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AERA & NCME 2011 
 
The American Educational Research Association annual meeting begins 
this week along with the National Council on Measurement and 
Education 
annual meeting. 
 
Many ERME faculty, students, alumni, and friends are participating in 
these conferences.  Please see the "ERME at AERA" document for more 
information.  This document is available in two versions: Online and PDF. 
  
If you have any trouble viewing the document, please email Tracy at 
tracy.mcmahon@bc.edu. 

Upcoming Events  
 
  
ERME Events 
  
Tuesday, April 19, 2011 
  
Dr. Michael Russell, Professor of Educational Research, Measurement, 
and Evaluation, is presenting at a brown bag seminar on Tuesday, April 
19th, from 12:00-1:30pm in Campion 124.   
  
The title of the presentation is "Accessible Portable Item Profile (APIP) 
Standard" and will discuss the following:  What is an "interoperability 
standard"? Why is interoperability important for assessment programs? 
How can an interoperability standard improve theaccessibility of 
educational assessments? How doesthe APIP Standard simultaneous 
address interoperability and accessibility? What implications does 
theAPIP Standard have for the future of assessment items and tasks? 
These and other questions will beaddressed as we explore the details of 
the APIP Standard.  This event is brought to you by the ERME 
Department and Student Representative. 
    
Local Events 
  
Tuesday, April 12, 2011 

  
The Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy along with 
the Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education (MBAE) are 
presenting the following event on Tuesday, April 12th at 8:00am in the 
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Important Dates 

 
ERME Calendar  

 

Job Opportunities 

As of November 2010, 
ERME will be sending 
job announcements via 

email every Friday. 
 

Archives of past 
postings will remain on 

the ERME Job Blog. 
 

If you would like to be on 
the ERME job postings 
email distribution list, 
please email Tracy at 

tracy.mcmahon@bc.edu
.  
  
  

 



Suffolk University Law School Function Room:  
  
What's Next for Common Core? 
Now that 43 states and territories, including Massachusetts, have 
adopted Common Core State Standards in English and mathematics, 
what happens next?  What are the two consortia developing new state 
assessments, thePartnership for Assessment of Readiness for College 
and Careers (PARCC)  and the SMARTER Balanced Assessment 
Consortium (SBAC), doing and how will the tests they develop affect 
Massachusetts? What does it mean for school districts? In the future, 
how will standards be revised and updated?  
For More Information: www.renniecenter.org/events.html 
  
Thursday, April 14, 2011 
  
The Regional Educational Laboratory Northeast and Islands has an 
upcoming Webinar on Thursday, April 14, from 12:00-1:00pm EDT.  The 
topic is: Findings from the Thinking Reader Study: Impact of a 
Software Program on Grade 6 Literacy. You can REGISTER TODAY 
by selecting the desired event and completing the registration form. 
Please forward this invitation to a colleague. Early registration is 
encouraged. Registrants will receive a confirmation e-mail and 
instructions for logging on to the webinar. Any problems? E-mail 
relneiinfo@edc.org. 

Upcoming Conferences 

  
April 2011 - NEERO 
The New England Educational Research Organization (NEERO) hosts its 
43nd Annual Conference from April 27-29, 2011 at the Fairfield Inn & 
Suites New Bedford.   
  
July 2011 - FCAP  
The Fordham Council on Applied Psychometrics (FCAP) will host 
their second conference focused on Emerging Topics in 
Psychometrics. The conference is being held from July 28-29 
with workshops on July 27. FCAP is at Fordham University 
Lincoln Center Campus in New York, New York. 
  
October 2011 - NERA - Call for Proposals 
The Northeastern Educational Research Association (NERA) is 
holding its 42nd Annual Conference from October 19-21, 2011, in 
Rocky Hill, CT. This year's theme is "Educational Research for 
the Good of Society" and the conference committee is planning 
an exciting program with that will keynote addresses by Dr. 
Diana Pullin and Governor Roy Romer as well as all of the great 
features that you have come to expect: pre-conference and in-
conference sessions; several invited panels, individual paper 
presentation, theme-based sessions; and poster sessions. For 
more information contact: programchairs@nera-education.org. 
  



2011 Call for Proposals 
Join us in Rocky Hill in October 
Deadline for Proposal Submission: Midnight, June 5, 2011  For 
more information, go to:www.nera-education.org 
  
January 2012 - Hawaii International - Call for Proposals  
The 10th Annual Hawaii International Conference on Education will be 
held from January 5th (Thursday) to January 8th (Sunday), 2012 in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. The conference will provide many opportunities for 
academicians and professionals from education related fields to interact 
with members inside and outside their own particular disciplines. Cross-
disciplinary submissions with other fields are welcome. 
  
2011 Call for Proposals  
Submission/Proposal Deadline: August 12th, 2011 
Submit well in advance of the above date to take advantage of our  
Early Bird Registration Rate.  For rate details, click here 

 

Recent Publications 

Dr. Laura O'Dwyer and colleagues at the REL published a REL report 
that examines factors related to student test performance in Maine high 
schools. This REL Northeast and Islands study, How Student and School 
Characteristics are Associated with Performance on the Maine High 
School Assessment, uses data from the Maine Department of Education 
to examine how student characteristics, student prior achievement 
measures, and school characteristics are associated with performance on 
the Maine High School Assessment (MHSA). The MHSA is administered 
in the spring of grade 11 to determine whether Maine high schools have 
made adequate yearly progress. The variables are available data 
believed to be related to high school achievement.  
  
Dr. Michael Russell and ERME PhD student Maureen 
Kavanaugh edited the book "Assessing Students in the Margin: 
Challenges, Strategies, and Techniques" which was recently published. 
More information can be found 
at http://www.infoagepub.com/products/Assessing-Students-in-the-
Margin  

Faculty News 
Dr. Henry Braun will be one of the keynote speakers at the Fordham 
Council on Applied Psychometrics (FCAP) 2011 Conference held from 
July 27-29, 2011. 
  
Dr. Joseph Pedulla has submitted the following information regarding 
his teaching, advising, and research status at ERME for the next few 
years:"There seems to be some confusion about my future status in 
ERME. Let me try to clarify. I will be carrying a regular faculty load 
through the 2011-2012 academic year. For the 2012-2013 academic 
year, I will still be a tenured faculty member but will have a sabbatical 



leave. I will not teach in 2012-2013 but will continue to work with students 
on dissertations and sit on comprehensive exam boards. After June 30, 
2013, I will not hold a tenured faculty position but will have research 
faculty status.  I will continue to work on grants, consult, may teach a 
course, be a reader on a few dissertations, have shared office space, and 
generally will be around in a much more limited capacity. If you have any 
questions about how this may affect you personally, please feel free to 
ask me." J. Pedulla 

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center  
  

March 2011 Update 
  

Over the last two months, the TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center 
completed its 2011 program of constructed-response item scoring 
training as part of two international meetings conducted for Northern 
Hemisphere countries.  The PIRLS and prePIRLS scoring trainings were 
held in early February in Rome. In total, 97 participants from 44 countries 
and 4 benchmarking entities were trained to score the 60 PIRLS and 64 
prePIRLS constructed-response items. The TIMSS scoring training was 
held in March in Bangkok. For TIMSS, 120 participants from 53 countries 
and 4 benchmarking entities attended the training that covered 162 
mathematics and science items at grade 4 and 209 items at grade 8.  

Alumni News 
   
Sarah Enterline, ERME PhD 2007, and Joshua Roch were married on 
February 19 in Rhode Island. An ERME alum in attendance captured this 
photo of our fearless leader at the wedding reception: 
  

  
  



Drs. Lisa Famularo (ERME 2007) and Henry Braun were invited to join 
the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education's Educator Evaluation Task Force. The 40 person task force 
was charged with recommending a new framework for educator 
evaluation. The task force's final report is publicly available online at: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/docs/0311/item1_breakthroughframework.
pdf 
In May, the Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy will host a 
free, public forum to discuss the implementation of the new framework. 
Details about the forum will be posted soon at 
http://www.renniecenter.org/events.html 
  
Dr. Judith Johnson, ERME 1996, recently accepted a position as 
Director of Assessment and Accreditation at Lesley University in 
Cambridge, MA. She will begin this job on April 11, 2011. For the past 5 
years she has been President of JohnSilver Associates in Auburn, Maine, 
conducting research, evaluation and assessment for clients such as the 
Foundation for Blood Research, Scarborough, Maine, the Centers for 
Disease and Prevention in Atlanta, GA, Plymouth State University in NH 
and other health and educational institutions. 
  
Roland Stark, ERME 2001, writes to tell us that "this month i was 
diagnosed with colon cancer for the 2nd time (also in 2002), had a 
successful surgery, and am now on the mend." The entire ERME 
community extends its support and well wishes to Roland and hopes he 
continues to recover well. 
  
The evaluation team of City Connects presented a poster at the 
2011Society for Research in Child Development Biennual in Montreal on 
March 31st titled "Improving Achievement by Supporting Children: 
Evaluating Student Outcomes of the City Connects Model."  The poster 
describes the impact of City Connects on student academic achievement, 
thriving, and grade retention in elementary and middle school. Authors 
include current ERME students, past ERME students, and professor 
emeriti George Madaus; they are:  Mary E. Walsh, George Madaus, Eric 
Dearing,Kathleen Flanagan, Terrence Lee-St. John, Dessislava 
Slavtcheva,Anastasia E. Raczek. 
  

Student News  
 
Todd Reeves, ERME PhD, presented a poster at the Society for 
Research in Child Development conference held from March 30-April 3 
in Montreal, Canada. The poster was titled, Does Pre-Service Teacher 
Education Incorporate Research-Based Knowledge From Developmental 
and Cognitive Psychology? and presented by Todd D. Reeves, Colleen 
M. Ganley, Rebecca Mitchell, and Elida V. Laski. 
  
Congratulations to Emilie Mitescu, Ph.D., who successfully defended 
her dissertation (Title: Examining the relationships among undergraduate 
teacher candidate experiences, perceptions, and beliefs about teaching 
for social justice) on March 23, 2011. Committee members included: Dr. 



Larry Ludlow (chair) and Drs. Joseph Pedulla and Marilyn Cochran-Smith 
(readers). 

Congratulations to Lauren Chapman, Ph.D., who successfully defended 
her dissertation (Title: An International Policy Analysis of School-Level 
Decision Making and Student Achievement) on March 30, 2011. 
Committee members included: Dr. Laura O'Dwyer (chair) and Drs. Henry 
Braun and Kathleen Trong (readers). 

Funding Opportunities 
  
IES Releases FY2012 Funding Announcements for Six Grant 
Competitions in Education Research and TrainingIES has released 
FY2012 funding announcements for grant competitions in education and 
special education research and training. The six competitions are: 
Education Research Grants (84.305A); Special Education Research 
Grants (84.324A); Postdoctoral Research Training Program in the 
Education Sciences (84.305B); Postdoctoral Research Training Program 
in Special Education (84.324B); Statistical and Research Methodology in 
Education (84.305D); and Evaluation of State and Local Education 
Programs and Policies (84.305E). The Request for Applications for each 
competition is available at http://ies.ed.gov/funding/.    
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