
  

ERME Newsletter Spring/Summer 2016 

Spotlight on an ERME Graduate: 
New Research Centre in Ireland to be led by 
Professor Michael O'Leary, ERME PhD Alum 

 
  

The Centre for Assessment Research, Policy and Practice in Education 
(CARPE) will be based within Dublin City University's Institute of Education 

and will "enhance the practice of assessment across all levels of the 
educational system, from early childhood to the fourth level and 

beyond." Work at CARPE will be focused on conducting high quality 
research and professional development in assessment, as well as 

establishing global networks and contributing to assessment policy making. 
  

Professor Michael O'Leary (right), recently appointed as Prometric Chair in 
Assessment, will provide academic and research leadership within the 

Centre while Dr. Ludlow and Dr. O’Dwyer will be members of its Advisory 
Board. Dr. O'Leary writes, "Without the ERME Program, I would not have 

been able to achieve what I have achieved-- I am forever grateful."  
  

To read further, click here 
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August 29th: 
Monday Classes begin 
 
September 5th: 
Labor Day-No classes 
 
September 7th: 
Last date for graduate 
students to add/drop 
a course online 
 
September 7th: 
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Recent Events 
Graduation 

     
Pictured above: Recent ERME MEd graduates Erin Huckle and Liz Blessons are all smiles 
on a sunny commencement day (left) Dr. Braun, Dr. Chen An, Dr. Stephanie Chappe,   
Dr. Ludlow and Dr. O'Dwyer enjoying the PhD Robing Ceremony (right). 

 
Congrats to our recent ERME graduates!   

Where are they now? 
  

Chen An, PhD:  
Current location: Orlando, FL 

Job: Senior Administrator in Student Learning Growth, Orange County Public 
Schools   

 
Andrea Humez, PhD: 

Current Location: Boston, MA  
Job: Research Assistant, Center for Education Policy, Harvard Graduate 

School of Education 
  

Clair Johnson, PhD:  
Current Location: San Diego, CA  

Job:Transparency Specialist, Center for Sustainable Energy 
 

Liz Blesson, MEd:  
Current Location: Washington, DC  

Job: Dual Language Program Analyst, DCPS 
 

Cormac Harkins, MEd: 
Current Location: soon-to-be in the Bay Area, CA  

 
Erin Huckle, MEd: 

Current Location: Hanover, NH 
Job: Research Associate with the Center for Program Design and Evaluation at 

Dartmouth College 

Last date for all 
students who plan to 
graduate in December 
2016 to verify their 
diploma names online 
 
September 8th: 
Mass of the Holy Spirit 
at noon; classes 
canceled from noon 
to 1:15 p.m. 

October 10th: 
Columbus Day-No 
classes 
 
 
November 
10th:Graduate/WCAS
U registration period 
for spring 2017 begins 

November 23rd-
25th:Thanksgiving 
Holidays 
 
November 28th: 
Last date for official 
withdrawal from a 
course or from the 
university. 
 
December 1st: 
Last date for master's 
and doctoral 
candidates to submit 
signed and approved 
copies of theses and 
dissertations for 
December 2016 
graduation. 

December 14th-
21st:Term 
examinations 
  

 For an updated 
Boston College 

calendar, click here.  

 
 

For ERME events, 
click here.  
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AERA 2016 Annual Meeting   
"Public Scholarship to Educate Diverse Democracies."  

By design and timing, AERA's 2016 Centennial Annual Meeting 
highlighted the interplay of research, politics, and social analysis. The 

meeting was held in Washington, DC in the middle of an electoral 
season rife with contentious education debates, many of which are 

enmeshed with controversies and opportunities arising from population 
diversity.  

  
The meeting focused on the role of education researchers as public 

scholars who contribute to public understanding, political debate, and 
professional practice in increasingly diverse democracies in the U.S. 

and around the globe. 
  

Current ERME PhD student Maria Baez writes,  
 

"This was my first time at AERA. I was incredibly excited but also very 
nervous to present. When we (Roche Center) heard that our paper had 
been accepted for a roundtable, it had been such a  long wait, that I 
had honestly forgotten about all the hard work that had gone into 

submitting the proposal during the two weeks leading up to the 
deadline that past summer. I learned that it takes a village. When you 
are a first or second year PhD student, the topics for an AERA proposal 

almost exclusively come from your assistantships. Your 
boss/professor(s) will very likely let you know about the conference 

and suggest you write something. They will always help you with 
edits, as it is likely your first ever submission for a conference of this 
caliber, but it is really up to you to work with the other students in 

your team to make something happen. 
  

I made a point not to miss the LSOE Reception at AERA so as to talk to 
other current students and alumni. I had a lot of interesting 

conversations with ADEP and C&I alumni, and realized how little we 
know about the wealth and diversity in knowledge of Lynch School 

professors. We get stuck in our departments because it is so 
comfortable, but it was a call for me to try and branch out. There's a 

lot of interesting research taking place in our own building! 
  

It is worth pointing out that there are also a lot of opportunities to 
network built into the conference. I submitted an application to be 

chosen for coffee with a mentor within my division (H) and got 
selected. She gave me amazing advice about my CV and how to start 

thinking strategically about my dissertation.  
  

I am lucky that ERME has given me the opportunity to collaborate with 
professors from other departments. Dr. Martin Scanlan was my co-

author and has been a mentor to me. He really pushed me to lead the 
presentation, prepare the handout and taught me how to structure a 



presentation around 'telling a story'. We are trying to represent the 
reality in our schools, so we should try to weave in what we know and 
what we don't know to give an honest account. I'm not quite as good 

as him yet in engaging an audience, but I definitely felt more confident 
after presenting. I prepped and succeeded!" 

   
Pictured above: Dr. Larry Ludlow with ERME PhD student Kelsey Klein (left), ERME 
PhD student Maria Baez with Dr. Martin Scanlan (middle), and Maria with Dr. Linda 

Darling-Hammond (right). 
  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~  

For more information on the 2016 ERME at AERA 

Booklet  

click here  
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  
___________________________________________ 

 

http://www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/schools/lsoe/erme/ERME%20at%20AERA%202016%20Booklet%20web%20upload.pdf


CitySide Event 
  

On Tuesday evening, March 15th, ERME held its once-a-semester 
student,faculty, and alumni social gathering at CitySide restaurant. The 
Cityside social events are always a great time for the ERME network to 
get together in a relaxed environment and connect with each other. 
Food is abundant and turnout is high. It's always exciting to see our 

alumni at these events, too! Will we see you at our fall CitySide 
gathering?  

     

___________________________________________ 
Alumni Panel Event 

  

  
Our Annual ERME Alumni Panels took place on Friday, May 6th. Melaine 

Malcolm and Margeau Frigon represented the master's panel and Dr. 
Shelagh Peoples and Dr. Ismael Carreras represented the PhD panel. We 
are always so impressed and inspired to hear about our alumni's career 
paths, and their eagerness to share their candid experiences and advice 

with us!   

   
Click here for more information on the Alumni Panel 

members. 

http://www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/schools/lsoe/erme/ERME%20alumni%20panels%20May%206.pdf


NEERO 
  

The New England Educational Research Organization Conference took 
place in Portsmouth, New Hampshire from April 27th-29th this year. 
Current ERME PhD student Kelsey Klein writes, "NEERO is a regional 

conference that provides students with the opportunity to present their 
research. Each year Dr. Larry Ludlow chairs 1-2 sessions of students 

presenting research from his psychometrics course. This year, I had the 
unique opportunity of chairing this session as Dr. Ludlow was on leave 

in New Zealand. While I have attended NEERO for 3 years, this past year 
(2016) was a new experience in which I led a session, ensured that 
presentations ran smoothly, and led discussion around the topics 

presented. While I had a small session this year, NEERO always provides 
a comfortable and tight-knit community to present one's work."  

  
For more information on ERME Presentations at NEERO, click here  

Notes from the Department  
 

From Dr. Ludlow: 
Hi Everyone, 

  
I hope you are all doing well and enjoying the summer--even if it is 
quite hot this year. It is always a pleasure to see the Newsletter 
material that Jill puts together from events around Campion and that 
you submit to her--the professional trips and presentations around the 
world (congratulations particularly to TIMSS/PIRLS for all the 
opportunities they provide for ERME alumns and students), the national 
and regional research experiences of conference participation (great 
statements here from Maria and Kelsey--thank you!), the local events 
such as the Cityside evenings that bring faculty and students together in 
an important way to know one another better and the Alumni Panel 
which has become a successful gathering of students looking towards 
employment opportunities in their post-ERME life and the powerful 
presentations of our speakers as they talk about their ERME 
experiences and current employment situations (and advice on getting 
similar types of jobs), the wonderful celebrations of graduations and 
dissertation defenses, and certainly the touching personal milestones of 
new jobs, marriage engagements, weddings and births. 

  
We look forward to an interesting year (and next few years) with a new 
Dean, a new Associate Dean (in the spring), and a new Associate Dean 
for Research. One of our goals this year is to re-surface many of the 
initiatives we proposed as part of our Self-Study two years ago but 
which were put on hold because of the pending administration changes. 
We will keep you involved as the faculty meet and discuss our priorities 
for enhancing ERME. 

http://www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/schools/lsoe/erme/NEERO%20sheet%202016.pdf


  
Thank you for the involvement you contribute to fostering the vibrant 
intellectual and personal community we are all very proud of. 
Larry 
  

  
Pictured above: Rainbow Lorikeet from Australia (top left), Wallabie from Australia (bottom 

left) and a mobile bach from New Zealand (right). 
 

From Jill: 

ERME Alumni: In September, we will be sending you a "Getting to Know 
ERME" survey. The information we receive from you will be important 

in record-keeping, understanding market trends, updating the website, 
and such. It should not take too long to complete, and we will be asking 

you some fun questions, as well! 

Are you a fan of podcasts? Do you have any suggestions for ERME-
related podcasts that we should listen to? Let's continue this discussion 

in the ERME LinkedIn group. Join the Educational Research, 
Measurement, and Evaluation (ERME) at Boston College group on 

LinkedIN.   
This resource-- which is open exclusively to current ERME students, 

faculty, and alumni--is a great way to network with others, share 

job/event opportunities, hold discussions, and more.   

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study 
Center update  

Submitted by Shirley Goh, Assistant Director of Communications and Media Relations   
 

At Boston College's Research Day in March, in keeping with the event's 
Big Data theme, Dr. Ina V.S. Mullis presented "Touching the Lives of 
Millions: Research at the TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center."  

  
Preparation for the Release of the TIMSS 2015 and TIMSS Advanced 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4387552
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4387552
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4387552


2015 International Reports has included reviewing draft data with 
participating countries, including completing the first round of data 

analysis and psychometric scaling; review and scale anchoring with the 
Science and Mathematics Item Review Committee (SMIRC) in Seoul, 

Korea, in May; and data review and discussion of reporting and media 
outreach at the TIMSS 2015 National Research Coordinators Meeting in 

Québec City, Canada, in June.  
  

At the PIRLS 2016 National Research Coordinators Meeting in Hong Kong 
in March, scoring training was conducted along with a final review of 
2016 instruments. PIRLS also has completed data collection including 

quality control monitoring, and is looking ahead to reviewing data 
quality and consistency across countries.  

  

   
Pictured above: Dr. Ina V.S. Mullis presenting at Boston College's "Big Data" event 

(top), TIMSS 2015 National Research Coordinators Meeting in Québec City (bottom left) 
and the PIRLS 2016 National Research Coordinators Meeting in Hong Kong (bottom right). 

  

        
Pictured above: SMIRC meeting in Seoul (top), TIMSS & PIRLS staff who double as ERME 

PhD students (bottom left) and Dr. Michael O. Martin in Hong Kong (bottom right). 

 



   
Pictured above: PIRLS 2016 National Research Coordinators Meeting in Hong Kong (top 
left), SMIRC meeting in Seoul (top right), TIMSS 2015 National Research Coordinators 

Meeting in Québec City (bottom left) and TIMSS & PIRLS staff who double as ERME PhD 
students (bottom right). 

Professional Accomplishments  
 

Congratulations to Dr. Zhushan (Mandy) Li on her tenured promotion to 
associate professor! 

 

 

 

To see ERME faculty and students surprise Dr. Li with a celebration of her 
tenure, click the video above! 

*********************************************************************
**************** 

Congratulations Recent ERME PhDs! (click on names below for abstracts) 

Stephanie Chappe 
Title: How Campus Housing Impacts College Experiences and Outcomes for 

Traditional Students 
Committee: 

Dr. Larry Ludlow, Chair 

http://www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/schools/lsoe/erme/Chappe%20Dissertation%20Defense.pdf
https://youtu.be/9JzM6jj7cww


Dr. Karen Arnold, Reader 
Dr. Jessica Greene, Reader  

  
Dr. Jessica Greene, ERME PhD alumni, Dr. Karen Arnold, Dr. Stephanie Chappe, and Dr. 

Ludlow (on the laptop!)  

Beth Morton 
Title: The Effect of a Data-Based Instructional Program on Teacher 

Practices: The Roles of Instructional Leadership, School Culture, and 
Teacher Characteristics 

Committee: 
Dr. Henry Braun, Chair 

Dr. Vincent Cho, Reader 
Dr. Lauren Saenz, Reader 

********************************************************************************** 
Marianne Lucas Lescher (ERME PhD Alum 1998) recently traveled to 
Washington DC to accept the Blue Ribbon Award of Excellence for her 
school, Kyrene Traditional Academy in Chandler AZ. Only four schools in 
Arizona received the Blue Ribbon recognition this year, Dr. Lescher's fourth 
year as Principal of the School. The US Department of Education conveys 
this award to the top schools across the nation each year. 
*******************************************************************

************ 

 

On February 3rd, 2016 Dr. Albert E. Beaton (ERME Emeritus Professor - 
pictured below) presented his chapter on the "History of Large-scale 
Group Score Assessment at ETS." The chapter presents a review of ETS's 
work in large-scale group-score assessments and resulting technical 
contributions to the field.  ETS contributions are organized according to 
twelve milestones or major events: early group assessment, NAEP's 
conception,  the Educational Opportunities Survey, NAEP's early days, 
longitudinal studies, SAT score decline, a call for more information, NAEP's 
new design,  NAEP's technical dissemination,  the National Assessment 
Governing Board,  other ETS contributions, and international effects. The 
presentation was followed by comments from ERME PhD Alum Dana L. 
Kelly, International Assessments Branch Chief, National Center for 
Education Statistics, U.S. Dept. of Education.  The presentation was 

http://files.ctctcdn.com/681adb59201/74edf4c2-cec4-4598-b823-71be8ac9b833.pdf


attended by ERME PhD alumni Ann Kennedy, Lead Research Project 
Manager, and Eugenio Gonzalez, Principal Research Project 
Manager, both from the Center for Global Assessment at ETS. 

 
from L to R: Dr. Ann Kennedy, Dr. Dana Kelly, Dr. Al Beaton, Dr. Eugenio Gonzalez 

Professor Henry Braun gave the keynote addresses at the State Innovation 
Conference in Chicago on June 30th and at the National Superintendents 
Round Table annual meeting in San Francisco on July 16th. He also 
testified before the MA Board of Elementary and Secondary Education on 
educator evaluation in Malden on June 27th. 
 
ERME PhD alum Yun Xiang just started her new job as Director of 
Institutional Research & Assessment at University of New Hampshire this 
summer. 
  
ERME PhD student Jorge Mahecha was offered a place and participated in 
the educational innovation track of the Wolfram Summer School held at 
Bentley University from June 18 to July 8. Wolfram Research is the 
company behind Mathematica, a scientific computation software available 
at BC. In the summer school, Jorge developed a tutorial for 
using Mathematica to analyze educational research data. Click here for a 
link to the school.  

 
ERME MEd alum Vera Shao relocated in January to Princeton, New Jersey 
for a new job at Educational Testing Service. She is working at the 
Cognitive, Accessibility, and Technology Sciences Center in Research and 
Development and hopes to see more ERME people here in the future. 
 
Congratulations to ERME doctoral candidates Caroline 
Vuilleumier and Wen-Chia Claire Chang on being awarded the LSOE 
Summer Dissertation Development Grant! 
  
Congratulations to Wen-Chia Claire Chang on receiving the The Donald J. 
White Teaching Excellence Award -  Laboratory/Teaching Assistant 
Awards: Each year the University makes awards for Teaching Excellence to 
underscore and reinforce the importance of teaching excellence at Boston 
College. The laboratory/teaching assistant awards are for students who 
have assisted in laboratories in the sciences, students who assist in 

https://education.wolfram.com/summer/school/


teaching by leading discussion groups, and, in LSOE, for students involved 
in teaching through the supervision of practica students. 
  
Current ERME Doc student Jing Jiang is working as a psychometric intern 
at Measured Progress. Her project is related to a post-equating checking 
process. Her responsibilities include developing an iterative procedure to 
detect item parameter drift in equating items, categorizing item 
parameter drift patterns by analyzing real dataset, conducting a simulation 
study to check the power of the iterative procedure,  
identifying a stable equating set and conducting post-equating check for 
pre-equated tests.  
 
Beninato M, & Professor Larry Ludlow(2016). The Functional Gait 
Assessment in older adults: Validation through Rasch modeling. Physical 
Therapy, 96(4), 456-468 
 
Sinnema C, Professor Larry Ludlow, & Robinson VMJ (2016). Educational 
leadership effectiveness: A Rasch analysis. Journal of Educational 
Administration. 54(3), 305-339.http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/JEA-12-2014-
0140 

Personal Accomplishments 
  

ERME PhD student Courtney Castle writes, "After 4.5 years of dating, Kevin 
and I got engaged on June 26, 2016 during a picnic at the Boston Common. 
We are so excited to plan a wedding, but I promise not to get distracted 
from finishing my dissertation first!" 
  

 
___________________________________________________________________  

ERME PhD student Avery Newton got engaged to Kevin Deisz on the 
summit of Mt. Monadnock on Easter Sunday! They met in the band as 
freshmen at William & Mary and now are planning a July 2017 wedding!  
  

 



ERME alum Nina Zockoff Culbertson and her husband were thrilled to 
welcome the arrival of their daughter Isla in July 2015. Isla is now 1 and 

loves hugs, swimming, and playing catch. Clearly she's kept them on their 
toes, since this announcement is a year late!  

     

___________________________________________________________________ 

ERME PhD alum Terrence J. Lee-St. John married Alexandria Swendsen on 
1/31/16 in Napa, CA. 

  

   
_________________________________________________________________________ 

ERME MEd alum Katie Trefcer married Matthew Chuchul on Saturday, July 
16, 2016 on Long Island, NY. She thanks everyone for their best wishes! 

The couple also enjoyed their honeymoon on a cruise to Bermuda. 
  

   
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ERME MEd student Caroline Prendergast writes, "My wonderful partner, 
Taylor, proposed on July 15th by hanging a ring off of a pint of ice cream. 
We will be making things official in 2017! We are looking forward to a life 

full of love and probably a lot more ice cream"  

   
 
 

In Memoriam  
I'm very sorry to inform you of the news that Dr. John Jensen, a former 
Associate Professor of Education in the Lynch School from 1965-2003, 

passed away on July 7. Dr. Ludlow writes, "Dr. Jensen was an early and 
influential member of the ERME department and he was a good mentor 

for me in my early years in ERME. This link provides a nice summary of his 
association with Boston College and ERME.  

Remember him well, John was a good friend."  
  

  

 Contact ERME at Boston College 
 

Dr. Larry Ludlow, larry.ludlow@bc.edu, Department Chair  
Jillian Gomolka, jillian.gomolka@bc.edu, Admin. Assistant 

formatting by James Hutchison, ERME MS student 
 

Boston College, Lynch School of Education  
Campion Hall, Room 336  

140 Commonwealth Avenue  
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 617-552-2072  

www.bc.edu/erme    

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/bostonglobe/obituary.aspx?pid=180615568
http://www.bc.edu/erme

