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It’s not too early to circle dates 
on the calendar for two upcoming 
events designed to advance pa-
rental choice in education.

The American Center for 
School Choice is sponsoring 
a summit for faith and school 
leaders from various religious 
traditions across the country 
November 19 in New York City at 
the American Bible Society.  The 
event is intended “to increase the 
effectiveness of our faith com-
munities in empowering parents 
to access our schools and to 
increase the understanding of the 
important role these schools play 
in American education.” 

The summit is part of the 
center’s effort “to increase co-
ordination among faiths to enact 
more legislation that empowers 
parents to access the school of 
their choice, including a religious 
school.”  The center is also work-
ing “to shift the messaging about 
faith-based schools so that more 
Americans understand that choos-
ing one of these schools is an ex-
tension of the free exercise of reli-
gion by individuals and families.”

More information about the 
summit is available at <http://sum-
mit.amcsc.org>.

* * * 
National School Choice Week 

(NSCW) will take place Janu-
ary 26 through February 1, 2014, 
and schools can register now to 
receive free “event kits” to cele-
brate what promises to be a major 
media promotion of school choice. 

 According to organizers, the 
50-person kits are available at no 
cost to schools that plan to host 
events during NSCW.  Schools 
can plan whatever kind of event 
they want — “a community open 
house, a recruitment drive, a pep 
rally, a student/teacher awards 
ceremony, etc.  The sky is the 
limit, and every event counts!”  

Kits include scarves, rally 
signs, promotion posters, stick-
ers, a yard sign, and banner.  Visit 
<www.schoolchoiceweek.com/
schools> to register today.

Choice Times Two

Father Joseph O’Keefe, S.J., speaks to private school 
leaders at the U.S. Department of Education Sept. 23, 
2013.  (Photo by Paul Wood, U.S. Dept. of Education)

Grade 8 NAEP Scale Scores
Test Year Public Private
Reading 2011 264 282
Writing 2011 149 164
Math 2011 283 296
Science 2011 151 163
Civics 2010 150 169
Geography 2010 260 276
History 2010 265 280
Music 2008 149 163
Visual Arts 2008 149 159

The private school representative to the Na-
tional Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) 
urged the private school community to par-
ticipate fully in the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress 
(NAEP), a national 
measure of what Amer-
ica’s students know and 
can do in key subject 
areas.   

Father Joseph M. 
O’Keefe, S.J., profes-
sor at Boston College, 
spoke at the ninth an-
nual  Private School 
Leadership Conference 
sponsored by the Of-
fice of Non-Public 
Education (ONPE) 
at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.  
The event took place 
September 23, 2013, 
at the department’s 
headquarters in Wash-
ington, D.C.

In an era when 
parents, donors, and policymakers want proof 
of educational performance, NAEP is a reliable 
gauge. “Like it or not, we live in a world that 
is about measures of quality,” O’Keefe said, 
and NAEP provides “long-standing national 
evidence that private schools are high quality.”  
What’s more, it provides that evidence “without 
invading the autono-
my, the local culture, 
the particular mis-
sion, and history of 
the school.”

Positive Results
O’Keefe reviewed 

results from a host 
of NAEP assess-
ments demonstrat-
ing that students 
in private schools 
outscore the national 
average (see table).  
“Time and time 
again, over many, 
many years, in every different subject, what 
NAEP has provided is evidence of the effective-
ness of private schools,” he said.  The text from 
one of his slides reinforced the point: “NAEP 
has consistently demonstrated how the perfor-
mance of students in private schools compares 
positively to the performance of students in 

public schools and to the rest of the nation.”
Citing civic responsibility as one reason pri-

vate schools should participate in NAEP, O’Keefe 
reminded the group how important it is “to have 

a complete picture of 
academic progress in 
the nation.”  It would 
be “tragic,” he said, 
if the nine percent of 
American students who 
attend private schools 
were not part of that 
picture.

300 Schools
Approximately 300 

private schools will be 
selected this school year 
to participate in NAEP 
assessments in civics, 
geography, U.S. history, 
technology and engi-
neering literacy (TEL), 
as well as a pilot test in 
science.  A threshold 
percentage of selected 
schools must participate 

in order for aggregate private school results to be 
reported (scores for individual schools are never 
reported).  In past years in certain grades, the 
threshold was not met, and private school scores 
were not published.

Individual students are only tested in one 
subject, and each student only takes a segment of 

the test, resulting in 
a total time commit-
ment of 90 to 120 
minutes.  NAEP 
staff will administer 
the tests at schools 
between January 27 
and March 7, 2014.

CAPE regularly 
reports on NAEP re-
sults on its Web site 
and in various pub-
lications.  A CAPE 
letter urging selected 
schools to partici-
pate in the 2013-14 
cycle noted, “Private 

school data make an important contribution to 
the picture of American education and to future 
policy decisions.”  The letter said that since pri-
vate schools account for roughly 25 percent of 
the nation’s schools, “it is important that our stu-
dents’ performance be included in all data that 
describe the condition of American education.”
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