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Do you have any  
news you would like  
to share with us? 
 

Please feel free to submit 
personal accomplish-
ments, current employ-
ment status, and profes-
sional accomplishments 
(articles, research grants, 
etc.) We’d love to see 
what you are up to! 

 

In This Issue… 
 

 Alumni Fulbright 
Scholars 

 Dissertations 
 Accomplishments 
 TIMSS/PIRLS Up-

date 
 Lunch & Learn 

Recap 
  

...and more!!! 

ERME now has an official 

Linkedin group! Current  

students, alumni and faculty of 

the Educational Research, 

Measurement and Evaluation 

program at Boston College are 

invited to join our professional 

networking group,  

“Educational Research,  

Measurement and  

Evaluation (ERME) at  

Boston College” 

Feel free to use this space to 

post job opportunities,  

network, share articles, and 

other relevant information. 

Fall  2012  
Course Schedule  

http://www.bc.edu/content/dam/

files/offices/stserv/soc/

SOC_March_2012.pdf 

The Fulbright Scholar Program, established in 1946  
through Senator J. William Fulbright and sponsored by the  
U.S. Department of State, is the largest international  
exchange program in the United States. The program aims to  
investigate and examine the educational differences of other  
countries in relation to the United States. Fulbright currently  
extends itself to 155 countries, from Afghanistan to  
Zimbabwe. The Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program gives  
scholars the opportunity to teach, conduct research, and encounter the education system in other coun-
tries. Fulbright teachers are also able to share opinions and ideas in developing solutions to internation-
al educational issues. Scholars chosen to receive Fulbright grants must be exceptional in both their 
academic achievements and leadership skills.  
 
Two of our own ERME Alumni, Dr. Catherine Horn and Dr. Susan Gracias have been awarded Ful-
bright Scholarships this year. Dr. Horn is currently an Associate Professor in the Department of Educa-
tional Psychology at the University of Houston. She recently left to spend five months in Santiago, 
Chile, where she will be teaching and conducting research involving, “Comprehensive Access and 
Outcomes: Modeling the Impacts on Student-Level Outcomes of Attention to Resourcing Tertiary Edu-
cation Opportunities for Underserved Students.” She plans on spending much time in the Catholic 
University of Chile, which has been successful in providing opportunities for low-income students.  
 
Dr. Gracias, the Director of Assessment at Simmons College, plans to experience her teacher ex-
change opportunity in Peru, most likely in the spring of 2013. Dr. Gracias will be researching classroom 
assessment-related professional competencies, licensing requirements and training for Peruvian teach-
ers, the assessment experiences of students in schools, and the relationship between assessment 
practice and student achievement. As well as conducting research, she will teach 1-2 courses on edu-
cational measurement, research design, classroom assessment, survey design, program evaluation, 
education policy, and/or testing.   
 
ERME wishes to offer both ERME alumni congratulations and to enjoy your adventures in Chile and 
Peru! 

 

By: Suzie Scordino  
Sources: fulbrightteacherexhchange.org; us.fulbrightonline.org; http://www.coe.uh.edu/ 

http://www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/offices/stserv/soc/SOC_March_2012.pdf
http://www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/offices/stserv/soc/SOC_March_2012.pdf
http://www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/offices/stserv/soc/SOC_March_2012.pdf
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Publications 

Awards & Dissertations 
 

 

Professor Saenz was recently 

published in the Review of Re-

search Literature, an official jour-

nal of the American Educational 

Research Association. Dr. Saenz 

and Michele Moses’s article “When 

the Majority Rules: Ballot Initiatives, 

Race-Conscious Education Policy, 

and the Public Good” can be found 

here at http://rre.sagepub.com/

cgi/content/full/36/1/113. 

Professor Ludlow and researchers, 

H.M. Dumas, M.A. Fragala-Pinkham, 

S.M. Haley, P. Ni, W. Coster, J.M. Kra-

mer, Y.C. Kao, and R. Moed were pub-

lished in PubMed.gov. The publication 

is titled, Computer adaptive test per-

formance in children with and with-

out disabilities: prospective field 

study of the PEDI- CAT., under 

the subject of “Disability Rehabilita-

tion.”  

Check it out! 

Josh Tobias, doctoral student in 

ERME, was published along side 

colleagues at Brandeis in the 

Journal of Jewish Communal Ser-

vice. Information on the article 

“Opening the Black Box: Les-

sons from Research on Immer-

sive Jewish Service Learning 

Programs for Young Adults” can 

be found here. 

 

Professor Laura O’Dwyer was chosen as a winner of the 

Teaching with New Media Award. Students at Boston Col-

lege were asked to nominate instructors whose use of tech-

nology in and outside of the classroom has enriched their 

learning experience. Out of the 149 instructors identified, 

the Instructional Design and eTeaching Services (IDeS) 

have chosen 5 outstanding winners to receive this award. 

Professor O’Dwyer and the other winners will receive their 

awards and a fun technology prize on 

May 16th during the eTeaching Day 

event. 

New Media Award 

 
 

Professor Mandy Li has been awarded with three prestigious 
awards for her dissertation “Log-linear Models as Item Re-
sponse Models.” The awards include the 2011 AERA Divi-
sion D Outstanding Quantitative Dissertation Award, the 
2012 APA Division 5 Distinguished Dissertation Award, 

and the 2012 Brenda Loyd Dissertation Award for outstand-
ing dissertation in the field of educational measurement 

(NCME).  As part of the APA Division 5 Distinguished Dis-
sertation Award she will deliver an address at the symposium 
in which the award will be presented at the 2012 APA con-
vention. A detailed article on this accomplish can be found 
here http://www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/lsoe/about/

news/2012/Mandi_Li.html. 

Dissertation Awards 

 
 

 

Congratulations to  Dr. Caroline Wang, Dr. Ga-

brielle Stanco, and Dr. Jessica Brown on suc-

cessfully defending their dissertations! Click on 

the student’s name for abstract details.  

Yang (Caroline) Wang 
Title: Measuring Value-Added in Non Cog-

nitive Learning Outcomes in Higher Educa-
tion Institutions: A Civic  
Engagement Perspective 

Readers on Dissertation Committee:  
Dr. Henry Braun (chair) 

Dr. Laura O’Dwyer 
Dr. Karen Arnold 

Gabrielle Stanco 
Title: Using TIMSS 2007 Data to  

Examine STEM School Effectiveness Fac-
tors in an International Context  

Readers on Dissertation Committee:  
Dr. Ina Mullis (chair) 

Dr. Michael Martin 
Dr. Katherine McNeill 

Jessica Brown 
Title: The Teacher Attitudes Toward Home-
less Students Scale: Development and Vali-

dation  
Readers on Dissertation Committee:  

Dr. Larry Ludlow (chair) 
Dr. Laura O’Dwyer 

Dr. Eric Dearing 
Dr. Wendy Vaulton 

Dissertations 

Congratulations 

http://rre.sagepub.com/cgi/content/full/36/1/113?etoc
http://rre.sagepub.com/cgi/content/full/36/1/113?etoc
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21988750
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21988750
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21988750
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21988750
http://repairlabs.org/lessons-research-on-immersive-jewish-service-learning/2341
http://repairlabs.org/lessons-research-on-immersive-jewish-service-learning/2341
http://repairlabs.org/lessons-research-on-immersive-jewish-service-learning/2341
http://repairlabs.org/lessons-research-on-immersive-jewish-service-learning/2341
http://www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/lsoe/about/news/2012/Mandi_Li.html
http://www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/lsoe/about/news/2012/Mandi_Li.html
http://www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/lsoe/about/news/2012/Mandi_Li.html
http://www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/schools/lsoe/Jill%20ERME%20Files/Caroline_Wang_Dissertation.pdf
http://www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/schools/lsoe/Jill%20ERME%20Files/Gabrielle_Stanco_Dissertation.pdf
http://www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/schools/lsoe/Jill%20ERME%20Files/Jessica_Brown_Dissertation.pdf
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Exciting News 

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Update 

 

Kara Smith (PhD, class of 2011) was  
married to Talon McWilliams on  

December 3, 2011 in Lake Placid, New 
York.  Shortly after the wedding, she  

accepted a position as a Research Scientist at 
the College 

Board,  working 
in the Research 
& Development 
Department on 
the Evaluation 

& Research 
team.  She pri-

marily works out 
of Newtown, PA 
but also has an 
office in New 

York, NY. 

Our former Administrative Assistant 
and M. Ed. graduate Tracy Lituri 

McMahon, and her husband Kevin are 
happy to announce the birth 

of Bennett Paul McMahon.  Bennett 
was born on March 14, 2012 at 1:40 
PM, weighing 7 lbs 10 oz and is 20 

inches long.  Everyone is healthy and 
doing great.    

•March 2012• 
 

The TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center continues steady progress toward the De-

cember release of the 2011 TIMSS and PIRLS results reporting international trends in mathematics, 

science, and reading achievement. We recently completed our review of the item analysis for the 

1,000 mathematics, science, and reading items that make up the TIMSS and PIRLS assessments. 

Overall, the item by item review for each country showed the achievement items performed very 

well. Our preliminary psychometric scaling results have been independently confirmed by Educa-

tional Testing Services (ETS) as a quality control check and we are ready to embark on the produc-

tion of the TIMSS and PIRLS 2011 achievement scales. In total, this work will yield 40 different 

achievement scales, including the TIMSS mathematics and science overall achievement scales at 

grades 4 and 8, the PIRLS and prePIRLS overall achievement scales at grade 4, as well as scales for 

each of the content and cognitive subdomains. 

 

Article written by Katie Drucker, Senior Research Associate at TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center  

It’s a boy! 
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Please save  WEDNESDAY, MAY 16th 

for the ERME Job 
Fair & Career  
Workshop from  

11-3 pm. More  

details to come 

soon! 
 

We are working 

hard to provide 

both an alumni 

career experience 

panel, as well as 

employer tables for ERME-related jobs. 

If you have any recommendations, sug-

gestions or would like to help with the 

planning, please contact Jill. 

ERME Job Fair 

Good Luck to Every-

one presenting at 

AERA!  

Be sure to check out 

ERME’s 2012 AERA 

Guide, where you’ll 

find information on 

presentations, places 

to go, and more!  

ERME at AERA 

 Thank you everyone who attended the Brown Bag 

lunch seminar led by Dr. Lauren Saenz. 

 A group of 15 ERME students and faculty met on 

March 28th to discuss and learn about the topic of 

“Democratic Perspective on Research: Positioning evalua-

tion as a public good”. Dr. Saenz, whose research is focused 

on deliberate democratic approach to program evaluation, 

shared her insight, knowledge, and experience on the topic. 

She primarily emphasized the importance of attaining equal 

and free participation in evaluation process from all stake-

holders and suggested that one way to achieve this purpose 

is to develop practices that would mitigate power imbalanc-

es among the stakeholders.    

 Additionally, during this process, she also men-

tioned the importance of using mixed methods research 

techniques to harness the information from various re-

sources in the best efficient way possible. Several questions 

were raised by the attendees including challenges in main-

taining a healthy genuine deliberation among stakeholders 

while holding down strategic bargaining, and whether a 

democratic program evaluation can take place in societies 

where democracy is not yet well developed.   

 Dr. Saenz also talked about some of the recent re-

search she has been conducting on the affirmative action in 

public higher education admissions and the impact of poli-

cies in States which now eliminated affirmative action. 

     Article by Bercem 

“LUNCH & LEARN”: RECAP OF  
PROFESSOR SAENZ’S DISCUSSION ON  

DEMOCRATIC PERSPECTIVE ON RESEARCH 

GEA News 
Thank you to everyone who attended in the GEA 

bowling event at Jillian’s in February! A special con-

gratulations to Todd Reeves and Terry Lee St. 

John who won first and second place  

respectively within the ERME group. 
Good Luck on Finals ERME!  

We're almost done with the Spring 2012 semester. At 

this point, many of us are gearing up for the finals and 

looking forward to the summer! I hope you all had a 

great semester and that it ends on a positive note for 

all of you! I also would like to extend our congratula-

tions to our friends (Caroline, Gabriele, and Jess) who 

recently have defended their dissertations and gradu-

ating from the program. We wish you the best of luck 

in all of your future endeavors!  —Bercem 

From Our Student Rep... 

ERME Community 
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Thank you to everyone who attended  the GEA bowl-

ing event this February at Jillian’s in Fenway! A spe-

cial congratulations to Todd Reeves who won first 

place and Terry Lee St. John who won second 

place within the ERME group. 
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617-552-2072 
 

Jillian Gomolka 
Administrative Assistant 
jillian.gomolka@bc.edu 

 

Suzie Scordino  
Undergraduate Research Fellow 

scordins@bc.edu 
 

For past newsletters and more  
information, please visit: 

http://www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/lsoe/
academics/departments/erme/community.html 

 

 

The foods you eat can help you with studying by improving brain function. Certain foods 
boost your energy and mental abilities.  
 

Protein 
Protein foods release the amino acid tyrosine into the bloodstream. 
When tyrosine reaches the brain, it increases the production of chemi-
cals such as dopamine and epinephrine to boost mental alertness and 
energy.  
-fish with omega-3 fatty acids, such as herring, salmon, tuna, halibut. Meat contains iron 
along with protein to help supply the brain with oxygen to increase concentration. Yogurt, 
milk, cheese, and other calcium-rich dairy products  

 

Fruits and Vegetables 
Fruits and vegetables contain substances that improve brainpower.  Avo-
cados citrus fruits, such as oranges and pineapples, cantaloupes, water-
melon, plums, peaches, cherries, apples, grapes and strawberries. Leafy 
green vegetables Eat cabbage, turnips, Brussels sprouts, broccoli, collard 
greens, cauliflower, spinach, carrots and red peppers.  

 

Nuts and Seeds 
Nuts rich in vitamins E and B6, folic acid and omega-3 fatty acids have memory-boosting 
powers.  almonds, walnuts, hazelnuts, cashews, Flaxseeds and Dry sunflower seeds are some 
good choices.  
 

Carbohydrates 
Carbohydrates release the amino acid tryptophan, which increases levels of 
serotonin in the brain, which provides calming effects.  Whole grains stimu-
late the brain by improving blood flow to the brain. Choose whole-grain 
bread, cereal and pasta, oatmeal, brown rice, barley and popcorn. Legumes, 
fruits and vegetables also contain carbohydrates. Carbohydrates might be 
best later in the evening during the latter part of studying. The increased 
serotonin from carbohydrates will help you sleep better. 
Avoid refined grains found in processed foods, which can cause lethargy.  
 
Source: http://www.livestrong.com/article/358437-best-brain-food-for-studying/#ixzz1rZbaNT6O 

GOOD LUCK WITH FINAL EXAMS!!! 

Way to go Eagles! 
Boston College Hockey Wins the 

2012 National Title. 

Eagles capture third NCAA  

Championship in five years with  

4-1 win over Ferris State. 

 

Check out the 

colorful 2012  

Getting to Know 

ERME  

booklet to learn 

more about cur-

rent ERME stu-

dents' personal 

and  

academic inter-

ests, as well as experiences within 

ERME. Many thanks to all the stu-

dents that completed our survey! 

Getting to Know ERME 

Just for Fun... 

http://www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/lsoe/academics/departments/erme/community.html
http://www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/lsoe/academics/departments/erme/community.html
http://www.livestrong.com/article/358437-best-brain-food-for-studying/#ixzz1rZbaNT6O

