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conviction that the Council in adopting the rhetorical style of discourse of the Fathers of the
Church unwittingly adopted the great themes and issues present in the Humanistic tradition
from its inception, themes and issues that were baptized by the Humanists of the
Renaissance--social commitment, human dignity, freedom of conscience, respectful dialogue.
Like some other scholars, I have gone so far as to describe Vatican II "an Erasmian council,"
for it was Erasmus who gave particularly powerful voice to these ideals in the Renaissance.29
Second, what the Council helped the Jesuits to do was to discover and affirm in their
own spiritual tradition fundamental themes along the same line that had lain dormant or
that had for a long time lacked clear articulation. Fortunately, scholarship on Jesuit sources
like the Spiritual Exercises and the Constitutions was already at the time of the Council
producing results consonant with what the Council expounded. I refer to such things as the
discovery of the centrality of discernment in the process of the Exercises and of spiritual
freedom as the goal toward which discernment is geared, and I refer to the vision, in the final
exercise in the book, of the world as suffused with grace and charged with the grandeur of
God. I refer in the Constitutions to the basic harmony between nature and grace that runs as
a leitmotif through them, a far cry from Augustinian or Jansenist views that the world is
corrupt and human nature depraved--and all human actions little more than disguised plays

for power.

Conclusion

In sum, what I have been trying to say is that in answering our question about how
humanistic the Jesuit tradition in education is, we, while making use of normative
documents like the Ratio, must move back from them to try to see what the actual practice
was. We must move back even from that point to examine the specific context in which that
tradition was located, whether in university or secondary school. We must examine, as well,
the national context. And we must move still further back to locate the tradition in the even
broader traditions of the Jesuit order and, of course, in the mood and ethos of Catholicism at

any given period of history.
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You are all acutely aware of another context that is profoundly affecting our subject
today. I refer to postmodernism, postcolonialism, multiculturalism, and the revolution in
education being affected by the electronic media, all of which challenge premises upon which
the traditional studia humanitatis rested. These contemporary realities are pervasively and
aggressively present in higher education, affecting every aspect of our enterprise. The cultural
wars are no less vicious for being fought on such small turf.30

"How humanistic is the Jesuit tradition--from 1599 to now?" That is the question before
us. I think we can answer it by saying the tradition has been deeply and consistently
humanistic on two levels. First, on the level of belief in both the practical and the more
broadly humanizing potential of the humanities, and, secondly, on the level of concern for
the yearnings of the human heart arising from Ignatian spirituality--the two levels that
Professor Fumaroli designated as rbetorica humana and rhetorica divina in the Jesuit
tradition.31 In an ideal world these two "rhetorics" should have impact on every aspect and
every discipline of the educational enterprise.

The Jesuit Humanistic tradition has been filled, I believe, with much light but also with
many shadows. It has always for better or worse been much affected by larger contexts in
which it has found expression, and thus it is not a uniform or easily defined tradition. It was
Humanistic, but it also had a deep concern for science. Despite these problems and
complications, I venture that it still provides us with a helpful legacy with which to address
the new and radical issues that face the humanities today in Jesuit colleges and universities.
The tradition will not make our decisions for us, but it provides, I think, a privileged vantage

point from which we can do so.
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