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Letter from the Editor

 On behalf of the entire Editorial Staff of the Kaleidoscope International Journal, welcome to the 
Spring 2014 edition. This issue includes a variety of fascinating articles and features, including a set of articles 
examining various societal and cultural impacts of World War II.

 Leading this issue is Kamyar Noori’s analysis of the politics of religion in the ancient Roman Empire. 
He explains how Roman Emperors since Augustus secured their rule by claiming divine right and publicly 
demonstrating their commitment to Roman religious beliefs and traditions. Meagan McCarthy then confronts 
questions of blame and guilt in modern France, specifically in the context of the World War II tragedy at 
the Vélodrome d’Hiver. The final article in the historical section describes the battle between the Sicilian 
Mafia and Fascism during the reign of Benito Mussolini. Kenneth St. John explains how the American war 
effort against Italy helped the Mafia survive and recover after the Second World War. In the cultural section, 
Stephen Loverde’s Music During World War II looks at the relationship and impact of Dmitri Shostakovich’s 
7th Symphony on the Soviet struggle against Nazi Germany. This edition’s photo diaries include vistas of 
the reclusive state of Myanmar, the vibrant city of Barcelona, and the spiritual hills of Northern and Central 
India. In the current affairs section, Haotian Chen unravels how China’s aging population is proving to be 
a complex challenge for the Chinese pension system. Adam Rosenbloom describes efforts in South Africa 
towards greater legal and social acceptance of LGBT persons. Finally, Alissa Heller writes of the severe 
threats and obstacles facing journalists in Mexico. Despite attempts by the Mexican Federal Government to 
strengthen laws protecting journalists, corruption and drug violence continue to threaten the critical pillar 
of democracy that is free press.

 The Spring 2014 edition of the Kaleidoscope International Journal is the sixth issue of the journal on 
which I have had the pleasure to work. It also marks the beginning of the end of an era. During the 2013-
2014 academic year, we welcomed many new staff members. As the year comes to a close, however, we must 
say goodbye to two of our most valued members. Managing Editor Madison Montgomery and Senior Copy 
Editor Patrick Reynolds will graduate at the end of this term. Madison has been a valued member of the 
Kaleidoscope staff since the fall of 2011. Patrick has played a pivotal role in leading our young team of copy 
editors for the past year. Kaleidoscope would not have been the same without them, and we wish them both 
the best in their future endeavors.

 I would like to thank the entire Kaleidoscope Editorial Staff for their hard work and dedication, 
without which none of this would be possible, as well as our advisors for their continued support. I hope you 
enjoy this latest edition of the Boston College International Relations and Global Studies Journal.

Omeed Alerasool
Editor-in-chief
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Match Made in Heaven
Religion and Politics in Imperial Rome

By Kamyar Noori

	 As	 the	 first	emperor	of	Rome,	Augustus	
established precedence by which future 
emperors would rule. Augustus intricately 
entwined religion and politics. While one might 
expect that there would be a departure from 
this politicization of religion during the reign of 
Christian emperors, the reigns of future rulers, 
such as Constantine and Justinian, proved that 
this was not the case. Augustus’ religious views 
led him to exploit the divinity of predecessors, 
demonstrate public religiosity, and venerate 
Roman traditions. Thus, his actions deeply 
impacted the political lives of subsequent rulers. 
 The precedents that Augustus established 
revolved around the fundamental Roman belief 
that the health of the state depends on its 
relationship with the divine. When Horace, a 
well-known Roman poet, attributed Rome’s civil 

war between the forces of Augustus and Mark 
Antony to “crumbling shrines of the gods and 
the	statues	that	are	filthy	with	black	smoke,”	he	
depicted how Romans thought their gods would 
respond to being neglected.1 On the other hand, 
the evocatio (evocation) of the Roman goddess 
Juno, following the conquest of Veii, with the 
promise	of	“a	temple	worthy	of	[her]	greatness,”	
demonstrates	the	perceived	benefits	of	pleasing	
the gods.2 It was politically crucial that Roman 
leaders demonstrated that they would be on the 
receiving end of divine favor, by avoiding neglect 
and actively pleasing the gods.  
 Augustus’ praise of Caesar introduced 
future emperors to a political tool that 
could be used to harness this critical divine 
favor.	 Following	 Caesar’s	 deification	 by	 the	
Roman Senate, the sighting of a comet during 

Historical 9

Noori

Roman Emperor Augustus

“With these two edicts, 
Justinian made it difficult 

for his enemies to overthrow 
him, because any action 
taken against him could 

be seen as risking the 
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games held in his honor was interpreted as a 
confirmation	 of	 his	 divinity.	 Pliny	 writes	 that	
the people of Rome viewed this comet as a sign 
that Caesar had indeed been “received among 
the	immortal	gods.”3 Augustus exploited the cult 
of his adoptive father to his political advantage, 
dedicating a temple to Caesar.4 By demonstrating 
that not only was he the successor of a divine 
ruler, but was also undertaking actions to please 
that divinity, Augustus was signaling to Romans 
that he had a special tie to the gods. This sent 
the message that Rome would live under a pax 
deorum (peace of the gods) as a result of his 
leadership. Given the political turmoil following 
the	murder	 of	 Caesar,	 Pliny’s	 observation	 that	
the	 deification	 of	 Caesar	 had	 a	 “health	 giving	
influence	 over	 the	 world”	 suggests	 that	 the	
Roman	people	sought	to	find	stability	in	the	rule	
of Augustus.
	 The	 linkage	 of	 an	 emperor	 to	 a	 deified	
predecessor set a precedent for Augustus’ 
successors. Cassius Dio writes that, “following 
the death of Augustus, Augustus’ wife bribed 
a senator to swear he had seen Augustus 
ascending	 to	 heaven.”5 This measure was 
necessary	as	Tiberius	did	not	have	a	firm	claim	to	
power; Augustus had reluctantly 
chosen Tiberius, his stepson, as 
his successor because he did not 
have other suitable heirs.6 Since 
there was neither procedure nor 
precedent for imperial succession, 
political rivals of Tiberius could 
easily dispute his power. The 
senator’s account of Augustus’ 
apotheosis shielded Tiberius by 
providing a divine linkage, thus 
making Tiberius no longer an 
arbitrary successor, but a divinely-chosen heir. 
Tiberius had become the successor to a god, so 
his claim to power was legitimized. 
	 Even	though	Christianity	and	deification	

seem incompatible, Christian emperors also 
benefited	politically	 from	establishing	 a	divine	
link to their predecessors. Constantine, for 
example, stood to gain considerably from this 
practice – both before and after his conversion. 
The motives behind Constantine’s use of this 
tool were similar to those of Augustus and 
Tiberius. Over the course of his life, Constantine 
would rise to power in two different instances in 
a manner that would require divine validation 
to secure his legitimacy.
 Following the death of his father, 
Constantine took his place as emperor of Britain 
in the tetrarchy of divided power that existed at 
the time in the Roman Empire. His method of 
ascension, however, was unprecedented. Just as 
there had been no set procedure for succession 
after Augustus, there was no procedure for the 
succession of a tetrarch. Thus, any successor 
would require further legitimization. The 
deification	of	Constantine’s	father,	Constantius,	
provided the opportunity to legitimize 
Constantine’s own power. Coins minted after 
Constantine rose to power contain the bust of 
Constantius on the front sides, while the back 
sides depict eagles surrounding a temple.7 These 

coins clearly indicate Constantine’s 
deification	of	his	father.	According	
to Herodian, “the eagle carries 
the soul of the emperor from the 
earth	 up	 to	 heaven”	 where	 it	 is	
then “worshipped with the rest 
of	 the	 gods.”8	 The	 deification	 of	
Constantius served the political 
purpose	 of	 making	 it	 difficult	 for	
Galerius, the senior emperor, to 
have Constantine replaced. For 
Galerius to do so would seem as if 

he was acting against the will of the gods, and 
would have been widely unpopular.
 Yet another political situation would 
soon arise that would make Constantine feel it 
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was necessary to legitimize his power. After his 
victory over Maxentius, Constantine became the 
senior emperor of the entire Western Roman 
Empire. He needed to establish a legitimate 
claim to a throne that he had acquired through 
brute force.9 By 317 AD, Constantine not only 
issued the set of coins that featured Constantius 
and eagles, but also issued coins that depicted 
Claudius Gothicus, a previous emperor.10 
Claudius’ legacy could be used to further his 
political legitimacy, due to an alleged ancestral 
link between Constantine and Claudius.11 
Constantine could now claim that he had not 
one, but two divine predecessors. By trying to 
establish a divine link to previous emperors, 
Constantine	 was	 following	 the	 precedent	 first	
established by Augustus and then continued by 
Tiberius. Much like Augustus, Constantine could 
imply that he would receive good favor from 
the gods, solidifying his power and making it 
difficult	for	opponents	to	question	his	rule.	
 Another precedent that Augustus 
established was the importance of demon-
strating proper religio. This was a crucial 
political tool, because conveying the image of 
a pious emperor as the link between Rome 
and the gods demonstrated that the emperor 
truly cared for Rome and was working towards 
pax deorum. This show of proper religio could 
take several forms. Augustus’ form focused on 
restoring certain aspects of Roman religion. As 
a part of his focus, Augustus sought to promote 
civic priesthoods, such as the Vestal Virgins. 
The Vestal Virgins were considered extremely 
important because they maintained the sacred 
Vesta	 flame,	 which	 symbolized	 the	 health	
of Rome. Augustus increased the number of 
privileges granted to Vestal Virgins, and even 
claimed he would have entered the names of his 
granddaughters to become Virgins if they were 
of age.12 The Vestal Virgins were associated 
with the security of the Roman Empire and thus 

Augustus demonstrated his piety and support 
for the empire by supporting them.13 
 Augustus’ focus on religious restoration 
also led him to focus on reviving ancient 
religious institutions of the Roman religion that 
he claimed had declined over time. He credits 
himself with rebuilding the Lupercal, where 
a she-wolf had supposedly nursed Romulus, 
the	deified	 founder	of	Rome.14 Additionally, he 
reinstituted	 the	 office	 of	 the	 flamen dialis, the 
high priest of Jupiter.15 All these actions were 
to his political advantage, as they demonstrated 
his piety and devotion to traditional Roman 
religion.	People,	therefore,	would	view	Augustus	
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as a sure recipient of divine favor and support 
him as emperor.
 Christian emperors used the precedent 
of demonstrating proper religio for political gain 
and applied it in a Christian dimension. Eusebius, 
bishop of Caesarea, described Constantine 
excavating the site of Christ’s resurrection and 
creating the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.16 

Eusebius also makes mention of Constantine 
pitching a tent on the eve of his battle against 
Maxentius in 312 AD and “offering prayers to 
God.”17 Constantine was demonstrating piety 
just as Augustus had. In fact, the construction of 
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher over the site 
of Christ’s resurrection is remarkably similar to 
Augustus’ reconstruction of the Lupercal. Both 
demonstrated the emperors’ interests in paying 
respect to the origins of their respective faith 
and traditions.

 The fact that Constantine was the ruler 
of a population that, for the most part, did 
not share his religious beliefs did not present 
too large of an obstacle, as he was able to 
demonstrate an adequate Christian religio. The 
Edict of Toleration of Galerius mandated that 
Christians were tolerated as long as they “pray 
to their God for our [Roman] welfare, and for 
that	of	the	public,	and	of	their	own.”18 Therefore, 
Constantine’s worship was still of political value, 
because working to receive the divine favor of 
any divinity was better than not receiving any 
favor at all. The Augustan precedent of exhibiting 
a proper level of religiosity was still relevant, 
even if it was through the worship of a different 
God.
 Another Christian emperor’s religious 
actions further demonstrate the value of using 
religio as a political tool. In 532 AD, a large mob 
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attempted to replace Justinian with one of his 
relatives.19 Three years later, Justinian passed 
two edicts that contained religious elements in 
order to shore up his political rule. In the preface 
to	 his	 first	 edict,	 Justinian	 writes,	 “nothing	
should receive the same attention at the hands 
of	emperors	as	 the	dignity	of	priests,”	because	
if the honor of priests is properly guarded, “God 
will	shower	much	good	on	us.”20 This association 
between a priestly college and the health of 
the state is nearly identical to the importance 
placed upon the Vestal Virgins. The edict then 
states that a bishop must be chaste, have risen 
through various ranks before reaching the rank 
of bishop, and not have children.21 With a preface 
concentrating on the importance of bishops in 
procuring prosperity from God being followed 
by a law meant to ensure the purity of bishops, 
Justinian’s edict intended to portray himself as 
a good Christian who was sure to receive God’s 
favor. 
 Justinian’s other edict portrays him 
as a model Christian and insures him against 
being overthrown. In Novel 8, he decrees that 
magistrates must take an oath “in calling God as 
a	witness,”	swearing	that	they	had	not	received	
any bribes in exchange for their special favor.22 

Then, in the appendix to that edict, Justinian 
orders bishops to place the law “by the side of 
the holy vases within the holy church as though 
consecrated	to	God	and	enacted	for	the	benefit	of	
the	men	created	by	Him.”23 By working towards 
an honest government, Justinian made a wise 
political decision that resonated well with his 
subjects. He then ordered this law to be placed 
in a holy section of the church, thus associating 
it with sacred objects. With these two edicts, 
Justinian	 made	 it	 difficult	 for	 his	 enemies	 to	
oppose him, since any action taken against him 
could be seen as risking the displeasure of God.  
	 The	 final	 precedent	 that	 was	 a	 central	
part of Augustus’ rise to power dealt with 

respecting Roman traditions. Just because the 
position of emperor had never before existed 
did not mean Roman culture was wiped clean 
of centuries-old customs. Having seen Caesar’s 
mistakes and his fate, Augustus was aware of the 
importance of acting within religious traditions. 
Caesar had made the mistake of allowing his 
image to be depicted as that of a god. Suetonius 
describes how Caesar had been “bestowed 
with temples, altars and statues beside those 
of	the	gods	and	a	special	priest.”24 It was these 
reasons that led Cicero, one of Caesar’s enemies, 
to confront Mark Antony with Caesar’s true 
intentions. Cicero asked Mark Antony, “What 
greater honor had [Caesar] obtained than that 
of having a holy cushion, an image, a temple, and 
a	 priest?”25 Cicero, however, already knew the 
answer. There was no higher honor that Caesar 

could bestow upon himself, as he had already 
been portrayed as a living god. 
 Having witnessed the downfall of Caesar, 
Augustus respected the fact that no Roman 
had ever been considered a god while alive. 
Therefore, Augustus was careful in how he 
presented himself. He chose to identify himself 
as princeps senatus (first	among	equals)	rather	
than king or emperor, so no one could claim he 
viewed himself as a superior.26 Augustus also 
refused to have any buildings dedicated to him 
in Rome, even going so far as melting statues 
of him that were built in the past.27 By doing 
so, he tried to avoid any suspicions that he was 
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trying to elevate his image beyond what Roman 
traditions deemed acceptable.
 However, such traditions did not apply 
outside of Rome. In eastern provinces, the 
worship of rulers was a traditional characteristic 
of government.28 Establishing temples and being 
worshipped as a god in eastern Roman provinces 
was not only acceptable, but politically effective. 
Allowing the establishment of temples in these 
provinces was politically pragmatic as it allowed 
the regions to demonstrate loyalty to the 
emperor. Yet, ever careful to maintain a certain 
image, Augustus did not allow the building of 
temples solely dedicated to him. Temples were 
only allowed to be built in his honor if they were 
dedicated to Rome as well.29 This prevented 
his political opponents from portraying him 

as having the same divine ambitions as Caesar, 
while still allowing Augustus to strengthen 
his position. Thus, Augustus established the 
precedent of keeping in line with the traditions 
of Rome in order to maintain and expand the 
power of the emperor.
 Following this precedent became 
especially crucial during the reign of Constantine, 
when Christians were still a minority in the 
Roman Empire. Neil McLynn of Oxford asserts 
that “it wasn’t politically prudent to be seen as a 
prisoner	of	the	Christians.”30 While Constantine 
stood to gain from demonstrating Christian 
religio, too much Christian piety could hurt 
him. Constantine may have gained the support 
of the Senate and non-Christian Romans in his 
rise to power, but that did not completely erase 
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suspicions generally held against Christians. 
This might explain why for all the times 
Eusebius demonstrates Constantine’s Christian 
piety, he never actually makes any mention 
of Constantine attending a church service.31 
It might be possible that Constantine did not 
want to give the impression of being under 
the control of Christian bishops. Constantine’s 
decision was a logical political maneuver, given 
Roman stereotypes of foreign religious collegia 
always seeking to take control of the Roman 
state. Constantine’s regular attendance of 
church services would have seemed analogous 
to the secretive meetings of cults, such as the 
Bacchanalia, who were met with animosity and 
repression in Rome.
 Therefore, Constantine respected Roman 
traditions and avoided arousing suspicions that 
the Roman state was falling under the control 
of	 Christian	 priests.	 The	 first	 cathedral	 in	
Rome that Constantine built was in the Lateran 
district of Rome in order to avoid offending 
pagan aristocracy and Senators.32 The Lateran 
district was far from the center of the city, 
where temples to the pagan gods dominated 
the religious space.33 By not encroaching on 
the traditional, religious spaces of Rome, 
Constantine demonstrated to his subjects that 
he would not be a threat to their centuries-old 
traditions. However, just as Augustus toed the 
line of breaking with Roman tradition outside 
of Rome, Constantine did as well. Eusebius 
writes of Constantine demolishing temples to 
Venus and Aesculapius in the outer provinces 
of	 Phoenicia	 and	 Cilicia.34 Since these temples 
were not in the city of Rome, Constantine was 
less reluctant in breaking with strict, Roman 
traditions.
	 Perhaps	 the	 most	 powerful	 example	
of Constantine attempting to stay in line with 
Roman tradition was his delayed baptism. 
Eusebius writes that only after Constantine 

became extremely ill did he chose to “purify 
himself”	in	the	“sacred	bath.”35 Given the history 
of Roman suspicions towards foreign cults, 
having an emperor involved in the initiation 
ceremony of a foreign cult may have been too 
drastic a breach from tradition. However, close 
to death, Constantine no longer had to fear the 
political	 ramifications	 of	 his	 religious	 actions.	
Perhaps	 most	 telling	 of	 this	 is	 Eusebius’s	
account of Constantine, following his baptism, 
being	“unwilling	to	touch	a	purple	robe	again,”	
the traditional garb of the Roman emperors for 
centuries.36

 All three religious precedents established 
by Augustus were designed to portray the 
emperor as the most likely candidate to preserve 
pax deorum. This was no coincidence or accident 
on the part of Augustus. His understanding of 
the relationship between Roman religion and 
politics allowed him to craft the image of a 
perfect emperor: pious, favored by the divine, 
and respectful of Roman traditions. The fact 
that this image was advantageous to pagan and 
Christian	 emperors	 alike	 signifies	 the	 efficacy	
of intertwining the political and the divine in 
ancient Rome.

 Kamyar Noori is an Economics major, 
Class of 2015
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 Cecile Widerman Kaufer, an 11-year-old 
Polish	immigrant	living	with	her	family	in	Paris,	
woke up to a loud banging at 3 a.m. on July 16, 
1942.	Police	officers	stood	at	the	door.	With	guns	
pointed at the heads of Cecile, her parents, and 
her two sisters, the Jewish family quickly packed 
a few belongings before they were escorted out 
to a truck depot. Hours later, along with over 
13,000 other Jews, Cecile Kaufer and her family 
arrived at the Vélodrome d’Hiver, an indoor 
cycling	stadium	in	Paris.	They	remained	packed	
inside the stadium for several days without 
food	and	water.	“The	smell	was	horrific.	No	one	
knew	what	was	going	on,”	she	recounted.	Kaufer	
and her younger sister, among the few children 
who survived the so-called Vel’ d’Hiv Roundup, 
escaped by getting permission to go to the 
hospital with their sick mother, and eventually 
living in hiding with a Catholic woman from 
Normandy.1

 Of all of the people detained in the 
Vélodrome d’Hiver, Cecile Kaufer is one of barely 
100 who survived. In addition to the survivors 
who lived to tell the story, there were nurses and 
other volunteers who tried to help the captives 
held in such reprehensible conditions. Among 
the volunteers was a young social worker who 
wrote a letter to her father, trying to explain it 
to him and grasp what was happening herself. 
She begins, “Fifteen thousand Jews have been 
‘parked’ in the Vel’ d’Hiv. It is horrible, demonic, 
something that grabs you around the throat so 
that you can’t cry out. I’ll try to describe what 
it looks like, but if you multiply whatever you 
understand of it by one thousand, it will still be 
only	 part	 of	 the	 reality.”	 She	 continues,	 “When	
you	come	in,	you	can	hardly	breathe	at	first	on	
account of the stench. Then you come into the 
big vélodrome, which is black with people piled 
up against one another, some with bundles 
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already dirty and grey, others with nothing at 
all.”	Next,	she	describes	the	 lack	of	 functioning	
toilets, medical assistance, and food, even for the 
children. She concludes that, “everyone should 
hear about what is happening here; people have 
to	 know.”2 In recent years, decades after the 
tragedy at Vel’ d’Hiv, people have begun speaking 
out to ensure that the world does know. 

 While some lived to tell this story, the 
majority did not. Joseph Kogan, another survivor, 
points out that many did not even survive those 
first	horrible	days	of	detainment.	“It	was	constant	
screaming	 throughout	 the	 three	 days,”	 he	
recalls. “I remember walking over to the area of 
the stadium where they had the races and every 
now	 and	 then	 there	was	 something	 flying	 out	
over the balconies and landing. I didn’t realize it 
at the time, but it was people killing themselves. 
It	was	people	 jumping	 to	 their	deaths.”3 At the 
end of the week, those who were still alive were 
transported	to	Pithiviers	and	Beaune-la-Rolande	
in	 the	 Loiret	 region	 northeast	 of	 Paris,	 and	 to	
Drancy,	 near	 Paris.	 While	 these	 testimonies	
reveal the many atrocities that occurred, one 
of the worst details of the Vel’ d’Hiv Roundup is 
that the French police carried out the roundup 
and detainment, not the Nazis. As a result, the 
Vel’ d’Hiv has become a shameful stain on the 
country’s history and sparks controversy and 
debate over France’s accountability.
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	 The	Vichy	French	Prime	Minister,	Pierre	
Laval,	 and	 the	 chief	 of	 the	 Paris	 police,	 René	
Bousquet, played direct roles in planning the Vel’ 
d’Hiv Roundup. Laval even insisted that children 
under the age of 16 should be included in the 
roundups, resulting in over 4,000 children being 
taken to the Vel’ d’Hiv.4 “It was a terrible thing 
not to be able to escape. We were surrounded 
by all these policemen. You never saw a German 
soldier	there,	it	was	only	French	police,”	survivor	
Mirka Mora pointed out.5
 In the years following the roundup, French 
leaders	 and	 officials	 denied	 responsibility	 for	
what occurred. Like those before him, François 
Mitterrand, president of France from 1981-
1995, argued that France was not to blame. In 
public addresses, he said, “I will not apologize 
in the name of France. The Republic had nothing 
to do with this. I do not believe France is 
responsible.”6 Although Mitterrand did not deny 
the role of the Vichy government or the French 
police, he made a strong distinction between 
the Vichy government and the French Republic. 
When Jacques Chirac became president in 1995, 
however, this changed. “France, the homeland of 
the Enlightenment and of the rights of man, a land 
of welcome and asylum, on that day committed 
the	irreparable,”	Chirac	said	in	a	speech	made	on	
the 53rd anniversary of the roundup. “Breaking 
its word, it handed those who were under its 
protection	over	to	their	executioners.”7

 On the 70th anniversary of the roundup, 
President	Francois	Hollande	made	a	long	speech	
expressing similar sentiments.

“The truth is that the French 
police took upon itself to arrest 
thousands of children and 
families. The police escorted 
them to the internment camps. 
The truth is that the crime was 
committed in France, by France. 
The truth is that the crime of 
Vel’ D’Hiv was also committed 
against France, against its honor, 
against its values, and against its 
principles.”8

Hollande’s repetition of the phrase la vérité 
(truth) demonstrates his belief that the entire 
nation of France must accept responsibility as 
a truth. He does not allow for speculation or 
arguments; he simply states that these are the 
facts. In addition, the repetition of the word 
contre (against) illustrates how the events that 
transpired on that day were in total opposition 
to everything that France stands for, especially 
liberté, égalité, and fraternité (liberty, equality, 
and brotherhood: the slogan of the French 
Revolution). He emphasizes this point in 
order to remind his citizens of France’s most 
important values and the foundation of its 
citizenship. Although it is unimaginable that 
anything	 as	 horrific	 as	 the	 Holocaust	 would	
occur again, these words are also a reminder of 
how one should generally treat fellow citizens. 
Just as Jacques Chirac and Nicolas Sarkozy did 
before him, Hollande is accepting responsibility 
for these crimes.
 Taking such statements of responsibility 
into consideration, one should still explore the 
questions of blame and responsibility, whether 
or not France should accept both of these 
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in reparation for the lives destroyed at Vel’ 
d’Hiv. Karl Jaspers, a German psychiatrist and 
philosopher, addressed the similar question of 
German guilt after the Holocaust. One important 
distinction that Jaspers makes is between 
collective guilt and collective responsibility. 
Assigning collective guilt is “unjust because it 
doesn’t consider the intentions or actions of 
individuals”	whereas	collective	responsibility	is	
just, because it refers to the “liability predicated 
on	 the	 duties	 of	 citizenship.”9 Using these 
definitions,	 one	 could	 argue	 that	 the	 entirety	
of France is not guilty of the crimes committed 
at	 Vel’	 d’Hiv	 since	 it	was	 only	 the	 Paris	 police	
who carried out roundup. However, the entirety 
of France is responsible, as all citizens have an 
obligation to protect and support their nation 
and their civil liberties. 
	 Philosopher	 Hannah	 Arendt	 also	
discusses the matter of guilt, arguing, “where all 

are	guilty	none	is.”10 She also makes an important 
clarification	among	types	of	responsibility:

“Arendt insists on a clear distinc-
tion between collective respon-
sibility (which is always politi-
cal) and personal responsibility 
(which	 is	 legal	 or	 moral).	 Politi-
cal responsibility is distinct from 
personal responsibility in that it 
is vicarious and involuntary. It is 
vicarious because a citizen may 
be held liable for things he or she 
did not do and it is involuntary 
because it results from his or her 
(typically not chosen) member-
ship in a political community. Al-
though individuals may be held 
liable for acts that are involuntary 
and vicarious, they cannot be held 
to blame.”11 
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Monsignor Mayol de Luppe, chaplain of the Legion of French Volunteers, speaking at the rostrum 
of the Velodrome d’Hiver on April 18th, 1944



 Given Arendt’s distinction between 
responsibilities, one could reason that France 
and its citizens are politically responsible, 
but	 not	 personally	 responsible.	 Personal	
responsibility can only be assigned to those 
officers	who	were	involved.	As	Arendt	concludes,	
France cannot be held to blame. Tying this back 
to	 the	 presidential	 speeches,	 it	 is	 difficult	 to	
say who was right or wrong, since they do not 
differentiate between blame and responsibility 
in the way that Jaspers and Arendt do. However, 
it	 is	 fair	 and	admirable	 that	Presidents	Chirac,	
Sarkozy, and Hollande have taken responsibility 
for France. After the Nuremburg Trials of Nazi 
officials,	 some	 Germans	 argued	 that	 lower	
ranking	 officials	 and	 soldiers	 were	 innocent	
because they were simply following orders. 
Unsurprisingly, the French police made a similar 
argument. However, according to various studies 
on the effects of receiving orders from those in 
power and the decision-making process of large 
groups, actions such as these cannot be excused. 
 It is particularly interesting to pose 

the question of blame and responsibility to 
French citizens and, more so, to survivors of the 
Holocaust.	 In	 an	 interview	 for	 the	 Huffington	
Post,	 survivor	 Cecile	 Kaufer	 was	 asked,	 “With	
the 70th anniversary this week, do you harbor 
any resentment toward the French government 
over	 the	 Vel’	 d’Hiv	 Roundup?”	 Her	 response	
is surprising; despite what she lived through, 
Kaufer was able to remain grateful.

“France was to blame, yes. But 
not all were to blame. We had 
many French people save my 
sister and I all along the way. The 
two French guards who let my 
sister and I go to the hospital with 
our sick mother and leave the Vel’ 
d’Hiv; the man at the hospital who 
let my grandparents take us away. 
And then, of course, Memère, the 
Christian woman who kept us in 
hiding and risked her life many 
times over.”12 
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Here, Kaufer makes an important and generous 
distinction. Though France was accountable and 
it is admirable that Chirac took responsibility, 
there were many people who knew that these 
actions were immoral and did what they could 
to	 help.	 Although	 the	 French	 police	 officers	
conducted the roundup, many of them sent 
warnings to Jews so that they knew to escape in 
the days leading up to the roundup. In 2012, the 
Paris	police	opened	up	their	historical	archives	
and thus shed light on the event in an exhibition, 
“The	 Vel’	 d’Hiv	 Raid:	 The	 Police	 Archives,”	 at	
the city hall. According to exhibition curator 
Olivier	 Accarie	 Pierso,	 one	 document	 shows	
“many policemen had leaked the information 
the day before; the Germans were furious. 
They had hoped to arrest 27,427 Jews in and 

around	Paris,	but	eventually	they	‘only’	arrested	
13,152.”13 This evidence does prove that some 
police	officers	did	try	to	help.
 During the Holocaust, a great amount 
of property was taken by the Germans and 
80,000 bank accounts were frozen by the 
Vichy government.14 In addition to accepting 
responsibility, France has taken the initiative 
to repay the survivors and the families of the 
victims. In order to do so, French banks have been 
working since 2001 to redistribute millions back 
to	 those	 impacted.	Some	 individuals	 filed	suits	
directly with banks for their stolen property, and 
although it is a slow process, there is progress 
being made. Fortunately, France is not the only 
country with commissions dedicated to such 
reparations. In the past decade, “France, Austria, 
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Belgium, and the Netherlands agreed to pay 
some $1.5 billion dollars for compensation of 
various types, including seized property, forced 
labor, unpaid insurance policies, and seized bank 
accounts.”15 For many, the gesture of reparation 
demonstrates a French effort to make amends, 
and this gesture is more meaningful than the 
money itself. 
 Although many people are now aware 
of the Vel’ d’Hiv Roundup, the details were 
not widely known in the past, perhaps due 
to France’s struggle to address the issue of 
responsibility. In 2012, an article was published 
in Time entitled, “A Muted Anniversary: Are 
Europeans	 Forgetting	 the	 Holocaust?”	 This	
article discussed a poll which reveals that “42% 
of French people don’t know what Vel’ d’Hiv 
refers to, or about the roundup it is attributed 
to.”16 However, there are efforts to raise such 
awareness and understanding of the past. In 
addition to increased awareness stemming 
from presidential speeches and educational 
efforts,	 two	 recent	 popular	 films	 have	 helped	
foster widespread acknowledgement of the Vel’ 
d’Hiv. Sarah’s Key, a book written by Tatiana de 
Rosnay,	was	 adapted	 into	 a	 film	 in	2011.	With	
two parallel plots, 
Sarah’s Key tells 
the story of Sarah 
Starzynski, a 10 
year-old French 
girl who locks her 
younger brother 
in the closet when 
the police arrive 
to transport her 
family to the 
Vel’ d’Hiv. This plot is intertwined with the 
modern story of Julia Jarmond, an American 
journalist working in France who is assigned 
to write about the anniversary of the roundup. 
She	 is	confronted	by	the	difficulty	of	gathering	

information from a people who do not want to 
confront this shameful episode of France’s past. 
This	 film	shows	both	 the	horrible	 condition	of	
the Vel’ d’Hiv and the complicated question of 
responsibility and guilt that France has dealt 
with	since.	Similarly,	the	2012	film	La Rafle tells 
the story of real families involved in the roundup. 
It	 is	not	easy	to	depict	such	horrific	and	taboo	
events, but employing an artistic medium like 
film	 helps	 to	 address	 this	 difficult	 chapter	 of	
history. 
	 Along	 with	 film	 representations	 of	 the	
Vel’ d’Hiv Roundup, several memorials have 
been erected to honor the victims. As Karl 
Jaspers once said, “That which has happened 
is a warning. To forget it is guilt. It must be 
continually remembered. It was possible for 
this to happen, and it remains possible for it to 
happen again at any minute. Only in knowledge 
can	 it	 be	 prevented.”17 Memorials have proven 
to be an effective way to remind people of the 
victims and the crimes. The memorials will 
ensure that future generations are reminded of 
the events that transpired. On the anniversary 
of	 the	 Roundup	 in	 1994,	 President	Mitterrand	
inaugurated a monument near the Quai de 

Grenelle at the 
Place	 des	 Martyrs	
Juifs du Vel’ d’Hiv. 
Walter Spitzer, a 
survivor deported 
at age 16 who 
now works as 
a painter and 
sculptor, worked 
with architect 
Mario Azagury to 

create a sculpture with the image of victims at 
the Vel’ d’Hiv. It is a simple depiction of people 
suffering in each other’s arms, but there is an 
obvious emphasis on the children.18 In addition, 
a monument has been erected at Drancy, the 
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internment camp where many Jews were 
brought in cattle cars once they left the Vel’ 
d’Hiv.19 The monument has blocks on each side, 
representing the doors to death, as well as a man 
and woman intertwined in the center. At the 
same time, plaques have been put up throughout 
Paris	paying	homage	to	the	children	and	other	
victims of the Holocaust, including those of Vel’ 
d’Hiv. 
	 Although	it	took	fifty	years,	the	atrocity	of	
the	Vélodrome	d’Hiver	Roundup	is	finally	being	
addressed. The Holocaust encompasses a span 
of time in history that is so dark, so appalling, 
and so tragic that it seems unlikely that its 
damage will ever be fully explained, understood, 
or	 rectified.	 The	 events	 that	 transpired	
throughout the Holocaust and during the Vel’ 
d’Hiv Roundup raise questions of morality, 
good and evil, and responsibility. It is admirable 

and socially productive for French leaders to 
assume the responsibility of making amends 
for the crimes committed by the Vichy French 
police. With increased awareness, honoring 
each anniversary, and reparation initiatives, 
France is taking a step in the right direction. By 
airing the painful truth of these events, France is 
paying homage to the memories of the victims, 
as well as reinforcing the importance of its core 
principles: liberty, equality, and brotherhood.

Meagan McCarthy is an English and French 
double major, Class of 2014  
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 In the history of Italy, there are no two 
forces that have been more despised than Fascism 
and	the	Sicilian	Mafia.	While	Fascism	has	largely	
been eradicated from the mainstream political 
sphere,	 and	 the	 Sicilian	 Mafia’s	 influence	 and	
power has waned, both are indelibly imprinted 
on the Italian consciousness. Yet despite being 
hated by the Italian people today, both Fascism 
and	 the	 Mafia	 were	 once	 sworn	 enemies	 of	
each other as well. From 1925 to 1929, under 
Fascist dictator Benito Mussolini, the state 
set	 out	 on	 a	 campaign	 to	 eradicate	 the	 Mafia	
from its homeland of Sicily. This suppression 
led to many mafiosi either going into hiding, 
being	 arrested,	 or	 fleeing	 to	 the	United	 States.	
Nevertheless, Mussolini’s 1943 crackdown on 
the	Mafia	was	 a	 factor	 that	 led	 to	his	 eventual	
downfall, when mafiosi took their revenge by 
helping the Americans liberate Sicily. In order 
to understand how this rise contributed to the 

“Southern	Question,”	an	overview	of	the	Mafia’s	
rise during the aftermath of the Risorgimento 
(Italian	 unification)	 is	 essential.	 Furthermore,	
an examination of the nature of the hostile and 
complex	relationship	of	Fascism	and	 the	Mafia	
during the height of Mussolini’s 1943 crackdown 
will help clarify the effects of the forces in play 
during	the	period.	Ultimately,	we	may	find	that,	
despite	 the	 successful	 repression	 of	 the	Mafia,	
the lingering North-South divide prevented the 
Fascist effort to achieve absolute national unity. 
	 The	origins	of	 the	Fascist-Mafia	 conflict	
lie in the years following the Risorgimento, 
when the long-standing North-South divide 
was	 accentuated.	 After	 the	 unification	 of	 Italy	
in 1860, “the confrontation between northern 
Italian administrators and Sicilians… proved 
quite painful… [and] the imposition of rigid 
centralization	produced	much	resentment.”1 The 
Sicilians	who	had	supported	unification	initially	
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were upset with the island’s lack of autonomy, 
while the administrators from the North were 
disenchanted with what they saw as “a world 
of semi-feudalism, based on archaic notions of 
honour, in which blood feuds abounded, and 
liberalism was scarcely understood, let alone 
practiced.”2 Additionally, conscription, higher 
taxation, and unemployment were other factors 
plaguing Sicily and leading to further hostility 
with the newly formed Italian state.3
	 While	the	Mafia	in	Sicily	had	its	roots	in	
the early part of the nineteenth century under 
feudal rule and the advent of conglomerates, 
the Risorgimento provided an opportunity 
for it to solidify its presence on the island.4 

The annexation of Sicily prompted barons to 
abandon their rural holdings to other agents 
and former tenants. These new landowners 
subsequently needed protection against the 
general lawlessness and disorder that had come 
about from the civil unrest that was threatening 
their lives and property. This provided a fertile 
climate,	 especially	 around	 Palermo	 in	western	
Sicily,	 for	 the	Mafia	 to	 fulfill	 landowners’	 need	
for protection by maintaining order through 
campieri, or armed guards.5	As	a	result,	the	Mafia	
began to generate revenue by extorting the new 
landowners and entrenched itself within Sicilian 
society, and eventually extended their reach into 
politics and government.
	 In	addition	to	the	difficulty	faced	by	the	
Northern-dominated Italian state in managing 
Sicily, as well as the expanding presence of the 
Mafia,	 economic	 factors	 furthered	 the	 divide.	
The Mezzogiorno region, comprised of the 
southern part of the peninsula, including Sicily, 
had a primarily agricultural economy, and as a 
result was poorer than the more industrialized 
North. In the latter part of the nineteenth 
century,	 the	 so-called	 “Southern	 Question,”	
which was built upon the various differences 
and	difficulties	existing	in	the	southern	part	of	

the country, entered Italian political discourse. 
The notion that Sicily belonged more to Africa 
than Europe was also prominent throughout the 
country.6 With the acceptance of eugenics and 
Social	Darwinism	as	scientific	fact,	this	provided	
additional	justification	for	the	North	to	assert	its	
superiority. 

	 The	 “Southern	 Question”	 was	 a	 notion	
that persisted into the twentieth century. 
Southern Italy, and especially Sicily, was 
considered a social problem and threat to public 
order. This was due in large part to the success 
of	the	Mafia	in	capturing	the	public	imagination.	
Benito Mussolini took advantage of this divide 
and incorporated it into Fascist ideology. Shortly 
after taking power during the March on Rome in 
October of 1922, Mussolini boasted that he had 
the	power	to	solve	the	“Southern	Question”	even	
though “fascism was a northern product, and 
its implantation into the South, and its growth 
there,	 proved	 difficult.”7 This is supported by 
the assertion of virtually all historians that 
out of all of Italy’s regions, Sicily was the least 
Fascist.8 Mussolini’s solution to the “Southern 
Question”	was	to	provide	funding	for	investment	
and undertake public works projects.9 In fact, 
Mussolini	 was	 at	 first	 quite	 thoughtful	 about	
the situation, admitting that the “Southern 
Question”	 was	 complicated	 and	 “produced	
a fairly concerted effort by the government 
to draw the South into the framework of the 
nation.”10
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 However, for provincial Sicilians, 
Fascism’s national unity and cohesion did not 
have much appeal. From the beginning, “some 
Sicilian writers maintained that the weakness of 
Fascism on the island was due to the presence of 
the	Mafia.”11 Another explanation for Fascism’s 
early weakness in Sicily was that it was 
“considered a political phenomenon peculiar 
to the North… [and] the dominant capitalist-
industrial-agrarian class felt no particular need 
to have its interests defended by the Fascists 
while the peasant masses of the population 
remained	politically	 inert.”12 This general anti-
Fascist sentiment led to the Soldino movement 
formed by Messina deputy Ettore Lombardo 
Pellegrino	 in	 1923,	 which	 managed	 to	 create	
minor disturbances in most major cities in 
Sicily.13 Fearing an open revolt, Mussolini swiftly 
cracked down on the Soldino movement and 
arrested	Pellegrino	and	thousands	of	others	 in	
the ensuing sweep.
 In the early stages of their relationship, 
“the	Mafia	sought	to	support	Fascism,	ally	with	it,	

infiltrate	it,	and,	if	possible,	to	corrupt	it.”14 This 
tenuous	“mutual	tolerance”	was	due	to	Fascism’s	
emphasis on maintaining law and order, which 
could be accomplished by the mafiosi.	The	Mafia	
initially saw an alliance with Fascism as “the 
best guarantee of preserving their property, 
advantages, and prestige, but it also provided 
a timely opportunity for the acquisition of 
social	 and	 political	 respectability.”15 In fact, 
before 1926, Fascist leaders in western Sicily 
were	 either	 lawyers	 for	 the	 Mafia	 or	 mafiosi 
themselves.16	Perhaps	the	most	famous	of	these	
leaders was Alfredo Cucco. While he maintained 
the outward appearance of being opposed to the 
Mafia,	he	became	a	“federale of the province of 
Palermo	 before	 his	 Mafia	 connections	 proved	
too embarrassing and provoked his expulsion 
from	the	Fascist	party.”17

 In 1924, two casus belli events occurred, 
allowing	 Mussolini	 to	 move	 against	 the	 Mafia	
and	 bring	 the	 inevitable	 conflict	 to	 fruition.	
First, Mussolini allied with the Liberals in the 
elections that year and, with the aid of mafiosi, 
eliminated the socialists and Sicilian leftists in 
what proved to be a crushing electoral victory.18 
The following year, Mussolini turned around 
and betrayed the Liberals, thus winning another 
victory at the polls. With the political opposition 
destroyed, Mussolini had a free hand in Sicily 
and promised a new deal to the Sicilian people, 
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one that would “no longer [tolerate] that a few 
hundred	criminals	should	oppress	a	magnificent	
population.”19 While this remark was seen as 
mere rhetoric at the time, it would soon be 
affirmed	with	action.	When	the	Don	of	Piana	dei	
Greci, Ciccio Cuccia, remarked to Mussolini that 
there was no need for a police presence in Sicily 
since Il Duce was under the boss’s protection, 
Mussolini was offended that he “could not safely 
travel in a Sicilian town without depending on 
the	 Mafia	 for	 protection.”20 Two months later, 
Cuccia was arrested on Mussolini’s orders and 
later died in prison. Over the next three years 
Mussolini pursued a highly effective crackdown 
on	the	Mafia,	an	operation	conducted	by	police	
chief Cesare Mori. Mori’s ruthless methods 
proved highly effective, “and that was all 
Mussolini	wanted.”21 
	 The	 most	 significant	 moment	 in	 the	
crackdown was the Siege of Gangi in 1926. Gangi 
had a history of being a hotbed for criminals 
and	 the	 Mafia,	 and	 Mori	 “needed	 a	 dramatic	
victory to establish his authority and that of 
the	government.”22 During the operation, which 

began on New Year’s Day, the police devastated 
the mafiosi, slaughtering their cattle, seizing 
their women and children as hostages, and 
sleeping in their beds.23 This led to a mediation 
with the Gangi manutengoli led by Baron Sgadari, 
and the eventual surrender of the last bandit, 
Salvatore Farrarello, on January 11.24 Over 430 
people were arrested, most of whom were 
family and friends of the actual criminals. Gangi 
was	wrested	from	Mafia	control.25 Mori became 
a national hero for his role in the Siege, which 
not only achieved its tactical objectives and 
provided a prime example for future operations, 
but also created “a climate of opinion most 
conducive	to	the	state’s	victory.”26

	 Other	 significant	 undertakings	 by	 Mori	
included	 the	 takedown	 of	 the	 Corleone	 Mafia	
and the local government sympathetic to it at 
the	end	of	1926,	 and	 the	high-profile	Madonie	
trial in 1927, whose verdict “sounded the 
death-knell	of	the	mafia.”27 From the time of the 
Madonie	trial	to	Mori’s	departure	from	Palermo	
in	the	summer	of	1929,	fifteen	additional	Mafia-
related trials were held. However, just like 
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Mori’s	previous	anti-Mafia	campaigns,	countless	
people who were only guilty by association and 
unconnected to the actual mafiosi were rounded 
up. With the imprisonment of so many suspected 
criminals,	“the	Mafia	was	kept	underground	and	
the incidences of its most common criminal 
activities…	sharply	declined.”28

 However, despite their successes against 
the	Mafia	 on	 paper,	what	Mori,	Mussolini,	 and	
Fascism itself failed to address was the root cause 
of the problem. With the age-old North-South 
divide	and	“Southern	Question”	ever	present	in	
Italian political discourse, Fascism was doomed 
to fail despite Mussolini’s early assurances to the 
contrary. The fact that “fear of poverty arguably 
lay	 at	 the	 root	 of	 much	 mafia	 behavior”	 was	
one that Mori did not even recognize until after 
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his retirement in 1929. He eventually came to 
believe	that	mere	“armed	repression	of	the	Mafia	
was not enough to uproot Mafioso criminality 
from	Sicilian	society,”	and	that	“a	national	policy	
of reparation and equipment [must] be put in its 
place.”29 
 While Mussolini had originally intended 
to take such a course of action, the “Southern 
Question”	 was	 a	 more	 complicated	 problem	
than had been originally thought.30 Mussolini 
may have had the best interests of Sicily at heart, 
but he was blinded by the fact that his “most 
influential	 support	 came	 from	 Italy’s	 northern	
conservative elite, and this curtailed his freedom 
of	 manoeuvre.”31 Consequently, the “Southern 
Question”	 was	 never	 resolved;	 instead,	 it	 was	
ignored, declared solved, and further discussion 

Figure 1: Operation Husky - the Allied liberation of Sicily
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was altogether forbidden.32 Ultimately, 
Mussolini failed to introduce true economic and 
social reform in the region, choosing to merely 
suppress	the	Mafia	instead.33

 As a result of the repression, many 
mafiosi, including Carlo Gambino and Joe 
Bonnano,	 fled	 to	 New	 York	 City,	 eventually	
starting	 their	 own	 Mafia	 families	 in	 America.	
During World War II, the American government 
used	 the	 Mafia’s	 hatred	 of	 Mussolini	 to	 their	
advantage.	New	York	Mafia	Don	Lucky	Luciano	
was coerced into providing the military with 
the names of mafiosi who were still in hiding 
and able to ease the American liberation of 
Sicily,	 codenamed	 “Operation	 Husky”,	 in	 the	
summer of 1943.34 This, in combination with 
Mussolini’s neglect of the island led to “the swift 
disappearance of Fascism from Sicily… with 
so little resistance and with so few immediate 
traces	 left	 behind.”35 Allied sympathy for the 
Sicilian plight led the new Italian government  
to grant Sicily much-desired autonomy in 1945. 
However, for Sicily, the aftermath of the war was 
not all constructive. The Allies were grateful for 
the help of the mafiosi in liberating Sicily and lent 
them	 encouragement	 and	 financial	 assistance	
to serve as a bulwark against the Communists, 
thus	 restoring	 the	Mafia	 to	what	 it	was	before	
Mussolini.36

 In conclusion, Italy’s North-South divide 
and	 the	 “Southern	 Question”	 shaped	 political	
debate	 over	 the	 country’s	 unification	 from	

“Northern prejudice and neglect 
hampered any effort to bring 

economic and social reform to Sicily”

its beginning. While such social and political 
differences were in fact real and legitimate, and 
the problem itself seemed at least concretely 
articulated, Northern prejudice and neglect 
hampered any effort to bring economic and social 
reform to Sicily. This fueled Sicilian resentment 
against	 a	 central	 government	 and	 justified	 its	
call for self-rule.37	 The	Mafia	was	 a	 product	 of	
the adverse economic and social conditions that 
characterized the island, providing the order 
and stability that was not provided by the state. 
However,	 the	 Mafia	 itself	 contributed	 to	 the	
“Southern	 Question”	 gaining	 more	 credibility	
in the North. Despite Mussolini’s attempt to 
eradicate	 the	 Mafia,	 organized	 crime	 in	 Sicily	
survived the Second World War, while the root 
issues behind the North-South divide remained 
neglected.

Kenneth St. John is a Political Science major, 
Class of 2014  



Kaleidoscope Journal Vol. 5 Issue 230

Cultural



Music During World War II 
Shostakovich’s Seventh Symphony

By Stephen Loverde

 It might seem that music during the 
Second	 World	 War	 was	 stifled	 due	 to	 the	
turmoil in war-stricken countries; however, 
this is not the case. The heightened emotions 
of a world engulfed in chaos led to a number 
of spectacular compositions in many different 
genres. Within the circle of classical music, 
Dmitri Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 7, termed 
the Leningrad Symphony, stands out among the 
rest	for	its	musical	and	cultural	significance.	
 As can be expected, the Leningrad 
Symphony was born out of tense times, but 
that was not only due to the Second World 
War.	 Political	 tensions	 were	 prevalent	 in	 the	
Soviet Union, which constrained many citizens, 
including Shostakovich. Having been blacklisted 
by Pravda, a Soviet newspaper, for composing a 
piece that Joseph Stalin detested, Shostakovich 
had to come up with music that could serve as his 
redemption. However, he was fearful of making 
another	 wrong	 move.	 His	 fifth	 symphony,	 the	

most recognizable of Shostakovich’s symphonies, 
brought him back into the favor of his political 
leaders, and he subsequently enjoyed the world 
spotlight for his brilliant compositions.1 Despite 
his great successes, however, he was constantly 
under the watchful eyes of Stalin and needed to 
continue to stay in line, lest his family be hurt for 
his indiscretion. This kind of unyielding tension 
took a major toll on Shostakovich’s life. It is no 
surprise	that	living	under	such	strict	and	horrific	
conditions only added unnecessary amounts of 
anxiety and terror. Yet in spite of this, or maybe 
because of it, Dmitri Shostakovich composed 
some	of	the	most	magnificent	works	of	music	in	
all of Western classical tradition. 
 Shostakovich was living in Leningrad 
when it was besieged by German forces in 
1941. He remained through all the bombings 
until Stalin had him evacuated to ensure 
his safety. His worldwide musical successes 
had by then rendered him precious cargo. 
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The first page of the original score to Symphony No. 7. In the top right 
corner, Shostakovich writes: “Dedicated to the city of Leningrad”.



Shostakovich himself was quite a patriotic man 
and actually enlisted in the army during World 
War II, but because of an ailment was assigned 
to	 work	 for	 a	 fire	 crew	 in	 Leningrad.2 Thus, 
when Shostakovich’s home was threatened 
by aggressive Nazi advances, the personal 
effect on his life was enormous. He decided to 
express his emotions in the form of Symphony 
No. 7. However, this symphony was not meant 
to depict the physical aspects of a war, such 
as the bombings and destruction. Instead, the 
Leningrad Symphony purportedly portrays 
common emotions during one of the most trying 
eras of the twentieth century.3 In his program 
notes for the symphony, Shostakovich writes 
that	the	first	movement	illustrates	the	peaceful	
times before the German invasion, the second 
movement sets to music memories of a happier 
time when war was not a concern, the third 
movement expresses “ecstatic love of life and the 
beauties	 of	 nature”,	 and	 the	 fourth	 movement	
toys with the idea of approaching victory.4 There 
is some controversy over the legitimacy of these 
descriptions, however, due to the techniques 
that Shostakovich employs throughout the 
symphony, which become apparent with a closer 
musical analysis.
 In Symphony No. 7, Shostakovich follows 
the traditional sonata cycle and creates very 
tonal melodies.5 During the twentieth century, 
composers began experimenting with the 
world of atonality. While Arnold Schoenberg, 
Alban Berg, and Anton Webern were all great 
pioneers of this movement, Shostakovich did 
not	find	them	particularly	inspirational.	His	war	
symphony, depicting the harshest of times and 
one of the lowest points of humanity, is focused 
in a tonal world.6 This is a particularly striking 
choice because atonality is typically associated 
with dark and dreary sentiments, whereas 
tonality has a tendency to focus on the lighter 
aspects of human nature.

	 When	 examining	 the	 first	 movement,	
it must be remembered that Shostakovich 
intended to represent the feelings of the general 
public in the years leading up to the Nazi 
invasion of the Soviet Union. Simply reading the 
title of the work conveys this sentiment because 
the symphony is written in C major, a key that 
typically exudes happiness and jollity. 

Using a very bright sound and remaining well 
within the boundaries of tonal harmony are 
significant	 choices	 on	 Shostakovich’s	 part.	
There does not seem to be a more appropriate 
way to symbolize peace and cheer through 
music than through such deliberate decisions. 
In addition to this, the symphony opens up with 
a dramatic unison from the string sections. This 
striking opening is a forceful thrust of power 
that asserts a notion of joviality in a manner 
that	 is	 not	 overly	 aggressive.	 At	 first	 glance,	

Music During World War II

Kaleidoscope Journal Vol. 5 Issue 232

Dmitri Shostakovich



Loverde

the	first	movement	appears	to	be	structured	in	
typical sonata form, but further musical analysis 
reveals that the development section, which 
usually introduces modulations and chromatic 
harmonies, seems to be nonexistent. The clear 
lack of development shows that Shostakovich 
did	not	want	 to	be	 confined	 to	 such	 structure,	
and	 signifies	 a	 foreboding	 atmosphere	
indicative of the approaching war. In place of a 
development, he introduces a new theme that is 
repeated twelve times, each time with different 
instrumentation.7 This march-like theme is 
only partially Shostakovich’s own composition; 
he based this militaristic motif off of Franz 
Léhar’s The Merry Widow, which was known 
to be one of Adolf Hitler’s 
favorite operas. It is hard to 
say why Shostakovich may 
have chosen this particular 
opera. It may have been 
to add a foreboding 
atmosphere to a movement 
that purportedly depicts 
the serene antebellum life. 
Even in the Soviet Union, 
where war didn’t arrive until the 1940s, people 
could	feel	the	presence	of	the	fighting	and	were	
subconsciously aware that war would soon be 
on their doorstep. 
 The middle section will be called the 
development section for lack of a better term. 
It	is	an	unrelenting	ostinato	in	E-flat	major	that	
comprises	 the	majority	 of	 the	 first	movement.	
Typically, composers would use the development 
section to modulate to the relative minor key, 
which tends to portray feelings of sadness and 
melancholy. Shostakovich, however, remains in 
E-flat	major	for	the	duration	of	the	development.	
This small, easily overlooked link clearly 
illustrates Shostakovich’s concerted effort to 
maintain a lighter and more peaceful air during 
the movement. His goal is to represent a happier 

time before Leningrad was attacked, or even 
before World War II began, and his choice key 
signature	 definitely	 achieves	 this.	 The	 twelve	
repetitions of the march theme featured in the 
first	movement	bog	down	the	work	and	prevent	
any harmonic development from occurring. 
This mechanical ostinato reminds the listener 
of the sound of troops marching, which could 
potentially represent the German forces moving 
into Russia. However, it is unlikely that this is 
the case. Bearing in mind that he intended to 
capture the emotions, rather than the logistics 
of	war,	this	superficial	analysis	of	the	music	does	
not fall in line with Shostakovich’s own program 
notes for the movement.8 The	 first	 movement	

purportedly presents the 
feeling of a more cheerful 
time long before the war. For 
this to be true, the middle 
section must instead be 
indicative of the heightened 
emotions of the public as 
the war became more real 
and the threat of a German 
invasion became all too 

possible. The march starts out very quietly, with 
the strings playing with the wood of their bows 
rather than the hair. With each repetition, the 
music becomes more intense and more heavily 
orchestrated,	until	finally	the	march	is	taken	up	
by	the	brass	and	supported	by	a	flurry	of	frantic	
string music, just before settling into a symphonic 
unison of the theme. Even though Shostakovich 
explicitly describes his intention to convey the 
feelings of a happier time, he clearly seeks to do 
more. This march ostensibly takes the listener 
on a journey from a jovial antebellum sentiment 
to an increasingly unsettled and anxious period 
immediately before the war hit the Soviets.9 
 Following what has been termed the 
development section, the initial theme of the 
piece is recapitulated, but it carries a very 
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different meaning. Here, the same feeling that 
the audience may have had when the symphony 
began is conspicuously absent. The happiness 
that Shostakovich reprises at this point is tinged 
with anxiety and the listener is less naïve. There 
is	less	confidence	among	the	Soviet	people	that	
war	will	not	 find	 its	way	 into	 their	homes	and	
this sentiment taints the happy theme that 
Shostakovich initially presented. 

	 The	 first	 movement	 of	 this	 symphony	
is the most important in terms of representing 
the sentiment of the people during World 
War II, and yet the other three movements of 
this monumental work still bear weight in the 
discussion. The third and fourth movements are 
perhaps	 less	 significant,	 primarily	because	 the	
third movement merely portrays “love of life and 
beauties	 of	 nature”	 and	 the	 fourth	 movement	
represents the Soviet victory, which had not 
yet occurred at the time of the symphony’s 
completion. (The third movement could have 
been written in response to the severe casualties 
of war and to the atrocities being committed.) The 
second movement is much more relevant, both 
analytically and historically. As Shostakovich 
notes in his description, the second movement 
recalls the happier times, but this happiness is 

plagued	“by	a	certain	sadness.”10 There are many 
Baroque techniques present in this movement, 
including the ritornello principle, use of fugues, 
and chamber-like dialogue between various 
instruments.11 More importantly, everything is 
incredibly clean and precisely written. These 
techniques can lead one to believe that this 
movement is written in the neoclassical style, 
which is characterized by the attempt to revive 
classical tendencies, and that it may in fact be 
absolute music, meaning it lacks emotion. If 
this is the case, the second movement succeeds 
in taking its listeners back to the time of Bach 
and Haydn, thus making them forget about the 
tumultuous present of the Soviet Union. This 
would be the only feeling taken away from this 
movement had Shostakovich not included a 
middle section in C-sharp minor. This part of 
the movement effectively carries out the goal of 
embellishing the music with sadness by adding 
a sense of desolation and despair.12 Here, one 
of the controversies regarding Shostakovich’s 
program notes is seen. If the second movement 
is described as recalling happier times and 
exuding a sense of nostalgia, why would there 
be such a strange C-sharp minor section? It is 
hard to know exactly why Shostakovich would 
write this, but we must remember that the music 
came before the program notes, and is thus most 
important. 

 Although the musical analysis of the 
symphony makes the underlying meaning of 
the music more accessible, understanding 
the	 historical	 significance	 of	 the	 piece	 is	 just	
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as important. The Leningrad Symphony was 
premiered in March 1942 in Kuybyshev and 
later had its Western premiere in New York City 
in July 1942.13 The music enjoyed immediate 
success, and plans were made to premiere the 
work in Leningrad. At the time, Leningrad had 
sacrificed	 music	 played	 on	 the	 radio	 in	 favor	
of political news and updates, as the citizens 
cared more about the happenings of the war. 
Eventually, the idea to reinstate music in 
Leningrad was put into effect, and a symphony 
orchestra was assembled.14 It was this orchestra 
that took up the role of learning the gargantuan 
Symphony	 No.	 7	 after	 being	 flown	 into	 the	
city via military aircraft.15 Knowing that the 
Symphony was to be broadcasted throughout 
the city, the Germans planned on halting the 
premiere through military strikes. However, 
their plan was thwarted by the Soviet military, 
which bombarded them unexpectedly.16 Thus, 
Shostakovich’s famous symphony was projected 
throughout the city and onto the front lines. This 
was arguably one of the greatest tactical strikes 
made against the Germans, as it took a major 
toll	 on	 their	 morale;	 notably,	 the	 finale	 of	 the	

symphony predicted a clear Soviet victory, thus 
motivating Soviet forces. After the premiere in 
Leningrad, the symphony became a symbol and 
a musical weapon for the Allied forces.17 The 
symphony is unequivocally Russian, has a great 
nationalistic element to it, and was composed 
by one of the Soviet Union’s greatest cultural 
figures.	Between	this	fact	and	the	role	it	played	
during World War II, Dmitri Shostakovich’s 
Symphony	No.	 7	 is	 one	of	 the	most	 significant	
pieces of music in recent history.18 

Stephen Loverde is an Environmental Geoscience 
major, Class of 2015
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The St. Petersburg Symphony Orchestra, originally the Leningrad Radio Orchestra, 
first performed Symphony No. 7 in Leningrad in 1942.
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Exploring Livelihood in Myanmar
By Jeremy Fryd, A&S ‘14
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 Considering that Myanmar (also known as Burma) has been called the second most 
closed nation in the world (after North Korea), I was stunned to discover that my Semester at 
Sea study abroad program, run through the University of Virginia, brought over 500 students 
to Myanmar’s shores. Since bringing an end to its military dictatorship in 2011, the country 
has opened up to the outside world. Myanmar promises to humble any traveler with its 
beauties and mystique in an era of transformation and change.

Villagers in central Myanmar greet us as we hike down the path that locals use to access various resources.
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Above: A family admires a few 
Buddhas in Yangon’s Shwedagon 
Pagoda, the holiest site in the 
country. Those familiar with 
preconceptions of Buddhism as a 
simple religion may be surprised 
by the integration of modern 
technology in this Theravada 
temple.

Left: Residents of a floating 
village in Myanmar’s Inle Lake 
out for a day of fishing



Photo Diaries

Fryd

39

Right: A shopkeeper in a central Burmese town 
hangs a dual portrait of two of Myanmar’s most 
important figures: Aung San, left, and Aung San 
Suu Kyi, right. Aung San is a revered revolutionary 
general who led the independence movement 
against the British in the 1940s, only to be 
assassinated just prior to its success. His daughter, 
Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, became a symbol 
for freedom and democracy in authoritarian 
Myanmar and is now the leader of the opposition in 
the Burmese national assembly.

Left: Students at an 
orphanage run by 
Buddhist monks say 
a prayer before lunch. 
Many of the children 
can be seen wearing 
Thanaka, a yellowish 
paste commonly 
worn by the Burmese 
for sun protection.

Left: A Shan family 
crosses a bamboo stilt 
bridge in a town located 
in the middle of Inle 
Lake, the second-largest 
freshwater lake in 
Myanmar. 
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Barcelona: Center of Catalan 
Culture on the Mediterranean

By Ryan Herbst, CSOM ‘15 

 A beautiful city with a warm climate located on the Mediterranean Sea, Barcelona is home to one of 
the world’s best soccer teams. The distinct architecture of Antoni Gaudí adorn the city, and contributed to 
Barcelona being chosen as host of the 1992 Summer Olympics. Some of Gaudí’s most famous works are Parc 
Güell, a colorful mosaic work overlooking the city, and La Sagrada Familia, a massive church that started 
construction in 1832, and is estimated to be finished around 2030. 
 Barcelona is the capital of the autonomous region of Catalonia in Spain. Barcelona and Catalonia are 
unique. Catalonia has its own language, Catalan, a language closer to French than Spanish. It is more common 
to see the flag of Catalonia on the balconies of homes, than it is to see the flag of Spain. On September 11th, 
Barcelona celebrates its annual National Day of Catalonia, which commemorates a battle that Catalonia lost 
to Phillip V of Spain in 1714. During the day-long celebration, residents of Barcelona form a human chain 
across the entire city. United at 5:14pm, people lock arms and chant for independence. Large outdoor concerts 
and street festivals are held throughout the day. With such a vibrant culture, many people in Barcelona are 
considering a referendum for independence from Spain. Independence chants can also be heard at 5:14 
during each half of FC Barcelona home soccer matches.
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Above: National Day of Catalonia in 
Barcelona on September 11, 2013

Previous page, left: FC Barcelona vs. FC 
Sevilla at Camp Nou in Barcelona

Previous page, right: Uniquely Catalan, 
castells are human structures common at 
festivals.

Right: The Onyar River in Girona, 
Catalonia
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Barcelona

A view of Barcelona from Tibidabo, a mountain overlooking Catalonia in the Serra de 
Collserola Mountain Range
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Right: The sunset behind 
the Mediterranean Sea

Bottom Right: A staple 
of the festival Mercé, the 
Correfoc (“fire run”) is a 
parade in which people are 
showered with fire sparks.

Bottom Left: Sunset from 
La Playa Barcelonetta



Kaleidoscope Journal Vol. 5 Issue 244

Spirituality in Northern & Central India
By Kristin Wrobleski, A&S ‘15

While studying 
in several of the 
northern cities of 
India, I found the 
sensory experience, 
landscape, and 
religious life to be 
just a few of the 
most apparent 
differences between 
India and the 
United States. 
In Delhi street 
markets, Mughal 
structures in sunlit 
hazes blend with the 
smells of incense. 
The sight of a Hindu 
religious ceremony 
at the foot of a 
Shiva statue on the 
Ganges gives guests 
a glimpse of eastern 
spirituality. Far from 
home, watching 
the sunset over the 
Himalayas, I found 
a sense of home in 
a peaceful, spiritual 
solitude.

Rishikesh is a popular spiritual destination in Northern India where the 
Ganges River flows below the city.
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Top Left: A Langur 
monkey in Rajaji 
National Park, 
Uttarakhand, India

Top Right: Fog 
rolling through the 
Himalayas at the 
start of monsoon 
season

Right: Sunset over 
the Himalayan 
Mountains in 
Mussoorie, India
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Spirituality in Northern & Central India

Below: A Delhi street crowded with people, 
vendors, and telephone wires

Above: Room inside the Red Fort in New Delhi
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“The Eternal Flame” in Mussoorie, India. Buddhist prayer flags wave in the 
breeze above a Himalayan Buddhist temple.
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A Rapidly Aging Society 
Understanding China’s Pension System

By Haotian Chen

 China’s extraordinary economic growth 
over the past two decades has proved to be a 
historic economic achievement. The country 
transitioned from a centrally planned economy 
to a relatively market-driven economy, largely 
due to reformist leader Deng Xiaoping’s 
opening-up policies. With this transition came 
a substantial rise in living standards for China’s 
large population. Nevertheless, many challenges 
still exist, with the rising age of the population 
being one of the most critical. International 
observations suggest that if the ratio of a 
country’s elderly population (namely those 
above 60 years old) with respect to its total 
population	 exceeds	 10%,	 then	 it	 is	 an	 “aging”	
society. China is considered an aging society, and 
boasts the largest number of elderly people in 
the world. This suggests that a systemic social 
security net should be implemented to ensure 
a stable future living standard for this group of 
people. 

 The government has already undergone 
a series of reforms to the social security system 
to meet the needs of the elderly. The recently 
enacted	Law	on	the	Protection	of	the	Rights	and	
Interests	 of	 Elderly	 People	 comprehensively	
includes the following clauses of assurance: 
ensuring pension, proper healthcare, livable 
environment, protection of rights and interest, 
spiritual	life,	and	elder	services.	Pension	reform	
has met quite a bit of resistance and continues 
to face problems today. One of the greatest 
obstacles is, not surprisingly, China’s rapidly 
aging population. To this extent, it is important 
to note that the country’s family policies 
have given rise to some unique demographic 
characteristics. By 2013, China had 202 million 
elderly citizens, 14.8% of its total population. 
To put this in perspective, it took France 115 
years for its elderly population to increase from 
7% to 14% of its total population. However, this 
took China only 27 years, just narrowly behind 
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Elderly people taking a nap at a day care center in Shanghai



“For every ten 
Chinese citizens, 

three of them will be 
over 60 years old”

Japan’s 25 years.1 According to predictions in 
the China Aging Development Trends Research 
Report, the percentage of China’s population 
that is older than 60 years old will peak around 
2051, at which point it will be approximately 
30%. For every ten Chinese citizens, three of 
them will be over 60 years old.2
 As the demographic trend 
suggests, a rapidly growing elderly 
population will challenge the 
current pension system. This pay-
as-you-go system can be stable 
as long as the money put into the pool by the 
youth is roughly equal to the money taken out 
for the elderly each year. However, in order to 
support its growing elderly population, China 
must	finance	the	pension	pool	outflow	through	
increased	 fiscal	 spending.	 Researchers	 debate	
about the extent to which the pension can 
support the elderly people in the future, and 

how large the pension fund gap has become. The 
literature on this topic is substantial but most of 
the work done has been made inaccessible to 
the public due to excessive academic jargon. In 
this	 sense,	 it	 is	 difficult	 for	 the	 general	 public	
to understand the pension situation and how 

it might eventually connect to their 
lives. As the China Report of the 
Development on Aging Cause has 
indicated, one of the main problems 
in preparing aging policy is the 
low awareness in the public and 

strategic planning sector.3 
 In 1978 when the Cultural Revolution 
ended and an economic transition began, China 
accumulated a large number of workers who 
wanted to retire, but could not due to a poorly 
structured social security system. The original 
“work-unit”	 system	 in	 the	 central-planning	
era connected the employees to job providers, 
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A group of elderly men take a rest on their wheelchairs at a park in Beijing.
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such as state-owned enterprises (SOE), the 
government, or a collective that would take the 
responsibility of distributing pensions. As China 
introduced more private sector competition to 
the market, the responsibility became a burden 
for employers who continued to pay pension 
liabilities	 out	 of	 their	 profits.	 As	 such,	 there	
was a strong demand for the government to 
carry the burden of a social security system, 
lifting the weight from the private sector. In 
response, the government started a trial run of a 
pension program for urban employees in 1984. 
Eventually the government established the 
Elder Insurance Scheme for Urban Enterprise 
Workers. China’s current pension system 
combines both the fully funded and pay-as-
you-go methods, and the two in combination 
are	 known	as	 the	 “united	 account”.	 Thus,	 each	
employee has a personal account into which a 
portion of his or her monthly wage is deposited 
and invested, a system similar to that adopted by 

Hong Kong. In contrast, under the pay-as-you-go 
system, each employee pays a calculated amount 
that relies on a series of variables. At retirement, 
the employee is paid the appropriate amount. 
 One problem here is that during the 
transition, the dual-track system inherited 
problems from the past central planning era. 
Those who were accustomed to working in the 
public	sector,	such	as	government	officials,	SOE	
workers, and social institutional workers, did 
not pay for their own pensions, but nevertheless 
enjoyed	a	higher	benefit	level	than	private	sector	
workers. On the other hand, rural workers 
have recently been covered by the New Elder 
Insurance Scheme for Rural Residents, which 
had its trial run in 2009, and have an increased 
coverage; pension payments were raised eight 
times by the State Council between 2005 and 
2012. The average payment increased from 713 
Yuan to 1,721 Yuan with a growth rate of 141% 
in seven years.4 Furthermore, in 2009, a new 
regulation on the operation of pension accounts 
allowed people to easily move from one place 
to another by carrying their personal accounts 
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The opening ceremony of the Chinese Academy of Social 
Science’s Social Security Lab

This political cartoon represents the unsustainable 
pension system in China, in which the outflow of funds is 

greater than the inflow.

v



with them, ending a crippling restriction on 
labor mobility. 
 The dual-track system has been the target 
of criticism because of its unbalanced interest 
distribution. The inequality can be demonstrated 
through China’s high replacement ratio5, which 
indicates deterioration of living standards after 
retirement. China’s pension system 
has a target replacement ratio of 
58.5%, and the International Labor 
Organization suggests a minimum 
55% target ratio to secure retirees’ 
living standards. However, the urban private 
sector workers usually have a replacement 
ratio between 40% and 50%. Meanwhile, public 
sector workers can achieve a replacement ratio 
of 80% to 90% without paying for any elder 
insurance.6 With such an unequal system, it is 
difficult	to	enact	significant	reform.	

 The most widely known opinions on 
the paying capacity and sustainability of the 
pension system come from Zheng Bingwen in 
his	 China	 Pension	 Report.	 The	 report	 states	
that, according to data produced by the Ministry 
of Human Resources and Social Security, many 
provinces in China were not able to pay their 

pension	 liabilities	 without	 fiscal	
subsidies from the central or local 
governments. Subsequently, the 
pension gap is now around 2.25 
trillion Yuan.7 However, in 2012, 

the Minister of Human Resources and Social 
Security, Yin Weimin, reported to the Eleventh 
National	 People’s	 Congress	 that	 the	 pension	
fund collected 1.3 trillion Yuan, distributed 
1.2 trillion, and had an account balance of 1.9 
trillion Yuan in 2011. Thus, Weimin claims there 
is no such pension gap.8

A Rapidly Aging Society
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Figure 1: Geographical bar chart of China’s Pension State by province

“The pension gap 
is now around 2.25 

trillion Yuan”
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 Nevertheless, there is a pension gap in 
China.	People	typically	deposit	8%	of	their	wages	
into their personal pension accounts. Since the 
government does not have enough money from 
the decreasing young population to put into 
the pension pool, it simply appropriates money 
from personal accounts. Therefore, much of 
these personal accounts are actually empty. The 
accounts have an estimated value of 2.25 trillion 
Yuan, but only 270 billion Yuan remains in the 
account.9 To prevent the system from collapsing, 
the government must continue to pour money 
into	 the	pool	 via	 fiscal	 spending.	This	 political	
myopia,	 however,	 overlooks	 significant	 future	
risks. Fiscal support for the pension 
system only delays the problem. As 
the population continues to age, 
these problems will inevitably 
increase in magnitude. According 
to data provided by the Ministry 
of Human Resources and Social Security, 14 
out of 31 provinces would currently be unable 
to sustain their own pension funds without 
subsidies from the central government. The 
central government has made several attempts 
to consolidate personal accounts in some 
provinces, but these attempts consistently fail. 
An estimation of China’s implicit pension debt 
shows	 that,	 in	 2008,	 the	 estimated	deficit	was	
26 trillion Yuan, while only 700 billion Yuan 
remained in the pension fund.10

 The current retirement age in China 
is 60 for males and 55 for females, legal limits 
set in 1978. However, the life expectancy has 
significantly	 increased	 over	 the	 past	 three	
decades. Thus, increased pressure on the 
pension fund should be expected. A possible 
solution could be to increase the retirement 
age.	For	each	additional	year,	the	cash	inflow	to	
the pool would increase by 4 billion Yuan and 
outflow	 would	 decrease	 by	 16	 billion	 Yuan.	

Therefore, the pension gap would fall by 20 
billion Yuan.11 However, raising the retirement 
age	would	face	significant	obstacles,	as	it	would	
in any other nation. Moreover, China already 
has	 a	 significant	 number	 of	 people	who	 retire	
before retirement age. Thus, merely extending 
the retirement age may not actually achieve its 
intended goals.
 The current pension system in China is 
relatively unsustainable. The problem stems 
from a rapidly aging population, the dual-track 
system, and the resulting pension gap. Therefore, 
to improve the current pension system, it is 
necessary to combine the two tracks, possibly 

raise the retirement age, and allow 
for greater investment options, 
so as to maintain the value of the 
fund	against	inflation.	Responsible	
enterprises should establish their 
own annuity program in the interest 

of attracting talented labor while improving 
the condition of pension programs in China. As 
for individuals, frugality and investment could 
provide some assistance in retirement. If the 
government, private enterprise, and citizenry 
share the pressure of the aging population, 
there will be hope for elderly Chinese to be able 
to	 support	 themselves	 financially.	 The	 aging	
of	 populations	 poses	 significant	 challenges	 to	
many states around the world. However, if China 
takes the proper steps towards reform, it will be 
able to overcome this challenge.

Haotian Chen is an Economics and Computer 
Science double major, Class of 2015
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 In 1996, South Africa signed a new liberal 
constitution guaranteeing many freedoms 
and rights for minority groups. This new 
constitution became one of the most progressive 
in the world, in part because it prohibited 
any form of discrimination on the grounds of 
sexual orientation. Even with this constitutional 
protection, however, many LGBT individuals 
still encounter discrimination and violence on a 
regular basis today.1
  Two years after the formal end of 
apartheid, South Africa passed this new 
constitution into law. Upon doing so, it also 
became	 the	 first	 state	 in	 the	world	 to	 include	
provisions of non-discrimination based on 
sexual orientation.2 In its Equality Clause, 
the	 constitution	 explicitly	 affirms	 that	 “the	
state may not unfairly discriminate directly 
or indirectly against anyone on one or more 

grounds, including race, gender, … , [or] sexual 
orientation.”3

 During the following decade, South 
African LGBT communities began a campaign 
of legal battles. For instance, in the 1998 court 
case National Coalition for Gay and Lesbian 
Equality et. al. v Minister of Justice et. al., the 
Constitutional Court of South Africa overturned 
the offence of sodomy. This decision was 
made because anti-sodomy laws violated 
constitutional protections for “equality, privacy, 
and	dignity”,	which	in	turn	created	precedence	
for LGBT rights in other court cases.4 Ultimately, 
the LGBT community won multiple legal battles, 
which led to freedoms such as adoption rights 
and state recognition of same-sex marriage.5 In 
effect, these legal challenges removed almost 
every legal provision restricting the rights of 
LGBT individuals. Today, same-sex couples enjoy 
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many, if not all, of the same legal comforts and 
protections afforded to heterosexual couples.6 
	 While	 these	 are	 significant	 advances	 in	
terms of legal protections, the LGBT community 
in South Africa still faces much hostility and 
violence. In particular, negative public attitudes 
towards both the homosexual7 and transgender8 
communities coupled with the state’s failure to 
adequately enforce legal and 
constitutional protections have 
led to a pattern of discrimination, 
violence, and extreme prejudice 
against people known or 
assumed to be LGBT.9 
 Faced with constant 
hostility and little reason to 
believe that the government or the police 
will protect them, many LGBT individuals 
have developed strategies to stay safe. These 
strategies greatly curtail their personal 
freedoms and essentially make them second-
class citizens. Some of the common strategies 
LGBT individuals have employed to deal with 
discrimination include avoiding appearing alone 
in public and not dating people in the same 
area that they live.10 Ultimately, the conditions 
that LGBT individuals live through are a distant 
reality from the promises of equality and non-
discrimination proclaimed in the constitution. 
 One reason for this discrimination is the 
strong societal bias against LGBT individuals.11 
This bias occurs because identifying as LGBT 
goes against a set of established cultural norms 
and is thus seen as un-African. These cultural 
and gender norms are deeply embedded in South 
African culture and society. One source of these 
gender norms is the previous apartheid state, 
which was characterized by rigid patriarchal 
norms expressed in dominant, violent, and 
authoritarian forms of masculinity. In fact, 
hyper-masculinization and militarization were 
explicit goals of the apartheid state.12 This hyper-

masculinization instilled a strong distinction 
between masculine and feminine behavior into 
the minds of the South Africans. Therefore, 
many South Africans today understand gender 
as binary and absolute. 
 For many lesbians, hyper-visibility 
and	 defiance	 of	 gender	 norms	 have	 led	 to	 the	
phenomenon	 of	 “corrective	 rape”,	 in	 which	

men rape women presumed, 
or known, to be lesbians in 
order	 to	 “convert”	 them	 to	
heterosexuality.13 This problem 
is so prevalent that in 2011, 
the	 Triangle	 Project,	 South	
Africa’s largest lesbian and gay 
rights organization, reportedly 

received a weekly average of ten new cases of 
“corrective	 rape”	 in	 Cape	 Town	 alone.	 Cape	
Town is considered to be the most liberal and 
progressive city in South Africa, and one can 
only	imagine	how	many	“corrective	rapes”	occur	
in more rural, conservative areas of South Africa. 
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Figure 1: Gay rights in Africa (ILGA is the International 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association)
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Two women performers outside the Johannesburg High Court in 2009 performing the piece “Kutheni” 
(“Why?” in isiXhosa), choreographed by Mamela Nyamza. The performance was part of a protest 

against repeated delays in a rape case, organized by the One in Nine Campaign, a South African non-
profit organization that engages in direct action, research, media visibility, and advocacy to address 

sexual violence. 

Additionally, in some communities, raping 
lesbians	can	make	men	“heroes”,	further	fueling	
a climate where sexual assaults, especially 
against lesbian women, are the norm.14

 Nevertheless, it should be pointed out 
that South Africa already has one of the world’s 
highest rates of sexual abuse. In 2012, about 
60,000	 women	 filed	 reports	 stating	 that	 they	
had been raped; many cases likely remain 
unreported.15 Therefore, these instances of 
“corrective	 rape”	 may	 not	 be	 caused	 entirely	
by LGBT intolerance and discrimination, but 
instead by the extreme domestic violence 
already common in South Africa. In reality, 
both are likely interrelated, as expressed by 
former Chair of the South African Human Rights 

Commission Jody Kollapen in 2010. Kollapen 
traced violence directed against lesbians to two 
factors: institutionalized prejudice deriving from 
historical separation of people into different 
categories, and the widespread problem of 
violence within South African society.16 This 
reasoning accounts for the higher rates of sexual 
abuse among lesbians.
 Another reason for LGBT discrimination 
is the view that that LGBT behavior and conduct 
is un-African. One of the oldest arguments 
against homosexuality in the region maintains 
that it is not part of traditional African culture. In 
particular, some believe that homosexuality was 
brought by Western culture.17 Robert Mugabe, 
the	President	of	Zimbabwe,	best	expressed	this	

LGBT Discrimination in South Africa

v
Kaleidoscope Journal Vol. 5 Issue 256



Current Affairs

Rosenbloom

view when he declared that “gays are perverts 
and	 their	 behavior	 is	worse	 than	 that	 of	 pigs”,	
adding that homosexuality is “un-African and 
in	 conflict	 with	 black	 culture.”	 Moreover,	 he	
asserted that the population should “take the law 
into	 its	 own	 hands	 and	 arrest	 homosexuals.”18 

As a consequence of this hostile view, many 
individuals	 have	 justified	 their	 intolerance	
against LGBT persons and taken matters into 
their own hands. 
 The Ubuntu philosophy, an important 
pillar of South African culture, indirectly 
perpetuates the belief that homosexuality 
is un-African. In the southern African socio-
communal philosophy of Ubuntu, 
individual existence is expressed 
through communal interdependencies, 
sharing, reciprocal obligations, and 
responsibilities. Therefore, belonging 
to a community circumscribes 
individual freedom, and is primarily 
symbolized through kinship and 
family. As a result, family is one the 
most	 significant	 aspects	 of	 life.19 

Opponents of LGBT rights claim that 
same-sex couples threaten the very meaning 
and	construction	of	“the	family”	by	jeopardizing	
heterosexual-based patriarchy.20 For instance, 
traditional African women are expected to be 
subservient wives to men. By not conforming 
to this view, lesbians threaten the traditionally 
patriarchal power structures.21

 The South African church also maintains 
the belief that homosexuality is un-Christian. 
Approximately 80 percent of South Africans 
identify as Christian, highlighting how central 
the church is to South African culture.22 In 
poor townships especially, the church acts as a 
central part of communal life, providing spiritual 
and material aid for the community. Many 
church	 leaders	 hold	 great	 influence	 over	 the	

populace and can readily shift the morals of the 
community. Since homosexuality is considered 
un-Christian, many church leaders use their 
influence	 to	 demonize	 LGBT	 individuals,	 thus	
creating an atmosphere of intolerance, which 
further fuels discrimination and violence.23

 In the absence of strong state support, the 
Constitution’s Equality Clause remains largely 
unfulfilled	for	many	LGBT	individuals.	Police	and	
government inaction has led to an environment 
in which people can discriminate and commit 
violent acts with little repercussions. The police 
is even said to perpetuate intolerance against 
LGBT persons, as they are known to subject them 

to verbal abuse or worse.24 
At times, the police “seem 
more preoccupied by how 
lesbians have sex than with 
securing	 justice.”25 The 
police tend to be ineffective 
or unwilling to help because 
they view human rights 
code,	specifically	on	how	to	
handle cases dealing with 
LGBT persons, as a threat to 

their interpretation of law enforcement.26 They 
ignore guidelines for dealing with LGBT cases, 
and do not understand or recognize different 
views of gender behavior, often questioning LGBT 
citizens about their sexual behaviors or verbally 
abusing them. Unfortunately, the police are not 
considered effective for seeking protection and 
justice, despite the legal recognition of LGBT 
rights. 
 As noted, the police themselves are 
often the primary perpetrators of violence 
against LGBT individuals. For example, one 
citizen recounted an occasion where police 
officers	 pulled	 up	 to	 a	 restaurant	 and	 started	
beating and abusing lesbians standing outside. 
The police eventually took several of them to 
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the station where they “taunted, attempted to 
extort,	 and	beat	 them.”27 It is then no surprise 
that a sense of distrust in the police has been 
cemented. Distrust now causes many LGBT 
victims to avoid approaching the police for help 
at all. As a consequence, perpetrators of violent 
acts against such individuals continue to walk 
the streets freely, and continue to foster an 
environment of intolerance 
and discrimination against the 
LGBT community.
 This kind of corruption 
doesn’t localize its attention 
towards the LGBT community. 
It extends beyond that, 
affecting the entire South 
African population. Corruption in the police 
force has led to increased instability at senior 
levels.28 Consequently, corruption has impacted 
the	character	and	efficiency	of	law	enforcement	
by hindering its ability to achieve constitutional 
objectives and build public trust.29 The South 
African	 Police	 Service	 has	 tried	 to	 address	
these concerns by developing anti-corruption 
strategies targeting corrupt individuals. 

However, the Service falls short in addressing the 
fundamental organizational and management 
flaws	 that	 allow	 corruption	 to	 continue.30 

Ultimately, corruption within the police force 
has eroded the integrity of the criminal justice 
system within South Africa, a symptom of which 
threatens justice for the LGBT community.
 The government’s inability to combat 
prejudice against LGBT people has allowed for 
this discriminatory and hostile environment to 
remain.	Specifically,	the	government	has	failed	to	
provide an adequate system to spread awareness 
about LGBT individuals and issues, stagnating 
the move towards some form of understanding. 
Since the passing of the 1996 Constitution, 
South Africa has conducted campaigns of human 
rights education, however, the state produces no 
campaigns or materials to inform communities 
about the constitutional protections for sexual 
orientation.31 Therefore, many citizens remain 
ignorant about the challenges faced by the LGBT 
community, and thus continue to propagate 
negative attitudes. Moreover, many schools 
and social institutions lack proper education 

programs, thus perpetuating 
existing social biases.32

 This is not to say that 
the government has done 
absolutely nothing to combat 
social stigmas against LGBT 
individuals. The South African 
government has set up a 

national	“task	team”	aimed	at	investigating	and	
combating hate crimes against members of the 
LGBT community.33	 Justice	 Ministry	 officials	
publicly condemn such hate crimes and gender-
based violence as “an assault on the right to 
life	 and	 human	 dignity.”34 While these actions 
represent a positive trajectory for LGBT rights 
in South Africa, it should be noted that there is 
still	 much	 to	 be	 done.	 The	 “task	 team”	 set	 up	
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in 2011 has made steady, but slow, progress. 
It is going to take time to erode the embedded 
stigmas against LGBT individuals and dismantle 
the segments of society where “lesbians are 
still being raped and… gay men are still being 
bashed.”35

 

Ultimately, South Africa is a country that has 
had its fair share of repression. Human rights, 
however, have greatly improved since the era of 
apartheid.	Specifically,	South	Africa	has	become	
the	first	state	in	the	world	to	include	provisions	

of non-discrimination based on sexual 
orientation in its constitution. Today, same-sex 
couples are able to marry, adopt, and enjoy the 
same legal protections given to heterosexual 
couples. Nevertheless, LGBT individuals still face 
much discrimination, prejudice, and violence, 
stemming from societal biases. Ineffectual police 
and relative governmental inaction do little to 
ameliorate this hostile situation in society. As a 
result, the legal protections guaranteed by the 
South African Constitution have yet to be truly 
realized. 

Adam Rosenbloom is an International 
Studies major, Class of 2016
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LGBT rights activists march in Soweto, South Africa. © Reuters
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 For over 50 years, journalists in Mexico 
have had to endure violence when reporting on 
drug cartel activity and when criticizing corrupt 
government	 officials.	 They	 have	 suffered	
intimidation, threats, physical harm, kidnapping, 
and death. Journalists have increasingly become 
the targets of organized gangs, local and state 
governments,	 police,	 and	military	 officials.	 For	
many journalists, attempting to expose the 
criminals that live among them becomes a death 
sentence. 
 Modern Mexico has come to be after 
70	years	of	 rule	by	 the	Partido	Revolucionario	
Institucional	 (PRI);	 in	 that	 time,	 internal	
corruption became a staple of the political 
party.1 With the election of the Felipe Calderón 
in 2006, the problems of the country grew, as 
massive human rights abuses were realized. 
Amnesty	 International	 accused	 President	
Calderón of ignoring the evidence of arbitrary 

detentions, disappearances, and killings by 
security and police forces.2 The early years of 
Calderón’s presidency saw a spike in nearly all 
forms of violence. Under Calderón’s rule, Mexico 
saw an increase in the number of gruesome 
murders committed by drug cartels, as well 
as an increase in journalists killed per year. 
Calderón’s responses were less than successful, 
and essentially caused further violence and 
corruption, which gave journalists more topics 
to report on, but simultaneously made their 
jobs even more perilous. Article 6 of the 1917 
Mexican Constitution guarantees the right of 
free expression to all citizens3, but violence 
limits the independence of the press as well 
as its effectiveness to accurately portray the 
political and social climate of the country. Facing 
threat of attack and intimidation, journalists 
cannot realize freedom of expression that is 
granted by law. The violence against journalists 
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continues in a shocking manner, raising the 
question, ‘Why does this violence continue 
despite legal protective mechanisms?’ If this 
problem persists, Mexico may see its democratic 
reputation diminish, as it becomes dominated 
by corruption and criminal violence.
	 It	is	difficult	to	differentiate	the	separate	
causes of this violence, because so much of 
the government’s corruption is entangled 
with	 the	 operations	 of	 major	 drug	 trafficking	
organizations (DTOs). However, for the purpose 
of distinguishing the factors that make victims 
of journalists, it is important to separate the 
causes of violence. When this is done, it becomes 
apparent that the major cause of violence 
is DTOs fear of being publically exposed. 
DTOs in Mexico control a multi-billion dollar 
industry by providing US citizens with cocaine, 
methamphetamine, heroine, and other drugs.4 In 
just over 20 years, organized crime in Mexico has 
viciously	expanded	from	only	five	regions	to	the	
entire country.5 In addition to their dependence 
on	US	buyers,	DTOs	depend	on	corrupt	officials	
and	 law	 enforcement	 officers.6 Their success 
depends on effectively penetrating society. What 
is more stunning than their involvement in the 
government	 is	 their	 infiltration	 of	 the	 press.	

There is currently a news blackout in the state 
of Tamaulipas, because it is known that the Gulf 
Cartel, a major drug cartel, has accomplices in 
nearly every newsroom.7 Other cartels use the 
media to shift focus from their own activities 
by feeding information about their rivals. 
However, this often results in the opposing 
cartel murdering the reporting journalist.8  

Certain areas of Mexico, especially the northern 
border states, Veracruz, and Oaxaca, are so well 
known for cartel violence that there are several 
unspoken rules for journalists in each territory. 
Journalists have learned to avoid pursuing 
stories at night or in the early morning at all 
costs.
 It is now expected that journalists who try 
to expose criminal activities will become targets. 
Reporting on violent crimes brings unwanted 
attention	 to	 cities	 with	 drug	 trafficking	 and	
criminal groups involved in the government. 
Even	former	President	Calderón	reinforced	this	
idea when he stated that reporting on the drug 
war gave Mexico a bad image.9 However, the 
threat of death does not stop many journalists, 
and it is not uncommon that they pay the price 
of reporting in blood. In 2004, Roberto Javier 
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Mora García, the editor of the newspaper El 
Mañana, was stabbed to death outside his home. 
He was known for reporting extensively on the 
Gulf Cartel. El Mañana received the message, 
and began censoring its reports on anything 
drug or crime related.10 In 1997, the editor of La 
Prensa	was	shot	to	death	outside	the	office	of	the	
newspaper because he had been writing about 
local	drug	 traffickers	 and	police	
corruption.11 However, of all the 
brave Mexican reporters, no 
one gave DTOs and government 
officials	more	trouble	than	Jesús	
Blancornelas. 
 Blancornelas, who passed 
away in Tijuana in 2006, was 
the co-founder and editor of the 
publication ABC (Adelante, Baja 
California) and, later, the Tijuana newspaper 
Zeta. In the late 1970’s, Blancornelas formed ABC 
to attack the corruption in Tijuana that plunged 
the city into economic and social turmoil.12 After 
an ordeal where he was forced into exile in 
the United States for two years, he formed the 
newspaper Zeta.13 Upon Blancornelas’ return 
to Mexico, Zeta continued its independent 
reporting	 on	 official	 corruption	 and	 drug	
trafficking.	In	1988,	Blancornelas’	associate	and	

co-founder of ABC and Zeta was murdered. In 
1997, a week after writing an article claiming 
a member of a Tijuana cartel killed a Mexican 
soldier, Blancornelas was shot four times in his 
car. While Blancornelas survived, his bodyguard 
did not.14 In the early 2000s, Blancornelas began 
pursuing the Arellano Félix brothers, two drug 
kingpins in Tijuana. Although he continually 
received death threats, Blancornelas attributed 
his long life to his popularity in the United 
States.15 He credited the American press and 
his close proximity to the border as factors that 
literally protected his life. 
 Much of the corruption in the Mexican 
government arose because of local and state 
government involvement with the drug 
cartels.	 For	 government	 officials,	 DTOs	 act	
as economic organizations. They oftentimes 
maintain footholds in local government 
through	 campaign	 financing.16 In other cases, 
local and state police become vulnerable to 

criminal organizations because 
of a culture of bribery, which 
supplements civil servants’ low 
wages.17 In addition to violence 
committed by cartel members, 
it is very common for police 
and	 military	 officials	 to	 target	
journalists. Even before Zeta 
reported on drug cartel activities, 
it was targeted because of its 

exposés and criticisms of corrupt government 
officials.18 It is reasonable to assess that much of 
the violence against journalists persists because 
even the major media is unwilling and unable 
to protect journalists due to their connections 
to government corruption. The government 
controls	 the	 “importation	 of	 sales”,	 and,	 until	
recently, held ownership interests in almost 
every major newspaper.19 Media owners are 
dependent on the government for advertisement 
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funding, and thus the government has leverage 
over such organizations and encourages them to 
report on what the government wants to hear. 
 Emilio Gutiérrez Soto was a reporter in 
the border state of Chihuahua. He spent years 
recording military corruption 
cases, including those in which 
military personnel broke into 
homes without warrants, or 
simply robbed local businesses.20 
These reports led the military to 
demand he stop reporting on 
the military and to eventually 
place his name on a hit list.21 
Gutiérrez is now in the United 
States seeking political asylum. Gutiérrez knows 
that he can never return to Mexico, because of 
his own country’s military, not the drug cartels. 
The	 case	 of	 Gutiérrez	 exemplifies	 the	 tenuous	
relationship between journalists and local and 
state	 officials.	 In	 such	 an	 environment,	 many	

reporters intimidated by criminal gangs do 
not	 contact	 the	 police	 as	 the	 police	 officers	
themselves could be connected to the cartels. In 
one such incident, photographer Raymundo Ruiz 
Morales was tipped off about a “drug stuffed safe 

house that had apparently been 
discovered	 by	 the	 cops”.22 Once 
he arrived, a policeman held a 
gun to his head and told him to 
leave. Ruiz then realized that the 
police were in fact protecting the 
drugs.23

 Attempts have been 
made to protect the lives of 
journalists and their right 

to report the news, but these efforts have 
not been effectively implemented. In 2006, 
the outgoing administration of Vincente Fox 
created	a	Special	Prosecutor	for	Crimes	against	
Freedom	 of	 Expression.	 However,	 the	 office	
cannot investigate crimes linked to organized 
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crime or prosecute cases.24 This, in combination 
with	 an	 insufficient	 budget	 and	 an	 unclear	
chain of command, severely weakens the 
effectiveness	 of	 the	 effort.	 To	 fix	 the	 serious	
issues plaguing federal efforts to protect 
Mexican	 journalism,	 then-President	 Calderón	
proposed a constitutional amendment, making 
a violation of one’s freedom of expression a 
federal offense. The amendment allows federal 
authorities to investigate and try crimes against 
journalists.25 But once again, the attempts to 
protect journalists have serious shortcomings. 
For this amendment to be effective, secondary 
legislation is necessary to guarantee that law 
enforcement	 officials	 have	 the	 resources	 and	
training	 to	 sufficiently	 investigate	 and	 try	
crimes against journalists exercising their 
freedom of expression.26 If the government 
continues	to	allocate	an	insignificant	budget	to	
those dedicated to investigating crimes against 
journalists, such efforts will continue to fail. 

 Another effort to protect Mexican 
journalism,	the	Law	to	Protect	Journalists,	also	
has its strengths and weaknesses. It widens 
the	 definition	 of	 the	 crime	 to	 any	 “omission	
or acquiescence that harms the physical, 
psychological, moral, or economic integrity of 
human	rights	defenders,”	specifically	journalists.	
But this law fails to identify conditions under 
which authorities must take on a case.27 It 
also fails to require state authorities, the 
very authorities that are most likely to use 
intimidation against journalists, to cooperate 
with federal investigators. According to Global 
Journalist, the Mexican criminal justice system 
failed to successfully prosecute more than 
90% of press related crimes between 2000 
and 2010.28 If Mexico cannot create a solution 
that deals with every angle of the problem, 
journalists will go unprotected and continue to 
face intimidation and violence. 
 With violence continuing and unlikely to 
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stop in the near future, journalists have developed 
ways of adapting to their situation. The most 
common reaction to the violence has been self-
censorship. For many, self-censorship is a form 
of self-preservation. Journalists live in a culture 
of fear. “We can’t be seen taking sides in this 
war,”	says	the	editor	of	Norte de Ciudad Juárez, a 
paper	that	decided	to	only	report	official	stories	
and avoid in-depth investigative reporting.29 The 
message from drug cartels is to stop reporting 
on topics involving them and many newspapers 
have complied with the demand. In 2010, after 
it experienced the second murder of a reporter 
in two years, El Diario responded by publishing 
an editorial titled, “What do you want from 
us?”30 Following the editorial, 
El Diario no longer published 
investigative stories on criminal 
activity. Such refusal to publish 
certain information creates 
an	 “information	 blackout”.	
According to Reporters Without 
Borders, self-censorship is at 
its peak in Veracruz, Oaxaca, 
Michoacán and Zacatecas.31 In Zacatecas, two 
journalists reported that more than one thousand 
people had been murdered or kidnapped since 
the beginning of 2013. Following the publishing 
of this death toll, both faced death threats from 
corrupt	local	government	officials.32 
 Unfortunately, one of the most harmful 
and unintended consequences of this violence, 
and subsequent self-censorship, is the effect that 
it has on Mexican democracy. The purpose of an 
independent press is to monitor government 
activity, as society’s overseer. However, with 
such a limited press, citizens are left with little 
understanding of their leaders’ failures and 
success, impairing the electorate’s ability to 
hold politicians accountable.33 Without a vibrant 
Mexican	 press,	 corrupt	 government	 officials	

and criminal organizations do what they please, 
using whatever tactics they choose, without 
significant	 opposition.	 Many	 Mexicans	 do	 not	
have a sense of the true scale of the problem. The 
worst crimes often takes place in small towns, 
and since journalists struggle to report such 
criminal activities, it goes largely unnoticed by 
the rest of the country. 
 The violence experienced by journalists 
in Mexico is unrelenting. Journalists have been 
experiencing harassment, brutality, threats, 
displacement, and death for many years. It 
is the investigative nature of their job that 
makes them the targets of drug cartels and 
corrupt	 government	 and	 security	 officials.	 As	

the number of journalist deaths 
increased in 2004 and again in 
2006, many journalists censor 
their reporting. Those who dare 
to	 report	 on	 drug	 trafficking	
activity or corruption within the 
government are almost certain 
to receive at least a verbal threat. 
Newspapers that have bravely 

continued reporting crime and corruption 
have been attacked by a barrage of bullets and 
firebombs.	 The	 protective	 mechanisms	 put	 in	
place lack the ability to successfully guarantee 
safety for journalists. Without such protection, 
journalists will increasingly be forced into 
silence. As such a trend continues, the health of 
Mexican democracy hangs in the balance.

Alissa Heller is a Political Science major, 
Class of 2015
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