A Recollection by Executive Producer Barbara Hartwell

In 1992, through my work with the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation, I had the pleasure of meeting Pamela Berger, a Boston College art history professor, scholar and movie director. Pamela was inspired to tell a positive story about the cultural clashes between Native Americans in the Northeast and the Vikings, a full 500 years before Columbus was said to have “discovered” America. Her way of approaching this story was unique – inclusive and collaborative.  She was determined to honor Algonquian, Icelandic, and Celtic peoples in the telling.  She sent letters out to tribes across the Northeast and fortuitously, I was in a position to answer her letter. So it was that I became intrigued with this woman and her idea.

Through archeological and anthropological research and study, my Tribe continues to learn about the history and life ways of our ancestors, and, as it happened, Killian’s Chronicle was being produced while we were planning the development of the Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research Center on our Reservation in Southeastern Connecticut.  There was already an interest in telling a story that included the perspective of the native people, and Pamela’s respect for other cultures rang out loud and clear.  Telling a story from the viewpoint of the people who were already here when others came to these shores, and telling it in one of our own languages creates an understanding usually lost in the history books. And so, my personal involvement in the film began with research into the historical background of the Northeast Algonquian people. 

I have fond memories of spending time with Pamela pouring over Passamaquoddy place names and language with Wayne Newell, an educator and native Passamaquoddy speaker. Pamela and I went to libraries and museums, and we met with language scholars and artists.  We scouted locations for filming by hiking the Lake of Isles and Bluff Point, where the first Viking landing scenes were eventually shot.  During pre-production we traveled to New York for casting. I am especially blessed with the memory of our meeting with my late grandmother, Alice Langevin Brend (Mashantucket Pequot), as she described the native healing plants and herbs passed down through oral tradition by her mother and grandmother.

I was fortunate to have met and worked with many talented native people throughout the making of Killian’s Chronicle – people from Pequot, Mohawk, Mohegan, Micmac, Passamaquoddy, and Narragansett, to name but a few.  The props for the film were made by incredibly talented artists and were so realistic that the Tribe bought them for the new museum!  I had the opportunity to recommend music for the score, work along with Pamela’s students at Boston College creating the scheduling board, and observe Pamela as she directed the cast during filming at Bluff Point and at other places along the Atlantic coast. 

It is very exciting to have yet another occasion to be involved in the creation of this DVD of Killian’s Chronicle, the Magic Stone by being asked to write some of my memories of fifteen years ago. Not only was the experience working with Pamela fulfilling, it secured our strong bond of friendship.

                                                                             Barbara Hartwell Poirier

