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Scoring rubrics 
 
 
The faculty will use the attached scoring rubric to evaluate your examination (see Attachment 1 
for the Oral Comprehensive Examination and Attachment 2 for the Written Comprehensive 
Examination). Each student's examination is blind graded by 2 faculty members and is rated as 
Exceptional Mastery, Mastery, or Not Acceptable. Both examiners must rate the student at the 
mastery level or above in order for the student to pass.  In the event of divergent ratings, 
consensus must be reached between the two examiners.  If the candidate fails to achieve mastery, 
an additional faculty member will read the submitted exam. 
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Attachment 1: Scoring Rubric for Principal Licensure Oral Comprehensive Examination 
 

 COMMUNICATION SUPPORT FROM 
COURSE 
READINGS 

APPLICATION 
TO PRACTICE 

Exceptional 
Mastery 

Outstanding 
communication and 
interpersonal skills. 
Responds incisively to 
all the prompts. 

Integrates a variety 
of course readings 
in substantial, well- 
chosen ways 

Demonstrates insightful 
understanding and rationale 
for leadership behaviors and 
standards 

Mastery Strong 
communication and 
interpersonal skills. 
Responds well 
to all the 
prompts. 

Integrates several 
course readings. 
Some weak or 
poorly chosen 
connections may be 
present but are rare. 

Provides adequate 
understanding and rationale 
for leadership behaviors and 
standards 

Not 
Acceptable 

Weak communication 
and interpersonal 
skills. Fails to 
respond to the 
prompts. 

References to 
readings, if any, are 
weak, irrelevant, or 
wrong. Overall gaps 
in knowledge 
evident 

Unsophisticated 
understanding and 
rationale for leadership 
behaviors; rationales for 
practices are often 
inappropriate 
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Attachment 2: Scoring Rubric for Written Comprehensive Examination (for students completing 
the degree without licensure or completing the dual degree in Law and Education) 

 
 ANALYSIS AND 

COMMUNICATION 
SUPPORT APPLICATION 

TO PRACTICE 
Exceptional 

mastery 
Responds incisively to all 
the prompts; Analysis 
relevant, sophisticated, and 
original. Logical sequence 
of paragraphs; Appropriate 
and clear transitions 
between sentences and 
paragraphs, excellent 
syntax. 

Provides substantial, 
well--- chosen 
evidence, including 
several course readings 
used strategically. 

Demonstrates 
insightful and well 
integrated 
understanding of 
leadership 
expertise and 
decision- making 
behaviors 

Mastery Responds well to all the 
prompts; 
Analysis goes beyond the 
obvious, 
Distinct units of thought 
in paragraphs, coherently 
arranged; good 
transitions between 
sentences and paragraphs 

Provides sufficient and 
appropriate evidence and 
makes effort to 
contextualize it through 
the course readings 

Provides adequate 
evidence of 
leadership best 
practices and 
decision-making 
behaviors. 

Not 
acceptable 

Confuses or 
misunderstands some 
significant 
concepts, 
including some of 
those in 
the prompts. Leaves out 
several of them, 
Repetitive, wanders, 
frequent major and minor 
grammar problems. 

Evidence is anecdotal, 
awkwardly or 
incorrectly incorporated, 
or not cited at all 

Unsophisticated or 
no understanding 
of leadership best 
practices and 
decision- making 
behaviors. 
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