Boston College
Intellectual Property

Introduction

Boston College, as an institution of higher learning, has two primary academic aims: to share existing
knowledge with its students and to engage in research and scholarly activities. The products of scholarly and
research efforts often have social and commercial implications. These products may, therefore, be of benefit to
the individuals involved, to the University, and to society. This policy governs the protection and administration
of intellectual property developed in support of the University’s mission.

Boston College recognizes that commercially valuable intellectual properties may arise in the course of
research and other activities conducted by employees and students using University resources and facilities.
The purpose of this policy is to define the conditions of ownership, legal protection, development, and
licensing of intellectual properties conceived or first reduced to practice by any Boston College employee or
student. Under this policy, intellectual properties can be managed so as to further the University’s mission,
enhance the value of such properties, and maximize benefits to the University, inventors, authors, and the
public.

This policy applies to all persons employed by Boston College and any person using Boston College facilities
under the supervision or sponsorship of University personnel, including, but not limited to, visiting and

adjunct faculty, and under certain conditions specified herein, students. All exceptions to the policy must be
negotiated in advance and agreed to in writing by the Vice Provost for Research (VPR) or his or her designee.

Definitions
For purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply:
Author is a person who creates a work protected by copyright.

Copyright is a form of protection the law provides to the authors of "original works of authorship" for their
intellectual works that are "fixed in any tangible medium of expression," both published and unpublished.
Examples of works that are protected by copyright include books, periodicals, software, musical or dramatic
works, pictorial or other artistic works, and audiovisual works. Copyright arises upon the creation of the work
and includes a bundle of rights: the right to reproduce the work; the right to distribute copies of it; the right to
prepare derivative works based on the work; and the right to make public performances or displays of the work.

Database is a collection of independent works, data or other materials arranged in a systematic or methodical
way and individually accessible by electronic or other means.

Equity is rights of ownership in an enterprise, including shares of stock or securities, stock options, warrants,
or any other rights to purchase stock or securities.

Equity Pool is the total allotment of equity negotiated by the University as consideration for a license of the
University’s interest in an invention.

Executive Committee consists of the General Counsel, Vice Provost for Research, Provost, Financial Vice
President & Treasurer and the Executive Vice President or their designees. The committee provides oversight
to OTTL, including periodic review of the progress of intellectual property development at the University,
including invention disclosures, patent applications, and licensing activity, and approves any changes to this
policy.

Intellectual Property is a creation of the mind or intellect, the ownership of which is recognized and protected
by law. It includes any patentable invention, tangible research property, works protected by copyright,



trademarks, trade secrets, works of art, and inventions or creations that might normally be developed on a
proprietary basis.

Invention is a new or useful process or discovery, art, method, technique, product, machine, device
manufacture, software, composition of matter, or improvement thereof that is subject to protection by patent.

Invention Disclosure Forms are forms that report and describe a new Invention, signed by the Inventor(s).
Inventor is any individual associated with the University who makes an Invention.

Licensing Costs are defined as all the administrative, marketing, patent, and legal costs relating to the
Intellectual Property licensed.

Net Equity Income is the proceeds realized by the University from the dividends or sale of equity received by
the University in a licensing agreement, net of Licensing Costs.

OTTL is the University Office for Technology Transfer and Licensing, which manages the disclosure,
management, and commercialization of intellectual property under this policy.

Patent is a grant issued by the United States or a foreign patent office that gives an inventor, or the entity to
whom the inventor has assigned ownership rights, the right to exclude others from making, using, or selling
the invention within the country within which the patent is issued.

Proceeds are all compensation of whatever kind received from the sale, license, or other transfer of intellectual
property rights by the University to a third party. This includes, but is not limited to, percentage payments, up-
front fees, milestone payments, shares of stock, and any other financial or in-kind consideration.

Software includes mathematical codes, programs, instructions, routines, and other functions that control the
functioning and operation of a computer or data processing system. Software may be protected by patent,
copyright, or trade secret.

Sponsored Project Agreement (SPA) is a contract between the University and a sponsoring organization that
sets the terms and conditions for the conduct of a faculty research or training project. An SPA typically
includes a description of the work to be performed and the terms of payment, and stipulates the ownership of
intellectual property, publication rights, and other legal assurances.

Substantial Resources include substantial University financial, staff, or other support, including the use of
University facilities and resources to a greater extent than the norm typically used for educational and research
purposes by similarly situated individuals in the department and/or school in which the Inventor or Author
holds his or her primary appointment. The University generally will not regard academic year salary, office
space, ordinary library resources, usual secretarial and administrative staff resources, or usual computer
equipment as constituting Substantial Resources, unless these resources are made available specifically to
support the development of specific materials to be used for University purposes.

Tangible Research Property (TRP) is comprised of research results in their tangible physical form, and
includes, but is not limited to, biological organisms, compositions of matter, instruments, machines or devices,
and other property that can be physically distributed. Tangible Research Property may also have intellectual
property rights associated with it, for example, compositions of matter which are patented.

Trademark is a word, name, symbol, or design (or any combination) adopted by an organization to identify its
goods and services and distinguish them from the goods and services of others.

University Research Council (URC) consists of faculty members appointed by the Vice Provost for Research
and provides advice to the Vice Provost for Research and Provost on issues that affect research at the



