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The Migration and Human Rights Project

The Migration and Human Rights Project is part

of Boston College’s Center for Human Rights &
International Justice. It encompasses a number of
interdisciplinary projects surrounding deportation and
forced migration in the United States and beyond,
including:

The Post-Deportation Human Rights Project: Longtime
legal residents can be deported on the basis of relatively
minor criminal convictions without any opportunity

to present evidence of their family ties, employment
history or rehabilitation. Through direct representation,
research, legal and policy analysis, as well as outreach
to lawyers, community groups, and policy-makers,

the project’s ultimate goal is to reintroduce legal
predictability, proportionality, compassion, and respect
for family unity into the deportation laws and policies of
the United States.

Human Rights of Migrants Project: Over the past

two years BC has partnered with Casa El Salvador

(a volunteer community organization that provides
educational programs with and for the New England-
based Salvadoran communities and other Latinos/as

in East Boston) and English for Action (a community-
based immigrant organization coordinating participatory
English language, childcare, and other educational
programs to link language learning, leadership
development and community-building). The project
brings together Central American immigrant community
members, lawyers, psychologists, educators and social
workers in participatory action research processes to
document the effects of the upsurge of immigration
enforcement on migrants and their families. A primary

About

aim is to develop research and advocacy skills among
immigrant communities, and to publish detailed
reports on the effects of detention and deportation on
transnational mixed-status families that can contribute
to a more comprehensive understanding, improve
services available to them, and develop human rights
documentation for sustained and effective advocacy.

BC has also partnered with the organization Women
Encouraging Empowerment (WEE), whose mission is
to educate, advocate, protect and advance the rights of
immigrants, refugees and low-income women and their
families through organizing, leadership development
and service delivery. By bringing together psychologists,
social workers, attorneys, and staff organizers, the joint
project members identified areas in which WEE staff and
constituents would benefit from additional knowledge
and opportunity for discussion and then organized
participatory workshops on those topics.

Human Rights and Migration Project, Zacualpa
Guatemala: This is a collaborative project between local
Zacualpans, Guatemala-based researchers and religious
leaders, and Boston College-based students, faculty, and
legal staff. The project has various aims as it studies
social, political and psychological factors contributing to
migration among the local population and seeks to offer
assistance to them where practical. The project also
seeks to work with those who have returned to Zacualpa
— either voluntarily or through deportation — to explore
varied uses of their social capital in developing local
initiatives and creating more life options for those living
in Guatemala.




As we write this letter we face a particularly complex and in
many ways disheartening struggle between policy and politics.
Promises of action on immigration made by President Obama
have been deferred; positive initiatives have been delayed;
and the hopes of millions for relief from the dreadful threat
of deportation remain unfulfilled. Although the President has
continued to envision protective executive branch action for
millions who face potential removal from community, family,
and friends, his more pressing goal in early fall is to maintain
the Senate’s Democratic majority. Meanwhile, the brutal en-
forcement machinery of exclusion and removal marches on.
Through the spring and summer, debate has raged about a
surge of unaccompanied minors crossing the southern US bor-
der. While most knowledgeable observers saw a compelling hu-
man tragedy in need of humanitarian action, US immigration
debate took a shrill, demagogic turn redolent of prior sad epi-
sodes upon which we now look back with shame. The Adminis-
tration took some positive actions but its main response was to
ramp up deportation efforts, increase detention, and empower
“rocket dockets” to remove people before they could even speak
with lawyers, let alone obtain quality legal help. The response,
however, was powerful: scores of volunteer lawyers and law stu-
dents made their way to Artesia, New Mexico and other front
line sites to represent their clients. And they have achieved im-
pressive successes. Powerful litigation efforts from the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union and others have compelled the return
of many who were wrongly removed from the United States. In
Boston, lawyers from Greater Boston Legal Services achieved
a landmark asylum ruling that will protect many Guatemalan
Mayan asylum seekers facing deportation. Researchers have
demonstrated the ineffectiveness of the highly touted Secure
Communities Program, by showing that it has achieved virtu-
ally no positive results in terms of crime reduction, while visit-
ing great terror and harm upon immigrant communities. And
activists around the country have stepped up their discourse,
their organizing, and their actions.

Our work within the United States and internationally contin-
ues to focus on these and related problems. As you will see, we
have been actively engaged in a wide range of activities, both
theoretical and practical:

« We have hosted major international conferences culminat-
ing in the draft of a Declaration on the Rights of Expelled
and Deported Persons, the first such document of its kind.

« Together with students from various academic disciplines,
we have written and refined English as a Second Language
teaching materials that relate to the rights of migrants, both
documented and undocumented.

« We have continued, together with other organizations
and pro bono partners, to litigate cutting edge legal issues
around the country.

« We have sustained and developed major participatory action
research projects in Guatemala, and community workshops
on domestic violence in New England.

« We have continued our empirical research into the effects of
deportation and have also researched family costs and ben-
efits of migration among the Maya K’iche’ of Guatemala.

+ We have maintained our human rights & migration project
in Zacualpa, Guatemala in which migrants and deportees
and their families may gather, and may obtain information
and support.

« Finally, we have spearheaded new initiatives such as a Youth
Outreach Project, aimed at helping young noncitizens to
avoid facing deportation; and we have piloted a Research Di-
ploma program together with the University Rafael Landivar
in Guatemala.

All of this is consonant with the longstanding goals (we might
now say traditions) of our Center for Human Rights and Inter-
national Justice of Boston College. Though we had hoped for
many more positive developments when we began these proj-
ects, we continue to work hard to achieve justice, fairness, and
human rights for all people, especially the most marginalized
noncitizens among us.

Sincerely,

Daniel Kanstroom &= M. Brinton Lykes
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Featured Photos:

Images (clockwise) from the Declaration on
the Rights of Expelled and Deported Persons
Conference, the Domestic Violence Workshop,
and a mural commemorating the massacres in
Zacualpa and its villages.



n May 2014, the Post-Deportation Hu-

man Rights Project (PDHRP), with
support from the Clough Center for the
Study of Constitutional Democracy at
Boston College, hosted a major confer-
ence of international scholars, activists,
leaders of non-governmental organiza-
tions, and former government officials
at the Connors Family Retreat and Con-
ference Center to discuss a newly craft-
ed convention on the rights of forcibly
expelled persons. This larger and more
comprehensive two-day conference built
on the initial working conference hosted
at Boston College in November 2012, at
which participants considered questions
related to the scope, content, and frame-
work of the document.

The aim of the conference was to discuss
the wisdom of the enterprise, and then
to brainstorm how to improve upon—
and to proceed towards publication and
implementation of—the text drafted af-
ter the 2012 gathering. Participants also
considered the moral, political, and legal
bases upon which forcibly expelled peo-
ple could claim enforceable rights, the
content of those rights, and the obliga-
tions of “sending” and “receiving” states.
Our contention is that deported individu-
als should be seen as a cognizable legal
class of people with specific, enforceable
rights claims.

The text—still a work in progress—was
significantly revised following the con-
ference to reflect comments and sug-
gestions from participants. The current
version—now titled Declaration on the
Rights of Expelled and Deported Persons—
addresses the rights of people who are
deported or forcibly expelled by various
coercive mechanisms. It seeks to define
basic procedural and substantive rights
for such persons who, in many cases,
are left with no recourse and who face a
wide variety of often quite severe human
rights violations, including harsh treat-
ment during deportation, loss of per-
sonal belongings and documents, lack of
proper medical care, family separation,
lack of counsel, etc. The current version
of the text and basic information about
the purpose of the project and the draft-
ing process is available on the PDHRP’s
website (www.bc.edu/postdeportation).

An interactive website, where drafting
conference participants, along with other
scholars, researchers, deported persons
and their families, activists, as well as the
general public, can view the text of the
draft Declaration and leave comments
and engage in virtual discussion about it,
will be launched soon.

By Daniel Kanstroom & Jessica Chicco

Featured Photos:
Images from the conference in May.






English for Speakers of Other Lan-
guages (ESOL) classes for adults are
tremendously popular, and in urban ar-
eas like Greater Boston, there are long
waiting lists, despite dozens of organiza-
tions providing free or low cost classes.
Many migrants have also expressed a de-
sire and need for more legal information,
including on issues related to their rights
in interactions with law enforcement and
also on risks of detention and deporta-
tion. The Migration and Human Rights
Project (MHRP) partnered with two com-
munity organizations teaching ESOL
(Revere-based Women Encouraging Em-
powerment and Casa El Salvador in East
Boston) to develop an English for Speak-
ers of Other Languages curriculum tool
kit. The tool kit incorporates information
on the rights of diverse migrant and refu-
gee communities and constitutes an “ac-
tion” within the MHRP’s ongoing partic-
ipatory and action research process.

The interdisciplinary team includes cur-
riculum experts, psychologists, and law-
yers who have closely collaborated with
the organizations’ ESOL teachers to de-
velop and pilot these Know Your Rights/
ESOL Units. Themes were selected from
data collected in community-based par-
ticipatory Know Your Rights workshops
developed as part of the Participatory Ac-
tion Research processes from 2007-2013.
Lessons were developed and piloted with
teachers from partner organizations

10

throughout the spring of 2014. The cur-
ricula’s design aligns with a popular edu-
cation framework, which privileges the
experiences and knowledge of the par-
ticipants to build critical awareness and
subsequent social change actions.

Four multi-lesson units were developed
for beginner and intermediate level stu-
dents centered around two themes: basic
human rights and being stopped by the
police while driving. Through participa-
tory and creative techniques, including
drawing, theater, and role-playing, adult
migrant and refugee students who use
the tool kit have an opportunity to collec-
tively reflect on the impact of discrimina-
tory laws and practices on their daily lives
and their communities’ wellbeing. At the
same time, they co-construct knowledge
regarding their rights and legal informa-

By Sriya Bhattacharyya &

Rocio Sdnchez Ares

Featured Photo: Tool kit piloting.

tion necessary to navigate the law en-
forcement system. Ultimately, this Know
Your Rights and ESOL collaboration chal-
lenges wider communities of educators,
psychologists, policy makers, and others
to focus more closely on ensuring the
rights and flourishing of migrant com-
munities.

The tool kit is accompanied by a letter to
instructors that provides instructors with
insight into the purpose, structure, and
content of the tool kit. The materials are
now available on MHRP’s website, and
members from the team will be present-
ing on the work at the 2015 National Mul-
ticultural Conference and Summit in At-
lanta, Georgia.
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his past year began with the po-

tential for comprehensive immi-
gration reform on the horizon, as the
Senate passed a bipartisan bill in June
of 2013. As the year drew to a close, it
became clear that no legislative reform
would take place, and that any adminis-
trative action—expected over the sum-
mer—had been delayed.

In this challenging context, the Post-
Deportation Human Rights Project
has continued its work to advance the
rights of deported individuals. The
Project provided information to more
than 160 deportees from over 40 coun-
tries. It successfully returned to the US
two individuals who had been previ-
ously removed. In one case, a lawful
permanent resident who had been de-
ported based on a criminal conviction
was able to return to his family after
two years. The criminal conviction had
been vacated by the state court with
the help of the Harvard Criminal Jus-
tice Institute, after it was discovered
that the drug certification submitted in
the case had been signed by a chemist
who has since pled guilty to numerous
counts of perjury and tampering with
evidence. The PDHRP was able to con-
vince the government attorney to join
in a request to the Immigration Judge
to have the deportation order reopened
and ultimately dismissed. After the
judge’s grant of the joint request,
PDHRP negotiated for the client’s re-
turn from the Dominican Republic as

12

a permanent resident. This was a sig-
nificant win in advancing the rights of
deported individuals to reopen their
cases when new information becomes
available after their deportation. In an-
other case, PDHRP worked alongside
attorneys from the Boston office of the
firm of Ropes & Gray in representing
an asylum seeker who had been deport-
ed while the Board of Immigration Ap-
peals was considering his request to re-
open his case in light of new evidence
that his life would be at risk if deported.
Though the Board initially granted his
request, it withdrew the grant once it
learned that the individual had already
been deported. After years of vigorous
advocacy and federal court appeals, the
case was reopened and the client was
returned to the US.

The Project also continued its work of
educating attorneys and advocates on
post-deportation law. Professor Dan
Kanstroom and attorney Jessica Chicco
both presented at a training sponsored
by the Boston Bar Association focused
on post-deportation remedies. The
PDHRP also issued a number of advi-
sories aimed at practitioners, including
an updated version of its advisory on
motions to reopen post-removal and
new advisories on false claims to US
citizenship and the applicability of “eq-
uitable tolling” to motions to reopen.

In collaboration with the Global
Workers Justice Alliance (GW]JA), the

By Jessica Chicco and Daniel Kanstroom

PDHRP published a new manual on
the basics of detention and deporta-
tion. The GWJA has created a network
of legal defenders in Mexico and Cen-
tral America to support worker’s rights
across borders. Their defenders are
often asked questions related to the
worker’s immigration situations and
their rights to return to the US after
deportation. The PDHRP joined forces
with the GWJA to issue a manual and
hosted two webinars to educate the
GWTJA defenders on issues related to
immigration detention, deportation,
and returning to the US after deporta-
tion.



n the summer of 2013, Rocio Sinchez

Ares traveled to Guatemala for a pe-
riod of three weeks to develop two com-
munity projects through the Center for
Human Rights and International Justice
of Boston College and its Migration and
Human Rights Project. As a doctoral
student in Curriculum and Instruction
at the Lynch School of Education, activ-
ist, and community researcher, Rocio is
interested in communities affected by
migration and, in particular, the rights
and leadership of the women on either
side of the border. She joined the CHRIJ
team in Zacualpa where she collaborated
in developing two projects with the Fe y
Alegria school there.

During a period of two months, Rocio
worked with 18 young female middle
school students on a “photovoice” project
on the theme of migration. Through the
photovoice technique and by using some
resources from participatory action re-
search, the young women took photos in
their community that represented their
understanding of the reasons for individ-
ual’s migration to the US and about the
consequences as they perceived them as
young indigenous women. The students
had the opportunity to share their stories
and personal concerns on the theme of
migration while learning about the par-
ticipatory research technique of photo-
voice and some of its ethical implications.
They participated as co-researchers, re-
flecting on the theme of migration in a
creative, and critical manner. For exam-

By Rocio Sdnchez Ares

Featured Photo: Working with the young women in Zacualpa.

ple, they wrote narratives to accompany
the photos they had taken. Afterwards,
they presented their work through an art
exhibit in their school to which they invit-
ed their families, members of the school,
and other members of the Zacualpa com-
munity. Rocio shared their work with im-
migrant youth in the US and at the 2013
conference of the New England Council
on Latin American Studies.

In a second project at this same school,
Rocio worked with teachers identified
as leaders within the school to create a
module designed in response to their
concerns to contribute to the develop-
ment and general wellbeing of youth in
their school who are affected by migra-
tion and structural violence. The module
included three thematic units on, e.g.,
self-esteem, communication, etc. and ac-

tivities to facilitate student participation
including theater, collage, interviews,
drawing and other creative techniques.
The goal was for the module to serve as
an educational resource for all teachers
at the school during the personal orienta-
tion course, particularly to support youth
with emotional and academic problems.
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he MHRP has partnered with several

community-based organizations in-
cluding Women Encouraging Empower-
ment (WEE) of Revere, Casa El Salvador
of East Boston and English For Action
(EFA) of Providence, Rhode Island, to in-
form and empower under-supported and
under-resourced undocumented migrant
populations in Boston and Providence.
For the past several years, this collabora-
tion has centered around theatre-based
Know Your Rights workshops touching
on themes relevant to the communities,
such as how to engage in “emergency
planning” for detention and deportation
and one’s rights and obligations in inter-
actions with immigration officers.

This past year, the community partners
expressed a need for additional training
to provide adequate support to undocu-
mented members in circumstances re-
lated to domestic violence. Domestic
violence (DV) is considered a violation
of human rights in the United States
and many migrants face a combination

14

of language, cultural, social and politi-
cal barriers that prevent victims of DV
from receiving and seeking support and
care. Due to the sensitive nature of such
issues, community advocates expressed
a need for training and additional re-
sources regarding the legal rights and
potential risks for victims of DV, includ-
ing how their situation may be affected
by their and the abuser’s immigration
status.

In response to this identified need, the
MHRP team—including psychology
graduate students, faculty, and attorneys
—developed a workshop titled A Train-
ing for Community Workers: Working with
Survivors of Domestic Violence, designed
to provide community workers with the
knowledge and tools to better serve their
program and community members who
face issues related to DV.

The training was designed as a full-day
workshop with a combination of nine
interactive group activities, role plays
and presentations. The objectives of the
workshop were to inform community
workers of the US legal definition of do-
mestic violence, how it affects document-
ed and undocumented immigrants and
to provide tools to enable organizations
to develop guidelines for organizing re-
sources and making referrals when faced
with a DV situation. An additional goal of
the workshop was to establish a common
understanding of the psychosocial and
emotional consequences of DV as well as
provide the opportunity to identify, ana-

By Gabriela Tdvara Vasquez &
Amie Wells

lyze, and reflect on participants’ personal
or professional experiences with DV.

The legal portion of the training, con-
ducted by project attorney Jessica Chicco,
provided participants with information
regarding DV victims’ legal rights, the
civil and criminal consequences of DV
in both Massachusetts and Rhode Island,
and the obstacles and protections avail-
able to immigrant survivors of DV.

The remainder of the workshop allowed
participants to build on their collec-
tive knowledge by putting it into action
through interactive group role plays.
Participants were able to reflect on the
groups’ responses in the role play and de-
velop a list of important factors to consid-
er when working with a victim/survivor
of DV in a culturally sensitive and legally
appropriate manner. Additional activities
allowed participants to establish a draft
protocol for responding to situations of
DV tailored to their own organizations in
addition to reviewing a set of guidelines
for making referrals. These activities not
only promoted community action but
facilitated the organizations’ ability to
provide a culturally appropriate response
to the various social issues their commu-
nity faces.

As part of the MHRP’s efforts to support
community organizations in sustaining
their ability to appropriately respond to
their community’s needs and to be active
participants in the distribution of knowl-
edge, the team transformed the work-
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Featured Photos: Attendees participate in
the Domestic Violence workshop.

shop into an instructional guide for orga-
nizations to utilize in training new staff
to work with immigrant survivors of DV.
This Training Guide for Community Work-
ers Who Work with Survivors of Domestic
Violence was printed and distributed to
the community organizations at the an-
nual meeting of the Community-Univer-
sity Partnership. The organizations were
encouraged to utilize the instructional
guide by providing their own trainings to
future staff and volunteers in accordance
to their specific population needs and re-
sources.

The DV workshop helped us reflect on
the complexities surrounding issues re-
lated to DV when working with immi-
grant populations. An important step for
future action by the organization will be
to further define their organizational pro-
tocols to reflect the needs of their diverse
communities, as well as their resources
and capacities, including developing a
referral list and a practice of active refer-
rals.

There is obviously still much to learn
about how to address and prevent do-
mestic violence as well as other forms
of violence that affect immigrant popu-
lations. Our hope is that by working to-
gether with community organizations,
we will continue building knowledge
that will in turn prevent future harm and
foster more nurturing and respectful re-
lationships.




n our work—both through the Post-

Deportation Human Rights Project
and our community-university collabora-
tions—we hear from hundreds of fami-
lies torn apart by deportation as a result
of the lack of discretion in current de-
portation laws and policies. Many of the
deportees came to the United States as
lawful permanent residents (green card
holders) when they were children—
sometimes just a few months old. Yet,
because they did not apply for citizen-
ship, they remained at risk for deporta-
tion.

Lawful permanent residents enjoy many
of the same rights and opportunities as
US citizens and may believe that, be-
cause of their lawful status, they are pro-
tected from deportation. But the law tells
a different story. They can be subject to
mandatory deportation, even based on an
old and nonviolent offense, without the
opportunity of having a judge consider
any favorable factors or the hardship de-
portation would cause on their families.
Though we continue to focus our legal
work on advocacy and representation of
individuals who have already been de-
ported, we have identified what we be-
lieve to be a gap in outreach and services
to youth green card holders as well as a
need for information, training, and sup-
port on issues related to deportation and
naturalization for professionals already
working with immigrant youth. We are
exploring possible initiatives that would
increase naturalization of immigrant
youth or their parents and thereby insu-
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late families from the devastating effects
of deportation.

To this end, in February 2014, we
brought together experts from various
disciplines who are working on issues
related to at-risk youth and immigrant
youth for a lunch roundtable discus-
sion to engage in conversation about the
need for outreach and services to lawful
permanent resident youth and to brain-
storm how to build on existing work and
resources. Attendees included Boston
College alumnus Judge Leslie Harris,
from the Suffolk County Juvenile Court,
representatives from the Boston Public
Schools, the Youth Advocacy Division
(the juvenile public defenders’ office),
and various members of legal services
and community-based organizations. It
was a productive and engaging discus-
sion that generated shared knowledge
and some good ideas as to possible next
steps, such as providing trainings for
core groups of individuals within schools
and juvenile courts and creating a fund
to assist those who cannot afford to ap-
ply for citizenship. We have begun work
to implement some of these ideas. This
summer, we issued “Living in Massa-
chusetts: A Guide for Immigrant Youths
with Green Cards,” along with the Chil-
dren’s Law Center of Massachusetts. We
are also collaborating with organizations
already working with immigrant youth to
provide trainings on the basics of immi-
gration and deportation in hopes of creat-
ing systemic and sustainable knowledge
within these organizations.

By Jessica Chicco




rom 2010-2013 the Migration & Hu-

man Rights Project (MHRP) and the
Human Rights & Migration Project in
Zacualpa, Guatemala, have collaborated
with local youth to survey families in
Zacualpa and three of its surrounding
villages. The survey instrument used in
the door-to-door data collection was de-
veloped by research team members in
the US and Guatemala. Sections includ-
ed background information on the head
of household’s gender, age, and level of
education, as well as similar information
on each individual family member as re-
ported by the head of household. Other
sections included the family’s language
and ethnic group, material possessions
owned by the family (such as a cell phone,
radio, etc.) and information on the quali-
ty of the family’s home (including type of
plumbing, materials used on the walls,
roof, and floors, etc.). For each migrant
in the family, information was provided
on when they migrated, how much they
paid for the journey and whether they
still owed debt, and to which state in the
US they had migrated. The survey was
administered by youth in the community
who were trained as research assistants.
After mapping all homes in each of these
four communities, a local youth visited
each home to identify a head of house-
hold. After obtaining consent, this per-
son would administer a survey orally to a
respondent in the household and record
the answer.

Four communities from among eight
who had collaborated in an earlier proj-

ect with students and faculty from the
BC MHRP between 2007 and 2010 were
chosen to be surveyed between January
2011 and April of 2012. The first to be
surveyed were 3 of 37 aldeas (villages) sur-
rounding the town of Zacualpa, followed
by the town. The villages are Tablén, Ar-
riquin, and San Antonio Sinaché I and
members from each had participated in
the earlier project in which the heads of
households known to have at least one
migrant in the household participated in
in-depth interviews about the migrant.
Interviewees reported remittances but
also significant debt requiring large pay-
ments. These interviews contributed to
a desire locally to extend the study to in-
clude a survey to better understand the
scope of migration in this area as well as
its effects on those “left behind.”

Findings from this participatory census
project are important to participants in
Guatemala and to activist researchers
there and in the US for a number of rea-
sons. First, they provide basic informa-
tion on the demographics and migration
patterns to communities who perceive
migration to be a significant problem
in their communities but have not had
this type of data. Second, they shed light
on the trends in migration (such as age,
destination state, and time of migration),
and provide a snapshot of the education-
al, financial, and demographic correlates
of several among the many Guatemalan
communities deeply affected by migra-
tion. Third, at a time when US media
widely reported a slowdown in migration

By M. Brinton Lykes, Erin Sibley, Ana
Maria Alvdrez, José Daniel Chich

Gonzdles & Megan Thomas

North (see below), this data demonstrates
how migration from these communi-
ties in Guatemala to the US has been
sustained. Furthermore, this project is
an important research collaboration be-
tween the US and Guatemala, providing
an opportunity to work together, learn
from each other, and train a number of
Guatemalan partners and US students
in research skills through their participa-
tion in the project.

Selected Findings. The proportion of
families that experienced the migration
of a family member to the United States
ranged from 30.4% to0 43.1% in the three
villages, but was slightly lower at 26.4%
in Area Urbana. In all four communities
surveyed, having a larger family was sig-
nificantly and positively associated with
the likelihood of having a family member
migrate. One potential interpretation of
this is that more people in the household
put a greater strain on the household’s
resources, contributing to a family mem-
ber’s decision to migrate in order to earn
more money in the US.

Across all communities, the migrants
were primarily male, ranging from a
low of 74.8% of the migrants from Area
Urbana, and a high of 86.2% of the mi-
grants from San Antonio who were male.
The vast majority were undocumented in
the United States—92% from Tablén did
not have legal status, neither did 88.5%
from San Antonio, 76.4% from Arriquin,
and at least 79.1% from Area Urbana (al-
though about 10% of Area Urbana re-
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spondents did not answer the question
on legal status). The lack of documented
status in the United States puts these mi-
grants at high risk of detention and de-
portation and can cause pervasive stress
in their daily lives.

We were also particularly interested in
examining trends of migration by year.
After a June 2012 New York Times article
publicized a Pew Hispanic Center report
showing that migration from Mexico to
the United States had slowed, a discus-
sion on whether migration as a whole
was slowing began (Passel, Cohn, &
Gonzales-Barrera, 2012). The report de-
scribed that after 4 decades of immigra-
tion from Mexico into the United States,
the net migration flow from Mexico to
the United States had stopped and may
have reversed (meaning slightly more
Mexicans in the US were returning to
Mexico than the number of Mexicans
coming to the US). Some of the poten-
tial reasons could be the high unemploy-
ment rate due to the recession in the US,
a rise in deportations, and stronger bor-
der enforcement. However, our data did
not reveal the same pattern for Guatema-
lans migrating out of Zacualpa. In fact,
81% of all migrants across all 3 villages
and the Urban Area surveyed came to the
US between 2000 and 2012.

In terms of destination state, among
those who listed a state, Rhode Island
was the most common destination for
migrants across the four areas surveyed
with 21% of migrants journeying there.
The second most common destination
state was Massachusetts, with 12.8%
of migrants. These are important data
for the Boston-based CHRI] where the
MHRP is active with local migrant orga-
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nizations in greater Boston and in Provi-
dence, and thus with members of some
of these families.

We found that many youth under the
age of 18 lived in families that had ex-
perienced the migration of one or more
family members. Half of the youth in
Arriquin lived in families that had ex-
perienced migration, as did nearly half
in Tablén. The fact that one quarter to
one half of children in all four areas sur-
veyed had experienced the migration of a
household member was a striking find-
ing. Clearly, experiencing the loss of at
least the physical presence of a family
member was a somewhat common ex-
perience for children, and schools and
other organizations working with youths
should be aware of the prevalence. Other
work of the MHRP with the Fe y Alegria
school (see Sanchez Ares, this issue and
Lykes & Sibley, 2013) have contributed to
better understanding some of the psy-
chosocial and educational effects of pa-
rental migration on these children and
adolescents.

Additional findings focus on remittances
and their social benefits (including, for
example, improvements to the home, ed-
ucation of children, etc.) and on debt that
families continued to service. The sur-
vey also identified a small but significant
number of deportees, some of whom had
already returned to the US in what schol-
ars refer to as circular migration. A re-
port summarizing the findings in more
detail will be published by the CHRIJ in
2014 in Spanish and English.
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B etween May 2010, when it first
opened its doors, and January 2014,
the Migration and Human Rights Project
in Zacualpa, Guatemala fielded 235 inqui-
ries from family members of migrants
who were detained in the United States
or who went missing during their jour-
ney north, that is, were “disappeared.”
The two-member office staff plays an
important role in providing families with
assistance in locating their loved one in
detention, referring them to local legal
service providers who may be able to as-
sist the detained migrant, providing gen-
eral information about the detention and
deportation process, and offering emo-
tional support to the family members.
The graphics on this page show the types
of cases received, and the gender and age
distribution of the migrants during this
time period. Requests from other towns
in the Quiché department of Guatemala
and beyond have recently contributed to
initiatives in neighboring communities
to initiate local work with training from
the Zacualpa staff.
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A special thank you to Jennifer Monnet who served as a Fellow during the 2013-2014 academic year. We wish her well in her next endeavors! Thank
you also to Timothy Karcz, Assistant Director of the Center for Human Rights and International Justice for all his work with the project!

A special thanks to the many students who worked with us this year! Adeola Ajayi (Boston College Law School, Class of 2014); Soohyun Choi (The
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, Class of 2014); Eric Chu (Boston College Law School, Class of 2016); Rita Couto (Boston
College Law School, Class of 2014); Atenas Madico (Northeastern University School of Law, Class of 2015); Graham Markiewiecz (Boston College
Law School, Class of 2016); Nicholas Nelson (Boston College Law School, Class of 2014); Janaya Snell (Northeastern University School of Law, Class
of 2013); Stephanie Palencia (Boston College, Arts & Sciences, Class of 2016) worked with the legal team of the Post-Deportation Human Rights
Project.; Sriya Bhattacharyya (Lynch School of Education, doctoral student); Emilia Bianco Galindez (Boston College Graduate School of Social Work,
doctoral student); Kevin Ferreira (Lynch School of Education, doctoral student); Jessica Franco (Boston College, Arts & Sciences, Class of 2015);
Shaun Glaze (Lynch School of Education, doctoral student); Tesia Mancosky (Boston College, Arts & Sciences, Class of 2015); Rocio Sdnchez Arias
(Lynch School of Education, doctoral student); Emily Sosrodjojo (Lynch School of Education, Class of 2017); Gabriela Tavara Vasquez (Lynch School
of Education, doctoral student); Amie Wells (Lynch School of Education, doctoral student) worked with the participatory action research teams.

We are pleased to welcome Atenas Burrola as a fellow with the Post-

Deportation Human Rights Project in 2014-2015! We welcome your interest and support in every form.

Make a Donation
All donations are tax-deductible and greatly appreciated. Please send
checks to the address above, made payable to Boston College and with

Atenas Burrola is a 2014-2015 Stanford Human Rights Center Fellow. She
was born and raised in Santa Fe, NM, the eldest of three. The daughter of
two immigrants, she has wanted to be a lawyer since seventh grade, and

has always worked with and for immigrant communities. She graduated
from the University of Pennsylvania in 2010, and from Stanford Law
School in 2014. During her time at Stanford, she realized that working for
immigrant rights is, and should be, part of the larger struggle for human
rights, and combined these two passions in her current fellowship. This
year, she will be based in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, working
with Bienvenido Seas, an organization that undertakes re-integration
work with deportees arriving in the Dominican Republic. While doing
this, she will also partner with PDHRP, and engage in immigration work
and advocacy from abroad.

“CHRI) MHRP” in the memo line.

Take on a pro bono case or serve as a legal resource
Contact us directly with your interest in

» Motions to Reopen,

« Consular Processing/NIV Waivers, or

« Post-Conviction Relief.

Bring a post-removal case to us for discussion
Contact us directly with the details at the numbers, email
or website on the inside front cover.



