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City Connects Expands in Boston with Grant from the Charles Hayden Foundation 

Student support model now active in 18 Boston Public Schools 

September 17, 2013—Chestnut Hill, MA—City Connects has expanded into two additional Boston Public 
Schools for the 2013-14 academic year, made possibly by a grant from the Charles Hayden Foundation. 

The Hayden Foundation has been a lead funder of City Connects since its inception. This support enables 
City Connects to implement its model of optimized student support in the Orchard Gardens K-8 School 
in Boston’s Roxbury neighborhood and the Sarah Greenwood K-8 School in Dorchester.  

City Connects is a student support program that uses an evidence-based approach to collaborate with 
teachers and school staff in identifying the strengths and needs of every child. Each student is then 
connected to a tailored set of prevention, intervention, and enrichment services in the community or 
school. Developed at Boston College’s Lynch School of Education in 2001, City Connects addresses the 
out-of-school factors that can impede academic achievement, especially those factors exacerbated by 
poverty. Students in City Connects schools experience significant improvement in academic 
achievement and thriving. With this expansion, City Connects will be serving 18 Boston Public Schools in 
2013-14.  

“We are pleased that our support will allow more students in Boston Public Schools to be connected to 
the services and enrichment activities they need to succeed in school,” said Kenneth D. Merin, President 
and CEO of the Charles Hayden Foundation. “City Connects’ results show long-term positive effects for 
students, which aligns with the Hayden Foundation’s mission to help at-risk youth reach their full 
potential.” 

The Charles Hayden Foundation seeks to promote the mental, moral and physical development of 
children and youth ages 5 to 18 in the metropolitan area of New York and the City of Boston. The 
foundation’s focus is on those institutions and programs serving youth most at risk of not reaching their 
full potential, especially youth in low-income communities.  

About City Connects 
Developed at Boston College’s Lynch School of Education in 2001, City Connects is an evidence-based 
approach to student support active in 18 Boston Public and 9 Springfield, MA, schools that ensures that 
all children engage and learn in school by connecting each child with a tailored set of prevention, 
intervention, and enrichment services. By leveraging the resources of community agencies, City 
Connects works efficiently within the existing framework of schools and society to alleviate barriers to 
learning, especially those barriers posed by poverty. Read the City Connects blog at 
blog.CityConnects.org or follow City Connects on Twitter @CityConnects. 
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