
 
 

Sinclair and Partners to Launch Innovative College Completion Initiative 
 

Supported by Mathile Family Foundation and in Collaboration with Boston’s City Connects Program 
 
DAYTON, OH – July 1, 2013—Sinclair College is pleased to announce the launch of an innovative student 
success initiative that will partner with national thought leaders towards the goal of increasing student 
success and ultimately college completion. The initiative is an adaptation of a successful K-12 student 
support model used in Boston College’s City Connects program. Sinclair will invest $300,000 in the 
project and the Mathile Family Foundation has already invested $100,000 with the potential of 
additional funding in the future.    
  
“This City Connects project is another example of Sinclair using powerful data capabilities and our 
partnerships with national thought leaders to reshape our college and to impact students’ lives for the 
better,” Sinclair President Steve Johnson said. “The work done by the Boston College City Connects 
project is some of the most impressive research I’ve ever seen and I am tremendously excited about 
how to use those same capabilities to improve student learning and student lives at Sinclair and at 
community colleges across the nation.” 
  
City Connects is based on the premise that for students to learn and thrive, educational institutions 
must systematically address the everyday life challenges that impact achievement. In the adaptation 
with Sinclair, City Connects will identify the strengths and needs of students and connect them to 
support services at Sinclair and within the community. The goals of this initiative are to help more 
students complete their certifications and to scale this model for application in other community 
colleges.  
  
“We are excited about the opportunity to work with Sinclair and our long-time partners, the Mathile 
Family Foundation, to create a seamless K-14 system of student support,” said Mary E. Walsh, Ph.D., 
Executive Director of City Connects and the Kearns Professor of Urban Education and Innovative 
Leadership at Boston College’s Lynch School of Education. “This initiative represents two institutions of 
higher education coming together to support students in completing their college degree.”  
  
“The Mathile Family strongly believes that education is the greatest social and economic equalizer,” said 
Greg Edwards, Executive Director of the Mathile Family Foundation.  “We believe the City Connects 
program at Sinclair will transform lives by helping more students graduate, enter the workforce, and 
contribute to the economic success of our community.” 

Local research in the Dayton area has shown that an associate degree is worth approximately $167,000 
in increased earnings over a high school diploma within a ten year period. These types of data prove 
that investments and partnerships which result in college completion have a huge impact on our 
economy and on the lives of students and their families. 

About Sinclair Community College: 
Sinclair is recognized as a local and national leader in delivering high-quality and affordable higher 
education. One of the oldest and best known community colleges in the nation, Sinclair is also a board 
member of the prestigious League for Innovation in the Community College. Sinclair offers over 170 
accredited degrees and certificates and is the Ohio leader of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 



 
 
supported Completion by Design project and recently received a $12 million grant from the Department 
of Labor to develop a new model for distance learning in the information technology field.  
  
About City Connects: 
Developed at Boston College’s Lynch School of Education in 2001, City Connects is an evidence-based 
approach to student support active in more than 40 urban schools that ensures that all children engage 
and learn in school by connecting each child with a tailored set of prevention, intervention, and 
enrichment services. By leveraging the resources of community agencies, City Connects works efficiently 
within the existing framework of schools and society to alleviate barriers to learning, especially those 
barriers imposed by poverty. Visit the City Connects website at ww.cityconnects.org, read the City 
Connects blog at blog.CityConnects.org, or follow City Connects on Twitter @CityConnects. 
  
About the Mathile Family Foundation: 
The Mathile Family Foundation is a multi-generational philanthropic foundation established by MaryAnn 
and Clay Mathile in 1989. The Foundation provides funding for nonprofit organizations that serve 
children and families in need. For nearly 25 years, the Mathile Family has created opportunities 
designed to transform the lives of children and improve the quality of life in the Dayton region. 
www.mathilefamilyfoundation.org. 
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