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Winter Wonderland

 
It's been a crazy winter in Boston.  Here's a 
picture of our fearless leader battling the snow. 

 

Upcoming Events 
  
February 27 - March 2  
12th Annual Innovations in Testing session 
agenda. 
  
March 21 from 12-2   
Graduate Education Association (GEA) Research 
Forum in Campion 139. 
  
April 6 at 6:00pm 
Jonathan Kozol, educator and author speaking 
as part of the Lowell Lecture Series Rabb 
Lecture Hll a the Central Library in Copley 
Square. 
  
April 8 - 12 
AERA 2011 in New Orleans, Louisiana 
Students are encouraged to attend the ETS 
graduate student breakfast at NCME.  ETS will 
be interviewing. Check the ETS web page as 
they have positions posted for psychometric 
analysts (PhD not required) a mix of data analyst 
work and psychometrician work and 
responsibilities for operational programs. (Thank 
you to ERME alum Christine Mills for this 
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Important Dates 

 
ERME Calendar  

 

Recent Publications 
    
Erberber, E (2010). Analyzing Turkey's data from TIMSS 
2007 to investigate regional disparities in eighth grade 
science achievement. In A.W. Wiseman (Ed.), The Impact of 
International Achievement Studies on National Education 
Policymaking. International Perspectives on Education and 
Society,13, (pp. 117-140). Bingley, UK: Emerald Group 
Publishing. The book may be purchased from the Emerald 
publishing bookstore: 
http://books.emeraldinsight.com/display.asp?K=97808572444
99 
  
Reeves, T. D. & Pedulla, J. J. (in press). Predictor's of 
teacher satisfaction with online professional development 
(OPD): Evidence from the USA's e-Learning for Educators 
(EfE) initiative. Professional Development in Education.   
  

Job Opportunities 

As of November 2010, ERME will be sending job 
announcements via email every Friday. 

 
Archives of past postings will remain on the 

ERME Job Blog. 
 

If you would like to be on the ERME job postings 
email distribution list, please email Tracy at 

tracy.mcmahon@bc.edu. 
  
  

 

 



information).   
May 24-26  
The Modern Modeling Methods conference will 
be held at the University of Connecticut.   

Faculty News  
This semester is Dr. Walt Haney's last semester 
with ERME and we plan to have an event to 
celebrate his career here.  We are interested in 
volunteers to help plan this celebration, as well 
as photos and memories from students, alumni, 
faculty, and friends. Please contact Tracy 
(tracy.mcmahon@bc.edu) for how to help.  
  
The AERA Division D Quantitative Dissertation 
Award Committee has selected Dr. Zhushan 
"Mandy" Li as the recipient of the 2011 AERA 
Division D Outstanding QuantitativeDissertation 
Award for her dissertation entitled: Loglinear 
Models as Item Response Models. 

TIMSS & PIRLS International 
Study Center  
  

January 2011 Update 
  

The TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center 
has been busy providing assistance to countries 
as they prepare for and conduct data collection. 
Countries in the Northern Hemisphere are 
working with schools and translating their data 
collection materials, while countries in the 
Southern Hemisphere have already entered the 
field to administer the assessment and are 
scoring student responses. 
 
There are now nearly 90 participants in the 2011 
cycle of TIMSS and PIRLS-73 countries and 15 
benchmarking participants. Nine of these 
benchmarking participants are US states, 
including Massachusetts. Sixty-six countries are 
participating in TIMSS, most of these at the 
fourth and eighth grades, while 50 countries are 
participating in PIRLS and 6 are administering 
prePIRLS. In addition, 40 of the participating 
countries are administering TIMSS and PIRLS at 
grade 4 to the same students to take advantage 
of the unique opportunity to examine 
achievement across reading, mathematics, and 



science in primary school. 
 
The TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center 
is also pleased to announce the appointment of 
Dr. Katie Trong as PIRLS Coordinator. Katie will 
be responsible for coordinating all PIRLS and 
prePIRLS activities. She is replacing Dr. Ann 
Kennedy, who has recently accepted a position 
at Educational Testing Service. Ann made a 
great contribution to PIRLS in her time as PIRLS 
Coordinator, and we wish her well in the next 
phase of her career.  

Alumni News 
  

  
Carolyn Fidelman (top right) sent us this group 
photo from Jack Buckley's (former ERME 
faculty, to left of woman in red) swearing in as 
Commissioner of NCES (within IES/ED) this past 
Friday. In the photo are Arne Duncan, Secretary 
of Education, John Easton Director, Institute of 
Education Sciences, and others. 
  
Michael O'Leary (ERME PhD 1999) has been 
appointed Director of Postgraduate Studies in 
Education at St Patrick's College with 
responsibility for PhD (16), EdD (40), M.Ed (122) 
programmes. (Enrolled numbers in brackets)   
  
Nina Zockoff (Med, 2010) is now working at the 
Rennie Center for Education Research and 
under Lisa Famularo, ERME Ph.D. 

Student News  
This summer, Mac Cannady will be starting at 



UC Berkeley's Lawrence Hall of Science as the 
quantitative research specialist. He will research 
science education programs both within and 
outside of schools. 
 
Congratulations to Corinna Preuschoff, Ph.D., 
who successfully defended her dissertation (Title: 
Using TIMSS and PIRLS to Construct Global 
Indicators of Effective Environments for Learning) 
on December 14, 2010. Committee members 
included:Dr. Ina Mullis (chair) and Drs. Michael 
Martin and Larry Ludlow (readers). 

A Message from the Student 
Representative   
  
The ERME Student Representative planned a 
Brown Bag Lunch Seminar with Dr. Zhushan 
Mandy Li on January 25. Dr. Li presented the 
topic of "Can We Fit Variety of Models under one 
Framework?" The presentation description 
follows: For analyzing item response data, item 
response theory (IRT) models treat the discrete 
responses to the items as driven by underlying 
continuous latent traits, and consider the form of 
conditional probability of the response to each 
item given the latent traits. In a similar fashion, 
log-linear models directly consider the form of the 
manifest probability of response patterns. In this 
research, I have established a family of log-linear 
models, log linear-by-linear association (LLLA) 
models, that incorporate a variety of IRT models, 
in particular, a family of generalized. 
  
Please be sure to keep an eye out for more 
upcoming events sponsored by the ERME 
department and student representative. 

  

www.bc.edu/erme  
  

 


