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 Each year, approximately 15 young 

men and women of outstanding 

talent and character come to Boston 

from all over the country to embark 

on an educational experience that 

embodies the very best of Boston 

College—a campus of rich diversity 

set in a city that is one of the cultural 

and intellectual capitals of the world.

Lighting the fire



 Chosen from among students who are aca-
demically in the top one to two percent 

of the national pool of freshman applicants, 
these students form a community of Scholars 
whose dedication to the pursuit of knowledge 
reflects the words of William Butler Yeats, 
who wrote, “Education is not filling a bucket, 
but lighting a fire.” 

In the process of discovering that which ignites the intellectual pas-
sions, this community seeks to fulfill the highest ideals of the Jesuit  
educational tradition. That 450-year tradition casts the University not 
merely as a professional training ground, but as a starting point to begin 
the most fundamental and exciting human quest: the quest for individual 
meaning in relationship to the universe and the search for a path that  
expresses that meaning each day—in work, in avocations, and in leader-
ship practiced not for self-aggrandizement but for the common good. 

The Presidential Scholars Program offers this select group of students 
a strong framework for their exploration, including a sequence of three 
summer programs focusing on service, internationalism, and profession. 

These immersion programs give the young Scholars the opportunity 
to integrate course work with personal experience and offer real-world 
perspectives on social needs, international culture, and the work world.

During the school year, Presidential Scholars are guided by senior  
faculty and distinguished guest speakers who share their own exem-
plary journeys. They are challenged by an academically rigorous Honors  
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 Part of the purpose of a liberal arts education at Boston 
College is to expose students to perspectives they 
might not otherwise encounter, and to help them re-

flect upon their choices and aspirations. This is especially 
true of the Presidential Scholars Program, which—as 
Celso Perez says—raises “the right questions and guides 
you to answers that create a foundation and shape your 
direction.”

For him, one pivotal question was: How do my talents 
and plans connect with the needs of others? Perez grap-
pled with this question partly as a result of the community 
service component of the Scholars Program, which led 
him, in the summer after his freshman year, to two non-
profit organizations in Boston. Those were Rosie’s Place, 
a haven for poor and homeless women, and Haley House, 
which offers a wide range of services. The work, which in-
volved preparing meals and other hands-on efforts, turned 
his attention to social needs.

During his freshman Honors Seminar, Perez had already 
begun reflecting deeply upon his academic choices. At the 
time, his single intention was to major in biochemistry, but 
reading St. Augustine’s Confessions broadened his perspec-
tive: he continued with biochemistry, but added theology 
as a second major.

Meanwhile, the program’s international focus helped 

Perez acquire “a more global mindset,” he says. The month-
long immersion experience in France led Perez, already 
fluent in English and Spanish, to begin studying French. 
Straight from Paris in the summer after his sophomore 
year, he went to Geneva, where he interned at the United 
Nations agency UNAIDS, gathering research for several 
documents on HIV/AIDS prevention.

During the following summer, the Presidential Scholars 
Program sponsored his internship with the Program on 
International Health and Human Rights at Harvard, where 
he helped officials of the organization prepare for the 
XVII International AIDS Conference held in Mexico City in  
August 2008.

Whether in Geneva or Chestnut Hill, he received guid-
ance and support from the Scholars Program at every turn, 
Perez says. “The core group of students, who share com-
mon interests and outlooks, coupled with the key compo-
nents of the Program, create a shared experience. And the 
strong mentoring relationships from upperclassmen and 
guidance of the directors ensure that you accomplish your 
goals,” he explains.

Since graduation, Perez has been studying for a master’s 
in theology at Boston College, while working on campus 
as a research assistant at the Boisi Center for Religion and 
American Public Life. He plans to attend law school.

Celso Perez ’09
hometown: Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

majors: Biochemistry and Theology



curriculum to make connections across academic disciplines, so as to see 
the world whole. Participation in activities and events is an integral part 
of the Boston College environment and provides students with the oppor-
tunity to create friendships, colleagues, and influences everywhere. This 
community of Scholars is not set apart, because the capacity to mold the 
future is not developed in isolation but in constant interaction. The talent 
and desire to make a strong mark in both the world of ideas and the world 
of action are the hallmarks of the Presidential Scholar at Boston College, 
and of Presidential Scholars alumni everywhere. 

Challenge and Opportunity
the boston college presidential scholars program is designed to 
afford outstanding students with a comprehensive educational experi-
ence by offering a range of personal challenges and unique practical 
opportunities designed to complement the University’s intellectually 
stimulating Honors program. By encouraging and facilitating the integra-
tion of young Scholars’ inner lives with their career plans, the Program is 
a seedbed for leaders who will chart the future. 

Presidential Scholars participate in the Honors program of the under-
graduate college appropriate to their major field. The Honors programs of 
the University allow gifted students to pursue an integrated and compre-
hensive liberal arts curriculum in seminar format under the stimulating 
tutelage of the University’s most gifted professors. Honors students com-
plete a Junior Honors Seminar, where they explore in depth the important 
questions raised by the Honors course, Western Cultural Traditions. As 
seniors, they prepare an Honors thesis on a topic related to any academic 
discipline of the University. 

the evening speaker series
throughout the academic year, presidential scholars meet with 
speakers of national stature—women and men whose achievements 
place them at the top of their professions, yet whose energies and abilities 

By encouraging and facilitating the integration 
of young Scholars’ inner lives with their career 
plans, the program is a seedbed for leaders who 
will chart the future.
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are directed beyond themselves. These evening gatherings promote con-
versations among the speakers and Scholars on issues regarding leader-
ship, world developments, the harmonizing of personal and professional 
commitments, and the Jesuit ideal of service. A primary goal of these 
meetings is to provide Scholars with role models—people in whom they 
can see their own aspirations articulated, achieved, and incarnated.

To complement the emphasis on ideas and ideals they encounter in their 
Honors Seminars, in their summer programs, and through the speaker 
series, Presidential Scholars also give presentations to fellow Scholars 
about their experiences including study abroad, Advanced Study Grants, 
internships, and thesis writing. These presentations serve as additional 
avenues of inspiration to younger Scholars by offering a glimpse of the 
opportunities that are available to them throughout their college careers. 
In addition, these presentations offer upperclassmen Scholars the oppor-
tunity to develop and refine their public speaking skills.

focus on community service
to fulfill the jesuit ideal of men and women in service to others, 
the Scholars explore the problems of hunger and homelessness in the 
Boston area during the summer following their freshman year through 
participation in a program modeled after PULSE, Boston College’s na-
tionally acclaimed course of study and service. This work challenges 
Presidential Scholars to see themselves in relation to acute national 
problems, think creatively about the roots of these problems, explore the 
nature and efficacy of society’s response, and gauge the response that 
these problems elicit in their own personal and professional lives. Place-
ments in recent years have included the Project Bread Hunger Hotline, 
Haley House, St. Francis House, and the Italian Home for Children, all 
of which provide food and services to the homeless and needy of Boston, 
as well as the Suffolk County House of Correction. In parallel with their 

The focus on community service challenges 
Presidential Scholars to see themselves in rela-
tion to acute national problems, think creatively 
about the roots of these problems, explore the 
nature and efficacy of society’s response, and 
gauge the response that these problems elicit in 
their own personal and professional lives.
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Lindsey Hennawi ’11
hometown: Melville, New York

major: International Studies

minor: Faith, Peace and Justice Studies

 When Lindsey Hennawi was looking at colleges, 
she had three goals especially in mind. She was 
seeking out a college experience that would in-

volve community service, an international perspective, 
and a challenging professional internship. She found that 
the Presidential Scholars Program combined all three of 
these components.

“This program encapsulated everything that was im-
portant to me, and I came in knowing I would accom-
plish all of my goals,” said Hennawi. “I felt that the 
Presidential Scholars Program would give me the oppor-
tunity to pursue a full range of experiences, in addition to 
academic excellence.”

The service began with her placement at the Italian 
Home for Children in Boston, where she worked as a 
teacher’s assistant with fifth and sixth graders who have 
special needs. That summer (after her freshman year), 
Hennawi also worked with inmates at the Suffolk County 
House of Correction, tutoring and preparing them to 
take their high school equivalency exams.

“I played a small role but helping one person is very 
important to me,” she says, referring to both of these 
service opportunities arranged through the Scholars 
Program.

Hennawi, whose father was born and raised in Jordan, 
also places a high value on international experience. The 
Presidential Scholars four-week study trip to France, in 
the summer after sophomore year, helped provide her 

with a global perspective. After that, she studied Arabic 
for six weeks at Beirut’s Lebanese American University, 
supported by a Boston College Advanced Study Grant for 
student-designed projects. Hennawi gained further ex-
perience through a University-sponsored immersion trip 
to Ghana, where she worked at a computer literacy camp 
run primarily by Boston College students each summer; 
and through a 10-day winter immersion in Israel and the 
West Bank as part of a sociology class, Social Justice in 
Israel/Palestine.

At the start of her junior year, Hennawi was looking 
forward to a professional internship during the following 
summer that would build on these international expo-
sures. She was turning her attention in particular to pos-
sible internships with non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) abroad. Wherever she interns, it will be with 
guidance and financial sponsorship by the Presidential 
Scholars Program.

Hennawi says Jesuit ideals have been no small part 
of her undergraduate education. “The core value—‘men 
and women for others’—encourages you to not only live 
life for yourself but also to do what you can to serve peo-
ple, whatever your passion, and contribute in your own 
way,” she explains.

After Boston College, Hennawi pictures herself work-
ing among refugees, possibly in Palestinian territories, 
and finding ways to promote human rights and conflict 
resolution.



 Matt Hamilton was an economics major when he 
began working in a soup kitchen during the sum-
mer after his freshman year, as part of the com-

munity service component of the Presidential Scholars 
Program. He soon found that while the social sciences 
could illuminate many things, like the demographics of 
the soup kitchen clientele, there were some critical ques-
tions beyond the scope of these disciplines.

Questions of value—about, for example, his wider re-
sponsibilities toward those whom he served—led him 
in new directions. “I felt that the best way to understand 
it [the soup kitchen work] was through a deeper ethical 
reflection,” Hamilton recalls. “I discovered that there are 
many different ways of solving problems, and deciding 
tradeoffs requires an ethical rubric that went beyond eco-
nomics and public policy.”

His exposure to the least of these at Haley House in 
Boston’s South End led him in particular toward a ma-
jor in theology, with a focus on ethics. Hamilton says he 
was able to explore options in a supportive environment 
because of the “great freedom, security, and stability”  
afforded by the Presidential Scholars Program and Boston 
College in general.

At the same time, Hamilton’s explorations took him be-
yond the formal academic disciplines. His ethical reflections 

brought him back to Haley House through other Boston 
College service programs. The student used his freedom to 
entertain practical ideas for addressing a chronic problem 
at Haley House: thin budgets.

Ultimately, Hamilton arrived at a solution as successful 
as it was edible. He spearheaded the “BC Cookie,” baked 
by the people at Haley House’s satellite bakery and café in 
Roxbury, and sold in the University’s dining halls.

The support structure on campus was key. For exam-
ple, Honors students at the Carroll School of Manage-
ment drew up a business plan and became involved in 
marketing the chocolate chip cookies (which come with 
a message on the wrappers, “Cookie today … Better to-
morrow”). Within a semester, the dining halls were selling 
1,800 packages of cookies a week.

Hamilton says his work with Haley House taught him 
that community service is about “the real experience of 
meeting people that society keeps separate.” And, his 
broader Boston College experience—including the Presi-
dential Scholars study tour of France and an immersion 
trip to Guatemala—made him “mindful of my place in the 
world.”

Following graduation, Hamilton moved to Amman, Jor-
dan to work as an intern with the Jesuit Center and Jesuit 
Refugee Services.

Matt Hamilton ’09
hometown: Wilmington, Delaware

major: Theology

minor: Economics



service, Scholars read and reflect on a variety of texts—ranging from 
philosophy and theology to social science and public policy—pertinent 
to issues of poverty and homelessness. Weekly discussion sessions 
challenge students to integrate these readings with their field experi-
ences and to reflect on the implications for their personal values and 
professional goals. 

focus on international perspective
presidential scholars travel to france after their sopho-
more year for a month-long immersion experience to begin the process 
of becoming “global citizens.” This study trip is designed to introduce 
students to the structure and functioning of French society. France offers 
an excellent location because of its rich cultural patrimony, its scientific 
and intellectual heritage, and its importance as a major influence in the 
evolving European Union. At the same time, the culture, and the gov-
ernmental and social institutions of France, differ markedly from those 
of the United States, providing Scholars with a striking illustration of 
the profound differences that can exist between two apparently similar  
constitutional democracies.

This interdisciplinary study trip combines French language study, 
thematic history lectures intended to situate current issues in France 
in their historical context, and excursions to sites of artistic, historical, 
and contemporary significance. In addition, conferences with experts 
from various areas of French society offer insights into many aspects 
of French political and cultural life. Some topics examined in the con-
ferences include France’s shifting political landscape, the health care 
system, the system of education, the problems of persistent poverty and 
unemployment, the impact on French society of the large influx of pri-
marily Islamic immigrants from former French African colonies, and 
the sense of alienation among marginalized elements of the popula-
tion. Extensive companion readings, including Adam Gopnik’s essays 
on French life, From Paris to the Moon, historian Alistair Horne’s Seven 
Ages of Paris, and a reading packet consisting of approximately 200 
pages of articles drawn from a range of news and information sources, 
provide additional background material.

The scope of this trip widens with a daylong seminar devoted to the 
European Union and climaxes with several days in Strasbourg involv-
ing conferences with a member of the European Parliament, the chief 
executive office of the Council of Europe, and a human rights attorney 
at the European Court of Human Rights. The summer program re-
quirements include nearly 30 formal presentations, two books, and a 
range of readings focused on the field trips and conference topics.  
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focus on profession
in pursuit of the boston college tradition of education as  
instrument for change, Presidential Scholars work as interns in 
high-level professional settings during the summer following their 
junior year. Designed to introduce them to the inner workings of the  
organizations that shape American society, placements include finan-
cial, government, corporate, and non-profit institutions, depending 
on Scholars’ individual preferences. This internship experience pro-
vides them with initial exposure to their potential career paths and 
the opportunity to reflect on themselves as emerging professionals 
and leaders. Scholars are expected to function as full-time employees. 
Supervisors are encouraged to assign creative and independent tasks 
that provide Scholars with a broad exposure to the work done in those 
internship settings.

the selection process
chosen from among the top candidates who apply for early 
action to Boston College, Presidential Scholars are selected on the basis of 
outstanding academic accomplishment, demonstrated leadership abil-
ity, and a significant involvement in service to the community. No sepa-
rate application is necessary. Finalists are invited to visit Boston College 
for a weekend in early February to learn more about the University, the 
Presidential Scholars Program, and the city of Boston. Personal inter-
views with faculty members and administrative staff serve as the basis 
for the final choice of Presidential Scholars, who are generally notified 
in March. 

scholarship award
presidential scholars receive a merit scholarship, irrespec-
tive of financial need. If the merit award does not meet their financial 
need, sufficient additional grant and aid resources are given to ensure 
that a student’s full need is met. The cost of summer programs is fully 
covered by a separate award.

This internship experience provides them with 
initial exposure to their potential career paths 
and the opportunity to reflect on themselves as 
emerging professionals and leaders.
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 Kat Wakeham says the various offerings of the Presi-
dential Scholars Program, together with Boston Col-
lege’s Jesuit ideals, “challenge students to become 

greatly aware of reality as it is.” Her own awareness was 
heightened in the summer after her junior year, when she 
rode from village to village in Tanzania, taking stock of 
health hazards facing many in the East African nation.

Those risks included contaminated drinking water and a 
plague of worms—parasites—in children, as she learned 
while traveling with a group of physicians, medical stu-
dents, and pre-med students. After recording the health 
needs in several villages, Wakeham—now a second-year 
student at Harvard Medical School—took part in treating 
those needs. For example, she helped administer antibiot-
ics that functioned as “de-worming medicine.”

Wakeham’s work in Tanzania was part of her profes-
sional internship, sponsored by Boston College through 
the Presidential Scholars Program. Just before heading to 
Tanzania, she began her internship in Cape Town, South 
Africa, where she was able to observe clinical drug trials 
involving people with AIDS.

Explaining the importance of such experience, she 
says, “The problems of the world are not on a lab bench. 

The work I did in Africa has made me ready and poised 
to engage the material that I’m learning with the issues 
of the world.”

For Wakeham, very often those issues are ethical. Her 
senior thesis at Boston College addressed a question she 
encountered in South Africa: In what way can someone’s 
participation in a drug trial be seen as truly “voluntary” 
if that person is impoverished and has no other way of 
securing the potentially life-saving treatment? Her conclu-
sion was that experimental treatment is less likely to raise 
questions of coercion if communities have a decisive role 
in administering the trials.

She says that a Boston College education—emphasiz-
ing service and self-reflection within a broad liberal arts 
horizon—helps students discover what they are passionate 
about, and how to find meaning in work. “These ideals are 
not taken up by every university and expand what you could 
ever think could happen to yourself.”

Becoming a Presidential Scholar was like “winning the 
lottery,” Wakeham adds, explaining, “It’s brought me to 
where I am today. I love medical school, and I am backed 
by a firm foundation of programs and people who guided 
me at Boston College.”

Kat Wakeham ’07
hometown: Aberdeen, New Jersey

major: Biology (Pre-Med)
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