
Cosmophilia: Islamic Art from the David Collection,
Copenhagen

Cosmophilia (literally “love of ornament”) presents 123 of the finest objects from
the C. L. David Collection in Copenhagen, Denmark, one of the world’s foremost
collections of art from the Islamic lands. “Islamic art” is a somewhat misleading
term coined by Orientalists, for it refers not only to the arts made for the faith of
Islam, but also to all arts created in lands where Islam was the principal religion.
Ornament is one of its most characteristic features, as can be seen from all the
works in this exhibition, which represent vast spans of time (seventh to nineteenth
centuries), space (Western Europe to East Asia), and media (textiles; ceramics;
metal wares; carved ivory, wood, rock-crystal, and stone; parchment; and paper).
Most exhibitions of Islamic art are organized according to the region, period, or
medium in which the works were produced. This is one of the first to be organized
visually, emphasizing the formal and aesthetic qualities of works of art that are
sometimes overlooked in a quest to place them in appropriate historical and cul-
tural contexts. The exhibition aims to show that art can not only illustrate history,
but also tell many different tales. Works of art in each of the five sections—Figures,
Writing, Geometry, Vegetation and the Arabesque, and Hybrids—cut across space,
time, and technique to reveal how artisans in the Islamic lands explored and
delighted in using five major themes of decoration.

Curated by Sheila S. Blair and Jonathan M. Bloom, Cosmophilia was organized 
by the McMullen Museum of Art, Boston College, in collaboration with the David
Collection, Copenhagen. Major support has been provided by the Calderwood
Charitable Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the Patrons 
of the McMullen Museum. This exhibition is supported by an indemnity from
the Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities. The exhibition is dedicated 
to Norma Jean and the late Stanford Calderwood, who did so much to foster the
study of Islamic art at Boston College. 

A fully illustrated catalog accompanies the exhibition. The exhibition’s public
opening celebration takes place Tuesday, September 12 at 7:00 p.m. Visit www.bc.edu/artmuseum for more information
about Cosmophilia and the Boston College McMullen Museum of Art.

September 1 – December 31, 2006
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An Unknown Future: The Body, Biotechnology and 
Human Nature
This fall, the Theatre Department and the Winston Center for Leadership and Ethics are collaborating to offer a series 
of programs to examine and debate the bio-ethical issues brought forth in this fall’s production of An Experiment with an
Air Pump. The suite of programs, entitled An Unknown Future: The Body, Biotechnology and Human Nature, will offer a
range of events featuring leading thinkers in the field of bio-ethics with offerings geared towards students, the Boston
College community, the general public, and biotech professionals. This new Boston College venture encourages learning
and scholarly dialogue through a multifaceted approach that includes classroom study, arts events, invited lectures and
informal conversation.  

The centerpiece of the programming, An Experiment with an Air Pump, will be performed October 13th, 14th and 15th 
at the Robsham Theater Arts Center. Two parallel story lines from 1799 and 1999 focus on medical research and the ethi-

cal questions raised by scientists in pursuit of the research material
they need. These issues are interwoven with subplots of love, feminism
and mystery. The production will be pivotal in encouraging further dia-
logue and expanding the experience of the theatrical performance as a
pedagogical tool. 

Related programming corresponding with the performance will continue
to expand the dialogue throughout the semester. Invited scholars in
medical research and ethics will facilitate a panel discussion of current
issues and include a subsequent question and answer session for the
general public. A film screening featuring past and current views on
related medical ethics will expand upon themes in the production.
Selected classes will integrate the study of the play and its themes
prior to the production, culminating in a discussion and viewing of the
show. This unique academic collaboration will create a new multidisci-

plinary dialogue bringing together scholars, artists, faculty, students and concerned individuals from all corners of the
academic community. 

For information about the Theatre Department’s production of An Experiment with an Air Pump, see the listing inside the
calendar on October 13. You can also visit http://www.bc.edu/offices/robsham for ticket details. For information on the
“An Unknown Future” programming related to the production, visit www.bc.edu/leadership or call 617-552-9296.

“The Making of WTC View: A Career in Independent Film”
With Brian Sloan ’88

The night before 9/11, a young man placed an ad in a news-
paper looking for a roommate for his SoHo apartment – he
emphasized its “World Trade Center View” as an attractive
feature. By the next night, everything had changed. In WTC
View: A Story of New York After 9/11, independent filmmaker
Brian Sloan ’88 tells this man’s story through the eyes of
the various people who come to look at his apartment in
the aftermath of 9/11.

Sloan, who was an English major at Boston College, origi-
nally produced WTC View as a play, and the film features
the original cast. The LA Weekly said, “Sloan and a superb
cast deserve praise for tackling such profound sorrows,” 

Continued on next page  

Experiment with the Air-Pump, by Joseph Wright in 1768,
from the Tate Gallery in London.

Michael Urie makes his feature film debut in Brian Sloan’s WTC View,
a story of life in Lower Manhattan after 9/11.

Velvet with standing woman, 17th century,
India or Iran, silk and metal lamella spun
around silk, 143 x 69 cm. David Collection,
Copenhagen, 37/1995 

Thursday, September 14, 2006
Film screening at 5 p.m., and Master Class: Alumni in Residence at 7:30 p.m. WTC View, continued from previous page

and Philadelphia Gay News called the film, “funny, sad, and ultimately quite touching.” Sloan’s films include Boys Life
(1994) and I Think I Do (1998); he is the author of A Really Nice Prom Mess and Tale of Two Summers (Simon & Schuster,
2005 and 2006); and he is currently working on a comedy starring Carson Kressley.

At Boston College on September 14th, Sloan will show his film and discuss it in a Master Class following the screening,
in a conversation moderated by filmmaker and chair of the Fine Arts department, John Michalczyk. “Master Class: Alumni
in Residence” is a guest lecture series sponsored by Boston College Magazine. This event is cosponsored by Boston
College’s Arts Council, Fine Arts Department, Film Studies Program, and English Department. 

Both events are free and open to the public but seating is limited. Copies of the DVD and Sloan’s books will be available
for purchase and signing. For information, call 617-552-4820. Visit www.wtcview.com for more information on the film.

boston college arts council • 434 devlin hall • 617–552–4935 • arts@bc.edu www.bc.edu/arts 



20 Friday
BC bOp! at Carney’s Dining Hall, McElroy
Commons. Special appearance by the BC

Swing Kids. 9:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-3018.

22 Sunday
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Bastien and
Bastienne. Barbara S. Gawlick, Director.

Performed in English by students of the Dalcroze 
School for Music and Movement. Gasson Hall, 
Room 100. 3:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-6004.

27 Friday
University Wind Ensemble. Sebastian Bonaiuto,
Director. “An Evening of Chamber Music.” Saint

Ignatius Church. 8:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-3018.

November
1 Wednesday

Music in the Afternoon. Michelle Abadia ’92, 
soprano; Catherine Grein, piano. Songs by Mozart,

Duparc, Schubert and Cole Porter. Gasson Hall, Room
100. 4:15 p.m. Information: 617-552-6004.

2 Thursday
Adolf Loos, Alois Reigl, and the Debate on
Ornament in Fin-de-Siècle Vienna. Lecture 

by Claude Cernuschi, Professor of Art History, Boston
College. Devlin Hall, Room 101. 7:00 p.m. Information:
617-552-8100.

3 Friday
Gaelic Roots Music, Song, Dance Workshop
and Lecture Series. Dance: The Boston Urban

Ceilidh with Laura Cortese and friends. Gasson Hall,
Room 100. 7:30 p.m. Admission charge TBA. Information: 
617-552-0490.

University Chorale of Boston College. John Finney,
Director. Mozart’s Requiem. Trinity Chapel, Newton

Campus. 8:00 p.m. 617-552-2306.

4 Saturday
BC bOp! Latin Jazz at BC. Cabaret Room, Vanderslice
Hall. 7:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-3018.

7 Tuesday
Gaelic Roots Music, Song, Dance Workshop and
Lecture Series. Concert: Old New England Contra

Dance Music. Jane McBride Orzechowski,fiddle; Deanna
Stiles, flute and fiddle; Bob McQuillen, piano.Connolly
House. 7:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-0490.

Symphonic Band of Boston College. David Healey,
Director. Gasson Hall, Room 100. 8:00 p.m.

Information: 617-552-3018.

8 Wednesday 
Lowell Humanities Series. Reshaping the Canon: 
The Norton Anthology of English Literature and the

Emotion of Multitude. Lecture by Stephen Greenblatt.
Gasson Hall, Room 100. 7:30 p.m. Information: 
617-552-3705.

10 Friday 
Boston College Symphony Orchestra. John Finney,
Director. Program to include Schumann’s Piano

Concerto. Sandra Hebert, piano. Gasson Hall, Room 100.
8:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-6004.

14 Tuesday
Hawthorne String Quartet, Boston College Artists-
in-Residence. Quartets by Haydn, Lee and Dvorak.

Gasson Hall, Room 100. 8:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-
6004.

16 Thursday
Islamic Architecture: The Triumph of Color.
Lecture by Bernard O’Kane, Professor of Islamic

Art and Architecture, American University in Cairo. Devlin
Hall, Room 101. 7:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-8100.

27 Wednesday
Gaelic Roots Music, Song, Dance Workshop and
Lecture Series. Concert: Shannon and Matt Heaton,

Irish flute and guitar. Connolly House. 7:00 p.m.
Information: 617-552-0490.

BC bOp! at Corcoran Commons, Lower Dining
Hall. 5:30 p.m. Information: 617-552-3018.

28 Thursday
Collecting and Exhibiting the Middle East in 
a Post-9/11 World. Lecture by Linda Komaroff,

Curator of Islamic Art and Department Head, Ancient and
Islamic Art, Los Angeles County Museum of Art. Devlin
Hall, Room 101. 7:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-8100.

October
4 Wednesday

HYPERPRISM. Margaret McAllister, Director.
Works by Antoniou, Hair, Schnittke, and Schuller.

Krista Reisner, violin; Scott Woolweaver, viola; Sandra
Hebert, piano. Gasson Hall, Room 100. 8:00 p.m.
Information: 617-552-6004.   

5 Thursday
Paradise Now(2005). Film directed by 
Hany Abu-Assad. Devlin Hall, Room 026.

7:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-8100.

8 Sunday
Music at St. Mary’s. Claudio Astronio, organ 
and harpsichord. St. Mary’s Chapel. 3:00 p.m.

Information: 617-552-6004.

11 Wednesday
Gaelic Roots Music, Song, Dance Workshop 
and Lecture Series. Irish Dance and Ceilí,

with Meghan Allen, TCRG; music by Larry Reynolds
and friends. Gasson Hall, Room 100. 6:30 p.m.
Information: 617-552-0490.

13–15 Friday–Sunday
An Experiment with an Air Pump,by Shelagh
Stephenson. Directed by Patricia Riggin. (See 

article on previous page.) Robsham Theater Arts 
Center, Main Stage. 10/13–10/14 at 8:00 p.m.;
10/14–10/15 at 2:00 p.m. Admission: $15, BC stu-
dents/staff, seniors $10. Information: 617-552-4002.

14 Saturday
Variations, Metamorphoses, and Paraphrases.
University Wind Ensemble. Sebastian Bonaiuto,

Director. Works by Beethoven, Hindemith, Chance and
Ives. Gasson Hall, Room 100. 8:00 p.m. Information:
617-552-3018.  

16 Monday
Music in the Afternoon. Johannes Brahms, 
Quintet for Clarinet and Strings,Op. 115. Richard

Shaughnessy, clarinet; David Siegel, violin; Anne Squire,
violin; Frank Grimes, viola; Nancy Hair, cello. Gasson
Hall, Room 100. 4:15 p.m. Information: 617-552-6004.

17 Tuesday
Heroes and Saints in Islamic Art and Literature.
Lecture by John Renard, Professor of Theolo-

gy, St. Louis University. Devlin Hall, Room 101. 7:00
p.m. Information: 617-552-8100.

Gaelic Roots Music, Song, Dance Workshop and
Lecture Series. Concert: Laura Risk, Scottish fiddle

with Paddy League, guitar and bodhran. Connolly
House. 7:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-0490.

18 Wednesday
Writers Among Us. Paul Lewis, Professor of
English at Boston College, discusses his book

Cracking Up: American Humor in a Time of Conflict.
Devlin Hall, Room 101. 7:30 p.m. Information: 
617-552-4576.

19 Thursday
Journey to the Sun(1999). Film directed by
Yesim Ustaoglu. Devlin Hall, Room 026.

7:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-8100.

Jazz Standards Vol. I. TOL Quartet. Gasson Hall,
Room 100. 8:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-6004.

for additional programs & 
schedule changes:

www.bc.edu/arts
e-mail: arts@bc.edu

parking at boston college:
please note that the university’s parking policies 

have changed. visit www.bc.edu/artscalendar for details.
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16–19 Thursday–Sunday
Macbeth,by William Shakespeare. Directed 
by Stewart J. Hecht. Robsham Theater Arts

Center, Main Stage. 11/16–11/18 at 7:30 p.m., 11/19 
at 2:00 p.m. Admission: $15, BC students/staff,
seniors $10. Information: 617-552-4002.

Gaelic Roots Music, Song, Dance Workshop 
and Lecture Series. Concert: Randal Bays, 

fiddle and guitar; James Keane, accordion; Daithi
Sproule, guitar. Connolly House. 7:00 p.m.
Information: 617-552-0490.

17 Friday
The British Are Coming!University Wind
Ensemble. Sebastian Bonaiuto, Director.

Featuring the suites of Holst and Vaughn-
Williams,as well as works by Grainger and Arnold.
Gasson Hall, Room 100. 8:00 p.m. Information: 
617-552-3018.

19 Sunday
Boston College Flute Choir. Judy Grant, Director.
Gasson Hall, Room 100. 3:00 p.m. Information:

617-552-6004.

28 Tuesday
Music in the Afternoon. Boston College Chamber
Music Society. Sandra Hebert, Director. Gasson

Hall, Room 100. 4:15 p.m. Information: 617-552-6004.

30 Thursday
Music at St. Mary’s. Baroque Mission Vespers.
St. Mary’s Chapel. 8:00 p.m. Information: 

617-552-6004.

December
1–3 Friday–Sunday

University Chorale of Boston College and 
Boston College Symphony Orchestra. John

Finney, Director. Annual Christmas Concerts. Trinity
Chapel, Newton Campus. 12/1–12/2 at 8:00 p.m.;
12/3 at 2:00 p.m. Admission: $10, $5 with BC ID.
Information: 617-552-2306.

5 Tuesday
Gaelic Roots Music, Song, Dance Workshop and
Lecture Series. Concert: Laurel Martin, fiddle; 

Beth Sweeney, piano. Connolly House. 7:00 p.m.
Information: 617-552-0490.

Music at St. Mary’s. Christmas Concert with 
members of the University Chorale of Boston

College. John Finney, Director. St. Mary’s Chapel. 
4:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-2306.  

7 Thursday
Boston College Chamber Music Society. Sandra
Hebert, Director. Gasson Hall, Room 100. 7:30

p.m. Information: 617-552-6004.  

8–10 Friday–Sunday
A Dancer’s Christmas. Rev. Robert VerEcke,
Artistic Director. Boston Liturgical Dance

Ensemble. Robsham Theater Arts Center, Main Stage.
12/8–12/9 at 7:30 p.m.; 12/10 at 3 p.m. Admission: 
$30, $20 with BC ID and for seniors. Information: 
617-552-4002.

9 Saturday
Christmas at Trinity. University Wind Ensemble
and the Symphonic Band of Boston College.

Sebastian Bonaiuto and David Healey, Directors,
respectively. Trinity Chapel, Newton Campus. 8:00
p.m. Information: 617-552-3018.

15–17 Friday–Monday
A Dancer’s Christmas. Rev. Robert VerEcke,
Artistic Director. Boston Liturgical Dance

Ensemble. Robsham Theater Arts Center, Main Stage.
12/15–12/16 at 7:30 p.m.; 12/17–12/18 at 3 p.m.
Admission: $30, $20 with BC ID and for seniors.
Information: 617-552-4002.

M
D

E

E

L

M

M

M

T

M

M

M

L

M

M

L

MD

M

D

M

M

M

M

M

M

M

T

DT

Exhibitions
McMullen Museum of Art 
at Boston College
Museumhours:M–F11:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m., SA–SU
12:00–5:00 p.m. Museum is closed: September 4,
October 10, November 23–24, and December 24–26.
Information: 617-552-8100.

COSMOPHILIA: ISLAMIC ART FROM THE

DAVID COLLECTION, COPENHAGEN
September 1 – December 31, 2006
This exhibition presents one of the foremost collections
of art from Islamic lands and aims to show that art can
not only illustrate history, but also tell many different tales.

Bapst Student Art Gallery
Gallery Hours: M–Th 10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m., F–SA
10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., SU 1:00 p.m.–6:00 p.m.
Information: 617-552-3200.

STUDENT EXHIBITION TO BE ANNOUNCED

IN SEPTEMBER.

September
12 Tuesday

Opening Celebration for Cosmophilia: Islamic Art
from the David Collection, Copenhagen. Dessert

reception and exhibition viewing. McMullen Museum 
of Art, Devlin Hall. 7:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-8100.

14 Thursday
“God is Beautiful, and He Loves Beauty”:
Remembrance and Repetition in Islamic 

Arts. Lecture by James Morris, Professor of Theology,
Boston College. Devlin Hall, Room 101. 7:00 p.m.
Information: 617-552-8100.

WTC View: A Story of New York After 9/11. Film writ-
ten and directed by Brian Sloan ’88. Film screening

followed by Master Class with Mr. Sloan. McGuinn
Hall, Room 121. Film at 5:00 p.m. and Master Class
at 7:30 p.m. Information: 617-552-4820.

18 Monday
Music in the Afternoon. Omar Farahat, piano.
Works by Bach, Haydn, Shostakovich, Chopin and

Liszt. Gasson Hall, Room 100. 4:15 p.m. Information:
617-552-6004.

20 Wednesday
Writers Among Us. David Karp, Professor of
Sociology at Boston College, discusseshis book Is 

It Me or My Meds? Living with Antidepressants. Devlin
Hall, Room 101. 7:30 p.m. Information: 617-552-4576.

21 Thursday
The Color of Paradise(1999). Film directed 
by Majid Majidi. Devlin Hall, Room 026. 

7:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-8100.

22 Friday
Gaelic Roots Music, Song, Dance Workshop 
and Lecture Series. “Thinking Outside the Box:

How Button Accordionist Joe Derrane Helped to
Redefine Irish America’s Musical Identity Twice.”
Lecture by Earle Hitchner, with Joe Derrane. Connolly
House. 7:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-0490.

By the Waters of Babylon: Sacred Songs of Life,
Death, and Resurrection. Carla Paryla, mezzo-

soprano; Normma Giustiani, guest soprano; William
Merrill, piano. Songs from the Russian, German, Italian,
French, Jewish, and Armenian repertoire. Gasson Hall,
Room 100. 7:30 p.m. Information: 617-552-3912.

24 Sunday
Olivier Messiaen.Quartet for the End of Time. 
Sandra Hebert, piano; Kirsi Perttuli, violin; Richard

Shaughnessy, clarinet; Junko Simons, cello. Gasson Hall,
Room 100. 3:00 p.m. Information: 617-552-6004.
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Sponsored by the Office of the President, the Office of the Academic 
Vice President, and the Office of Marketing Communications. 

all events are free
unless otherwise noted.

The University Wind Ensemble’s saxophone quartet.


