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CURRENT POSITION 
 
Professor, History Department, and Dean of the College and Graduate 
School of Arts & Sciences, Boston College 

 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. (1997), History Department, New York University 
Ph.D. dissertation title:  “Reconstructing Democracy:  Politics and Ideas in 
New York City, 1865-1880”  
M.A. (1995), History Department, New York University 
 
B.A. (1988), magna cum laude, American Studies Department, Amherst 
College 
 
CURRENT SCHOLARLY PROJECTS 
 
“Last, Best Hope: International Lives of the American Civil War,” Hill and 
Wang (forthcoming) 
 
“A Companion to American Urban History,” Blackwell Publishers 
(forthcoming, 2010) 
 
“The Boston Busing Crisis: A Brief History with Documents,” Bedford 
Books/St. Martin’s as part of the Bedford Series in History and Culture 
(forthcoming, 2010) 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books 
 
Second Founding: New York City, Reconstruction, and the Making of 
American Democracy, Hill and Wang, 2004. Alternate Selection of the 
History Book Club, 2004  
 
Jim Crow New York: A Documentary Reader on Race and Citizenship, 
1777-1877, co-authored with David N. Gellman, New York University 
Press, 2003.  Choice Outstanding Academic Book Award Winner, 2004 
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Boston’s Histories: Essays in Honor of Thomas H. O’Connor, co-edited with 
James O’Toole, Northeastern University Press, January 2004; including 
my chapter, “Charles Sumner and the Political Cultures of Reconstruction 
in New England” 
 
E Book 
 
Jim Crow New York: A Documentary Reader on Race and Citizenship, 
1777-1877, co-authored with David N. Gellman, American Council of 
Learned Societies, Frontpage Selection, December 2004 
 
 
 
 
Articles and Book Chapters 
 
 
“John Slidell and the Ends of Southern Cosmopolitanism,” in Caleb 
McDaniel and Bethany Johnson, eds., The South and the World in the Era 
of the American Civil War (forthcoming) 
 
“Rouault in New York: Art and Reputation in the Mid-Century United 
States,” in Stephen Schloesser, ed., Mystic Masque: Semblance and Reality 
in Georges Rouault, 1871-1958 (McMullen Museum of Art, 2008) 
 
“Emancipation, Empires, and Democracies: Locating the United States in 
the World, 1840-1900,” in Peter Stearns, ed., Globalizing American 
History: The AHA Guide to Re-Imagining the U.S. Survey Course (American 
Historical Association, 2008) 
 
“Constitutional Revision in the City: The Enforcement Acts and Urban 
America, 1870-1894,” The Journal of Policy History, January 2008 
 
“Southern Slavery in a Free City: Economy, Politics and Culture,” in 
Slavery in New York, edited by Ira Berlin and Leslie Harris, The New 
Press, 2005 (companion volume to major exhibition at the New-York 
Historical Society, 2005-2007) 
 
“’The proud name of ‘Citzen’ has sunk’: Suffrage Restriction, Class 
Formation, and the Tilden Commission of 1877,” American Nineteenth-
Century History, Summer 2002 
 
“Acts of Enforcement,” New York History, Summer 2002 
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“Coming to Terms with the Hoover Presidency,” chapter in Uncommon 
Americans: The Lives and Legacies of Herbert and Lou Henry Hoover, 
edited by Timothy Walch, Praeger, 2003 
   
 
Reviews, Encyclopedia Entries, and Other Professional Publications 
 
Review of Michael F. Holt, By One Vote: The Disputed Presidential Election  
of 1876, in Journal of Southern History, forthcoming. 
 
“Epistolary America” (essay on David M. Henkin, The Postal Age: The 
Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America)  
in Reviews in American History, March 2008 
 
“The Antiwar Metropolis,” essay featured as part of the Brooklyn Public 
Library’s online exhibit, Enshrined Memories: Brooklyn and the Civil War, 
November 2007. 
 
Review of Davison M. Douglas, Jim Crow Moves North: The Battle over 
Northern School Segregation, 1865-1954, H-Urban, 2007 
 
Review of Bruce Laurie, Beyond Garrison: Antislavery and Social Reform,  
and T. Gregory Garvey, Creating a Culture of Reform in Antebellum 
America, in New England Quarterly, 2006 
 
Entries on “Slavery: Northeast,” “Massachusetts,” “Connecticut,” “Rhode 
Island,” New Hampshire,” “Cotton Mather and Blacks,” “John Jay and 
Blacks,” “Venture Smith,” “Congregationalism and Blacks,” and “Training 
Day,” in Oxford University Press’s Encyclopedia of African-American 
History, Volume I: The Colonial World and the New Nation, edited by 
Graham Russell Hodges, 2006 
 
Review of Michael Pearson, Dreaming of Columbus, in New York History, 
2001 
 
Review of Carl Abbot, Political Terrain: Washington, D.C., from Tidewater 
Town to Global Metropolis, in Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 2000 
 
Review of Miller, Stout, and Wilson, eds., Religion and the American Civil 
War, in Civil War History, 2000 
 
Review of Amy S. Greenberg, Cause for Alarm: The Volunteer Fire 
Department in the Nineteenth-Century City, in Pennsylvania Magazine of 
History and Biography, 1999 
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Review of James J. Connolly, The Triumph of Ethnic Progressivism:  Urban 
Political Culture in Boston, 1900-1925, on H-URBAN, January 1999 
 
Review of James T. Lemon, Liberal Dreams and Nature’s Limits: Great 
Cities of North America Since 1600, in Journal of American History, 
December 1998 
 
Review of Mary P. Ryan, Civic Wars:  Democracy and Public Life in the 
American City during the Nineteenth Century, in Culturefront, Winter 
1998 
 
“New York City,” Collier’s Encyclopedia, 1997 
 
Review of Dorothee Schneider, Trade Unions and Community:  The German 
Working Class in New York City, 1870-1900, in International Labor and 
Working-Class History, Fall 1997 
 
“Brooks Adams,” “David Saville Muzzey,” and “Fred Shannon,” in 
American National Biography, Oxford University Press, 1999 
 
“Ordinary People, Extraordinary Lives,” conference review, International 
Labor and Working-Class History, Fall 1994 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
“Slidell, Mason, and the Ends of Southern Internationalism,” paper 
presented at “The South and the World in the Civil War Era,” The Museum 
of Southern History Symposium on Southern History, Rice University, 
February 2009.  Invited presentation.  Paper will be included with six 
other essays in a volume to be edited by Caleb McDaniel and Bethany 
Johnson.  
 
Chair, “Globalizing Reconstruction: Examining the Legacies of 
Reconstruction in a Transnational Perspective” panel, annual meeting of 
the American Historical Association, New York, January 2009. 
 
Comment on “Expanding the Geography of Reconstruction” panel, annual 
meeting of the Organization of American Historians, New York, March 
2008 
 
“The Academic Job Market,” annual meeting of the American Historical 
Association, Washington, D.C., January 2008 
 
“The Antiwar Metropolis,” conference on “Enshrined Memories: Brooklyn 
and the Civil War,” Brooklyn Public Library, November 2007 
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“1876: The North’s Reconstruction,” Using Essex History, Andover 
Historical Society, July 2007 
 
“Northern White Artists and the Reimagining of Race:  The Cases of Homer 
and Saint Gaudens” paper, annual meeting of the Organization of American 
Historians, Minneapolis, April 2007 
 
Chair and organizer, Plenary Session, 2006 Meeting of the Urban History 
Association, Phoenix, Arizona, October 2006 
 
“Grant’s World Tour:  An American Abroad at Reconstruction’s End,” 
Boston University Seminar on Political History, September 2006 
 
“Civil Liberties in Wartime,” Using Essex History, Salem State College, July 
2006 
 
“Constitutional Revision in the City: The Enforcement Acts and Urban 
America, 1870-1894,” Cambridge University-Boston University 
Conference on American Political History, March 2006 
 
“International Reactions to Grant’s World Tour, 1877-1879,” Annual 
Meeting of the American Historical Association, Philadelphia, Penn., 
January 2006 
 
Comment on Cindy Lobel’s paper, "'The Empire of Gastronomy': New York 
City's Food Markets, 1750-1850," Boston Early American History Seminar, 
Massachusetts Historical Society, December 2005 
 
“Race Relations and Presidential Leadership,” invited lecture part of 
“Forever Free: Abraham Lincoln’s Journey to Emancipation” exhibition at 
Tufts University, October 2005 
 
“Toward an International History of the American Civil War,” Conference 
on Histories of Globalization, Center for Historical Studies, University of 
Maryland, College Park, September 2005 
 
“Models for Best Practices in Graduate Education,” Workshop  for 
Directors of Graduate Studies, American Historical Association, Rosslyn, 
Virginia, August 2005 
 
Comment, Panel on “Modernism and the Arts in the Progressive Era City,” 
Annual Meeting of the New England Historical Association, Weston, Mass., 
April 2005 
 
“America’s Stories in a Global Context: Teaching and Researching U.S. 
History in Canada, Chile, Italy, Latvia, and Poland,” Co-Organizer and Chair 
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of session, Annual Meeting of the Organization of American Historians, San 
Francisco, April 2005. 
 
“International Reactions to American Events in 1854,” invited paper, 
presented at the Lincoln Forum’s Conference on the sesquicentennial of 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act, Roger Williams University, Bristol, Rhode 
Island, June 2004 
 
Comment on James Connolly paper, “From Ring to Machine: the Evolution 
of Urban Political Reform Language in Gilded Age America,” Boston 
Seminar on Immigration and Urban History, Massachusetts Historical 
Society, October 2003 
 
“American Abolitionists and the Revolutions of 1848,” Annual Meeting of 
the Society for Historians of the Early American Republic, Berkeley, July 
2002 
 
“The Tribune’s Transcendentalism:  Horace Greeley and the Transmission 
of New England Intellectual Life,” Annual Meeting of the Society for 
Historians of the Early American Republic, Baltimore, July 2001 
 
“Acts of Enforcement:  Race, Ethnicity, and the State in Reconstruction-
Era New York City,” Boston Seminar on Immigration and Urban History, 
Massachusetts Historical Society, January 2000 
 
“’The proud name of ‘Citizen’ has sunk’:  Suffrage Restriction, Class 
Formation and the Tilden Commission of 1877,” North American Labor 
History Conference, Detroit, October 1999 
 
“Hoover and Late Transatlantic Progressivism,” John F. Kennedy Library, 
September 1999 
 
“The Jim Crow North:  New York City and the Legacies of the 
Constitutional Convention of 1821,” Annual Meeting of the Society for 
Historians of the Early American Republic, July 1999 
 
“Reconstructing Citizenship in the City:  The Fourteenth Amendment in 
New York,” Annual Meeting of the Organization of American Historians, 
San Francisco, April 1997.  Co-organized the panel titled “From 
Antislavery to Equal Protection:  Race and Citizenship in New York, 1780-
1880”  
 
“The Tilden Commission of 1877 and the Politics of Suffrage,” Conference 
on New York State History, SUNY-New Paltz, June 1996 
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“Defending the ‘Rights of Taxpayers’:  New York Conservatives and the 
Politics of Reform in the Age of Reconstruction,” Princeton University 
Conference on the History of American Conservatism, May 1996 
 
“Reconstructing Urban Democracy:  Politics and Culture in New York City, 
1865-1880,” N.Y.U. Cultural History Workshop, March 1995 
 
“Public Housing, Urban Politics, and the Metropolitan Working Class:  
Brooklyn, 1945-1960,” New School for Social Research Proseminar on 
Politics and Policy, February 1993 

 
FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS 
   
Research Incentive Grant, Boston College, 2002-2003 
 
Faculty Fellowship, Boston College, 2001-2002 
 
Gilder-Lehrman Fellowship in American History, Gilder-Lehrman Institute 
for American History, 2001 
 
Research Expense Grant, Boston College, 1999-2003 
 
New Faculty Research Grant, Boston College, 1998 
 
Charlotte W. Newcombe Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, Woodrow Wilson 
National Fellowship Foundation, 1996-97 
 
University Fellowship, New York University, 1991-96 
 
Forris Jewett Moore Fellow in American History, Amherst College, 1993-
94 
 
Amherst Memorial Fellow in American History, Amherst College, 1991-93 
 
HONORS 
  
Distinguished Teaching Award (university-wide honor), Boston College, 
May 2007 
 
Choice Outstanding Academic Title Award for Jim Crow New York, 2004 
 
Outstanding Teacher Award, Phi Alpha Theta, Boston College, 1999-2000 
 
Dissertation Nominated for Allan Nevins Prize, Society of American 
Historians, 1998 
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Pass with Distinction, Oral and Written Comprehensive Exams, History 
Department, New York University, Fall 1993 
 
High Honors, B.A. Thesis, American Studies Department, Amherst College, 
May 1988.  Thesis title:  “The Workers and Their World:  Connecting the 
Catholic Workers to Their Historical Time” 
 
DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE 
 
Director of Graduate Studies, 2005-2008 (led a comprehensive curricular 
review and revision, 2006-2007) 
 
Graduate Committee, 2003-2008 
 
Lectures Committee, 1999-2001, 2002- 
 
Fourth-year Review Committee, 2004 
 
Promotion Committee, 2005, 2006, 2006 
 
China Search Committee, 2002-2003 
   
Mentoring Committee, 2002 
 
U.S. Foreign Relations Search Committee, 2000-2001 
 
Chair, Undergraduate Curriculum Revision Committee, 2000-2001 
 
Electives Committee, 1998-2000 
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
  
Dean of the College and Graduate School of Arts & Sciences, 2009 -  
 
Interim Dean of the College and Graduate School of Arts & Sciences, 2008-
2009 
 
Founding Director, Institute for the Liberal Arts, 2008-2009 
 
Acting Associate Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences, 2007-2008 
 
Chair, Seminar on the University and the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, 
2007-2009 
 
Member, Search Committee, Vice President for Student Affairs, 2007 
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Educational Policy Committee, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 
2006-2007 
 
Delegate, International Conference on Jesuit Education, Paris, June 2006 
 
Member, Advisory Committee, Academic Advising Center, 2006-2007 
 
Participant, Halftime Retreats, 2005, 2007 
 
Member, Seminar on Student Formation, 2005-2006 
 
Member, Search Committee, Academic Vice President and Dean of 
Faculties, 2005 
 
Member, Search Committee, Black Studies Director, 2004-2005  
  
Member, Humanities Taskforce, Strategic Planning Process, 2004  
  
Educational Policy Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, 2003-2006 
  
Member, Planning Committee for “Teachers for a New Era,” Carnegie 
Foundation Grant, 2003-2005; liaison between history department and 
LSOE, 2006-2007 
   
Steering Committee, American Studies Minor, 2000-  
   
Social Studies/History Search, Lynch School of Education, 2000-2001 
 
Member, Council on Teacher Education, 1999- 
 
Directed Teacher Training Program, Brighton High School, 2001-2002 
 
Participant, Admissions Office Activities for Admitted Students, 2000-
present 
 
Parents Advisory Committee, Boston College Children’s Center, 2001-
2002, 2003-2005, 2006- 
 
Co-organizer, “Boston’s Histories” conference in honor of Thomas H. 
O’Connor, December 2000 
 
Led seminars for graduate students, Academic Development Center, 1999, 
2002 
 
Steering Committee and leader of trips to New York City, USIA/Fulbright 
Summer Institutes, 1999-2001  
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SERVICE TO PROFESSION 
 
Chair, Local Arrangements Committee, 2011 Annual Meeting of the 
American Historical Association, Boston, Massachusetts 
 
Consultant, Bicentennial Exhibition on Lincoln, New-York Historical 
Society, 2008-2009 
 
Member, Scholarly Advisory Committee, Boston Museum, 2007- 
 
Member, College Board United States History Advisory Committee, 2005-
present; Chair of the Committee, 2007- 
 
Contributing book review editor, H-URBAN, 2000-2004 
 
Local Arrangements Committee, American Historical Association Annual 
Meeting, January 2001, Boston, Massachusetts 
 
Manuscript reviewer for University of Chicago Press; Oxford University 
Press; The Journal of Social History; The Journal of the Gilded Age and the 
Progressive Era; New York History; Indiana University Press; 
Northeastern University Press; Temple University Press 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE 
 
Expert Witness, NAACP LDF, Hayden v Pataki, 2004 
 
Facilitator, Workshops for Public School Teachers, New York City  
Department of Education and New-York Historical Society, 2004-2005;  
University of Massachusetts at Boston and Boston Public Schools, 2003-
2005 
 
Lead Scholar, Summer Institute on the Long Reconstruction,  Boston 
Public Schools, 2003, 2004 
 
Member, School Council, King Open School, Cambridge, Mass., 2004-2006 
 

 
MEDIA APPEARANCES AND INTERVIEWS  
 
“Newsday with Chet Curtis,” New England Cable News, October 2001 
 
“Herbert Hoover and the Great Depression,” C-SPAN, September 1999 
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“Biography” Series on Nineteenth-Century New Yorkers, Arts and 
Entertainment Television Network, April 1998 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Research Scholar, Project on Cities and Urban Knowledges, International 
Center for Advanced Studies, New York University, 1997-98 
 
Visiting Assistant Professor, John W. Draper Interdisciplinary M.A. 
Program in the Humanities and Social Thought, New York University, 
1997-98 
 
Instructor, History Department, New York University, Summer 1994-97 
 
Visiting Scholar, New York Council for the Humanities, Brooklyn, Queens, 
Staten Island and Nassau, Westchester & Rockland Counties, N.Y., 1993-
97 
 
Social Studies Teacher and Community Outreach Coordinator, John Jay 
High School, Brooklyn, N.Y., 1988-91 
 
REFERENCES 
 
Professor Thomas Bender, History, NYU 
Professor Lizabeth Cohen, History, Harvard University 
Professor Ira Katznelson, Political Science, Columbia University 
Professor Robert Gross, History, University of Connecticut 
Professor James Stewart, History, Macalester College 
Professor David Gellman, History, Depauw University 
 
Date: November 2009 
 


