EnglandMcBainalsohopes tdeable tokeepup withwhat hadecomeéher secondary pursuat
BostonCollegefencing.McBaincameto BostonCollegehreeyears withno fencingexperience artdok up
the sportat afriend'surging.

"l didn'tplay anysports irhigh schoolso itwas aig adjustmerto learnto bea memberof ateamandto
make practicandwork-outspartof my dailyschedule,5aid McBainyhowon medals idencingcompetitions
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thisyear.
"l neverimaginedt wouldbesomethind'd beinterestedn."

FollowinggraduatiomextyearMcBainplansto return toBrooklynto teachbeforepursuing graduagtudiesn
EnglishLiterature.

"l hopeto beable tateachfor ayearbeforeheadingo graduateschool,"shesaid."It's veryimportantto give
backto the community."
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