
BLAST Student Coordinator Position 
 

Overview 
 
The Bridge to Liberal Arts Success (BLAST) vision is to develop a strong cohort of scholars 
from multiple backgrounds who strive for academic excellence, active citizenship, and 
leadership. BLAST works to instill leadership values that last each scholar for his or her entire 
college career and beyond. 
 
The purpose of the program is to support and retain students who may be first in their family to 
attend a four-year college, and/or have attended under resourced high school and/or have been 
affiliated with a college access agency. 
 
BLAST is a residential six-week program in the summer prior to the first year at Tufts with 
program commitments during each of the following academic years. This program prepares 
students for a rigorous college curriculum and orientation to Tufts culture and resources to 
provide for a successful transition.  
 
Each of the students who commits to the BLAST program has met all the requirements to be 
admitted into Tufts University. Scholars are given the opportunity to participate in the summer 
program and receive two course credits, financial support, and workshops relevant to college life. 
The program can be best understood as follows. 
 
Program Information 
 
Summer 
 
BLAST scholars will be enrolled in the Tufts’ six-week summer session prior to starting their 
first year. Scholars will also attend a series of college workshops to expose them to Tufts 
resources and provide leadership opportunities.  
 
Academic Year 
 
Students within the BLAST program will be placed in the same advising group for the academic 
year. In this advising group, scholars will meet regularly and continue to develop academic and 
leadership skills to ensure success at Tufts and beyond.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Position Qualifications 
 
A BLAST student coordinator should be well versed in working with a diverse group college 
students including first generation students, students of low socioeconomic status, and students 
of color. Additionally, a Student Coordinator should have the following: 
 

- Demonstrated proficiency in relationship building and management. 
- Emotional intelligence necessary to personally support students of differing backgrounds 

and perspectives across race, gender, sexuality, socioeconomic status, religion, ability, 
and so forth. 

- Flexibility in schedule from week to week based on the needs of the program and 
students. 

- An MA in a relevant field of study or current graduate status. 
- Familiarity with Tufts University campus culture, resources, student life, and leadership 

opportunities is preferable. 
 
Summer Responsibilities 

- Set and maintain a detailed schedule of classes and events, both academic and social in 
nature.  

- Coordinate curriculum of weekly workshops for BLAST Scholars to expose students to 
resources on Tufts campus and prepare them to transition to college life. 

- Plan weekly social activities throughout the 6-week program.  
- Work collaboratively with the BEST (Bridge to Engineering Success at Tufts) program to 

exchange program ideas and create bonding opportunities between the two groups.  
- Design and facilitate daylong or overnight bonding activity in the first week of summer 

programming, including significant team building, reflective, and leadership development 
activities. In past years, this has revolved around a trip to Tufts log cabin in New 
Hampshire.  

- Arrange a minimum of two mandatory check-in opportunities with students to discuss 
their transition.  

- Develop curriculum and training for concurrent Peer Mentorship Program.  
- Train Peer Mentors on mentorship strategies with a social justice focus.  
- Develop responsibilities, accountability structures, and expectations for Peer Mentors. 
- Hold weekly check-in meetings with Peer Mentors to assess their progress and discuss 

any changes that need to take place.  
 

Academic Year Responsibilities 
- Assist in creating curriculum and syllabus for fall semester course.  
- Facilitate course discussions around named curriculum. 
- Check-in with BLAST students in various one-on-one settings to provide resources as 

well as academic, social, and personal support.  
- Continually communicate with BLAST Program Director on potential support systems 

for students. 
- Run weekly study hall for all BLAST students.  
- Hold weekly office hours for students.  
- Focus on the co-curricular development of the freshman cohort (such as transition issues, 



student involvement exploration, and workshop opportunities on campus).  
- Organize any outings or social events to get off campus.  
- Find and communicate leadership opportunities for BLAST students such as fellowships, 

internships, scholarships, and conferences. 
- Assist all BLAST students with securing leadership position, internships and assisting 

with letters of recommendation before they are given to Director.  
- Help Director in any additional tasks that come forth during the semester.  
- Meet with Director on regular basis.  

 
Salary/Hours 
 
Start date: April 15, 2015 (negotiable) 
End date: May 15, 2016  
Summer work required (June 28th-August 8th) at 40 hours per week 
Otherwise, this is a 20 hour a week position. 
Payment: $20 per hour.  
 
Robert D. Mack, Ed.D. 
Associate Dean of Undergraduate Education 
BLAST Director 
Tufts University 
robert.mack@tufts.edu 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:robert.mack@tufts.edu

