
 
 

 
Sinclair gets $100K to develop program to help 
students graduate 

 Sunday, July 7, 2013 

By Meagan Pant - Staff Writer  

Sinclair Community College will invest $300,000 to pilot a program that will connect students 
with the resources they need to overcome barriers in their lives and graduate. 

The college will also receive $100,000 from the Mathile Family Foundation in Dayton to adapt 
the “City Connects” program from a model that aids students in kindergarten through high 
school to one that helps adults pursuing higher education. The Boston College-based program 
has already had success at Dayton’s Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic School and at Chaminade-
Julienne Catholic High School. 

Sinclair will begin with 130 students this fall. The college will first assess what the students’ 
needs are — which could be academic or personal — and then connect them with resources on 
campus or in the community, said Kathleen Cleary, associate provost for student success at 
Sinclair. 

“It could make a huge difference,” she said. 

The program has promise for community college students because 40 percent of those who drop 
out have an A or B average, Clearly said. So, “what we know in those cases is it’s not an 
academic reason that student is dropping out. It’s because life gets in the way,” she said. 

Through City Connects, Sinclair could, for instance, help a homeless student find housing, and 
then follow up to ensure they got the resources they need, she said. 

In the future, the program will be expanded to more Sinclair students and could be a model for 
colleges everywhere. 

“We believe the City Connects program at Sinclair will transform lives by helping more students 
graduate, enter the workforce, and contribute to the economic success of our community,” said 
Greg Edwards, executive director of the Mathile Family Foundation. 

Dayton will be unique because the program will be offered to students from kindergarten through 
college through three schools. 



 
 
“There’s no other place in the country that’s connecting services to students like we are in 
Dayton,” said Chaminade-Julienne Principal John Marshall. “It’s a tremendous accomplishment. 
It’s going to be a national example of how to serve kids.” 

Now entering its fourth year of running the program, Chaminade-Julienne has reduced the rate 
its students leave between ninth and 10th grade from about 7 percent before City Connects to 
about 1 percent now, Marshall said. He added that more students are applying to college and 
getting accepted to more rigorous schools. 

Marshall said students’ needs are assessed every year and adjusted. He added the program is 
successful because of the “makes sense factor.” 

“Instead of the tradition model of a guidance counselor doing everything, we connect the 
resources to the students and families to help them be successful,” Marshall said. “It could be 
anywhere from learning needs, to addressing a dietary problem, to connecting them with a local 
music lesson.” 

“It makes sense to address the social and emotion needs of students,” he said. 
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