Adizah Eghan
	
	Traveling allows one to learn the most unique, intimate and otherwise unknown things about oneself. When I think back on my trip to India, during the summer of 2011, I am instantly filled with a rush of memorable feelings and emotions. I was excited to get the opportunity to experience a different culture and eager to examine how a country with a vastly growing population gears their policies towards the prevention of HIV/AIDS. In India, I volunteered at a local NGO that focused on the prevention of HIV/AIDS and other STIs among the MSM[footnoteRef:0] community. I am so thankful to have been chosen as one of the recipients of the Amanda V. Houston Fellowship. This award has supported my curiosity beyond the classroom and allowed me to grow into a sensible, self-confident leader.  [0:  Men who have sex with men] 

	Throughout my time in Ajmer, India I lived with a young woman and her son who spoke very little English. My daily experiences of attempting to communicate in rudimentary Hindi—whether in the project office, on the street or at home—reminded me how difficult yet rewarding it is to communicate with someone in another language. The revelation also helped me feel more confident in expressing myself in French (which I speak significantly better than Hindi) when I began my year abroad in Paris. The NGO that I was involved with is called JKSM[footnoteRef:1]. JKSM is a project office for the prevention of HIV/AIDS among MSM. Throughout these two weeks, I visited a clinic for truck drivers (which are common transmitters of STIs in the Rajasthan area), the local hospital and some of the common hotspots for male prostitution (in the daytime of course). I was pleased to see the progress that the social workers were making in the area; they set up condom distribution sites at various tea stands and registered over 520 MSM in the area for regular testing, medical consultations, and access to free condoms. Furthermore, I interviewed various men that were willing to talk to me and help me understand the culture towards sexuality and more specifically, homosexuality and disease transmission. I was grateful for the opportunity to interview individuals, sometimes with interpreters since interviews were where I learned the most about STI transmission and general thoughts on, sexuality, gender roles and sexual behavior. I found that many of the male sex workers had dropped out of school around the middle school level and sexual education was not taught in schools until later on in the high school level. From my interviews, I was able to draw the conclusion that awareness programs for the younger generations are necessary in order to truly reduce the transmission of STIs. [1:  Jan Kala Sahitya Manch Sanstha ] 

	I left India with an understanding of the great power that local NGOs have within the community. There were times when I felt as if I did not belong in Ajmer because I did not have much to offer (in terms of skills). However, the social workers seemed to be delighted that I was there with them and willing to learn new things. For that reason, the most important thing I took out of this trip was an inspiration and motivation to continue my education in order to obtain the necessary skills to assist in the development of better global communities. 
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