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This past year, we have expanded our horizons as a Law School
community by putting special emphasis on building our re-
gional alumni chapters. I have traveled to Philadelphia, New

York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, DC, San Diego, Miami, Tampa,
and London (in fact, I am writing this column on a plane to London
for an alumni reception) to meet with alumni, often in the company
of the dean or a faculty member. I’m enjoying getting to
know our alumni, individually and as chapters.

With the help of Alumni Board member David De-
laney ’03 and many volunteers on the ground, we’ve
created a Chapter Planning Guide for use by chapter
leaders across the country. We’ve instituted a monthly
Chapter Leader conference call and a listserv so that
they can share ideas and stories about what’s going on
in their areas. This year, we’ve held more than twenty-
five alumni events across the country and overseas, including the
first-ever Asian alumni event in Hong Kong.

So why are we doing all of this? First of all, the geographic make-
up of our alumni body is much different now from the way it was
just a few years ago. For instance, today we actually have more alum-
ni out in California than just down the road in Rhode Island.

Second, we want our alumni to stay connected to the Law School
and to each other, no matter where they end up after graduation.
Alumni can rely on each other for referrals, professional networking,
or socializing, all of which becomes more important the farther away
they are from Boston. For the benefit of the Law School and our stu-
dents, alumni who remain connected help us by volunteering, mentor-
ing, hiring students, and supporting the school financially. It’s really a
win-win situation, which is why we are making it a priority. 

Take a moment to visit your Chapter Page on BC LawNet
(www.bc.edu/lawnet) to see which BC Law alums are in your area,
and what’s going on in your chapter. Whether it’s in Boston or else-
where, I’m certain that you will enjoy connecting with each other—
just like you did in Law School. 

Christine Kelly ’97
Assistant Dean for Alumni Relations

MOMENTS OF CLARITY: VOICES 
FROM THE FRONT LINE OF ADDICTION

AND RECOVERY
(William Morrow, an imprint 

of HarperCollins Publishers, 2009)
By Christopher Kennedy Lawford ’83

After the success of his 2005 memoir of
drug addiction and the long haul back to
sobriety, Symptoms of Withdrawal, the last
thing Christopher Kennedy Lawford want-
ed to write was another book about recov-
ery. But while promoting Symptoms, he
met many people desperate for reassurance
that change is possible. So he set out to col-
lect the stories of people he knew who had
been addicts and had experienced a life-
changing “moment of clarity.” 

It comes as no surprise to find many
boldface names among the forty-three
souls who agreed to be interviewed. (Law-
ford is the son of Hollywood actor Peter
Lawford and President John F. Kennedy’s
sister Patricia.) His contributors include
Susan Cheever, Judy Collins, Richard Drey-
fuss, Jamie Lee Curtis, Malachy McCourt,
and Martin Sheen. Their stories show, as
Lawford notes, “First, beauty, talent,
strength and success do not immunize you
from addiction. And second, you can
recover from terrible trauma and addic-
tion—and not just survive, but thrive.” 

MANAGING RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH INDUSTRY: A PHYSICIAN’S 

COMPLIANCE MANUAL
(Academic Press, 2008)

By Steven C. Schachter, William 
Mandell ’86, L. Scott Harshbarger, and

Randall Grometstein

What are the new “rules of the road” as
they apply to financial relationships
between physicians and the healthcare
industry? Managing Relationships with
Industry is the first comprehensive guide to
what former Massachusetts Attorney Gen-
eral Scott Harshbarger describes in his
Foreword as “the real-world tensions and

The Year of the Chapter
Priority placed on expanding alumni network
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problems faced regularly by physicians,
healthcare institutions, and medical soci-
eties in their interactions with the drug
and device industries.” 

With its roundup of legal sources,
summary of recent prosecutions, consid-
eration of professional and trade associa-
tion standards, exploration of ethics, and
guidance on adopting effective compli-
ance plans, the book is a roadmap
through the shifting terrain that doctors
navigate between conflicts of interest
and doing the best for their patients,
under increasing regulatory and media
scrutiny. “This book provides physi-
cians, lawyers and the public with an
invaluable review of the ethical and legal
issues raised by physician-industry rela-
tionships, and a practical guide to ethi-
cally sound guidelines and policies,”
writes Lachlan Forrow, president of The
Albert Schweitzer Fellowship.

MURDER IN MYKONOS
(Poisoned Pen Press, 2009)

By Jeffrey Siger ’69

The Greek-language version of this mur-
der mystery debut by attorney-turned-
novelist Jeffrey Siger topped best-seller
lists in Greece in the summer of 2008.
Now American readers too can follow
the adventures of homicide detective
Andreas Kaldis as he tracks a serial mur-
derer across the freewheeling, hard-par-
tying island of Mykonos. When the bod-

ies and bones of murdered female
tourists start showing up in remote
mountain churches, Kaldis, an Athenian
outsider, has to quickly master local pol-
itics, customs, and personalities if he is to
stop the case degenerating into an
unseemly media circus.

Siger first visited Mykonos as a
tourist, and has made his home there for
twenty-five years, apart from the months
he spends on his New York farm. After a
career as a New York City lawyer, Siger
made the transition to his second act as
island-dwelling novelist. 

So far, the switch seems to be paying
off. Murder in Mykonos has attracted
attention in Publishers Weekly and
Kirkus Reviews. A sequel, Assassins in
Athens, will be published in Greece later
this year, and Siger is already at work on
a third novel.

Also New and Noteworthy

Larry Goanos ’87 has penned Claims
Made & Reported: A Journey Through
D&O, E&O, and Other Professional
Lines of Insurance (New York: Soho
Publishing, 2008, available at www.six
thandspringbooks.com), a compendium
of tales of “colorful characters and
groundbreaking companies” in the
insurance industry. 

In Unquenchable: American’s Water
Crisis and What to Do About It (Island
Press, 2009), University of Arizona Law
Professor Robert Glennon ’69 reveals
the extravagances and waste that are
sucking America dry. He argues that we
cannot engineer our way out of the prob-
lem with the usual fixes or schemes to
tow icebergs from Alaska or divert the
Mississippi to Nevada. Glennon’s
answer to the hard choices ahead is a
provocative market-based system that
values water as a commodity and a fun-
damental human right.

—Jane Whitehead
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1 Michael Mone ’67 with scholar Marcus Hughes ’09;
2 John ’62, Claire, and Raymond Kenney ’58 with
Kate Garvey and scholar Michael Garvey ’10; 3 scholar
Jonathan Roses ’09, Susan and Robert Tobin ’64, and
scholars Igor Helman ’10 and Patrick Driscoll ’11; 
4 David Weinstein ’75 with scholars Nicole Karlbach
’09 and Jeffrey Glick ’11; and 5 scholars William
Monigan ’10 and Katherine Connolly ’11 with Ray
Mancini and scholar Marissa Dungey ’09.
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A Heart to Heart
LUKEY OFFERS ADVICE TO WOMEN LAWYERS

The Boston College Women’s Law
Center named Joan Lukey ’74
“Woman of the Year” at its

annual reception on March 19. Lukey, a
partner in the litigation department at
Ropes & Gray, is president-elect of the
American College of Trial Lawyers, the
first woman to hold that position.

Lukey used her keynote address to
offer advice to the fifty female law stu-
dents in attendance. “I’m going to tell you
some things I wish someone had told me
when I started practicing law,” she said.

She first applauded the progress BC
Law has made in closing the gender gap,
noting that she was one of only twenty
women in her graduating class of more
than 200 students. “There are so many
wonderful women at the Law School
now. We are heading in the right direc-
tion,” she said. “But there are still areas
where progress needs to be made,” sin-
gling out in particular the lingering gen-
der imbalance on the federal bench in the
Commonwealth.

Lukey, whose daughter was in atten-
dance, next argued that, while men too
struggle to balance their careers with fam-
ily life, women still shoulder most of the
burden of childcare. But most women
wouldn’t want it any other way, she
added. “We choose to be the primary par-
ent. We are good at nurturing,” she said.
“But none of that means you can’t suc-
ceed in the law.”

Her next piece of advice was an
intimidating one: “It is time to start for-
mulating the plan for the rest of your
career.” Lukey spoke from experience.
Coming out of law school, she knew she

wanted to be in the courtroom, but was
clueless about the various sub-specialties
of trial lawyering. As a result, her superi-
ors picked a specialty for her: employ-
ment law. After some success in the field,
Lukey said she quickly became typecast
as an employment litigator. Because of
this initial misstep, Lukey said that “it
took fifteen years before I found myself
getting called on for the kinds of cases I
really wanted to be trying.”

Lukey advised women to time begin-
ning a family so as to minimize interfer-
ence with their careers, and to take full
advantage of new technology that makes
working from home feasible. She also
emphasized the importance of finding a
supportive spouse.

Many in the audience described
themselves as moved by Lukey’s speech.
“Joan was a fantastic orator. I was a bit
in awe of her in that respect,” said Kelli
Powell ’11.

Lukey graduated cum laude from
Boston College Law School in 1974. She
was the editor of the Environmental
Affairs Law Review, a member of the
National Moot Court Championship
Team, and the first woman selected as
Best Oral Advocate at the National
Moot Court Competition.

—Jan Wolfe ’11
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1 Awardee Christopher Mansfield ’75; 2 guests the
Hon. Edward Ginsburg, Elaine Epstein, and Christopher
Morrison ’01; 3 Dean John Garvey and Law Day
Committee Chair George Field ’78 (2nd and 3rd from
left, respectively), with awardees, from left, Dennis
Lalli ’77, Richard Cohen ’72, Mark Warner ’89, Meg
Connolly ’70, Thomas Miller ’79, Elizabeth Cremens ’74,
David Donohue ’71, and Christopher Mansfield ’75; 
4 students Matthew Mauntel ’10, Claire Urban ’10, and
Matthew Kalmick ’10; and 5 Meg Connolly receiving a
standing ovation for the St. Thomas More Award.PH
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Unconventional Careers
STUDENTS LEARN FROM ALUMNI WHO CHOSE BUSINESS JOB PATHS

The Law School’s
Business and
Law Society

(BLS) held a number 
of events this year
designed to allow stu-
dents to meet alumni 
in business. 

One highlight of the semester was the
fourth annual banquet in April, at which
the Outstanding Alumnus Award was
bestowed on Perot Systems’ James Champy
’68 and the Faculty Award for Inspirational
Achievement in Business and Law was 
given to Professor Brian Quinn.

Champy, chairman of Perot Systems
Corporation’s Consulting Practice, was
also the banquet’s keynote speaker. His
address followed in the tradition of talks

conducted by alumni at several Dean’s
Roundtable lunches during the semester. 

Cabot Corporation’s Brian Berube ’88,
Monotype Imaging’s Janet Dunlap ’93, and
PTC’s Aaron Von Staats ’91 each discussed
his or her work at one of the lunches and
offered advice and insight into careers out-
side of law firms.

Berube, who practiced at Choate Hall
& Stewart before becoming vice president
and general counsel of Cabot Corporation,
a $3.2 billion global specialty chemicals
and materials manufacturing company,
struck similar themes to his colleagues
when he said that working for a company
is challenging and varied in ways that are
different from law firm work. His job
requires more than spotting legal problems
inherent in a proposed transaction, he said.

It also requires providing the business 
solutions that will enable the company to
get the deal done. 

Dunlap, who joined Monotype Imaging
in 2006 as general counsel after a career at
Goodwin Procter, concurred, saying that
being an insider among the decision-mak-
ers means constantly drawing upon new
skills and meeting new challenges. “I like
learning completely different things. At the
end of the day that keeps everything pretty
interesting,” she said.

BLS was also a co-sponsor of a sympo-
sium on the impact of the current financial
crisis on the corporate boardroom and of 
a panel on the government’s stimulus 
package featuring Christian Weller of the 
Center for American Progress and BC Law
Professor Renee Jones.

Business Law Gets a Boost
NEW COURSES ILLUMINATE FINANCIAL CRISIS

It is February 4,
2009, and John
Donovan ’81 stands

at the lectern in a class-
room of about a dozen
BC Law students. 

The Dow Jones
Industrial Average has

just dropped below 8000 in a freefall that
will continue into the 6000s in the weeks 
to come. 

In Washington, President Obama is
readying a massive $1.5 trillion bailout
plan. 

In short, the country’s finances are a
mess. And Donovan is here to lend some
business perspective.

Actually, Donovan, a partner at Ropes
& Gray, was one of fourteen guest lectur-
ers, among them five alumni, participating
in a new course offered last semester, “The-
ory and Practice in Business Decision Mak-

ing,” designed by Professor Kent Green-
field to bolster the business curriculum at
the Law School. 

Donovan’s topic, “The Anatomy of a
Deal,” about the 2008 sale of Clear Chan-
nel Communications, had been determined
months before his February lecture, but
it—like most of the topics covered in the
class— took on particular importance in
light of the financial downturn.

Greenfield’s course and a new seven-
week seminar in January and February
called “The Financial Crisis” lead by Dean
John Garvey and former Fidelity Invest-
ments executive David Weinstein ’75, not
only improved BC Law’s business offer-
ings, they also showed that the Law School
could bring the outside world into the
classroom in a timely and relevant fashion.

Crucial to the success of both courses
was the participation of alumni, many of
whom are also part of the Law School’s

Business Advisory Council. 
For Greenfield’s class, Pfizer Animal

Health’s John Bronzo ’74 presented on the
pharma industry; energy executive David
Donohue ’71 brought a case study of a 
natural gas project; Robert Joy ’75 of 
Morgan, Brown & Joy lectured about the
human side of major transactions; and
Ramzi Abadou ’02 of Barroway, Topaz,
Kessler, Meltzer & Cheek discussed share-
holder plaintiffs’ law.

Because it was conceived in direct
response to the nation’s economics, the
“Financial Crisis” class was tailored even
more tightly to current business issues.
Weinstein lectured on manias, panics, and
crashes; Freddie Mac’s Robert Bostrom ’80
talked about the bearing of regulations on
the financial crisis; and bankruptcy and
financial restructuring expert Jeffrey Sabin
’77 mapped the intricate international net-
works affected by the economic meltdown.
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Want to make a difference? Take
this quick quiz to find out how.
Choose the very best answer to

the following question:
As a lawyer, I believe the ideal pro bono

opportunity is one where I can:
• provide legal services to those in need
• help the courts run more smoothly
• interact with law students
• serve in the name of my alma mater
• achieve all of the above in one fell swoop

Okay. We admit that we stacked the
deck. But there really is such a pro bono
opportunity. It’s called the BC Law Day 
of Service. 

Started last fall, the Day of Service
gives BC Law alumni and students an
opportunity to participate in a program 
of the Boston Bar Association’s Volunteer
Lawyers Project (VLP). Through this 
program, called Limited Assistance 
Representation/Courtroom Lawyer for
the Day, volunteers provide legal assis-
tance to people with cases pending in 
family or housing court who cannot
afford to hire an attorney. The idea is that,
by granting lawyers special leave to limit
their pro bono client representation to a
single morning in court, income-qualified
pro se litigants will have increased access
to legal services, and the courts will func-
tion more efficiently. 

BC Law’s involvement with the pro-
gram grew out of alumni interest in pro
bono service. It was arranged by Barbara

Siegel ’89, VLP’s Senior Partner for Justice
manager, and the BC Law Alumni 
Association.

There have been three Days of Service
so far. The most recent took place on April
7 at the Suffolk County Probate and Fam-
ily Court. An email inviting the on-campus
and alumni community to participate this
spring drew three alumni—George Field
’78 of Verrill Dana LLP, employment
lawyer Steve Lewenberg ’68, and Pippa
Gage ’05 of WilmerHale—and six stu-
dents—Sara Farber ’10, Richard Ward
’10, Alexis Ruginis ’10, Victoria Santoro
’10, Jacquelyn Mancini ’10, and Alex
Watson ’09. 

Under VLP auspices, they set up shop
outside the courtroom of Judge Elaine M.
Moriarty ’73. In one of the cases that
morning, forty-year practitioner Lewen-
berg and second-year law student Ward
teamed up to help a litigant prepare for a
hearing. “Now that my career is not pri-
marily engaged towards making a living, I
am trying to give back based on my years
of experience and training as a lawyer,”
Lewenberg says. He was impressed
enough serving as Courtroom Lawyer for
a Day that he’s decided to continue on a
regular basis.

To participate in future Days of Service,
watch your inbox for future notices (regis-
ter for emails at www.bc.edu/lawnet), or
write to bclaw.alumni@bc.edu.

—Jeri Zeder

What a Difference a Day Makes
ALUMS GIVE PRO BONO PROJECT HIGH MARKS
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ROUNDUP

The BC Law Board of Overseers held its

spring meeting May 9. The agenda in-

cluded reports on the economic down-

turn’s impact on the University (provost

Bert Garza), fundraising (advancement

VP Thom Lockerby), and the Law School

(administrative dean Joseph Carroll).

Michael Puzo ’77 gave a primer on

planned gifts. 

In a happy coincidence, both the new

president of the Women’s Bar Associa-

tion, Michelle Peirce ’90, and the new

president of the Women’s Bar Founda-

tion, its sister charitable organization,

Erin Higgins ’91, are BC Law graduates.

Members of the classes of 1959 and

earlier, 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984,

1989, 1994, 1999, and 2004 are invited to

Reunion 2009 over Columbus Day Week-

end, October 8-10. Please log on to

www.bc.edu/lawreunion for information.

Kerry Kennedy ’87 has published her book,

Being Catholic Now: Prominent Americans

Talk About Change in the Church and the

Quest for Meaning (Random House, 2008).

The book contains interviews with thirty-

seven fellow Catholics, among them

newswoman Cokie Roberts, comedian 

Bill Maher, actress Susan Sarandon, 

and writer Anna Quindlen.

The Legal Assistance Bureau continued

its fortieth anniversary celebration with a

founders party at Mintz Levin Cohn

Glovsky & Popeo on May 20. About sev-

enty people gathered to appreciate a

program that is a model for law schools

everywhere.

The BC Law Ambassadors Program

encourages alumni to donate through

friendly competition among local firms.

This year, nine firms took part: Bingham

McCutchen, Choate Hall & Stewart,

Goodwin Procter, Nutter McClennen &

Fish, Ropes & Gray, Mirick O’Connell, K&L

Gates, Brown Rudnick, and Foley Hoag.

Stay tuned for results in the fall issue.

Alumni Assembly to Convene
Gathering is a first for restructured organization

The first Alumni Assembly convened 
by the new Alumni Board takes place
October 9 at the Law School. 

The agenda includes a board business
meeting, a volunteer tribute luncheon for
assembly members, the election of the
board, and a faculty lecture by James
Repetti ’80.

“This is a seminal event for the Law
School,” said Christine Kelly ’97, assistant

dean for alumni relations, “because it
marks the anniversary of the newly consti-
tuted Alumni Association and celebrates
the remarkable achievements of the hun-
dreds of alumni who’ve shown such com-
mitment to BC Law in the past year.”

The board plans and manages the
volunteer activity of the association. The
board meets several times a year; the
assembly will meet annually.



At the BLSA Heritage Dinner March 28, honorees were 1 Ruby Ann Wharton ’69, 2 Professor
Ruth-Arlene Howe, and 3 the Hon. Benjamin Jones ’69; 4 a PILF silent auction board; 5 Robert
Popeo ’61 received the Curtin Public Interest Award at the PILF auction March 26; 6 Bingham
McCutchen hosted an alumni event in London May 12 with special guests (4th from left) Cherie
Blaire, wife of the former prime minister, (5th from left) Professor Sanford Katz, and (far right)
Professor Alan Minuskin; at pre-Commencement activities 7 from left, Federal Reserve Chair 
Ben Bernanke, Richard Campbell ’74, and Robert Brooker III, 8 Edward, Elise ’09, and Elene Kent, 
9 R. Robert Popeo ’61 and LSA President Kelly Reardon ’09, and 10 Barbara and Charles Gulino ’59. 

Photos 1-3 and 5 by Jason Liu; photos 4 and 7-10 by Suzi Camarata
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BC Law Generations
CATHERINE O. MURPHY ’79 WITH HUSBAND GEORGE J. ’79 

AND THEIR SON AND NEW GRADUATE MATTHEW T. MURPHY ’09
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We gladly publish alumni news
and photos. Send submissions to
BC Law Magazine, 885 Centre
St., Newton, MA 02459-1163,
or email to sandervi@bc.edu.

1950s

Hon. Janet Healy Weeks ’58,
retired justice of the Supreme
Court of Guam, was honored
with the 2009 Hustisia Award
presented by the Guam Bar
Association during Internation-
al Law Week in recognition of
her significant contributions to
the island’s justice system. In
her presentation, “Weeks at a
Time,” she shared her histori-
cal perspective on the practice
of law on Guam and develop-
ment of the Guam Judiciary,
including the creation of the
Guam Supreme Court.

1960s

R. Robert Popeo ’61 is the
recipient of the 2009 Mary
Daly Curtin and John J. Curtin
Jr. Award for Public Interest
presented by the BC Law Pub-
lic Interest Law Foundation in
March. He is chairman and
president of Mintz, Levin,
Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky & Popeo
PC in Boston.

Jerry Fitzgerald English ’63 was
named “Land Use Educator of
the Year” by the Urban Land
Institute of Northern New
Jersey for her 23 years of lead-
ership in the environmental
sector. She is an attorney at
Lindabury, McCormick, Es-
tabrook & Cooper PC in Sum-
mit, NJ, and an adjunct instruc-
tor at the New Jersey Institute
of Technology in Newark, NJ.

Norman I. Jacobs ’64 is includ-
ed in Best Lawyers in America
2009 for his practice in family
law. He is a partner at Esdaile,

Barrett & Esdaile in Boston.

Michael J. Balanoff ’67 was
named a 2009
New York “Super
Lawyer” for his
practice in the
areas of bankrupt-
cy and real estate.
He is member of Green &
Seifter Attorneys PLLC in Syra-
cuse, NY.

Alan S. Goldberg ’67 was
appointed by the
Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of
Virginia to a three-
year term on the
Mandatory Contin-
uing Legal Education Board of
the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Robert J. Glennon Jr. ’69 is the
author of the book, Unquench-
able: America’s Water Crisis
and What to Do About It,
published by Island Press in
April. He recently traveled to
Saudi Arabia as a member of a
consulting team to draft a
water code for the country. He
is Morris K. Udall Professor of
Law and Public Policy at the
University of Arizona James E.
Rogers College of Law in 
Tucson, AZ.

1970s

Michael S. Greco ’72 is the
recipient of the Robert F. Dri-
nan Award for Distinguished
Service presented by the Ameri-
can Bar Association Section of
Individual Rights and Respon-
sibilities. He is a partner in the
Boston office of K&L Gates
LLP.

Richard M. Gelb ’73 is co-author,
with Daniel K.
Gelb ’06, of Mass-
achusetts E-Dis-
covery and Evi-
dence: Preserva-
tion Through

Trial, published by MCLE in
May. A partner at Gelb & Gelb
LLP in Boston, he is included
in Best Lawyers in America
2009 for his practice in securi-
ties law.

Stewart F. Grossman ’73 was
named a 2008 Massachusetts
“Super Lawyer” for his prac-
tice in the areas of bankruptcy
and business litigation. He is a
partner at Looney & Grossman
LLP in Boston.

Patricia Ryan Recupero ’73, a
clinical professor of psychiatry
at the Warren Alpert Medical
School of Brown University in
Providence, RI, was elected
president of the American
Academy of Psychiatry and the
Law in November. She was
also named “2009 Woman
Physician of the Year” by the
Rhode Island Women’s Medical
Association. 

Lawrence R. Sidman ’73 is
president and CEO of the
Association of Public Television
Stations and represents the
association’s national advocacy
organization in Washington,
DC. He was formerly a partner
at the Washington, DC, office
of Paul, Hastings, Janofsky &
Walker LLP. 

Richard P. Campbell ’74 was
presented with the Andrew C.
Hecker Memorial Award by
the American Bar Association
Tort Trial and Insurance Prac-
tice Section in February. He is
the founder and a partner of
Campbell, Campbell, Edwards
& Conroy PC in Boston.

Michael B. Katz ’74, a partner
in the Springfield
office of Bacon
Wilson PC, is the
2009 recipient of
the Sadowsky
Visionary Award
presented by the Jimmy Fund
for his commitment to the fund

and the mission of the Dana
Farber Cancer Institute. 
Walter B. Prince ’74 was in-
cluded in Best Lawyers in
America 2009 for his practice
in the areas of white-collar
and non-white-collar criminal
defense, and has been named a
Massachusetts “Super
Lawyer” from 2004 to 2008.
He is a partner at Prince,
Lobel, Glovsky & Tye LLP in
Boston.

Richard G. Kent ’75 was in-
cluded in Best Lawyers in
America from 2003 to 2009
for his practice in family law,
and was named a Connecticut
“Super Lawyer” from 2006 to
2009. He is a partner at Mey-
ers, Breiner & Kent LLP in
Fairfield, CT.

Lester D. Ezrati ’76 was named
one of the “Ten Most Admired
Tax Directors in North Ameri-
ca” by the International Tax
Review. He is senior vice presi-
dent of tax for Hewlett-Packard
Company in Palo Alto, CA.

Ellen C. Kearns ’76 is managing
partner in the
Boston office of
Constangy, Brooks
& Smith LLC and
practices labor and
employment law.
She was formerly with Foley &
Lardner LLP in Boston.

Margaret Harrington Nelson
’77 is managing director of
Sulloway & Hollis PLLC in
Concord, NH, where her prac-
tice includes property tax
litigation, insurance coverage,
and regulatory matters. She is
chair of the New Hampshire
Supreme Court Professional
Conduct Committee, and is
included in Best Lawyers in
America 2009 in the fields of
insurance and energy and
natural resources.

Michael D. Roth ’77 was ap-

Class Notes
C o m p i l e d  a n d  E d i t e d  b y  D e b o r a h  J .  W a k e f i e l d
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pointed to the American Arbi-
tration Association’s National
Roster of Arbitrators and Me-
diators. He was elected presi-
dent of the Union for Reform
Judaism Pacific Southwest
Region and is a member of the
organization’s North American
Executive Committee.

John D. Delahanty ’78 is in-
cluded in Best
Lawyers in Ameri-
ca 2009 for his
practice in the
areas of adminis-
trative and govern-
ment relations law. He is a
partner at the Portland, ME,
office of Pierce Atwood LLP.

Cameron F. Kerry ’78 was
appointed by the Obama ad-
ministration as general counsel
of the US Department of Com-
merce. He has been a partner
in the Boston and Washington,
DC, offices of Mintz, Levin,
Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky & Popeo
PC.

Frederic Lee Klein ’79 was
named president of
the Connecticut
Power and Energy
Society. He is a
partner in the
Hartford, CT,
office of Pullman & Comley
LLC and chair of the firm’s
energy and utilities practice
group.

1980s

John P. Pucci ’80 was appoint-
ed by Senator Edward M.
Kennedy to a panel of lawyers
and former prosecutors to
recommend candidates for the
position of US attorney for the
District of Massachusetts. A
litigation partner at Fierst,
Pucci & Kane LLP in
Northampton, he was named a
Massachusetts “Super Lawyer”
from 2004 to 2008 and included
in Best Lawyers in America
from 2005 to 2009.

Rita W. Ross ’80 is the recipi-
ent of the 2008 Jean Allard
Glass Cutter Award presented
by the American Bar Associa-

tion Section of Business Law
for her accomplishments and
leadership in creating opportu-
nities for women.

Deborah J. Goddard ’81 re-
ceived the New England
Women in Real Estate 2009
Suzanne King Public Service
Achievement Award for her
work on issues of affordable
housing. She is chief counsel
for the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Housing and Commu-
nity Development.

Jonathan M. Albano ’82 was
named a “2008
Lawyer of the
Year” by Massa-
chusetts Lawyers
Weekly and a
Massachusetts
“Super Lawyer” from 2004 to
2008. He is a litigation partner
in the Boston office of Bingham
McCutchen LLP.

Marco E. Adelfio ’82 is a part-
ner in the business law depart-
ment at Goodwin Procter LLP
in Washington, DC. He was
formerly a partner at Morrison
& Foerster LLP in Washington,
DC.

James G. McGiffin Jr. ’85 is the
recipient of the 2008 Commu-
nity Service Award presented
by the Delaware State Bar
Association. He is a senior staff
attorney with the Community
Legal Aid Society in Dover, DE,
and serves the City of Dover as
an elected city councilman.

William M. Mandell ’86 is co-
author of the book, Managing
Relationships with Industry: A
Physician’s Compliance
Manual, published by Academ-
ic Press. He is a founding part-
ner of Pierce & Mandell PC in
Boston and practices in the
areas of health and business
law.

Xiomara Corral ’87 is senior
counsel at Citizens Bank in
Boston. She was formerly a
vice president and associate
counsel with LPL Financial
Services in Boston. She and her
husband, Michael W. Dominy,
live in West Roxbury.

Frederick S. Lane ’88 presented
a lecture on the 2008 election,
its impact on the Supreme
Court, and church-state issues
at the Yale Club of New York
City in February. In April he
taught a continuing legal edu-
cation seminar entitled “Digital
Dirt: Computer Forensics for
Lawyers” in four Bay Area,
CA, locations. 

Guive Mirfendereski ’88 was
named a “2008 Lawyer of the
Year” by Massachusetts
Lawyers Weekly.

Doris Tennant ’89 is the recipi-
ent of the Pro Bono Award for
Law Firms presented by the
Massachusetts Bar Association
in May. She is a partner at
Tennant Lubell LLC in New-
ton, MA, and is included in
Best Lawyers in America 2009
for her practice in collaborative
family law.

1990s

Claudia L. Bolgen ’90 was
named a “2008 Lawyer of the
Year” by Massachusetts
Lawyers Weekly.

Jared W. Huffman ’90 is a
member of the California State
Assembly and represents the
Sixth Assembly District, which
includes Marin and southern
Sonoma counties. He and his
wife, Susan, and their two
children live in San Rafael, CA.

Walter E. Judge Jr. ’90 was
elected to a two-
year term on the
Vermont Judicial
Nominating
Board. He is a
partner at Downs
Rachlin Martin
PLLC in Burlington, VT, and a
member of the adjunct faculty
at Vermont Law School in
South Royalton, VT.

James D. Reardon Jr. ’91 is a
partner in the
Houston, TX,
office of Bracewell
& Giuliani LLP.
His primary prac-
tice areas include

private equity, mergers and
acquisitions, partnership tax,
financial products, and the
taxation of cross-border trans-
actions.

Anthony E. Varona ’92 is an
associate professor of law and
the director of the SJD Pro-
gram at American University
Washington College of Law in
Washington, DC. He was for-
merly an associate professor at
Pace Law School in White
Plains, New York.

Nicholas W. Targ ’93 is a part-
ner in the San
Francisco, CA,
office of Holland
& Knight LLP and
practices in the
areas of environ-
mental, land use, and natural
resources law.

Amy G. McAndrew ’94 is of
counsel with Pep-
per Hamilton LLP
and practices labor
and employment
law as a resident
of the firm’s
Berwyn, PA, office.

Ingrid Chiemi Schroffner ’95
was honored with the Excel-
lence in Community Service
Award by the Asian Communi-
ty Development Corporation of
Boston. She was featured in an
interview in, and on the cover
of, Color Magazine’s April
issue celebrating National
Diversity Month.

David M. Simas ’95 was
named a policy adviser in Presi-
dent Obama’s administration.
He was previously deputy chief
of staff for Massachusetts
Governor Deval Patrick.

Louisa M. Terrell ’95 was
appointed by President Obama
to his White House legislative
affairs team. She is currently on
leave from her role as senior
director at Yahoo!’s public
policy office in Washington,
DC.

Deirdre R. Wheatley-Liss ’95
was named one of New Jersey’s
“Best 50 Women in Business”
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by NJBIZ maga-
zine. She is a part-
ner at Fein, Such,
Kahn & Shepard
PC in Parsippany,
NJ, and specializes
in the areas of business plan-
ning, taxation, estate planning
and administration, and elder
law.

Edward S. Cheng ’96 was
appointed to a
five-year term on
the Clients’ Securi-
ty Board by the
Supreme Judicial
Court of Massa-
chusetts in December. A litiga-
tion partner at Sherin & Lod-
gen LLP in Boston, he also
serves as co-chair of the Boston
Bar Association Administration
of Justice Section.

Kirsten Nelson Cunha ’96 is a
partner in the New York, NY,
office of Shearman & Sterling
LLP and a member of the
firm’s litigation group.

Robert A. Geckle Jr. ’96 is
senior legal counsel at Euro-
pean Aeronautic Defence and
Space Company (EADS) in
Paris, France. He was formerly
associate general counsel at
EADS North America, head-
quartered in Arlington, VA.

Louis Leonard ’97 joined the
World Wildlife Fund as direc-
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tor for US Policy on Interna-
tional Climate Affairs in No-
vember. He was formerly an
environmental policy analyst
and field organizer for the
Obama presidential campaign.

Fernando M. Pinguelo ’97
spoke on the topic
of e-discovery
trends at the Meri-
tas Latin American
and Caribbean
Regional Meeting
in Guadalajara, Mexico, in
January. He is an attorney at
Norris McLaughlin & Marcus
PA in Somerville, NJ.

Daniel L. Rosenthal ’97, a
partner at Verrill Dana LLP in
Portland, ME, was named chair
of the firm’s litigation and trial
department in May. 

Gary J. Creem ’98 is a corpo-
rate partner in the Boston
office of Proskauer Rose LLP
and a member of the firm’s
finance group.

Sean P. Mahoney ’98 is a part-
ner in the Boston office of
K&L Gates LLP and focuses
his practice in the areas of
corporate law and financial
regulation.

Christopher A. Jarvinen ’99 is
a partner in the bankruptcy
practice group of Hahn &
Hessen LLP in New York, NY.

Christopher M. McManus ’99
is vice president and general
counsel at Global Healthcare
Exchange, Inc., in Louisville,
CO. 

Gina D. Wodarski ’99 is coun-
sel and a member of the firm’s
litigation management depart-
ment in the Boston office of
Edwards, Angell, Palmer &
Dodge LLP.

2000s

Cleora S. Anderson ’00 is
counsel to the US Department
of Defense. She was previously
with the City of Atlanta (GA)
Law Department. 

Jeremy P. Oczek ’00 is a part-
ner in the litigation and dispute
resolution department in the
Boston office of Proskauer
Rose LLP.

Steven P. Wright ’00 is a part-
ner in the Boston office of
K&L Gates LLP and practices
general commercial litigation
and dispute resolution.

Henninger S. Bullock ’01 is a
partner in the New York, NY,
office of Mayer Brown LLP
and focuses his litigation prac-
tice on the financial services
and pharmaceutical industries.

Courtney A. George ’01 is a
partner in the employment and
labor and commercial litigation
groups at Cohen & Wolf PC in
Bridgeport, CT.

Nathaniel M. Jordan ’02 is a
partner at Yoder, Ainlay, Ulmer
& Buckingham LLP in Goshen,
IN, and concentrates in general
trial practice.

E. Page Wilkins ’02 is an attor-
ney at Lurie & Krupp LLP in
Boston and focuses her practice
on complex business litigation.
She was previously a senior
associate at Boston-based
Choate Hall & Stewart LLP.

Daniel K. Gelb ’03 is co-au-
thor, with Richard M. Gelb
’73, of Massachusetts E-Dis-
covery and Evidence: Preserva-

tion Through
Trial, published by
MCLE in May. He
is a partner at Gelb
& Gelb LLP in
Boston and concen-
trates in the areas of business,
securities, non-competition
agreements, corporate raiding
and trade secrets, accountants’
liability, and criminal law.

Peter E. Mina ’03 is an associ-
ate in the Wash-
ington, DC, office
of Tully Rinckey
PLLC and focuses
his practice in
federal personnel
and employment law. He was
previously an associate at
Shaw, Bransford, Veilleux &
Roth PC in Washington, DC.

C. Hunter Baker ’04 is counsel
in the pharmaceuti-
cal group at Wolf,
Greenfield & Sacks
PC in Boston,
where he focuses
his practice on
patent prosecution and strategic
counseling in the areas of phar-
maceuticals, biotechnology,
chemistry, materials, and med-
ical devices. He was formerly a
partner at Choate Hall & Stew-
art LLP in Boston.

Christine L. Zemina ’05 was
elected to the Board of Direc-
tors of the Multnomah Bar
Foundation in Portland, OR.
She is an associate at Bateman,
Seidel, Miner, Blomgren,
Chellis & Gram PC in Port-
land, OR, and practices envi-
ronmental, natural resources,
and general commercial litiga-
tion law.

James C. Bitanga ’06 was ap-
pointed judicial clerk for Chief
Justice Reynato S. Puno of the
Supreme Court of the Philip-
pines in April, and named an
attorney for the Supreme Court
Public Information Office.

Nicole L. Mondschein ’06 is
the author of “The Star Is-
landers,” a serial fiction blog
that was featured in the “Best
of the City ’09!” issue of Mia-
mi magazine in March. 

Did your study partner become your life partner?

Did your law review colleague become your spouse?

Did your dreams of becoming a lawyer include marrying one?

We’d like to hear your story. Please contact editor Vicki Sanders at

617-552-2873 or sandervi@bc.edu.

D O  Y O U  H A V E  A  B C  L A W  L O V E  S T O R Y ?

[   ]REUNION 
’04
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Jennifer N. Bruzan ’07 is an
assistant state’s
attorney in the
Cook County (IL)
State’s Attorney’s
Office. 

David E. Peterson ’08 is an
associate at Estate Preservation
Law Offices PLLC in Worces-

ter. He was formerly an associ-
ate at Fusaro, Altomare &
Ermilio in Worcester.

Kathryn M. Rutigliano ’08 is
an associate in the
Philadelphia, PA,
office of Cozen
O’Connor.

Stay in Touch
Please send your news 

for the Fall/Winter issue by 

October 15.

Fax: 617-552-2179

Email: sandervi@bc.edu

US mail: 885 Centre Street, Newton, MA 02459-1163

Career

Personal

Name
(first) (last) (maiden, if applicable)

Business Address
(street)

(city) (state)                                                (zip)

Title Phone

Email Class year

Address change?            ❏ yes          ❏ no

❏ Please check here if you do not want your news in 
Esquire, the alumni class notes section.

In the magazine, I would like to read more about

Members of the classes of
1959, 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979,
1984, 1989, 1994, 1999, and
2004 serving on their Class
Reunion Committees are cur-
rently calling and emailing
classmates about Reunion
2009, October 9-11. Here 
are the members by class.

Class of 1959: Richard Bach-
man, George Burke*, Charles
Gulino, Robert Lappin, Owen
Lynch, Melvin Norris, Selwyn
Shine, David Slater*, James
Vogt
Class of 1964: Thomas
Kennedy, Martin O’Donnell,
Robert Tobin
Class of 1969: Merrill Book-
stein, Paul Connolly Jr.,
Thomas Connolly, Robert
Costello*, James Druker,
Robert Glennon Jr., John Her-
aty, Alan Macdonald,
Lawrence Miller, Robert O’-
Donnell, Joseph Parker, Martin
Shulkin, Jeffrey Siger, Mitchell
Sikora Jr., James Whitters III,
Margaret Travers*, John
Woodard
Class of 1974: John Boc, John
Bronzo*, Richard Campbell,
Lynda Connolly, Karen Dean-
Smith, John Hanify*, John
Keefe, Paul Lacy, Charles
McLaughlin Jr., Kevin Moyni-
han, Walter Prince, Joseph
Stiles, Louis Zicht
Class of 1979: Walter McDo-
nough, Debra Steinberg,
Thomas Miller*, Lauren Rik-
leen, Marian Ryan, Marilyn
Stempler

James R. Small ’46
Edward O. Scanlon ’48
Robert M. Casey ’49
Daniel J. Kenney ’49
John P. Mulvihill ’49
Amos E. Wasgatt Jr. ’49
Edward J. Kelleher ’50
Edward D. Guinan ’51
Joseph D. Neylon ’51
John W. Purcell ’51
Robert W. Blakeney ’52
Wilbur A. Hyatt ’53
Richard A. Secor ’56

Hon. John J. Irwin ’57
Gilbert T. Rocha ’57
Miles J. Schlichte ’58
James P. D. Waters ’58
John W. Hanlon ’59
Arthur O. Gormley Jr. ’60
Joseph F. Dalton ’64
Milton L. Isserlis ’64
Samuel E. Shaw II ]65
Don N. Weber ’66
Gay Forbes ’76
Jean C. Davis ’79
Robert A. Montserrat ’84

2009 REUNION COMMITTEES 

Class of 1984: Edward Con-
nelly, Mike Coughlin, Michael
Fee*, Katherine Field, William
Gelnaw Jr.*, Peter Haley, San-
dra Leung, Stanley Martin, MJ
Moltenbrey, Scott Olson*, Amy
Quinlan, Angeles Rodriguez,
Helen Velie
Class of 1989: Maria Baguer,
Andrea Brantner*, Kevin Bru-
en, Humberto Dominguez,
Irene Good*, John Isaza, Anne
Jackowitz, Michael Jones,
Magda Coyle, Kevin O’Con-
nor, Robin Pearson, Kimberly
Sachse, Mark Warner
Class of 1994: Martin Ebel,
Christopher Mirabile*, Jay
Shepherd*, Heidi Shepherd,
Carlos Vasquez, John Ventola
Class of 1999: Marybeth
Chung, Kevin Conroy, Gregory
Corbett*, Kaitlin Eisenegger,
Matthew Feeley, Philip Graeter,
Damon Hart, Meghan Hart,
Sally Mulligan, Sailesh Patel,
Laureen Price, Benjamin
Richard, Stephen Riden,
Christina Schenk-Hargrove,
Timothy Schofield*, Richard
Taylor, James Tierney, Jen
Mereau, Lamar Willis 
Class of 2004: Meredith Ain-
binder, Elizabeth Vandesteeg,
Kathleen Bugden, Kenneth
Byrd*, Stephanie Phillipou*,
Tania Garcia-Millan, Michael
Goldman, Maria Guerrero,
Katherine Halpin, Holly
Kilibarda, Mary Catherine
Pieroni*, James Pfadenhauer,
Elissa Underwood 

*Reunion Committee Chair

I N  M E M O R I A M
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Hooray!
[ C O M M E N C E M E N T 2 0 0 9 ]
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Addressing the more than 250 graduates at Boston College

Law School’s commencement May 22, Federal Reserve

Board Chair Ben Bernanke called for optimism, saying the

nation will emerge from the recession stronger than ever.

“Life is much less predictable than we would wish,” Bernanke

said. “Our lack of control over what happens to us might be

grounds for an attitude of resignation or fatalism, but I would urge

you to take a very different lesson. You may have limited control

over the challenges and opportunities you will face, or the good

fortune and trials that you will experience. You have considerably

more control, however, over how well prepared and open you are,

personally and professionally, to make the most of the opportuni-

ties that life provides you. Any time that you challenge yourself to

undertake something worthwhile but difficult, a little out of your

comfort zone—or any time that you put yourself in a position that

challenges your preconceived sense of your own limits—you

increase your capacity to make the most of the unexpected oppor-

tunities with which you will inevitably be presented. Or, to borrow

another aphorism, this one from Louis Pasteur: ‘Chance favors the

prepared mind.’”
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Reunion 
Giving 
Report 2008
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1958
Class Gift Total: $72,935
Participation: 48%
Martin L. Aronson, Co-Chair
Douglas J. MacMaster Jr., 

Co-Chair
Donald G. Harriss, Co-Chair
Benito G. Barsanti*
Walter W. Curcio*
Thomas P. Curran
Theodore E. DiMauro
Robert S. Flynn
Richard D. Fountain
Seth K. Gifford
Raymond J. Kenney Jr.
Lucille K. Kozlowski
Manuel Moutinho
Robert F. O’Connell
Hon. James F. Queenan Jr.*
Kieran T. Ridge
Lawrence A. Ruttman*
Joseph F. Sawyer Jr.
Frances Clohessy Spillane*
David E. Tardif*
Robert A. Trevisani*
James F. Waldron
John J. Walsh*
Hon. Janet Healy Weeks
Gilbert L. Wells*

1963
Class Gift Total: $36,385
Participation: 55%
John J. Sheehy, Co-Chair
Charles C. Tretter, Co-Chair
Joseph J. Alekshun Jr.
Eugene A. Amelio
Norman Baker
Forrest W. Barnes
Peter R. Blum*
Donald Brown
Michael J. Dorney
Jerry Fitzgerald English*
Richard L. Fishman
Richard M. Gaberman*
Richard W. Hanusz
Herbert H. Hodos
Daniel J. Johnedis
Wayne Judge
John P. Kane
Alan I. Kaplan
Stephen B. Kappel
Joseph Maney
Robert E. McLaughlin Sr.
Anthony A. McManus
John R. Murphy*
John D. O’Reilly III
Stephen J. Paris
Hon. Joseph H. Pellegrino*
Joseph H. Porter*
John J. Powers*
Suzanne Lataif Powers*
Donald P. Quinn
Dr. Alvan W. Ramler
Alan H. Robbins

R E U N I O N G I V I N G R E P O R T

BY ANN CAREY,  ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF REUNIONS AND CLASSES

Raising the Reunion Bar
2008 Reunion Campaign saw increase in attendance and dollars raised

Thank you to alumni from the classes of 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973,
1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, and 2003 for your participation
in the 2008 Reunion. 

Reunion Weekend in November saw a 31 percent increase in attendance
over 2007, with 520 alumni and guests attending events. The weekend
featured an alumni lecture with Congressman Bobby C. Scott ’73 and
Cameron F. Kerry ’78, a Half Century luncheon to honor alumni from the
class of 1958, a victorious Notre Dame vs. BC football game party, and 
the traditional evening class bar reviews and dinners—packed to the hilt
this year. 

The Reunion Giving Campaign was also an outstanding success, setting a
new record for reunion dollars raised: $2,175,084, an increase of 32 per-
cent over the 2007 campaign. Special recognition also goes to the classes of
1983 and 1963.  

The Class of 1983, chaired by William R. Baldiga, Albert A. Notini, 
and Mark V. Nuccio, raised $802,020, the greatest total of gifts/pledges
from any 2008 reunion class, thereby earning them the 2008 Reunion 
Giving Cup.

The Class of 1963, chaired by John J. Sheehy and Charles C. Tretter,
achieved 55 percent class participation, the greatest for any 2008 reunion
class, thereby earning them the 2008 Legal Eagle Spirit Award. 

Gratitude goes to the reunion committee volunteers and to Kevin J.
Curtin ’88, the Reunions and Classes alumni board liaison, for their signifi-
cant investments of time and effort on top of their own reunion gifts. Their
work as volunteers meant that more than 600 alumni reconnected with
each other and the school after five, ten, or fifty years.  

Congratulations to the 2008 Reunion Classes. Thank you all for your
support of BC Law.
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Lewis Rosenberg
C. Ronald Rubley
Hon. Bruce H. Segal Ret.*
Paul R. Solomon
John R. Walkey
Barry L. Wieder

1968
Class Gift Total:
$281,955
Participation: 42%
James A. Champy, Co-Chair
James J. Marcellino, 

Co-Chair
Robert G. Agnoli
Peter A. Ambrosini*
Oliver H. Barber Jr.*
Thomas B. Benjamin
Dean C. Brunel
David H. Chaifetz
Hon. John P. Connor Jr.
Hon. John A. Dooley
Jason Y. Gans
Joseph Goldberg*
Paul W. Goodrich*
Gerald L. Goodstein
Evelyn L. Greenwald
Cornelius J. Guiney
David F. Hannon*
E. J. Holland Jr.
John J. Joyce Jr.
Joseph M. Korff
Hon. Elizabeth O. LaStaiti
David J. Levenson
Joseph W. MacDougall Jr.
John R. McFeely
David A. McLaughlin
Mary Stephens McLaughlin
Martin Michaelson*
Charles K. Mone
Peter J. Morrissette
Robert M. O’Brien
David F. Parish
Michael E. Povich
Grier Raggio
John J. Reid
William A. Ryan Jr.
Jon D. Schneider*
John R. Shaughnessy*
David M. Shaw
Robert L. Shea
David P. Skerry
Dennis J. Smith
Jeffrey P. Somers*
Joseph F. Sullivan
William C. Sullivan
Robert F. Teaff*
Peter W. Thoms
Robert D. Tobin*
Joseph J. Triarsi
Prof. David Patrick Twomey
A. Theodore Welburn*
Richard J. Wickham
Arthur G. Wiener
Michael P. Ziter

1973
Class Gift Total:
$399,182
Participation: 34%
Paul F. McDonough Jr.,

Chair
Anne Adler
Ivar R. Azeris
Donald L. Becker*
Harris J. Belinkie
Dennis J. Berry
Robert Brown Jr.
James G. Bruen Jr.
Frances M. Burns
Rev. Frederick J. Close Jr.
Bruce H. Cohen
Walter A. Costello*
Frank C. Crowley
Patrick J. Daly*
Hon. J. Michael Deasy
Edith N. Dinneen*
James C. Donnelly Jr.
William F. Dowling*
Sandra S. Elligers
David T. Flanagan
Robert D. Fleischner
Patrick A. Fox
Richard M. Gelb
John W. Giorgio
Mark B. Glovsky
Hon. John J. Goger
Donald A. Graham
Mark A. Grimes
Terrance J. Hamilton
David L. Harrigan
Franklin W. Heller
Hon. Henry R. Hopper
Leonard C. Jekanowski
Thomas J. Kelley Jr.*
Robert P. Kelly
Andrew R. Kosloff*
David E. Krischer
George M. Kunath
Roger P. Law
Hon. Stephen M. Limon
Prof. William H. Lyons*
John V. Mahoney Jr.
John K. Markey*
John W. Marshall
Edward J. McCormack III
Alexander M. McNeil*
Michael B. Meyer
Dennis M. Meyers
James M. Micali
Hon. Elaine M. Moriarty*
Samuel Mostkoff
John A. Murphy
John B. Murphy
John G. Neylon
James F. O’Brien
James E. O’Connor
Nicolette M. Pach
Steven L. Paul*
G. Michael Peirce
Joseph J. Recupero

Patricia R. Recupero
Paul G. Roberts
Peter T. Robertson
Hon. Rosalyn K. Robinson
Hon. Barbara J. Rouse
Alan I. Saltman
Jeffrey M. Schlossberg
Webster Jr Sewell
Lawrence R. Sidman*
Robert C. Sudmyer
Thomas J. Sullivan
Roy E. Thompson Jr.
Neal C. Tully
Joseph P. J. Vrabel
Michael P. Waxman
Richard M. Whiting

1978
Class Gift Total:
$240,195
Participation: 38%
George P. Field, Co-Chair
Kathleen M. McKenna, 

Co-Chair
Thomas M. Saunders, 

Co-Chair
Vitorino B. America
Deborah Shanley Anderson
Kenneth D. Arbeeny
Jill Nexon Berman*
Angela M. Bohmann*
James David Bruno
Robert Myer Carmen
J. W. Carney Jr.
Diane M. Cecero
Howard Chu
Ralph Joseph Cinquegrana Jr.

John D. Delahanty
Kevin Cutler Devine
Anthony Michael Devito III
Edmund Di Santo
Eileen Bertsch Donahue*
Timothy William Donahue
John Joseph Driscoll
Rev. Frederick M. Enman Jr.*
Mercedes A. Evans
Barbara Ann Fay
Maureen L. Fox
John Norman Glang III
Larry Bruce Guthrie
Michael Alan Hacker
Pamela Smith Hansen
Mary Gillilan Harreld
Mary Sandler Haskell
Lawrence P. Heffernan
Mark A. Helman
Valerie Jane Hoffman
Mary Jo Hollender
Thomas Frederick Holt*
Richard P. Jacobson*
Patrick Thomas Jones*
Gordon Philip Katz*
Linda Susan Katz
Cameron F. Kerry*
Stephen Wells Kidder
Carol Anne Jackier King
Carol Rudnick Kirchick
Carol G. Kroch
Debra Lay-Renkens
Sheila Connors LeDuc*
Patricia Hardiman Long*
David Curtis Lucal
Timothy J. Mahoney
Judith Ann Malone
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Mary Frances McCabe
Marilyn Shannon

McConaghy
William John Midon
Thomas H. Murphy Jr.
Mary Anne Orfanello*
Richard Packenham

Memorial Golf
Tournament

Douglas Lee Patch
Richard Wright Paul*
Joaquin German Perez
Lawrence Alfred Podolski
Richard Elliott Powers
Gary Stewart Rattet
David John Rice
William J. Rooney Jr.
Mitchell Elliot Rudin
Rohan J. Samaraweera
James Andrew Scanlon
Robert J. Schiller Jr.
Sylvia Brandel Schoenbaum
Steven Lewis Schreckinger
Daniel William Sklar
Robert M. Steeg*
Robert James Steele
Trudy Burns Stone
Jovi Tenev
Scott Jay Tucker
William Robert Underhill
Charles Edward Walker
Pamela Lilly Washington
Joyce A. Wheeler
Randi Bader Wise*
Douglas L. Wisner
James J. Yukevich

1983
Class Gift Total:
$802,020
Participation: 39%
William R. Baldiga, 

Co-Chair
Albert A. Notini, Co-Chair
Mark V. Nuccio, Co-Chair
Ellen Gershon Banov
Gary M. Barrett
Alison J. Bell
Linda D. Bentley
Arthur Bernard*
Laurence J. Bird Jr.
Pamela Downing Brake
Stephen J. Brake*
Susan Vogt Brown
Thomas Buonocore
Patricia Byrd
Kelvin H. Chin
Kim L. Chisholm
Michael F. Coyne
Frederick M. Cyker
Karen G. Del Ponte*
Sharon Natansohn Devries
Stephen R. Dinsmore
Janice M. Duffy
Raquel M. Dulzaides
Holly English*
Warren M. S. Ernst
David J. Feldman
Steven K. Forjohn
Doris J. Gallegos
Susan J. Ganz
Cynthia E. Gates
Anne L. Gero

Bobby B. Gillenwater
Stephen V. Gimigliano
Barry E. Gold*
Deborah Beth Goldberg
Karen Aline Gooderum
Michael R. Greene
Helene W. Haddad
Mark E. Haddad*
Patricia N. Harada
Sara Harnish-Madigan
Kevin Hern
Randall G. Hesser
Mary R. Jeka*
Douglas W. Jessop
Michael J. Jones
Corinne P. Kevorkian
Michael F. Kilkelly
Susan K. T. Kilkelly
Denis King
Michael H. Lee
Lawrence R. Lichtenstein
Gregory T. Limoncelli
Charles W. Llewellyn
Celeste V. Lopes
Nancy S. Malmquist
Kathleen McGuire
Michael J. McLane*
Jeanne M. Medeiros
Francesco Mercuri*
Patrick J. Monahan Jr.*
Janice L. Moore
Robert J. Moore
Jane Campbell Moriarty
Jonathan E. Moskin
Robert B. Muh
Jack W. Murphy
Kevin T. O’Brien
John Dennis O’Dwyer
Donal J. Orr
Sunjlee D. Pegram
Valerie I. Perkins
David C. Phalen*
Mitchell P. Portnoy
Jon S. Rand
David A. Rozenson
Mal Andrew Salvadore
Frank J. San Martin
Beatriz M. Schinness
Stephen J. Seleman
Mark D. Seltzer
Leslie A. Shimer
Jeanne E. Smith*
Kurt F. Somerville
Barbara Anne Sousa
Ruth Soybel
Ina Staris
James N. Tamposi Jr.
Steven E. Thomas
Douglas G. Verge
Gary E. Walker
Kenju Watanabe
Nancy L. Watson*
Jody Williams*
Daniel B. Winslow*

1988
Class Gift Total:
$107,945
Participation: 34%
Kevin J. Curtin, Co-Chair
Sally A. Walker, Co-Chair
Linda Joanne Allen
Claire Gallagan Andrews
Andrea Ina Balsamo
Catherine Lashar Baumann
Stephen C. Bazarian*
Pedro Benitez-Perales
Stephen William Bernstein
Brian Arthur Berube
Russell G. Bogin
John Peter Bostany
Thomas L. Brayton III
Kevin Patrick Brekka
David Edward Brown
Gerard A. Caron
Jennie Leigh Cherry
Kevin W. Clancy*
Ann Marie Cotton
Carlos Jose Deupi
Christopher David Dillon
Susan Frances Donahue
David Victor Drubner
Michael Barry Dworman*
Patricia Gimbel Epstein
Elizabeth Russell Freeman
Thomas Frisardi
Royal C. Gardner III
Michael Emmett Garrity
Anthony H. Gemma
Maureen Sullivan Gemma
Zeb Gleason
Andrew Keith Goldstein
Deborah E. Gray
Paul Ross Greenberg
Keith Alan Gregory
Lori Ellen Grifa
James Patrick Habel
Carole Casey Harris
James Perry Hawkins*
Quinn Joseph Hebert
Michael Albert Hickey
Evelyn Palmon Howell
Susan Shaw Hulbert
Mary Jo Johnson
Jeffrey Lewis Jonas*
John Edward Jones
Daniel G. Kagan
Theresa A. Kelly*
James Thomas Kerner*
Cedina Miran Kim
Jona Karlene Klibanoff
Kimberly A. Kohler
Mark B. Lavoie*
Mark Alfred Longietti
Hon. Margaret Mahoney*
Mike Martinez
Miguel A. Maspons
William Thorn Matlack
Kathleen E. McGrath*

R E U N I O N G I V I N G R E P O R T

KEY
★ highest participation;

largest class gift

* denotes members 
of the Class Reunion
Committees

✝ deceased

★
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Stephen Davis Menard
Joanne McIntyre Mengel
Pete Stuart Michaels
Mary Patricia Morris
Johnnel Lee Nakamura
Reese Rikio Nakamura
Steven Francis Napolitano
Elise S. Nulton
Janeen Ann A. Olds
Donald Willard Parker
Bernard A. Pellegrino*
Michael A. Perino
Lisa Strempek Pierce
Mark Thomas Power
Michael C. Psoinos
Lois Blum Reitzas
Loretta Rhodes Richard
Lesley Woodberry

Robinson*
Mark Constantine Rouvalis
John George Rusk
Mary Deck Rutledge*
Edwin J. Seda Fernandez
Nancy Shaw Chochrek
Margaret Ann Shukur
Michael Soto
Michael John Southwick
Antonia Torres-Ramos
Michael John Wall
Alice Yu-Tsing Yao

1993
Class Gift Total: $83,775
Participation: 22%
Brigida Benitez, Co-Chair
Sharon Nelles, Co-Chair
Sean E. Spillane, Co-Chair
Bradford Babbitt
Mary Elizabeth Basile
Laura Scanlan Beliveau
Ken Brodzinski
Stephen D. Browning
Linda J. Carbone
Michael John Cayer
Denise A. Chicoine
Koren L. Christensen
Kristin Lynn Cihak
Catherine M. Coles
Debra Moss Curtis
Joseph R. Daigle
Carol Jeanne D’Alessandro
Robert Frank D’Alessandro
John A. Dolan III
Michael G. Donovan*
Elizabeth H. Dow
Alicia L. Downey*
Susan Ashe Dudley
James Michael Dunn
John Bradley Ellis
Robert Howard Finney
Peter Gannon
Jeffrey D. Ganz
Christine Griffin
Lisa H. Hall

Matthew Samuel Hall
Gerald L. Harmon
Michael James Hartley
Andrew Joseph Hayden
Shannon Shay Hayden*
William V. Hoch
Christopher J. Hurley
Craig Kelley
Sean Vincent Kemether
James Paul Kerr
David William Krumsiek
Richard D. Lara
Emily J. Lawrence
Richard James Maloney
Thomas F. Maloney
Mary Ellen McDonough
Andres L. Navarrete
Jennifer L. Nye
Catherine L. Oatway*
Christine Conley Palladino
Donna M. Parisi*
Scott Christopher Rankin*
James Joseph Reardon Jr.
David Rive-Power
Elena S. Rutrick
Donald James Savery
John P. Shoemaker*
Elizabeth Z. Stavisky
Elizabeth A. Talia
Joshua Thayer
Beth A. Vignati
Debra Susan Wekstein
Ward Richardson Welles
Kathleen M. White
Karen Ann Whitley
Megan Sarah Wynne

1998
Class Gift Total: $41,488
Participation: 21%
Patrick Charles Closson,

Chair
Ashima Aggarwal
Myles Keough Bartley*
Michael Paul Benedek
Elizabeth A. Broderick*
Mary Cronin Calello
Karen Barry Carter
Christopher Centurelli
Michael David Chittick
David B. Colleran
Amy Lynn Cox
Stephen Aaron Denburg
Jennifer Mina DeTeso
Jennifer A. Drohan
Peter Armstrong Egan*
Ginger L. Fitch
Valene Sibley Franco
Lisa Denise Gladke
Valerie Hope Goldstein
Stephen Eric Gruendel
Gary J. Guzzi
Vanessa Magnanini Guzzi
David Hadas

Peter V. Hogan
Pamela Smith Holleman*
Christopher J. Hunter*
Christopher Sean Jaap*
Barbara T. Kaban
Judy E. Kim
Pablo M. Koziner
Peter Kreymer
David Charles Kurtz
Sean Patrick Mahoney*
John Thomas McCarthy
Siobhan E. Mee*
Kathleen Anne Murphy
Karen Elizabeth O’Brien
Michael C. O’Brien
Thomas Joseph O’Leary
Christopher Drake Perry*
Martha F. Phelps*
David Peter Powilatis
Jill G. Powilatis*
Kevin L. Reiner
Meredith Anne Rosenthal
Andrew Jonas Simons
Connie Y. Tom
Vasiliki L. Tripodis
Amanda Claire Varella
Douglas A. Wolfson
Tracy S. Woodrow
Mi-Rang Yoon
John Stanley Ziemba
Pamela Zorn Adams

2003
Class Gift Total:
$109,380
Participation: 16%
Ileana M. Espinosa

Christianson, Chair
Joanna I. Bratt
Sara P. Bryant
Christopher K. Carlberg
Bryan C. Connolly
Lisa S. Core
Karen L. Crocker
Kristen Doughty Danaher
David G. Delaney
Kara M. Deltufo*
Jessyn Schor Farrell
Beth A. Fitzpatrick
Anaysa Gallardo*
Daniel K. Gelb
Nancy E. Hart
Claire R. Holland
Derek S. Holland
Martha A. Holt
Matthew M. Hughey
Molly Humber
Michael J. Kerrigan
Jaime T. Kim*
Kalun N. Lee
Jenna R. Millman
Jaime N. Morris
Alexa H. O’Keefe
Aloknanda Bose O’Leary

Jessica R. O’Mary*
Kevin J. Parker
Jason S. Pinney
Bernard D. Posner
Elizabeth L. Rose
William Matthew Rowe
Carla A. Salvucci
Emily M. Samansky
Daniel L. Scales
Melinda Jean Schmidt
Scott J. Shoreman
Renee Martinez Sophocles*
Sophocles M. Sophocles
Jayna S. Stafford
Matthew M. Terry
Rory D. Zamansky

Mark your calendar
REUNION 2009 PLANS SET

Save the date for Reunion 2009, October 9–11,
2009. Alumni from the classes ending in “4”
and “9” are invited to return for Reunion
Weekend and encouraged to participate in the
2009 Reunion Giving Campaign.  

Any gifts to BC Law from June 1, 2008
through Reunion Weekend will be counted as
reunion gifts and also receive recognition in the
Law School’s Light the World Campaign. Multi-
year pledges are encouraged, as the full pledge
will be counted toward the class’s total. To make
a gift/pledge, visit www.bc.edu/lawreunion 
or contact Ann Carey, associate director of 
reunions and classes, at 617-552-0054 or
ann.carey@bc.edu.

The Reunion Weekend celebration will com-
mence Friday, October 9, on campus with stu-
dent-led tours, a faculty lecture, an alumni and
student reception, and class bar reviews. Choose
from Boston tour options during the day Satur-
day and return for class dinners Saturday
evening at the new Ritz-Carlton. In addition,
many classes are electing to organize gatherings
in Boston during the day Saturday, so watch
your mail for details. The weekend closes Sun-
day with a mass, breakfast, and additional op-
tions for tours in Boston. Visit the website for a
complete schedule and numerous accommoda-
tions options: www.bc.edu/lawreunion.

We are already hearing from alumni who
have made plans to travel from thousands of
miles away, so make your arrangements now.
We all look forward to welcoming you back.
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THE BC LAW CAMPAIGN
COMMITTEE

Honorary
Senator John Kerry ’76
Darald Libby ’55
Representative Edward Markey ’72
Thomas Reilly ’70
Warren Rudman ’60
Representative Robert “Bobby” 

Scott ’73

Chairs/Co-Chairs
John Boc ’74
David Donohue ’71
Christopher Mansfield ’75
David Weinstein ’75

Members
John Bronzo ’74
Joanne Caruso ’86
James Champy ’68
Kevin Curtin ’88
Barbara Cusumano ’08
John Hanify ’74
Donald Keller ’82
Michael Lee ’83
Joan Lukey ’74
John Montgomery ’75
Jeanne Picerne ’92
Michael J. Puzo ‘77
Joseph Vanek ’87

BOSTON COLLEGE LAW SCHOOL

Capital Campaign Progress as of May 28, 2009
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Campaign Update

Student 
Scholarships
56%

Faculty 
Research

23%

Alumni and student programs,
BC Law Magazine, summer 

public interest stipends 
for students, etc. 8%

Loan 
Repayment 

Assistance 13%

THE LAW SCHOOL FUND

FY09 expenditures

THE BOSTON COLLEGE LAW SCHOOL CAPITAL CAMPAIGN,

though facing a difficult economy, is progressing well, thanks 

to the BC Law family, which has stepped up with generosity 

and faith in the future.

The Law School kicked off its “Light the World” campaign 

in October with a goal of $50 million to be raised over seven

years. Part of a $1.5 billion University effort, the campaign at 

BC Law seeks to reach the following milestones: $31.5 million 

to increase faculty by 20 percent through endowed professor-

ships, $9.5 million for student scholarships and loan repayment

assistance, $5.5 million for the LLM program and centers of 

excellence, and $3.5 million for facilities.

To learn more about how you can play a role, contact 

Associate Dean for Institutional Advancement Marianne Lord 

at 617-552-3536 or lord@bc.edu or Assistant Dean for Capital

Giving Michael Spatola at 617-552-6017 or spatolam@bc.edu.



In an effort to encourage more alumni to give to the Law
School Fund, Paul M. Kane ’70 threw down the gauntlet
this spring, promising to make a $500 pledge for any gift to

the fund from an alumnus or alumna who didn’t give last year.
Alumni donors who supported the fund last year were also
challenged. For every five gifts made by returning donors,
Kane promised to make a $500 pledge of his own. Only the
first 400 such gifts qualified for his match and the challenge
ended at the close of the 2009 Fiscal Year on May 31.

The Kane Challenge has generated great buzz among BC
Law alumni, according to Kate McCourt, associate director of
annual giving. In a difficult year for philanthropic giving,
Kane’s challenge brought an immediate boost in participation.

“Alumni participation in giving to the Law School Fund is
critical to BC Law both for the financial support it provides
and as a clear indication of alumni affinity with the Law
School,” said McCourt. “We know that BC Law alumni are a
loyal group with a feeling for the Law School. Despite this fact,
our alumni participation has seen a slight decline over the last
few years. While this decline isn’t totally out of line with our
peer schools, we believe that Boston College Law School is 
different, and our alumni participation rate should stand out
among our peer schools.”

Increasing alumni participation is a key focus of the Law
School’s commitment to raise $50 million in the University’s
Light the World campaign. The Kane Challenge was a first and
important step to reaching the participation goal of 30 percent
by 2015. 

A loyal and generous supporter of the Law School, Kane is
a partner in the Boston firm of McGrath & Kane and special-
izes in family law. He is a former assistant dean of administra-
tion at BC Law and has been a family law lecturer at Boston
College since 1970. A member of the American Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers, he has been listed in The Best Lawyers
in America since 1989. 
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Paul Kane ’70, right, at the Light the World Campaign launch 
party last fall with the Hon. Francis Barrett ’50, challenged his 
fellow alumni to give to the Law School Fund.

Kane Issues a Challenge
AIMS TO INCREASE PARTICIPATION IN LAW SCHOOL FUND

HAVING OUR SAY

Given the well-demonstrated generosity of its alumni, its ready access to some of the finest legal minds in the
country, and its long established roots in the community, there is no sound reason that BC Law should not be
shoulder to shoulder with those institutions regarded as setting the standard for excellence in legal educa-
tion. For far too long has BC Law languished in the shadows of its Ivy League brethren. When the time arrives
to allocate funds from the Light the World campaign, the Law School should be provided with whatever 
resources are necessary to finally establish itself, beyond peradventure, as one of the great legal institutions
in this country.

—Terance P. Perry ’92, Datsopoulos, MacDonald & Lind, Missoula, MT
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Building on the Jesuit tradition of dialogue as a means
to bettering relationships and understanding, BC
Law School last winter launched a new dinner series

designed to bring alumni together around topics of com-
mon interest. Eleven Dialogue Dinners have been held
across the country since February.

Each is hosted by an alumnus, either in his or her home
or at a restaurant or club and usually features a faculty
member, the dean, or special guest to anchor the discussion.
Guests generally number fewer than twenty. Topics vary.

For example, Professor Diane Ring talked about
income tax policy in today’s economic environment at a
dinner for fifteen in Miami hosted by Teresa Valdes-Fauli
Weintraub ’79 and her husband Lee.

The gathering in Boston for twenty people hosted by
John Hanify ’74 and his wife Barbara, featured special
guest Representative Edward Markey ’72, who shared 
an interest in energy and the environment with fellow
attendees, all of whom had professional connections to
those fields.

William ’67 and Mary Beth
McCormack held a dinner in their
Weston home. The guests were
members of the American College
of Trial Lawyers and found in that
association plenty of food for
thought and conversation.

During a dialogue event for
eleven people in Washington, DC,
Professor Mary-Rose Papandrea
led a conversation about the First
Amendment and regulation of the
internet. And in May, shortly after
Supreme Court Justice David
Souter announced his retirement,
Professor Kent Greenfield, a former
clerk of Souter, kept guests at the
Baltimore home of Stephen Bisbee
’81 and his wife Karen riveted to
his insider’s perspective on the jus-
tice and his court. Greenfield, who
was also a member of the Obama
campaign’s Economy, Globaliza-
tion, and Trade Policy Committee,
went on to talk about corporate
decision-making, a focus of his
scholarly research.

“The Dialogue Dinners have
been a refreshing way for alumni to get to know each oth-
er,” says Marianne Lord, associate dean for institutional
advancement. “The meals are intimate, the conversations
are always animated, the networking is great, and every-
one has fun. The events have been instrumental in build-
ing community among alumni in every part of the coun-
try, from San Francisco to Chicago to Baltimore.”

Equally important, Lord says, is demonstrating to
alumni how relevant the Law School still is to their lives.
“BC Law is a center of creative thought regarding many
of the compelling issues of the day,” she explains. “Our
faculty and our alumni are in the thick of things at the
highest levels of business, finance, politics, and social
issues. Who wouldn’t want to sit down to dinner with
these BC Law colleagues?”

Among others who have hosted dinners are James
Champy ’68, John Bronzo ’74, Jeanne Picerne ’92,
Christopher Mansfield ’75, Christopher Dillon ’88, and
Donald Keller ’82. 

—Vicki Sanders

Something to Stew Over
NEW DIALOGUE DINNER SERIES SERVES UP CONVERSATION
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E ven though after commencement they faced one of
the toughest economic climates of any graduates
since the 1930s, members of the Class of 2009 

displayed remarkable generosity this spring, pledging a
record-setting $151,810 to their 3L Class Gift Campaign
with 82 percent participation.

Co-chairs Kelly Reardon and Alok Pinto led the
fundraising effort, the proceeds from which will support
the Loan Repayment Assistance Program that helps alum-
ni in low-paying public interest jobs. 

The twenty-seven member fundraising committee hit
its stride early in the campaign, beating the previous year’s
commitments on kick-off day alone by seven percentage
points in participation and $7,000 in pledges. “We are
really proud of this,” the co-chairs emailed their class-
mates after the March 12 launch. “Especially in this econ-
omy, it’s really exciting to hear positive news about BC
students/soon-to-be alumni helping each other out.”

Including matching gifts from Board of Overseers
Chair David Weinstein ’75 and Dean John Garvey, the
grand total is $240,000.

The graduating class gift has grown significantly over
the past three years, from 24 percent participation in 2005
to 67 percent in 2008. Pledges are generally five-year com-
mitments.

The Class of 2009 introduced several new initiatives,
including a larger student outreach committee and vari-
ous creative participation motivators: steeper participa-
tion markers in the Weinstein Challenge Match (which in
the end totaled $50,000, twice last year’s match of
$25,000); a 3L law firm participation challenge; and a
participation challenge that called for faculty to teach in
Hawaiian shirts once the class reached certain participa-
tion markers. 

The firms represented in the 2009 3L Class Gift Law
Firm Challenge were WilmerHale, Ropes & Gray, Nutter
McClennen & Fish, Mintz Levin Cohn Ferris Glovsky &
Popeo, Goodwin Procter, Foley Hoag, Edwards Angell
Palmer & Dodge, Choate Hall & Stewart, and Bingham
McCutchen. The competition closed May 31, with
Choate Hall & Stewart and Edwards Angell Palmer &
Dodge finishing on top with 100 percent.

3Ls Break Gift Participation Record
ECONOMY DOESN’T DAMPEN CLASS GENEROSITY
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So impressed was US District Court Judge Ellen Huvelle
’75 with a proposal written by two students that she
agreed to their request to fund judicial internships to the
tune of $20,000 over two years.

1Ls Blair Edwards and Carla Reeves made the case
that students interested in summer judicial internships
were at a disadvantage because neither the Law School
nor the courts offered designated funding for such pur-
suits. They argued that the logical Law School source, the
Public Interest Law Foundation’s (PILF) summer stipend
program, prioritizes internships offering direct legal ser-
vices, leaving those interested in judicial work less likely
to receive funding. 

Huvelle responded with a gift of $10,000 each year
for two years, which will fund six or seven internships
per summer. This year, three students were able to
accept placements in Massachusetts, one each took posi-
tions in Michigan, Vermont, and Arizona.

Huvelle, a member of the BC Law Board of Overseers,
sits on the US District Court for the District of Columbia.

THE POWER OF PERSUASION
STUDENTS PREVAIL ON JUDGE TO FUND INTERNSHIPS

Thanks to a proposal written by Blair Edwards ’11, left, and
Carla Reeves ’11, right, the Hon. Ellen Huvelle offered to
fund judicial internships for two years.
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Roberts, Alito) is a side effect of a 
different political calculation. Since 1973
abortion has been a trump card in every
nomination, because Roe v. Wade consti-
tutionalized the issue and shifted respon-
sibility for it from state legislatures to the
Supreme Court. Since then Republicans
have insisted that nominees be pro-life,
and Democrats have insisted that they be
pro-choice. It is no secret that the Catholic
Church has provided much of the 
intellectual and spiritual leadership of the
pro-life movement. This has meant that
the pool of potential Republican nominees
is richer in Catholics than it might 
otherwise be. In choosing people from 
that pool, though, Republican Presidents
have been influenced by the candidates’
pro-life views, and only accidentally by
their Catholicism. 

The wonderful thing about the public
reaction to Sotomayor’s nomination is
that no one thinks it means too many
Catholics on the Court. Two hundred 
and twenty years of living with the 
religious test clause has produced this 
result. We are a nation of many religions,
committed to the principle of toleration.
This means that one’s membership in any
particular religious group, taken alone, is
irrelevant to one’s qualification for office.
I suspect there is room for further perfec-
tion of our attitude. We have not had a
Muslim justice on the Court, and the first
nominee might very well encounter 
opposition. Keith Ellison (D-Minn.) was
sworn in just two years ago as the first
Muslim in Congress, and he was criticized
for taking his oath of office on the Koran.
But I find the prospect of a Muslim on the
Court much easier to envision than I
would have, not so many years ago, a sixth
Catholic justice.

Behind the Columns
(continued from page 3)

tutions that offer meaningful choices to
individuals,” he said, drawing on his
recent experience of formulating regula-
tions relating to the registration of civil
spouses in Israel.

Mining bodies of thought ranging
from Catholic theology to the British 
liberal tradition of John Stuart Mill, 
presenters grappled with basic definitions
of marriage and quasi-marital relation-
ships, legal and doctrinal implications,
and the social and political ramifications
of different legal regimes.

A Marriage of Minds?
(continued from page 13)

Professor William Binchy, Regius 
Professor of Laws at Trinity College,
Dublin, proposed a thesis that he cheerfully
admitted is “universally rejected.” A true
understanding of human dignity, he con-
tended, requires recognition that “people
have the capacity to make moral choices
and to make commitments from which
there is no way back.” In the arena of mar-
riage and family law, he said, this means
that “the name marriage” should be
reserved for “irrevocable commitment”
between two people. 

Introduced by Wardle as “one of the
most eloquent voices of Catholic feminism
today,” Helen Alvaré of George Mason
University School of Law posed the ques-
tion: “What is required for human beings
to flourish in the context of heterosexual
intimate relationships?” For Alvaré, the
most persuasive answers are to be found in
philosophical and theological proposals
offered by Pope John Paul II’s Theology of
the Body. “A very Catholic start,” com-
mented Professor Daniel Cere of McGill
University, from the audience.

Cere’s own contribution outlined
appeals to “nature” and “the natural” in
debates on marriage and family life from
the Enlightenment onwards. Susan Shell of
the Boston College Department of Political
Science reminded the audience that today’s
model of the “normal” family is itself the
result of successive liberal efforts to re-
found the family from the ground up, and
that “family values,” such as patriarchal
authority, are contingent. 

“The story is indeed complicated,” con-
ceded Charles Donahue, Paul A. Freund
Professor of Law, Harvard Law School,
after his historical précis of shifting notions
concerning the sacramentality of marriage,
and implications for the development of
western marriage law. Donahue suggested
that the secularization of marriage law in
the nineteenth century, following from the
Protestant denial of the sacramentality of
marriage, has profound consequences that
are still being worked out today.

“Only a totalitarian state would seek to
regulate or take note of all human relation-
ships,” said Richard Stith of Valparaiso
University School of Law, in the course of
his argument that the state should avoid
taking sides on moral issues, such as the
meaning of sexuality, but that the state has
a legitimate interest in relationships that
can potentially produce children. (A cate-
gory expanding exponentially, thanks to
advances in reproductive technology,
pointed out an audience member.)

The Chilling of Free Speech
(continued from page 13)
the new issues raised by the growing
number of libel actions against non-
media defendants: Does a blogger get the
same protections from libel suits as 
professional reporters do? Can she be
expected to maintain the same journalis-
tic standards? Does she have the same
rights to protect her confidential sources
from being called on to testify?

The internet and ISPs also played a
role in a paper by Alfred Yen of Boston
College Law School. Yen spoke on third-
party copyright litigation, in which a
copyright owner sues an ISP, a website, a

As a society, we continue to be “riveted
by the topic of marriage,” said Linda
McClain, professor of law at Boston 
University School of Law. She examined
notions of “the family” and “the house-
hold” from Aristotle onwards, to consider
how jurisprudence might relate to other
forms of intimate relationship than 
marriage, for example, non-marital cohab-
itants, siblings, or multiple-parent families
formed by same-sex couples. These issues
were at the heart of a 2008 case before 
the European Court of Human Rights
(Burden v. United Kingdom), described by
Dr. Oran Doyle of Trinity College Dublin.
Two English sisters, who had lived 
together their whole lives, argued that
their Convention rights were breached by
discrimination in inheritance tax rules that
applied to them as siblings, but would not
apply in the case of a married couple or
civil partners. The court rejected their
argument, on the grounds that their rela-
tionship was not analogous to marriage or
civil partnership, because it involved no
expression of presumptively life-long inter-
personal commitment. 

Much of the day’s discussion centered
on the interpretation of contested and
debatable terms: “equality,” “dignity,”
and “nature.” Scott FitzGibbon cautioned
against what he sees as a tendency towards
Orwellian “doublespeak” in contempo-
rary legal discourse, for example in rela-
tion to the definition of words such as
“spouse” and “parent.” The law, he said,
should take the meanings of words seri-
ously if it is to stand as “a strong source of
veracity and respect.” And on that score at
least, there was no argument.

Papers from the symposium appear in
the Boston College International and
Comparative Law Journal. 

—Jane Whitehead
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Legal Aide
(continued from page 17)

Witness to an Awakening
(continued from page 19)

retailer, or anyone else who, knowingly
or not, may have aided in disseminating
content that infringes on the copyright.
To illustrate the chilling effect of such
lawsuits, Yencited a recent incident in
which Universal Music Publishing threat-
ened to sue YouTube over a half-minute
home video that depicts a toddler dancing
while the singer Prince’s music plays in
the background. Upon receiving Univer-
sal’s “takedown notice,” YouTube
removed the video, which arguably made
fair use of the music, and threatened to
cancel the YouTube account of the tod-
dler’s mother, who had posted the video.

For all its virtues, Yen observed,
“there’s no doubt that copyright chills
speech,” but the chill is most frigid in
third-party cases, where the litigation tar-
get gains little by continuing to dissemi-
nate somebody else’s speech. Applying an
analysis imported from the landmark
libel case New York Times v. Sullivan and
its progeny, Yen called for an end, on
First Amendment grounds, to third-party
copyright litigation where the defendant’s
contribution to the infringement is unwit-
ting. Further, he said, presumed dam-
ages—court awards in excess of actual
economic harm—“should exist only for
reckless or intentional [infringement] by
the [third-party] defendant.” He and 
others in the room estimated that, in the
YouTube incident, Prince’s economic
harm would not have exceeded $100.

Also presenting papers at the 
symposium were David Olson of BC 
Law School, Rebecca Tushnet of George-
town Law School, Roberta Kwall of
DePaul College of Law, and Lauren 
Gelman of Stanford Law School’s Center
for the Internet and Society. The sympo-
sium papers appear in Boston College
Law Review.

—David Reich

In the kitchen, as in every aspect of her
life, Saunders says, Connolly is “con-
stantly busy, highly efficient, and always
five moves ahead.”

In her work with VLP, Connolly has
been “pretty much a trailblazer” in the
field of organized pro bono services, says
Allan Rodgers, the long-serving executive
director of the Massachusetts Law Reform
Institute, who has known her since she was
a rookie attorney probing crumbling
triple-deckers in Brockton. He sees her 
as a constructive, forthright leader who

understands that pro bono services only
function effectively with the support of a
strong core staff and careful case selection,
referral, training, and mentoring. “She 
believed that from the beginning, and she
carried it out,” he says.

“Meg’s bringing me slowly into the
twenty-first century,” says Judge Edward
Ginsburg, retired associate justice of the
Massachusetts Probate and Family Court
and founder of Senior Partners for Justice,
which now collaborates with VLP to iden-
tify transitioning and retired lawyers to
provide civil legal aid services. In October
2002, Ginsburg visited Connolly to ex-
plore the idea of working together. She
told him briskly, “I don’t do phone calls.
It wastes time.” He admitted, “I’ve never
touched a computer, I’m afraid of them.”
“You’d better learn,” said Connolly. And
he did. “You don’t say ‘No’ to Meg!” says
Ginsburg. “Underneath that smile, there’s
no fooling around.”

For former American Bar Association
President Mike Greco ’72, of K & L Gates,
himself a champion of the recognition of
a civil right to counsel, Meg Connolly 
displays a ferocious commitment to 
making equal justice for all a reality. 
Humorous and personable as she is as a
colleague and friend, he says, she can be
“a tigress when she feels people’s rights are
threatened.” Connolly can turn on a dime
when quick action is needed, he says, 
citing a case he passed on to VLP a 
couple of years ago, of a woman seeking
asylum and facing imminent deportation.
“She saw the urgency, she saw the need,”
says Greco of Connolly’s swift response,
noting that VLP successfully defeated the
deportation attempt.

Meg Connolly is among the dedicated
public service professionals who “should
probably be canonized,” wrote top trial
lawyer Joan Lukey ’74 of Ropes & Gray,
in an opinion piece about “doing good
while doing well” in the Massachusetts
Lawyers Weekly in September 2005. But
Connolly is not looking for secular saint-
hood. The legal aid community, she says,
“is not a religious order. We didn’t take
vows of poverty to do something decent
in the world.” Although a livable salary
and a reasonable retirement package
would not come amiss, says Connolly,
who manages to be amused rather than
outraged by the knowledge that when she
visits large law firms to recruit volunteers,
she is often the worst-paid person in the
room, not excluding first-year associates
and administrative staff.

On Law Day this past April, Connolly
received the St. Thomas More Award from
Boston College Law School for her
decades-long contribution to the legal
community and the Law School, where she
has served as treasurer and president of
the Alumni Council and as a member of
the Board of Overseers. 

She’s already receiving cheery congrat-
ulatory emails from former classmates 
reminding her that the lawyer saint ended
his career with his head on a pike. What
Connolly originally had in mind for her
post-VLP life was less drastic: continuing
her explorations of Paris with her husband,
venturing into southeast Asia, dining out
more with friends, adding to her collec-
tion of flea-market jewelry, with a little
consultancy on the side. Like other plans
in turbulent times, this hopeful scheme
may now be subject to revision. So it’s 
fortunate that Meg Connolly’s outstand-
ing career in legal services has honed her
mastery of creative improvisation. 

and prosecutors,” he says. “The correct
political stand is where the party stands.”

Even within this daunting system, 
nimble lawyers can often successfully
promote private sector work and partici-
pate in carefully crafted efforts to question
the exercise of some government power.
For example, the Ministry of Justice has
been a key supporter of some improve-
ments in the criminal justice system. High
profile abuses by local police are a threat
to the Communist party, and it appears
the party believes that some controlled
lawyer involvement might reduce these
incidents of abuse.

There continue to be risks for Chinese
lawyers, and this is understood by the
young law students with whom I have
spoken. Amidst some impressive legal
successes are high-profile instances in
which lawyers have been arrested for rep-
resenting causes or clients at odds with
the government’s vision of social harmony.

A seemingly simple step toward self-reg-
ulation recently drew a sharp governmental
response. In 2008, thirty-five lawyers from
the Beijing Lawyer’s Association (BLA), the
body charged with regulating attorneys in
Beijing, urged that members of the BLA
have direct election of their representatives.
English language websites quote the official
response, in which lawyers who supported
direct elections were denounced as seeking
“total repudiation of China’s current
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lawyers administrative system, judicial 
system, and even political system.”
According to English language reports,
authorities have successfully pressured law
firms to dismiss lawyers who supported
the direct election movement. In March
2009 a local District Bureau of Justice in
Beijing reportedly ordered a six-month
shutdown of a law firm known for taking
sensitive cases, ostensibly for allowing a
lawyer to practice without a license. Firm
members had been involved in the move-
ment for direct election of BLA members.
The message was loud and clear for
lawyers. But lawyers continue to seek the
delicate line to push for improvements up
to the point that draws retaliation.

So, the challenges facing China’s newest
lawyers are daunting. The young Chinese
law students express many of the same
professional ideals as do their US counter-
parts: honesty, integrity, and serving as a
voice for the powerless. But in quiet con-
versation many say they are aware of the
challenges to implementing those ideals.
China’s new lawyers want to play a role in
improving China and in closing the gap
between theory and practice. We can pre-
dict that they will need to make choices in
their professional work that would test the
strongest lawyer. And those choices are not
necessarily from the playbooks of US
lawyers, but will have “Chinese character-
istics.” The young people pouring out of
Chinese law schools are impressive. We
have reason to hope that they will be part
of the solution to the challenges facing
modern China.

Professor McMorrow spent the past 
academic year in China as a Fulbright
Fellow, teaching at Renmin University 
in Beijing.

“We have a huge amount of work to
do, but look how much has changed,” he
says. “We’re seriously talking about 
climate-change legislation at the federal
level. The government is starting to reverse
some of past eight years’ systematic
administrative and sub-administrative
attacks on every feature of our environ-
mental legal regime. We’re fighting the
good fight. And then I go home to my kids
and I feel like I’ve done something useful.”

If anything calls for a fist-pump, it’s that.

Chad Konecky is a regular contributor to
the Great Cases series.

Water Fight
(continued from page 24)

Scholar’s Forum
(continued from page 25)
created unresolved tension between copy-
right and First Amendment guarantees 
of free speech. Copyright operates by 
making it illegal to print, distribute, or pub-
licly perform copyrighted works without
appropriate permission. Each of these pro-
hibited activities is speech protected by the
First Amendment. Indeed, J.K. Rowling’s
claim against Vander Ark amounted to the
assertion that copyright made it illegal for
Vander Ark to write a reference work
about Harry Potter. Now, if the federal
government passed laws prohibiting people
from writing reference works about books,
courts would rightly subject those laws to
searching constitutional scrutiny and per-
haps invalidate them. Why then have
courts not done so with copyright?

The standard answer to this question
comes in two parts. First, courts note copy-
right’s purpose of promoting the progress
of science and art. Without copyright,
many would not take the trouble of writing
books or making movies for fear that oth-
ers would make copies and distribute them
before the original authors could earn a
reasonable return on their creative efforts.
Copyright therefore does not violate the
First Amendment because it increases the
amount of speech available to the public.
Second, courts have stated that copyright
leaves room for the exercise of free speech
by allowing others to borrow ideas from
copyrighted works and to make fair use of
copyrighted works. Unfortunately, neither
explanation is completely convincing in
Rowling’s case against Vander Ark. Inter-
preting copyright so Rowling can control
whether others write reference books does
not obviously increase the amount of
speech available, nor does it guarantee 
Vander Ark’s civil liberties.

Rowling’s claim illustrates that more
copyright does not necessarily mean more
speech. While stronger copyright arguably
increases revenue to the copyright holder,
that revenue comes at a social cost. For
example, Rowling’s claim, if enforced,
would potentially allow her to raise money
by licensing others to create authorized
Harry Potter reference works. The amount
and variety of reference works would,
however, be diminished when compared to
what would exist if Rowling had no such
control. Monopolists restrict supply in
order to keep prices high, and Rowling
would obviously not license reference
works that might cast her work in a 
negative light.

The foregoing implies that resolution of
the tension between copyright and the First
Amendment depends on making sure that
copyright encourages new speech like
Rowling’s while minimizing the loss of
speech by later authors like Vander Ark.
This policy suggests that Rowling should
have little, if any, control over reference
works about Harry Potter. After all, even if
Rowling had no control over such refer-
ence works, copyright would still provide
her with the means to collect enough 
revenue to encourage countless new
authors through book sales and movie
rights. And, allowing later authors to 
create reference works about Harry Potter
without Rowling’s approval would not
diminish copyright incentives while
increasing the speech of later authors.
Moreover, interpreting copyright this 
way would protect the civil liberties of 
all authors to write books about topics 
they choose.

Unfortunately, courts have not always
interpreted copyright this way. Many
judges have concluded that copyright
should protect all of the uses a copyright
holder might reasonably exploit. In one
well-known case, the second circuit held
that the makers of the Seinfeld television
show could prevent the publication and
sale of the Seinfeld Aptitude Test, a trivia
book containing questions about events in
the show. The court reasoned that the
copyright holders had the right to maxi-
mize revenue by controlling a broad range
of uses for the show, including trivia books.
According to the second circuit, if Seinfeld’s
copyright holders reasonably could license
or otherwise exploit such uses, it would be
wrong to declare those uses within the fair
use/free speech rights of others.

When courts make the scope of fair
use—and, by implication, free speech
rights—depend on a copyright holder’s
ability to maximize revenue, something
startling happens to civil liberties. If fair use
exists primarily when a copyright holder
could not reasonably exploit the use in
question, uses previously considered fair
become not fair when copyright holders
come up with ways to exploit them.
Indeed, this was precisely what Rowling
argued. Even if Vander Ark would have
traditionally enjoyed the right to create ref-
erence works, Rowling herself now stood
ready to produce such a work. Accordingly,
Vander Ark’s book could not possibly be
fair use because he was competing in a
market the copyright holder wanted to
exploit. In short, Rowling argued that 
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Vander Ark’s free speech rights could be
removed primarily because Rowling could
profit from exploiting them.

Fortunately, the district court did not
adopt this theory of Rowling’s case against
Vander Ark. In breaking with the philoso-
phy behind the Seinfeld result, the court 
specifically held that Vander Ark’s book
did not fall squarely within Rowling’s
copyright monopoly. This meant that, in
this court’s opinion, authors do not gener-
ally have to seek a copyright holder’s per-
mission before creating a reference work.
However, the court also held that, in creat-
ing the Lexicon, Vander Ark quoted too
liberally from the Harry Potter books, and
therefore could not publish his reference
work in its particular form.

Ultimately, Vander Ark rewrote and
published his guide. In resisting the consid-
erable firepower of Rowling’s legal team,
Vander Ark reminded us that more than
money is at stake whenever a copyright suit
is brought. Every such suit implicates 
someone’s free speech rights, and hopefully
future courts will remember this vividly
when interpreting copyright.

Harvard Law School in Nov. Presenter, Work-
shop on Ethics for Legal Services Lawyers,
Legal Assistance Corporation of Central 
Massachusetts, Worcester, MA, in March.

Other: Recipient, Waltham Alliance to Create
Housing 2009 Community Commitment Award.

DAVID A. WIRTH
Professor and Director of International Studies 

Recent Publications: “The International 
Organization for Standardization: Private 
Voluntary Standards as Swords and Shields.”
Boston College Environmental Affairs Law
Review 36 (2009): 79–102. “Un regard
extérieur: Back Impact of European Union 
Legislation on American Environmental 
Regulations.” In Les échanges entre les droits,
l’expérience communautaire, edited by Sophie
Robin-Olivier and Daniel Fasquelle, 107–128.
Brussels: Bruylant, 2008.

Presentations: “International Trade, Regula-
tion, Climate Change, and Sustainability,” Net
Impact Meet and Greet, Carroll School of 
Management, Boston College in Nov. “The
International Organization for Standardiza-
tion: Private Voluntary Standards as Swords
and Shields,” Harvard Law School in Jan.
“Meshing Domestic and International Initia-
tives,” symposium, “Climate Policy Advice for
the Obama Administration,” sponsored by the
Journal of Energy, Climate, and Environment
and the Environmental Law Society,” Wash-
ington and Lee University School of Law, 
Lexington, VA, in Feb.

Academic Vitae
(continued from page 33)

In Closing
(continued from page 60)

Activities: Panel moderator, “Allocating Costs
Among Nations,” Harvard Environmental
Law Review Symposium: “Climate Change and
Global Justice: Crafting Fair Solutions for
Nations and Peoples,” Harvard Law School 
in March.

New Appointments: Vice-chair, Collaborative
Governance Committee, American Bar Associ-
ation Section of Administrative Law and 
Regulatory Practice.

ALFRED CHUEH-CHIN YEN 
Professor 

Presentations: “Torts and the Construction of
Inducement and Contributory Liability in
Amazon and Visa,” symposium entitled
“Copyright Intermediaries: Inviting or Averting
Infringement?” Columbia Law School, New
York, NY, in Jan. “A First Amendment 
Perspective on the Construction of Third Party
Copyright Liability,” University of North 
Carolina School of Law First Amendment Law
Review Symposium, Chapel Hill, NC, in Feb.

Activities: Session moderator, “Liability for
Intermediaries Under Copyright and Trade-
mark Law, Association of American Law
Schools (AALS) Section on Intellectual Prop-
erty Law, AALS 2009 Annual Meeting, San
Diego, CA, in Jan. 

Other: Chair, AALS Committee on Professional
Development for 2009. Member, AALS 
Planning Committee for the Workshop on
Transactional Law.

exhausted….I needed to work on 
something else…something with life 
and creativity…something that let me 
use my imagination rather than Scalia’s
reasoning. 

And then it hit me. A legal drama! I
had always wanted to add a drama to my
screenplay vault, but I never had a good
idea for one. My forte was action-adven-

Visitor Vitae
REV. ROBERT JOHN ARAUJO, SJ
Visiting Professor

Presentations: “Same-Sex Marriage—from
Privacy to Equality: The Failure of the
‘Equality’ Justifications for Same-Sex Mar-
riage,” symposium, “The Jurisprudence of
Marriage and Other Intimate Relation-
ships,” sponsored by BC Law and Brigham
Young University, BC Law in March.

New Appointments: Inaugural holder of the
John Courtney Murray, SJ, Chair in Public
Service, Loyola University Chicago School
of Law, Chicago, IL.

ture and family comedy. This new idea,
however, came to me during my Criminal
Law class. I talked through the main
points with my Criminal Law and Civil
Procedure professors, who both excitedly
offered their suggestions and were eager
to meet with me to help make it as 
realistic as possible.

That night, boiling over with creative
energy, I set out to write something: plot
points, conflict, an Oscar-worthy role for
my protagonist…

INTERIOR COURTROOM—DAY

John clears his throat as he stands up from the
defense table. He looks down to his client,
shackled and defeated. John moves slowly
towards the jury box. His hands are sweaty. He
clenches them into fists. He looks up at the
jurors…all waiting for him to say something.
John looks back to his client, also waiting, but
for something more important, his freedom.

JOHN: Ladies, gentlemen, I—

BING!

I look down at the taskbar of my comput-
er. I accidentally left my email account
up, and a new message is flashing. I
quickly check it. It’s from a classmate:
“Did you see the additional pages Profes-
sor Cassidy asked us to read for tomor-
row’s class?”

I sigh, and search my room for my
Criminal Law book. I guess John and his
client will have to wait for another day.

Ali Russell majored in film and screen-
writing at Boston University. After 
completing an additional year-long
screenwriting course at UCLA, she 
sold an action-adventure screenplay 
entitled Isis to Paramount Pictures and
worked on an untitled television show for
Fox Studios.
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INTERIOR SUPREME COURT BUILDING, 
JUSTICE SCALIA’S CHAMBERS—NIGHT

Outside the wind howls. Fall leaves blow off the trees. But
Justice Scalia doesn’t notice as he fervently writes his dissent-
ing opinion.

JUSTICE SCALIA: (typing) And that is why I respectfully dis-
agree with the majority’s opinion. It is dubious to rely on such
history to interpret a text that—

The lights in his chambers flicker. He pauses and looks up in
curiosity. Waiting…for something. 

Nothing happens. He goes back to work. 

Suddenly, the lights flicker again, and this time they go out.

JUSTICE SCALIA: Stevens…I know this is your doing…

Silence, except for the screaming wind.

JUSTICE SCALIA: And if you think you can convince me to
concur with that liberal drivel you call an opinion, you should
think again, buddy! 

The chambers door slowly creaks open, and a figure enters
the room—

PROFESSOR KELLER: (Off Screen) Ali! Where are your cites?!
You can’t just make stuff up!

I snap back to reality as I sit in my legal writing professor’s
office. “But what do you mean?” I ask, concern in my voice.
“Where is my creative license? Where is my imaginative free-
dom to really get into the character’s thoughts?” 

“Welcome to law school,” Professor Elisabeth Keller says.

What a disappointment. I had just thought of a catchy title:
Grumpy Old Supreme Court Men (and Woman).

When I made the decision to go to law school, it
never dawned on me that my screenwriting
career might hinder my performance in legal

writing classes. In fact, I thought the opposite would be
true. I assumed that if I could write 120-page historical
epics, I could easily hammer out ten pages on an inten-
tional infliction of emotional distress claim. Wow, was
I wrong. In my first year at BC Law, I have found my
legal writing class to be the most challenging course in
my schedule.

After reading the instructions for our first objective
memo assignment, I was ready to dive in. Poor Mr. and
Mrs. Meckler had clearly been traumatized by the evil
cemetery director, Mr. Cole, when trying to bury their
beloved dog. This was good; this was the start of some-
thing. I excitedly starting making notes on the Meck-
lers’ helplessness and the actions of the villainous Mr.
Cole. 

Then Professor Keller dropped the bomb. “You are
to show no bias or favoritism. Just regurgitate the facts
and then objectively apply case law.” 

What?! But that’s so boring! 
As if my head wasn’t reeling enough from that

order, she added, “Every sentence in your legal discus-
sion must have a citation. No sentence should contain
your own thoughts.” 

Wait a second. I can’t make up anything? I just have
to restate what some judge said at some point?

“Exactly,” she responded.
The first draft didn’t go so well. I was having a hard

time picking out the relevant case law and resisting the
urge to embellish the facts of the story. Professor Keller
met with me several times, patiently explaining the
rules and requirements. Two additional drafts later, I
begrudgingly turned in a subjectively perfect objective
memo. It was unlike anything I had ever written. I was

[ I N C L O S I N G ]

The Plot Thickens
Screenwriter turned law student foiled by traps set in legal writing class!

B Y  A L I  R U S S E L L ‘ 1 1

(continued on page 59)
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