








Summer Experiences
Seniors share insight about summer internships

By Jessica Seminelli, A&S ‘12

At the conclusion of their
junior year, Scholars complete an
internship experience as an opportunity
to pursue potential career paths, going
beyond undergraduate studies to
explore diverse job opportunities and
interests. These experiences are always
personally enriching and gratifying,
and each year a few Scholars are
invited to give brief presentations about
their summer internships,
which serve as a forum
for underclassmen to
gain ideas and advice
from seniors. On
Tuesday, September 14,
four seniors formally
presented as a lead in to
a question and answer
session for all Scholars.

First to present
was Steven Liu, CSOM
’11, who, as a Finance
major, chose to explore
the world of venture
capitalism  during his
summer internship. He
interned in San Francisco
with  True  Ventures’
True Entrepreneur Corps
(TEC) program working at one of their
portfoliocompanies, B-Stock Solutions.
As an intern, Steve was assigned to
work primarily for BStock Solutions,
one of the firm’s start-up companies,
spending four days with BStock and
one day in True Ventures’ office where
interns listened to guest speakers and
discussions about entrepreneurship.
Much of his presentation described the
perks and pitfalls of entrepreneurship
such as the flexibility of being one’s
own boss, the freedom of creativity,
and the potential risk of failure and pay
cuts. It was clear that the past summer
strengthened Steven’s interests in
entrepreneurial endeavors; the only
question remaining for him is when
he should begin his own company.

Kelly McCartney, A&S ’11,
spoke about her experiences at New

Leaders for New Schools, a principal
development program for urban public
schools that works in 11 cities across
the United States. New Leaders is
a powerful non-profit entity with a
budget of $50 million and a staff of
over 150 in its national office in New
York City, which, Kelly remarked, was
an excellent opportunity to experience
working in such a large-scale setting. As
an intern, her responsibilities included
arranging and holding interviews with
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Kelly McCartney, A&S ‘11, speaks before fellow Scholars about
working for a non-profit organization in New York City.

high achieving principals as well as
organizing and attending a National
Summit Planning Conference in New
Orleans. Because there were only two
interns in the office and New Leaders
does not have a formalized internship
program, Kelly was able to be fully
integrated into the workplace, asking
her co-workers questions about their
careers and learning that working
for a non-profit similar to New
Leaders is a feasible future endeavor.

As a pre-med student,
Andrew Rivera, A&S ’11, chose to
use his summer to participate in the
Para el Mundo program in Maéncora,
Peru to expand his knowledge of
medicine and the Spanish language.
His internship was comprised of two
main parts: working on the Dengue
Fever Prevention project and clinical
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observation. Méncora is a rural fishing
village with widespread poverty, lack
of education, and poor water supply;
with no running water, residents store
their water in barrels that are often
breeding grounds for mosquitoes.
Andrew helped with the inspection and
treatment of infested water as well as
the education of citizens to help prevent
water contamination. In the afternoons,
he observed local clinics, learning how
a poorly funded system must adapt to
care for those in need without the aid
of the medical technology
we take for granted.

Last to speak was
Colleen Maher, A&S 11,
who worked for the Naval

Criminal Investigative
Services (NCIS) at
its headquarters in

Washington D.C. Initially
Colleen had been hoping to
find an internship position
with the FBI, but because
of funding problems,
their internship program
had been cut for the year.
Instead, she applied to the
NCIS program, working
primarily in their Equal
Employment Opportunities
and Office of Diversity
Management divisions.
Besides office work, Colleen also
observed death review boards, which
brought together specialists to review
open cases of suicide, toured the
Pentagon, spent a day at the firing
range, and went to the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children.
Although she does not plan on
pursuing a career as a federal agent,
Colleen did decide to apply to law
school after watching much of the legal
proceedings involved in NCIS affairs.

Following the presentations, all
Scholars engaged in a lively discussion,
with seniors providing insight and
advice to underclassmen. Members
of the PSP have diverse interests and
valuable connections, and, as Father
Keenan observed at the beginning of
the meeting, “You engage one another.
You’re the resources in the room.”



Summer Experiences
Scholar reflects on summer research in India

Boston College’s Advanced Study Grants program provides funding, primarily to students in the summer following their first or second
year, to support independent research projects or to enable them to develop tools necessary for future research, such as advanced lan-
guage skills. During the summer of 2010, five second-year Presidential Scholars were awarded Advanced Study Grants to support a
variety of projects. Thirty-seven Advanced Study Grants have been awarded to Presidential Scholars over the past five years. The fol-
lowing article recounts the experiences of Karen Kovaka, a Philosophy and Environmental Geosciences major from the Class of 2012.
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Karen Kovaka, A&S ‘12 poses on an Indian garden plot with a

traditional farming tool.

By Karen Kovaka,A&S ‘12

Spending two months this
summer in a village in southern India
was one of my greatest life-adventures
to date. Just a few days after the
Presidential Scholars’ France study
tour ended, I found myself alone in
the Bangalore airport at 6:30 a.m.
trying to decide if I should travel 50
km to the village of Magadi by taxi
or if I should be adventurous and put
myself at the mercy of the bus system.
After comparing costs and spending
a few confused minutes looking at
a map, I muttered to my self, ‘With
your shield or on it, Karen,” and
started wheeling my suitcase toward
the buses. My decision to brave the
bus, despite its total unfamiliarity
and lack of English speakers, was
the first of many adventurous and
potentially reckless choices that made
my time in India one of the most
empowering things I have ever done.

My internship (funded by
an Advanced Study Grant from BC)
was with the International Water
Management Institute IWMI). I was

placed in a field
office in Magadi
where two
full time staff
members were
coordinating a
project among
marginal
farmers that
included the
creation of a
micro-finance
association and
the introduction
of organic
farming
techniques.
My role was
to learn as much about the function
of the program as I could, as well as
to work on two small projects that
fell within the scope of the venture.

My first project was to work
with a graduate student on discovering
the influence of wastewater irrigation
in Magadi. Millions of small farmers
in developing countries use untreated
sewage water from towns and cities to
irrigate their crops, and the influence
of this practice has both positive and
negative components that need to be
better understood as governments
work to form policies related to water
treatment. As part of our inquiry into
this topic, we spent three days walking
all over Magadi and constructing a map
that captured the drainage pattern of the
town. We identified three main channels
into which the smaller drains emptied
and then followed these channels to
a small lake south of the town that is
the end point for these main channels.
Along the way we found the sections of
land where farmers pump water from the
channels and directly apply wastewater
to their fields. We then identified
sampling sites and collected soil,

water and crop samples for evaluation.

For my second project, I was in
charge of designing and implementing
six nutritional gardens. I identified the
potential sites and conducted a week of
interviews with the farming families
in order to learn about their weekly
food budget, diet, etc. I also used
past consumption data collected by
other students to tabulate the average
vegetable and greens intake per
person per day. Chronic malnutrition,
especially deficiencies in iodine,
iron and vitamin A, is a pervasive
condition for many Indians in rural and
urban areas, and both education about
nutrition and models for implementing
nutritional gardens are needed. In
light of this situation, my job was to
analyze the soil and available space
at each site and then to work with the
farmers to select a garden plot and
several kinds of vegetables to grow.

The great thing about
these projects was the amount of
independence and authority I had over
their implementation. 1 did weekly
check-ins with my boss by phone, and |
had a translator to help me communicate
with government officials, purchase
supplies and interview farmers, but
the responsibility for planning how
to get things done and then carrying
them out rested with me. Given my
lack of familiarity with Indian culture,
this was a huge challenge, and ‘with
your shield or on it’ became the
backbone of numerous pep talks I had
to have with myself. At the end of
the internship, I was certainly ready
to come back to familiar people and
places, but the combination of learning
about a topic I love and having the
freedom to craft my own work in a
bewildering environment created a
summer adventure that both met and
exceeded my hopes and expectations.



Class of 2014 bond during Outward Bound

Freshman Scholars begin their Boston College careers by taking part in a ropes program run by Outward Bound on Thompson Island
in Boston Harbor. After arriving on campus during the week before classes begin, Scholars engage in a range of activities designed
to promote a sense of camaraderie among the group, to encourage in them the habit of pushing themselves beyond the boundaries

of their comfort zones, to help them realize that they are capable of achieving more than they think they are, and to emphasize that
leadership can be done from within a group as well as at the head of one, all qualities that we seek to nurture in Presidential Scholars.
Francesca McCaffrey, a member of the Class of 2014, recalls her experience on Thompson Island.

By Francesca McCaffrey,A&S ‘14

It is a gorgeous day, and I find
myself someplace I have never been
before. The leafy ground lies beneath
me, the cobalt blue sky above, sunlight
pouring in through the holes in the
cover afforded by the tree branches.

years, said that viewing the islands
from this “team-building, community
standpoint” instead of from a purely
ecological perspective was a new
experience that she truly enjoyed.

Upon arriving at the island,

Given equal importance as
these physical and tactical feats were
the discussions that followed them, a
time when all of us would gather and
talk through what went right, what went
wrong, and how we could relate each

A gentle breeze meanders through
the trees, making its way across the
island from the beach, which is mere
steps from where I am now. Even
with all of this beauty of sea, sunlight,

and sky surrounding me, however, I
can see nothing but the hand dangling
above my head, and hear nothing
but the urgent encouragements from
down below beckoning me to grab
onto it. In another moment, I am
clasping the arms of those above me,
swinging above the ground, and I
realize that it is no longer entirely up
to me what happens. I am putting my
trust and well being into the hands of
others. Itis an odd feeling, one whose
gravity cannot fully be grasped until
both feet are back on solid ground,
which, with the help of my fellow
freshmen in the Presidential Scholars
Program was the case on our trip to
Thompson Island on September 5".
Thompson Island lies in
Boston Harbor. A fifteen-minute ferry
ride from the city will take you to its
shore, and to a world apart. The island
itself, a gently sloping landscape made
up of wide-open fields, long beaches,
and wooded coves, houses an outward
bound program that promotes a unique
balance of self-reliance and teamwork.
It presents participants with activities
that not only encourage leadership and
decision-making in difficult situations,
but also the ability to communicate
and trust others. Victoria Luu, PSP
14, who has worked with the Boston
Harbor Islands Program for two
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Scholars pose on the dock at Thompson Island before their departure.

we were split up into small groups and
confronted with various activities. We
figured out a way to balance our small
group on a large wooden see-saw-
like plank without speaking. We used
ropes to swing between two wooden
platforms, helping each other to grab
onto the rope and steadying each new
arrival as he or she swung from one
platform to another. Eventually we
all rejoined as one large group and
attempted more difficult tasks such as
scaling a ten-foot wall. All twelve of us
made it up and over the wall that day, ten
feet of smooth wooden planks that none
of us could have climbed on our own.

activity in some way to challenges we
had each faced in our own lives. It was
in these discussions that unexpected
truths were learned about one another,
stories of personal experiences and
character traits that helped us to grow
closer as a group. What was shared
in these discussions led to feelings
of respect and trust that I have never
before experienced in a group that
I have known for such a short time.

These feelings only became
more pronounced as the day went on
and we migrated down a winding dirt
path past stately brick dormitories

see Thompson Island page 8



First Annual PSP Retreat brings classes together

the Tuesday evening gatherings. The
sophomore Scholars announced their
plans for a yearlong series of events
focusing on a particular social justice
project pertinent to the Boston area.

By Brian Varian, CSOM ‘11

The inaugural two-day
Presidential Scholars Program retreat,
held from September 5" through
September 6"

program and beyond. By the end of
these discussions, Scholars felt part
of a network—and it seems that the
alumni did as well. One of the Scholars
noted that some of the best advice

they received was

at the Connors
Family Retreat and
Conference Center
in Dover, MA was
a gathering of both
minds and friends,
as Scholars from
all  four classes
convened for two
days of discussion
and  camaraderie.
Before the onset of
the new semester,
Scholars  savored
the opportunity to
place the upcoming
year in perspective
and set ambitious
goals, all in the
environment

of supportive
peers  journeying
down paths described by Father

Keenan as “analogous, but unique.”
In the words of Kevin Morris,
A&S 13, “The idea of an annual retreat

is awesome —it establishes a sense of

community within the program even
before the first day of class.” Scholars
were unanimous in their praise of
the retreat and its dynamic format,
which reinforced the wholeness of
the program and sense of community.
The retreat began with
sophomore, junior, and senior
Scholars reintroducing themselves to
each other, with each Scholar stating
his or her interests and activities,
making everyone in the room aware of
the myriad, diverse pursuits contained
within the Program, ranging from the
dance team to the rugby team, from
the jazz band to the school newspaper.
Later in the day, Father Keenan
announced some exciting plans for the
upcoming year including a variety of
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Fr. Keenan addresses Scholars about his visions for the future of the PSP.

In keeping with the unity of
the Presidential Scholars Program,
local alumni were invited to the
retreat to speak with Scholars about
their experiences both while in the

Alumni share experiences with senior

cultural outings to take place during gsnolars about post-graduate life.
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to always consider

reaching out
to Presidential
Scholars  Program

alumni who are, as
demonstrated during
the retreat, more
than willing to assist
current Scholars.
Ontheevening

of September 5
freshmen Scholars
were welcomed into
the program amidst
overwhelming
levels of excitement
exhibited by the
upperclassmen.
In the evening, a
spirited game of
air hockey ensued,
with senior Andrew
Rivera, A&S ’11, emerging as the
victor. Perhaps senior dominance
in the air hockey tournament will
be yet another hallmark of the
Presidential Scholars Program Retreat!
On September 6" Father
Keenan continued to describe the
philosophy of the Program and, during
meals and free time, Scholars engaged
each other, discussing their summer
experiences, upcoming theses, and
howtheyhopedtocontinuethebonding
that took place during the retreat.
Senior Scholar Tue Tran, A&S

11, provided a fitting summary of
the retreat remarking, “The retreat
was a great way to reconnect as
a community and welcome the
freshmen into the Program. I learned
a lot about all the incredible things my
fellow Scholars were working on, and
the freshmen now have connections in
all areas of BC. I hope it becomes an
annual event, and I'm excited for —
and nervous to think about — coming
back as an alumnus in the future!”




France cont. fromp. 3

passes to the enormous Louvre, making
multiple trips through its extensive
collection of art from around the globe,
including such marvelous artifacts as
pieces of Hammurabi’s Code,enormous
Egyptian mummies and sphinxes, and,
of course, the well-protected Mona
Lisa. I also spent an afternoon at the
other end of the artistic spectrum in the
incredibly modern Pompidou Center,
a building as unusual and innovative
as the 20th century artwork it houses.

Aside from the contained,
carefully preserved artwork behind
museum doors, Paris is alive with a
rich architectural history, beginning
with famous churches and cathedrals
leading to the stately, impressive
18th and 19th century monuments
paying homage to France’s history
and accomplishments. As a group
we toured le Pantheén, climbing to
the staggering height of the dome to
appreciate a 360 degree view of the city
spreading before us and appreciating
the meticulous layout involved in the
pioneering urban designs of Paris.
Around every corner, even in less
notable neighborhoods, 1 discovered
yet another beautiful building, with
artistic carvings, intricate wrought iron
balconies overflowing flower boxes,

and an inexpressible charm adding
to the overall sense of magnificence
the city exudes upon its visitors.

Because we had three weeks
to absorb the culture and history,
I managed to overcome the initial
feeling of being a tourist obsessed
with seeing the essential sites (though
la tour Eiffel never ceased to take my
breath away, particularly at night when
sparkling with lights) and wander into
less touristy neighborhoods and also
take time to pause in a cafe, sipping a
coffee, savoring a pastry, and simply
watch people walk by, a favorite
pastime of Parisians. And of course
my taste buds savored every minute
of the trip, particularly appreciating
the unexpected glory of a crusty
baguette, creamy piece of chevre, and
fresh cherries for dessert, all enjoyed
on the hill of Montmartre overlooking
the city unfolding in front of us.

Group trips outside of Paris
to Chartres, home to the enormous
medieval cathedral, in which we
had a both informative and highly
entertaining tour, and the palace of
Versailles, enriched our experience,
as these historic sites brought
our lectures and readings to life.

The final week of our four-
week study tour was set in Strasbourg,

a huge contrast to the metropolitan,
quintessentially French environment of
Paris. Though much smaller, Strasbourg
was no less fascinating and enriching a
locale, from its quaint, rustic chalet-style
architecture, painted in lively colors, to
its imposing cathedral in the center of
town. More importantly it is home to
buildings of the European Union, which
we toured, learning extensively about
how the European political community
operates. Because it straddles two
distinct nationalities, Strasbourg and the
Alsace region itself, has created its own
unique cultural identity, formulating
a unique dialect and culinary tradition
that belongs specifically to the area.
We most appreciated this during a day
trip through the picturesque region,
where we toured multiple villages and
culminatedina wine tasting at a longtime
family-owned and operated winery.

After our Strasbourg farewell
dinner, my class all took off for different
destinations, some, like me, remaining
in Europe for the remainder of the
summer, others crossing back over the
Atlantic to return home to internships,
jobs, and time with family. But we all
retain memories and intimate knowledge
of another culture and country, explored
and enjoyed together thanks to the well-
planned guidance of the Sardellas.

Thompson Island cont. from p. 6

Maggie Scollan, A&S ‘14, proudly
strikes a pose atop the Alpine Tower.

and dining halls, passing through
groves and fields of high grass, only
to find ourselves in
a clearing with a
sixty foot tall tower.
This tower, which
we soon learned
that we  were
going to climb,
was a looming
construction of
bolted-together
logs, strategically
placed  footholds,
and swaying
nets. After being
properly helmeted
and harnessed,
we dove into the task at hand, some
climbing, some spotting, and some

belaying. At different points, each of
us played a role of placing one’s trust
in someone else. Each of us made it
to the top of the tower that day, where
a beautiful view of the Boston skyline
across the harbor awaited us. None
of us made it alone. As Nick Moffa,
PSP ’14, said, “the fact that we all
cheered each other on and encouraged
each other every step of the way really
illustrated our class’s great friendship
and teamwork”. So goes our story of
success at Thompson Island on the
day the Presidential Scholars class of
2014 put our trust in one another. If
what we were able to accomplish
together in one short day is any
indication, it will not be the last story
of its kind over the next four years.



Welcome PSP Class of 2014!
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Matthew Alonsozana Brooke Loughrin
Baltimore, MD Edmonds, WA
David DePalma Victoria Luu
Stoneham, MA Brighton, MA

Sarah Ganton Joseph Manning
North Caldwell, NJ Oviedo, FL.

Francesca McCaffrey Maggie Scollan
Wakefield, MA Mahopac, NY
Nicholas Moffa John Wang

Linwood, NJ South Pasadena, CA
Marye Moran Alison Wawrzynek
Rye, NY Glenview, IL

Alumni in the News

Dustin Rawlin (PSP ‘97) has been named to the partnership of
the globallaw firm Jones Day. DustinisamemberofJones Day’s
trial practice group and is based in the firm’s Cleveland office.

Rich Aberman (PSP ¢07) and Bill Clerico (PSP ¢07) have
now raised over nine million dollars for their startup company
WePay.com, an online website for groups to share money. In
addition,theyhavenow hiredfiveadditional graduates of Boston
College, increasing their total number of employees to fourteen.

Melinda (Holmes) Power (PSP ‘04) recently received a F31
Individual Training Fellowship from the National Institute of
Aging to support her doctoral studies in Epidemiology at the
Harvard School of Public Health in Boston, Massachusetts.

Kevin Meme (PSP ‘03) recently published a book,
Young and Catholic in America (Paulist Press, 2010),
a collection of essays by young adult Catholics. Kevin
currently works for The Boston Consulting Group, a global
management consulting firm in Boston, Massachusetts.

Brett Huneycutt (PSP ‘03) has launched a website with two
of his best friends called 1000Memories. The website allows
family and friends to create a place to record and share the
story of a loved one’s life through photos, stories, comments,
and foundational giving. Brett and his friends have recently
received funding fromseveral leading Angel investorsin Silicon
Valley as well as a highly successful venture capital firm. To
learn more about their website visit www.1000Memories.com.
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