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1) Have formal learning outcomes for the department’s Core courses been developed? What are they?
(What specific sets of skills and knowledge does the department expect students completing its Core
courses to have acquired?)

The History Department continues to use two learning outcomes that stress skills taught in all History
Core courses, regardless of subject matter. Through the History Core, students will know how to:

1) use primary sources to interpret the past
2) explain change over time

2) Where are these learning outcomes published? Be specific. (Where are the department’s expected
learning outcomes for its Core courses accessible: on the web, in the catalog, or in your department
handouts?)

The learning outcomes are available on the History Department Core website. In addition, the learning
outcomes are printed in the syllabi for History Core courses.

3) Other than GPA, what data/evidence is used to determine whether students have achieved the stated
outcomes for the Core requirement? (What evidence and analytical approaches do you use to assess
which of the student learning outcomes have been achieved more or less well?)

Direct assessment of the learning outcomes is undertaken by instructors and teaching assistants using a
quantitative scale. The assessment rubric consists of two questions, each of which are rated on a
five-point scale. This year, Core instructors were asked to rate their agreement with three statements:

1) All my students showed competency in interpreting primary sources.
2) All my students showed competency in explaining change over time.
3) Remote learning improved student outcomes.

4) Who interprets the evidence? What is the process? (Who in the department is responsible for
interpreting the data and making recommendations for curriculum or assignment changes if
appropriate? When does this occur?)

Data collection and initial interpretation is the responsibility of the History Core Moderator, who shares
this information with the Department Chair. These data will shape future departmental conversations
(via full department as well as committee meetings) about the Core.

5) What were the assessment results and what changes have been made as a result of using this
data/evidence? (What were the major assessment findings? Have there been any recent changes to
your curriculum or program? How did the assessment data contribute to those changes?

Given that Academic Year 20-21 was an outlier in all respects, especially in regards to the emergence of
extremely large, asynchronous courses, the History Core Director chose to streamline data collection.



It is unlikely that these data will significantly impact the delivery of future core courses, since neither the
university nor the department seems inclined to deliver the Core via large, asynchronous courses again
unless similar unfortunate circumstances dictate that we do so.

6) Date of the most recent program review. (Your latest comprehensive departmental self-study and
external review.)

An internal Core Review committee met throughout the fall and spring of this academic year (2020-21).
The findings of this committee were delivered to the MCAS Dean and University Provost.


