SYLLABUS

SC 094: Socid Conflict Instructor: Michelle Gawerc
T/Th9-10:15 OfficeHours T/W 10:30-11:30
Carney Hall 106 e-mal: gawerc@bc.edu

Fall 2006 Office McGuinn 410-B

The end of the Cold War has not put an end to either war or violent conflicts within
society. Some old conflicts that were dormant have now flared up. Problems of large scale,
violent conflicts unfortunately remain centra in the modern world. The probability of nuclear
proliferation and the possible use of chemica wegpons make such conflicts even scarier. The
purpose of this course isto increase your understanding of the conditions under which socid
conflicts tend to become violent and on how they can be resolved non-vidertly.

Sincethisis a core sociology course, we will address some of the perennia questions
that concern sociologists about society, conflict, and human and socid behavior. More
specificaly, we will consider rebelion, conflict and conflict resolution, socidization and culture,
war, genocide and the breakdown of socid order, and findly, the possibilities for peace and
judtice. In this course, we will explore issues of causdity (human nature or socid creetion); the
characterigtic of societies with and without war; the tension between peace and justice; and
findly, questions concerning the potentid for human agency within the larger socid Structures.
Through this broader exploration of these perennid questions we will keep an eye towards the
questions. Why is there so much destructive conflict; how can it be transformed to more
congtructive conflict; and what is needed for building more peaceful and just societies taking into
account both structures and relationships.

In this course, we will aso incorporate culturaly diverse perspectives that bring new
and criticd indght into these perennid topics of rebellion, conflict, war, genocide, and peace.
These voices and perspectives are vitd for the sudy of socid conflict and often serve to bring
issues of oppression, justice, discrimination, and prejudice to the forefront.

The course explores work in the fidlds of sociology, conflict resolution, and peace
sudies that draw on comparative, historica, and case study methods. Students mainly read
quditative materid but there is dso attention to quantitative data as it relates to socid conflict
and war. Thereisadso anin-depth and critical ook at issues of framing for understanding
conflict and the ways individud conflicts are represented in the mass media.

Findly, we will bring ahistorica pergpective to the course with an eye towards where
we have come from, where we are now, and where we may be going. Society is not static and
changeisinevitable. So the question is not whether or not there will be change, but what kind of
change will there be and where will we beinrdationtoit. Itismy intention thet this course will
help you to recognize the mord sgnificance of your life, both for you and society and encourage



you to create alife philosophy that integrates your vaues, commitments, and the type of change
you would like to seein thisworld.

COURSE STRUCTURE AND EXPECTATIONS

The format of the dass sessonsis unusud, with very few lectures. The course will be
discussion-based and involve experientia learning and active learning/ participative methods. In
numerous class sessons, the class will be divided into learning groups of five to seven people to
carry out exercises that we will later discuss.

Inthis course, | would like to foster an open atmosphere of discussion, learning,
questioning, didogue, and teamwork. Paulo Freire, a Brazilian educator, who saw education as
part of alarger struggle for liberation from oppression and socid change, referred to traditiona
teaching styles as being based on a banking concept of education, in which the teachers
deposit knowledge into the students. In this mode, teachers are seen as being knowledgesgble
and students ignorant. The teacher is the subject and students are the objects;, the teacher is
made active and students are made passive with the focus being on memorizing rather than
redly understanding. This class will not be run in thisway. | do not have dl the answers—no
one does for that matter. And rather than depositing knowledge, | will seek to pose problems
and fogter critica thinking about socid conflict, its analys's, and the possibilities for resolution.
As noted above, much of the regular class sessons will involve group work committed to this
purpose. Inthisclass, the god isfor you to be an active learner—rather than a passve learner.
In order for thisto work, your participation and your preparedness with the readings (not to
mention your attendance) is pivotd.

READINGS

The coursepack congsts of many of the required readings that you will need to bring to
class. They are avallable a the BC Bookstore and you should obtain copies as soon as
possible. In addition to the coursepack, we will be using the following texts (dl availablein
paperback):

Bartos, Otomar J. & Paul Wehr. 2002. Using Conflict Theory. Cambridge: Cambridge
Universty Press.

Evans, William. 2006. War and Peace in an Age of Terrorism: A Reader. Boston:
Pearson Education.



COURSE OUTLINE

|. Rebellion
(Focus on the dynamics of conflict. Case study: Berkdley in the Sixties)

September 5™ — Introduction and Orientation. Case Study: Berkeley in the Sixties
No Readings

Begin Case Sudy: Berkeley in the Sxties (video —first half)

September 7" — Social Protest & Socid Change. Case Study: Berkdley in the Sixties
No Readings

Case Study cont: Berkeley in the Sxties (second half)
Reflection & Discussion of Film

September 12" — Rebellious Collective Action
Readings:
William A. Gamson and Andre Modigliani, “Why Do People Rebe?’ including
introduction and excerpts by Eric Hoffer, William Kornhauser, James C.
Davies, and Charles Tilly
Saul D. Alinsky, “The Process of Power” (excerpt)
William A. Gamson, Bruce Fireman, and Steve Rytina, “The Theory and Practice
of Rebdlion” (excerpt)
Robert A. Dahl, “Legitimacy and Authority” (excerpt)

Discussion & Learning Group: Rebellious Collective Action

September 14™ — Emergence & Dynamics of Conflict
Readings:
Otomar J. Bartos & Paul Wehr, “ Emergence of Overt Conflicts’ (chap. 5) and
“Escdation and Deescdation” (chap. 7 — skim escaaion modds)

Discussion & Learning Group: Conflict Spiral
I1. Conflict and Conflict Resolution

(Focus on theories of conflict; podtive vaue of corflict; game theoreticd models;
conflict management, resolution and transformation)



September 19 — Theories of Conflict
Readings:
Otomar J. Bartos & Paul Wehr, “Introduction’” (chap. 1) and “Understanding
Conflict” (chap. 2)
Lewis Coser, “The Functions of Conflict” (excerpt, coursepack)
Robert A. Dahl, “Conflict: A Paradigm” (excerpt, coursepack)

Discussion & Learning Groups: Game Theory Models of Conflict

September 21 — Conflict and Issues of Framing
Readings:
Conflict Research Consortium, “Incompatible Frames’ (coursepack)
Charlotte Ryan, “ Getting Framed: The Media Shape Redlity” (excerpt, coursepack)

Discussion & Learning Group: Framing Arab-Israeli Conflict

September 26 — Incompatible Goadls: Contested Resources, Roles, and Vaues.
Case Sudy: Civil Rights Struggle.
Readings
Otomar J. Bartos & Paul Wehr, “Development of Incompatible Gods’ (chap. 3)
and “Application to the Civil Rights Struggle” (chap. 4)
Martin Luther King, J., “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” (coursepack)

Film: At the River | Sand
Discussion

September 28 — Conflict Resolution Basics
Readings:
Roger Fisher and William Ury, Getting to Yes. Negotiating Agreement without
Giving Up (WP Reader)

Discussion & Learning Groups: Conflict Resolution Basics

October 3 — Conflict Resolution (cont.)

Readings
Otomar J. Bartos & Paul Wehr, “Making Conflict Work Economicaly” (chap. 9)
Kenneth E. Boulding, “Conflict Resolution and Control” (abridged, coursepack)

Smulation: Conflict in Labworld



October 5 — Conflict Resolution (cont.). Smulation: Conflict in Labworld
Readings:
Louis Kriesherg, “Countering Intractability” (excerpt, coursepack)
Otomar J. Bartos & Paul Wehr, “Undergtanding and Managing Conflicts’
(chap.10)

Smulation: Conflict in Labworld

[1l. Socialization and Culture
October 10 — Gender: War, Peace, Violence & Negotiations
Readings:
Francesca Cancian, “A Conversation on War, Peace, and Gender” (coursepack)
Linda Babcock and Sara Laschever, “Introduction: Women Don't Ask”
(coursepack)

Film: Tough Guise: Violence, Media and the Crisisin Masculinity

October 12 — Réligion, Gender & Culture.
Readings.
Elise Boulding, “Higtory a Sword' s Point? The War-Nurtured Identity of
Wegtern Civilization® (coursepack)

Learning Group: Socialization for War
Discussion of film and readings (from 10/10 & 10/12)

(Midterm Exam: Tuesday, October 17)

IV. War and Peace
(Positive and negative peace; characterigtics of societies without war; war and
democracy; internationa conflict management; peacekeeping; the World Court)

October 19 — Higtorica Overview — Is War Inevitable?
Readings
Will and Ariel Durant, “The Lessons of History” (WP Reader)
Francesca M. Cancian & James William Gibson. “Is War Inevitable?’
(coursepack)
David Fabbro, “Equdity in Peaceful Societies’ (coursepack)



Discussion on readings (including E. Boulding, “ History at Sword’s Point” from
10/12) & Learning Group: IsWar Inevitable?

October 24 — Theories of War
Readings
“The Seville Statement on Violence’ (WP Reader)
Margaret Meed, “Warfareis Only an Invention—Not a Biological Necessty;”
(WP Reader)
Bronidaw Mdinowski, “An Anthropologicd Andyssof War” (WP Reader)
John G. Stoessinger, “Why Nations Go to War” (WP Reader)...
Herbert C. Kelman, “Socid Psychologica Dimengons of Internationa Conflict”
(coursepack)

Discussion on readings

October 26 — Theories of War (cont.)
Readings:
Michael Hogan, FIm Review: “The Secret Government” (coursepack)
Dondd E. Nuechterlein, “Defining U.S. National Interests” (excerpt, coursepack,
12-17)

Film: The Secret Gover nment

October 31 — Nationa Interests and War
Readings:
Thomas Carothers, “ Promoting Democracy and Fighting Terror” (WP Reader)
Tom Barry, Sdih Booker, Laura Carlsen, Marie Dennis, and John Gershman, “A
Globa Good Neighbor Ethic for International Relations” (coursepack)

Finish Film, Discussion & Learning Group: Defining National Interests

November 2 — Internationa Conflict Management
Readings:
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, "An Agendafor Peace" (coursepack)
Hizkias Assefa, “ Conceptions of Peace” (excerpt, coursepack)
Conflict Management Program at SAIS, and Julian Oudllet. "Peacekeeping”
(coursepack)



Discussion & Learning Group: Peacekeeping

November 7 — Internationa Law and World Court
Readings
William M. Evan, “War Crimes:. Internationa Court of Justice” (WP Reader)
Internationa Court of Justice, “Legdity of the Threat or Use of Nuclear
Wesapons’ (WP Reader)
“Condgtitution of Jgpan” (WP Reader)
William M. Evan & Francis A. Boyle, “Kashmir: Invoking Internationa Law to
Avoid Nuclear War” (WP Reader)

Discussion & Learning Group: Taking it to Court
Potential short film: The Court

November 9 — War and Democracy
Readings:
Bruce Russett, “ Grasping the Democratic Peace: Principlesfor a Post-Cold War
World” (WP Reader)
Edward D. Madfield & Jack Synder, “Democratization and War” (WP Reader)

Discussion and Learning Group: No More War?

V. Genocide
(Defining it and making important distinctions; preventing it; the tengon between peace
and judtice)

November 14 — Defining Genocide
Readings:
Helen Fein, “Genocide: A Sociologica Perspective’ (chaps. 1 & 2 required; 3
highly recommended - coursepack)

Discussion & Learning Group: What is genocide?
If extra time, Learning Group: Genocide in Ethnikistan

November 16 — A Contemporary Case Study: Darfur, Sudan
Readings:
Eric Reeves, “The Dafur Crids’ Parts 1-5 (coursepack)
Helen Fein, “ Genocide by Attrition” (coursepack)
Gregory H. Stanton, “ Proving Genocide in Darfur: The Atrocities Documentation



Project and Resstance to its Findings’ (optiona; coursepack)

Film: Trandating Genocide
Reflection & Discussion on Film

November 21 -- Tension Between Peace & Justice
Readings:
Joe Saunders, “Bridging Human Rights and Conflict Resolution: A Didogue
Between Criticd Communities’ (coursepack)
John Paul Lederach, “‘ Revolutionaries & ‘Resolutionaries : In Pursuit of Peace”
(coursepack)

Discussion & Smulation: Justice versus Conflict Resolution

V1. Possbilitiesfor Peace after Genocide, War, and Other Atrocities

November 28 — Justice, truth, forgiveness, reconciliation, and coexistence. Case study: South
Africaafter Apartheid
Readings.
Eric Brahm, "Peacebuilding and Reconciliation Stage” (coursepack)
Priscilla Hayner, “The Truth and Reconciliation Commisson” (excerpt,
coursepack)
David Anthony, “A Comparative History of South Africa and the United States’
& “TheRiseand Fal of Apartheid: A Timeline” (excerpts, coursepack)

Film: “ Long Night’s Journey Into Day”

November 30 — Justice, truth, forgiveness, reconciliation, and coexistence. Case study: South
Africaafter Apartheid
Readings
John Paul Lederach, “Truth and Mercy, Justice and Peace’ (coursepack)
Martha Minow, “Vengeance, Retribution, and Forgiveness’ (excerpt, coursepack)
Pumla Gobodo-Madikezela, “On Trauma and Forgiveness’ (excerpt, coursepack)
Lynn Waker Huntley, “Conflict Resolution” (excerpt, coursepack)

Finish film & Discussion of film and readings (including 11/28 & 11/30)

VII. Peace Politics & Strategies



(Common security; an dternative vison of internationd relations; the role of peace
movements)

December 5 — Common Security and Peace Movements
Charles DeBenedetti, “ American Peace Activism” (WP Reader)
Pam Solo, Ted Sasson & Rob Leavitt, “Outlining the Future: Principles of
Common Security” (coursepack)
Paul Joseph, “Peace Movements Make a Difference” (coursepack)

Discussion & Learning Group: Do Peace Movements Matter?

December 7 — The Peace Movement Today (and Human Respongihilities)
Kate Zernike and Dean E. Murphy, “Antiwar Movement Morphs from Wild-eyed
to Civil” (WP Reeder)
Hans King, “A Globa Ethic in World Politics’ (WP Reader)

Discussion & Wrap-Up

EVALUATION
Y our course grade will be determined asfollows:

Midterm and Fina (20% each); Two Short Papers (20% each); Participation in Class
Exercises & Discussion (20%)

In-Class Examswill consst of five short essay questions (you will receive more
information on this). The two short papers (suggested length: 3-5 double- spaced pages, one
due October 3rd and the other due December 5th) will be based on questions posed to you.
Mogt class sessons will have exercises to be completed in your learning groups. If you missa
class, regardless of the reason, you won' receive participation points for that session but in
many cases, you can do the exercise out of class for partial credit. Itisup to you to ask the
ingtructor about make-ups.

Optional Research Paper. Y ou will be offered the chance to do a research paper
involving an andyss of apast or present conflict. If you dont do this paper, it won't affect your
grade at dl. The optiona paper can be used for extra credit to raise your grade or to substitute
for alow grade on the midterm exam or paper. More details to come.

FINAL EXAM : Tuesday, December 12: 9:00 a.m.



